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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNOL DEBATES 


Thinl Session, 1943— No. 1. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 15th September, 1&43, at 2-15 p.m., 
being the first day of the Third Session of 19411, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of the Government of India Act, lO'lfi. 

Mr. President (the Hou’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) waa 
in the Chair. 


His Exoellenoy Sir John Herbert’s illness. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, m •der. Before T take up the business of the 
House, I think I should report to the House that on the 29tli of August last 
His Excellency Sir John Herbert was very suddenly taken ill and for 
several days his condition caused serious unxiedy. But to our great relief 
His Excellency has improved much since then and been making slow but 
steady progress towards recovery. AVe all .symi)!itliise with His Excellency 
in his illness and wish him speedy recovery and restoration to normal health. 

I propose to convey the sympathy of the House to His Excellency. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: And to the Lady Mary Herbert 
also. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I thank you for the suggestion. 1 will add 
the Lady Mary Herbert’s name. 

Obituary raferanoa. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Chair has now to perfonn the melancholy duty 
of conveying to the House the riew.s of th<^ death ol Maulvi Abdul 'Karim, 
a well-known educationist and a learned student of Muslim culture, which 
took place at his Calcutta residence duriiig Hit* last month at the ripe tJd 
age of 80. 

The late Maulvi Abdul Karim started his public life as a teacher of the 
Calcutta Madrassah and retired as the Inspetdnr of Scliotds, Chittagong 
Division. He was for several years an honorary Eellow' ot the Cabaitta 
University where he distinguished himself as a sturdy champion of the 
advancement of Muslim education in Bengal. As a member of the Council 
of State and of the Bengal liCgislative Council under the dyarchical consti- 
tution, the late Maulvi Sahib attracted public attention as a keen debater 
and sound parliamentarian. He was a staunch advocate of nommuual 
harmony among the Hindus and Muslims and made extensive tours all over 
Bengal to achieve this ^object. 
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QUESTIOIfS AND ANSWEES. 


[16th Sept., 


He wa« the author of several books on Muslim culture, some of which, 
naively, (1) Islam's contribution to science and civilieatiou, (2) Islam — a 
religion of Peace and Progress, and ^‘1) The Muhammadan Empire in 
India, — ^received wide publicity. 

May his soul rest in peace ! 

I would now request the honourable members to ris<‘ in their seats as a 
mark of respect to the memory of the deceased. 

(The honourable members complied.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

questions and answers 

Evaoiieea from Rangoon. 

*1. Mr. NUR AHMiEO: Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the 
Home Department be pleased to state— 

{a) if any measures have been taken by the Government of Jiengal to give 
relief to the evacuees from Rangoon arriving thjoiigh Chittagong 
and Calcutta ; 

(b) if so, what are they; 

(c) whether it is a fact that a memorandum has been received by the 

Government of Bengal on behalf of these evacuees for taking 
immediate steps to give larger facilities for providing food, water, 
shelter as well as necessary steamer and railway accommodation 
for the evacuees and also for moving proper authorities to 
approach the Government of Burma to open land route from 
Prome to Chittagong and for protecting the interests of Indians 
in resj^ect of their properties left in Burma; 

{d) if so, what steps have l>een taken on the same; and 

(e) how many evacuee.s from Rangoon have come to Bengal up to this 
time and of them, how many are Bengalees? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Khwaja Sir Naiimuddin): (a) hnd (h) The Government of India have 
accepted the responsibility for rendering financial and other assistance to 
the evacuees from the Eastern War Zones. Under the Government of India 
Scheme, recoverable advances are being granted to the evacuees, non- 
repayable grants to the evacuee orphans who are in need of immediate relief, 
both by the District Officers and by the Special Officer, Evacuees, in 
Calcutta. 

fc) and (d) No papers can be traced. It has been two years old, I think. 


.'Question No. 1 was answered by Mr. Biren Boy on behalf of the Hon’ble the 
Chief Minister on the 19th July, 1943, hut as eertain difficulties arose in 
answering supplementaiy questions, the Hon’ble the President directed that supple- 
mentary questions might be put aitd .answered at the next meeting of the Council. 
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(e) The preparation of such statement will involve considerable time and 
Jaboor which it will be impracticable for the officers to ^undertake at pi^eht 
without sacrificing their mare pressing work. The Government of 
India have decided to have a census, through their own officiers, of the 
evu<‘uees from Burma, aud wlieii that <'ensu8 is completed, all information 
that is required by this (luestion and other questions will be available to the 
honourable members. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon'ble Minister awai'e that 
I'nivident Fund and other dues of Government servants have m»t been paid 
yet and that although they have made applications for such dues they have 
not been given suitable replies? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIH: As 1 have said, that is a res- 
ponsibility of the Government of India and we are only their agents in thin 
<’onnection. If the Government of India sanction these dues, then they will 
be i)aid out. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if the recoverable advances are being continued now? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Belief is still being given. 
But I am not so sure about the actual advances. Moreover, there are ii 
large number of people who are receiving doles. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the iTon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if these doles and recoverable advan<*es are being given to the people 
in Chittagong and Noakhali? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as Chittagong and 
Noakhali are concerned, two other questions dealing with this subject have 
been answered. But I should like to take this opportunity to state that by 
a previous order those ])ayments M'ere stopped. But orders have now been 
passed to resume payment of these allowances. Further allowanc^es have 
been granted to «le8erving per.sous and with that object in view additional 
officers are authori.sed to be appointed so that the thing can be atkmded to 
in the proper manner. I hope that so far as ('hittagong and Noakhali are 
concerned, the whole problem will henceforth be satisfactorily tackled. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be ]>leased to state 
when orders W'ere passed for resuming payment? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very recently—perhaps u 
week ago or may be 10 days. 

Arrest of Abdul Can!. 

2. Mr. NUR AHMED: {a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that one Abdul 
Gani, son of Md. Omrah Meah, of Pathantuly, Chittagon.g, an evacuee from 
Burma, has been arrested in Calcutta under the Defence of India Rules and 
baa been lodged in the Dum Dum Jail? 
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(b) Is it a fact that his old lather Omrdii Meah has submitted memorials 
to the Hon’ble Home Minister for making an enquiry into his son’s case and 
to release him after enquiry? 

(c) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he has made 
any enquiry into the case of said Abdul Gani? 

(d) If so, what is the result of the same. 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) to (n) Yes. 

(d) Government are not prejMired to release him now. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon ’hie Minister be pleased 
to state what are the reasons for not releasing him now? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We consider that in the 
interest of the "State he should not he set at liberty now. 

I 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T understand the next question (question No. 3) 
cannot be answered today as necessary papers are not available. 

The Bengal Jute, and Rioe and Paddy Enquiry Committees. 

4. Mr. NUR AHMED, (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be pleased to state on what date and year the 
following committees submitted their final report.s, (/) the Bengal Jute 
Enquiry Committee, and (it) the Bengal Paddy and Rice Enquiry Com- 
mittee? 

(h) Have the Government of Bengal accepted any of the recommenda- 
tions of these two c.onimiltees? It so, what are they? If not, why not? 

(c) Have any special measures been adopted by the Government of 
Bengal to extend areas under paddy and other crops in Bengal? If so, what 
are they? 

(d) What steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal to make 
the campaign of “Grow More Food” a success? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hossain): (a) (i) On 

the 5(h Dcct'inher, and (//) on the Itith December, 19'19. 

0 

(b) Yes; two statements showing the actions taken on the recommenda- 
tions of the Bengal Jute, and Paddy and Rice Enquiry Committees are 
placed on the Table. 

ic) and {d) Yes; a brief resume showing the special measures taken by 
this Government to extend the areas under paddy and other food crops in 
Bengal and to make the campaign of “Grow More F(«jd’’ a success is placed 
on the Table. 

St/itement referred to in reply to question No. 4, shotring the action taken 

or^ the recommendations of the Bengal Jute Enquiry Committee. 
Recommendations — 

Chapter X — Regulation of cultivation of Jute [para. 126(A)(1) — 
Detailed proposals in. Chapter V of the report]. 
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At^ion taken — 

The Department's scheme for registration of jute lands with a view to 
regulation when necessary was in oi>eration before the report was received, 
Subsequently the Bengal Jute Regulation Act, 1940, and the Bengal Jute 
Regulation (Amendment) Act, 1940, were passed. Regulation of acreage is 
now made as required under the powers conferred by these Acts, 

Recommendationi— 

Chapter X — Improvements of marketing standardization of weights and 
measures [para. 125(A)(2)(a)]. 

Action Uikcn — 

This question has been taken up already. Standards of weight being a 
central subject enforcement of standards must await the bringing into force 
of the Government of India Standards of Weight Act which prescribes the 
standards. This Act is not yet in force. The Bengal Murkel.s Regulation 
Bill, 1941, wluch i.s now before the Legislature embodies provision for the 
standardization of weights and measures within notified area. 

liecommendations— 

Chapter X — Establishment of ex]>erimental regulated markets [{>ara. 
125(A)(2)(b) and establishment of exj>erimental warehouses attached to 
rogulute<l markets fpara. 125(A) (2)(c).] 

Action taken — 

The Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 1941, which is now before the 
Tjegi.slature (smtains provisions for the setting up of regulated markets and 
registration of existing markets and for the setting up of experimental ware- 
houses attafrhed to regulated markets. When the Bill becomes law, the 
question of establishing regulated markets and experimental warehouses 
attached thereto in accordance with the provisions thereof, will be taken up. 

Recommendations - 

(yhapter X — Establishment of (jo-o[>erative iSo<'jetieH of .7u(e Growers for 
limited purposes fpara. 125(A)(2)(d)]. 

Action taken — 

A scheme formulated by the Tmlian (^’entral Jute Committee for the 
organisation, as an experimental measure, of two Co-operative Jute Sale 
Societies in Bengal to work in conjunction with the Jute Grading Parties of 
the Committee has, however, been given effect t<> during the current financial 
year on the condition that the Committee will War the entire expenditure of 
R.s,5,590 on account of staff and Contingencies and guarajitee these Socie- 
ties against losses to the extent of Rs.2,500 at the rate of Rs. 1,250 l)er 
Society and that the Government of Bengal should make an advance of 
,Rh. 8,000 to the.se StK-ieties rec<iverable at the close (»f the o|>erations each ye tt . 
Recommendations — 

Chapter X — Collection of statistical information on various matters such 
as elasticity of demand for jute goods, publication of index numbers <)f jwices 
of (t) raw jute, (n) jute goods, (tn) other manufactures that may be used 
as substitutes. 
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A ction taken — 

' The matter is under eonsideratipn of Government in consultation with 
the Indian Central Jute Committee. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter X — Government should cause investigation to be made int6 
(a) the costs and conditions of manufacture of jute goods and existing 
organisation of the industry, and (b) organisation and constitution of the 
Futures Markets [para. 125(A) (3) (a) and (5)]. 

Action taken — 

The Committee’s recommendation in this respect was duly brought to the 
notioe of the Commerce and I/abour Department who are principally con- 
cerned. 

Recojnmendations — 

Chapter IV — ^Factors af^'ecting the prices of manufactures. 

A ction taken — 

The recommendation in regard to the determination of the data of costs 
of manufacture and other recommendations affecting the prices of manu- 
facture have been referred to the Commerce and Labour Department for 
necessary action as concerning that Department. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter VI — Standardization of grades of raw jute. 

Action taken— 

The subject has been engaging the attention of the Indian Central Jute 
Committee for some time past. The opinion of that Body was obtained and 
the matter is now under consideration of Government. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter VII^ — Fixation of the prices of raw jute. 

Action taken — 

The matter has been engaging the special attention of Government. 
Recommendations — 

Chapter X — Jute Foret ast and Statistics of Stocks — Government should 
continue to collaborate actively with Indian Central Jute Committee in the 
enquiry now proceeding until definite results are achieved (page 127). 

Action taken — 

Action has already been taken on these lines and the final experimental 
survey by the random sampling method is now in progress. It is hoped 
that results will definitely settle the technique as well as the cost factor of 
this method for estimation of acreage. 
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Recommendations — 

The Committee recommended that a Jute Advisory Board with a Jute 
Commiesionei* as its principal executive officer for the whole of Bengal should 
be appointed. 

Action taken — 

Government has sanctioned the creation of a post of Special Officer, JnW, 
and his staff to deal comprehensively with all questions arising out of Gov- 
ernment’s jute policy. An Advisory Board has been ('onstiiuted under the 
Jute Regulation Act, IMO. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter IV — Fonnation of a price judicy of i>addy and rice. 

Action taken — 

As only one member was in favour of fixing a minimum price of paddy 
and rice and he did not support his aigument by any vety cogent reasons 
and as the majority considered that the abolition of the export duty and 
•the imposition of an imi>oit duty with fixed quota within which imports will 
be allow'ed free of duty as recommended in Chapter V and the marketing 
refoms proposed in (thapter VI wmuld be sufficient to attain to the level of 
the price parity of (»ther agricultural commodities, Government accepted the 
views of the overwhelming majority and dropped the question of a minimum 
price for rice and paddy in normal circumstances. 

Recomm endations — 

Chapter V — Alxdition of the ex|K>rt duty. 

Action taken — 

As the subject matter of the recommendation concerns the Commerce and 
Labour Department of this Government, this W’as referred to that Department 
for taking necessary action. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter V — Imposition of the import duty. 

A ciioit taken — 

As the subject matter of the recommendation c.oncerns the Commerce and 
Labour Department of this Government, this was referred to that I>e{Mirtnient 
for taking necessary action. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter VI — Grading of paddy and rice. 

Action taken — 

It has been realised that if any grading is to be done, power must be 
obtained for enforcing the grades through a legislative measure. A pro- 
vision has been made in the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill to that effect. 
Unless this is passed into Act, grades of rices in Bengal cannot be laid down 
and enforced. 
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Recom/mendationt — 

. Chapter VI — ^Establishment of Regulated Markets for paddy and rice with 
the following facilities : — 

* 

{%) use of standard weights and measures ; 

(n) reduction of market charges to the minimum; 

{Hi) abolition of improper allowances and reductions; 

{iv) supply of market intelligence ; 

(i;) storage facilities ; and 
{vi) <iuick settlement of disputes. 

Action taken — 

The Markets Ilegulatiou Bill, llHl, which is now liefore the l^egislature^ 
contains provisions for the estiiblishment of regulated markets for agricul- 
tural produce on these lines. When the Bill becomes law the question of 
establishing regulated markets in accordance with the provisions thereof will 
be taken up. 

Recommendations- 

Ohapter VIII — Government should accept and adopt a short perio<l policy 
based on four main requirements, viz., seeds, manures, water and drainage 
(paras. 104-117). 

Action taken — 

The subject is under considerati<m of Government in consultation with 
Director of Agriculture, Bengal, and the Irrigation Department, 

Recommen datiom — 

Chapter VIII — TrausiKut facilities of poddy and rice (paras. 118-123). 
Action taken — 

The revision of railway and steamer freights to the level of commodity 
prices which is a subject of the Commerce and Liibour (Marine) Department 
was referred to that Department. 

Recommendations — 

Chapter IX — Improvement of crop forecasting and ajjplication of the 
method of random sampling for paddy. 

Action taken — 

The Director of Agriculture, Bengal, was asked to consider the question 
and to submit schemes with the estimate of cost likely to be involved if he 
agreed with the method of survey proposed in this connection. The Direc- 
tor of Agriculture, Bengal, accordingly submitted two schemes for ogricul- 
turul survey and soil suivey for this Province at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 7, 28, 700 and Rs. 21, 12,000 resiieclively and these were approved in 
principle by the last meeting of the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary and 
Animal Husbandry. As it is the present policy of Government not to 
consider any long-term schemes which are not connected with Civil Defence 
or the pirosecution of the war, the schemes are awaiting provision of funds 
when the financial conditions improve after the cessation of the war. A 
scheme for the random sample census of Jute and ans paddy by Professor 
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Mdbalanobis ha.si be<‘n sanetioueil at an estimated cost of about Rs.l^ laklis. 
Another scbeme for sample census of uman paddy by Professor Mahulanobis 
is under examination. 


Recommendations — 

Chapter IX — Establishment of a Provincial Uureou of Statistics and 
improvement of trade statistics. 

Action taken — 

The matter is under consideration of Government. 


A BRIEF HE.SUME OF THE “GrOW MoRE FoOD” CAMPAIGN. 

A Food Production Committee (ionsistinjf of officials and non-officials was 
formed towards the end of March, 11)42, to advise Government on the measurea 
to be adopted for increased food pitnluction in the Province. Unfortunately 
for various reasons no meeting of the Committee could be called since 22ud 
June last. The Food Committee approved two scliemes for distribution of 

(1) 260,000 niauuds of departmental varieties of aman seeds and (2) 19,126> 
maunds of seeds of mustard, giam and lentil. The.se schemes were sanctioned 
by Government at an estimated co.st of Rs. 10, 12, 000 and Rs.l.SI.tKK) respec- 
tively and the distribution was made on “sowai'* system, i.e., one maund 
to be given at the sowing time and 1| maunds to !«> returned to Government 
at the harvest. Several other schemes as detailed Mow were also sanctioned 
by Government in connection with the last year’s campaign : — 

(1) Scheme for distribution of seeils of English vegetables at an esti- 
mated cost of Rs. 1,00,000. 

(2) Scheme for distribdfion of one lakh maunds of seed ]x>tato at aa 
estimated cost of Rs. 15,00,000. 

(3) Scheme for distribution of 201 lakhs of improved varieties of sugar- 
cane cuttings at an estimated cost of Rs. 3, 10,000. 

(4) Scheme for distribution of 48,000 maunds of aus paddy seeds at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 7, 68, 000. 

On account of various reasons, chief among which are scarcity of good 
seeds, transport difficulties, etc., the above schemes could not be fully jiut 
int') oiieration and the figures below will give an approximate idea as to how" 
far the schemes were operated : — 

Amount distributed or 
spent during 1942*43. 

Aman paddy seeds . . . . 200,000 maunds. 

Rabi seeds . . . . . . 18,990 „ 

(Gram 6,962 mds. 

Lentil 7,81 1 „ 

Mustard 4,217 „ 

18,990”). 

English Vcf^tables . . . . Rs. 8,661 

Potato seecu . . . . Rs. 3,28,000 

Sugarcane cuttings . . . . 260 lakh cuttings. 

Figures for distribution of aus seeds are not yet available. 
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In order to impresa in the minds uf the puUic the necessity of growing 
more food, extensive propaganda was carried on last year by means of lectures 
and by wide distribution of leaflets, posters, as well as by the display of 
hoardiogs, kiosks, magic lantern slides, etc. Appeals by the then Hon'ble 
Chief Minister and the Hon’ble Minister for Agriculture were also issued to 
the Members of the Legislature, landlords. Chairmen of District Boards and 
other associations, Presidents and Members uf Union Boards and also to the 
cultivators of the Provin(;e for their hearty co-operation. A sowing calendar 
was also printed both in English and Bengali and was wid^y distributed 
throughout the Province so as to give the |)e(>ple an idea as to the time of 
sowing seeds of crops and vegetables, nature of soil on which a particular 
crop is to be grown, the seed rate per acre, outturn, time of harvesting, etc. 

A list of propaganda materials {xrepared and issued is enclosed herewith. 

**♦ 

In addition to the above schemes, a sum of Rs. 1,00,000 was sanctioned 
by the Revenue Department for the re-excavation of silted up tanks chiefly 
in Birbhum and Bankura districts and a sum of Rs.lO lakhs was issued ns 
takavi loans chiefly for the purpose of giowiiig more fowl croi)s dining the 
y«ar. 

The Committee laid a very great stress on a most vigorous, continuous jind 
intensive campaign to educate the jieople as fully as jiussible iu the necessity 
of increased food-production in tlm Province and to advise them as to how 
this may be achieved. Importance of the uses of improved seeils, letter 
implements, better cattle, etc., was accordingly brought home to the people 
and the preparation of “Compost” was specially advocated for the purpose. 
Cultivation of vegetables, fruits, fodder crops, etc., and imiwovement of 
fisheries, poultry and dairy were also included in the Campaign. The people 
were also asked not to keep an inch of cultivable land fallow. A Special 
Officer was appointed to prepare and supply suitable propaganda materials 
at proper intervals and to co-ordinate and consolidate the Campaign through- 
out the Province. All the modern methods of propaganda, e.g., posters, 
leaflets, slides, hoardings, gramophone records, etc., were adopted to educate 
the people in various directions. Several articles in simple Bengali were 
published in the press to strengthen the campaign and at the instance uf the 
Special Officer a non-official fortnightly paper called “Khadya Utpadan” 
was started and sent out to the Subdivisional Officers for distribution for the 
countryside. A “Sowing calendar” both in English and BengalPwas prepared 
and distributed on a large scale to educate the people in the cultivation of 
various food crops, including vegetables, fruits and also fodder crops. 

1&43-44. 

In connection with the current year’s campaign three lakh maunds of 
amon seckis are again being purchased and distributed and a sum of Rs.flfl^ 
lakhs has already been sanctioned for the purpose. It has been decided that 
for every maund of seed received, the loanee will be required to pay 1| 
maunds of seeds or Rs.SO if repayment is made in cash (Bs.25 in scnne parts 
where the price is unusually high) , 
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In order to popularise the growing of fodder crop in Bengal, 12,500 
matmds of seeds of kharif fodder crops, Jotrar, Bajra and cowpeas are l>eiiig 
distributed on loan to be reco\^ered in kind or iu cash of the cost piice of seed 
snp^ied at a total cost of Rs. 1,26,000. Sanction has also been given for 
the distribution as loan recoverable after hai^vest at cost price of 42,000 
maunds of gram, lentil and mustard seeds at an estimated cost of 118.6,63,000. 
For increasing the area under wheat it is coutemplate<l to distribute to the 
cultivatcH's on loan 20,000 maunds of wheat seeds at a total cost of Rs. 3, 00, 000 
which will cover an area of 20,000 acres. 

In order to provide irrigation facilities for the cultivation of wheat, 
sanction has been given for providing twenty Persian wheels iu twenty 
selected centres in the Northern and Western Circles. These Persian wht'els 
working on a rotational .system would command an area of 50 acres and would 
thus help in bringing 1,000 acies under wheat cultivation at a total esti- 
mated recurring and non-recurring cost of Rs.80,000. Government have also 
authoriiSed the Collectors of districts to sj^end up to Rs. 10,000 each on small 
’irrigation schemes which will immediately help to bring mine land under 
cultivation or increase the priHluction of the cultivable lands and can be 
completed Ijefore the rains. They have also been asked t6 come up for 
additional funds, if necessary, in this direction and it is estimated that work 
to the value of Rs.S lakhs will be completed before the rains set in. The 
Irrigation Department are also seriously engaged on schemes of drainage 
and irrigation for execution in the next cold weather. 

Last year’s programme of jiropaganda in connection with “Grow More 
Food” campaign is l>eing continued in the current year. Propaganda is also 
being made for growing more vegetable, ms by taking up quick growing vege- 
tables, it would be possible tt> reduce the demand for rice, stocks of which, 
have now become limited, A scheme for supply of seeds of country 
vegetables in and around Oalcutta has l>een sanctioned by Government and 
an enlarged scheme in this respect for the whole municipal areas of this 
Province is under contemplation and it is proposed to be operated in the next 
cold weather. For supply of vegetables to the Defence Services a scheme 
for growing English vegetables in the Darjeeling district has been drawn up 
and is now being operated at the exiiense of the Central Government. Another 
scheme for growing of vegetables in the plains for supply to the Army has 
also been drawn up at an estimated cost of about R8.2 lakhs and is under 
consideration. It is proposed to take up the scheme as Agents of the Govern- 
ment ol India, if they are agreeable to such a course. 

In a conference held recently at Dacca with the Ilon’ble Minister for 
Agriculture as President, the question of organising the future “Grow More 
Food” schemes was considered as a result of which it is contemplated to 
take up schemes for reclamations of new lands during next year b^^^ granting 
loans to the landlords for the purpose. 

In connection with the “Grow More Food” schemes Government have also 
ranorioned the entertainment of a disease control staff consisting of one 
2 
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Mycologist, one Entomologist, three mycological assistants, three entomolo* 
gical assistants, etc., at a total estimated cost of Es. 68,000. 

Government have also appointed an Agricultural Development Commis* 
sioner who will be assisted by a staff of experienced administrative officers. 
It is intended that he will relieve the expert officers of the Department of 
much.9f the administrative work entailed in the seed distribution and other 
schemes, thus enabling further schemes to be undertaken for which staff was 
not hitherto available? he will also supervise the collection and preparation of 
schemes for the extension of cultivation and of double cropping, and will 
assist in co-ordinating the work of the Agriculture Department with other 
Department. 


Li»t of Propaganda materials on “Grow More Food*'. 

1. Appeal to cultivators. 

2. Appeal to the Presidents and Members of Union Boards. 

3. Appeal to landlords. 

4. Appeal to M.L.As. and M.L.Cs. 

6. Appeal to the Chainneu, District Boards and other Associations. 

6. A note on organisation of propaganda. 

7. Leaflets Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

8. Posters Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

9. Booklet on “Grow More Food” (English and Bengali). 

10. A “Tarja** entitled “Khahar Jogar Karo”. 

11. Pamphlet on Compost. 

12. Hoardings — 11. 

13. Slides— 2. 

14. Eiosks. 

16. Sowing Calender (English and Bengali). 

16. Leaflet on fighting crop fires. 

17. Leaflet on the cultivation of suitable food and fodder crops around 
slit trenches. 

18. Leaflet on rahi crops. 

19. Designs for coloured posters (4) on rahi crops. 

20. Design for kiosks. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 
According to the rule of practice obtaining in this House, questions and 
replies are supplied just half an hour before the House site. Sir, it is 
physically impossible for any member to go through them before putting 
supplementary questions within that time 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your suggestion? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: My suggestion, Sir, is that the procedure 
now obtaining should be changed and the questions and answers be made 
available to the meiqbers the previous evening in order to enable them to go 
ihrottgh them carefully and prepare supplementary questions. Sir, 
supplementary questions often elicit very important information with regarl^ 
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to tll« administration of the State, and it is a privilege and right of the 
House to put these questions after being properly prepared. I think much 
valuable time of the House is wasted if replies are given which are evasive. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: I am afraid that cannot be. This practice has 
been in vogue for a long time, and I do not think that it is necessary to 
change it now. Supplementary questions have always been put in "Hie 
past, and I am sure the rules* have been operating very satisfactorily. If 
any honourable member wants to put any supplementary question on any 
particular question, he is expected to study the answers only to that question 
and not all the questions. 

Mr« H ARID AS MAZUMDAR: May I appeal to you. Sir, to see that 
the questions and answers are put on the table at least half an hour before 
the Council sits? Sometimes, they are distributed only five minutes before 
2 o'clock. This gives us hardly any time to go through them. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall see that the questions are placed on the table 
•half an hour before the House sits, but it is not possible to place them in 
the hands of the members the day before. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state by how many acres the areas under paddy and other food cr(»p8 in 
Bengal have been extended by the operation of the special measures taken 
by the Government up till now? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: In 

Bengal we have not got any organisation for collection of statistics of acres. 
It is generally done more or less by guess. For last year we have not got 
any figures to say definitely that there has been any increase and this year 
we will try to get some definite figures for the next year. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Has there been any increase in the acreage 
of jute? 

Tha Hon*bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINt 

Only in the licensed area jute is grown. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state since when the Grow More Food campaign is in operation in Bengal? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl 

Since last year. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there has been an increase in the cultivation of jute 
over the last year’s licensed area? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I could not say, but it is the general idea that there has been some increase 
in the cultivation of jute. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: My question is this — for which portion 
of Bengal has this Grow More Food campaign been adopted for the purpose 
of extending the area under paddy and other food crops? 
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Tht Hon'bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYEO MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

For Bengal as a whole; throughout Bengal, I mean. 

* 

Mfi HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, in Chapter X, page 3 of 

today’s printed answers, I find the following answer: Action taken 

standards of weight being a central subject enforcement of standards must 
await the bringing into force of the Government of India Standards of 

Weight Act which prescribes the standards Sir, may I know who will 

bring that Act into force in this province — the Central Government or the 
P^rovincial Government P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

It is a central subject, as far as I know. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: I submit, Sir, it is wrong 
information and the answer has not been correctly given. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: You cannot argue on an answer. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: But that is a wrong answer that 
has been given by the Government 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Right or wrong, you liuve got to accept it; you 
cannot supply the answer. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’hle Mini.ster plea.se state if he 
is aware of the fact that there has been an increase in jute acreage on account 
of the lack of supplies of paddy seeds in time? 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

Certainly not. All the licensed area has not been grown with jute. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is it not a fact that the area under jute is 
much larger this year than last year? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

It may be larger this year, because it was decided to sow with jute ten 
annas land as compared w'ith 8 annas last year. But even then the full 
licensed area of land has not been grown with jute this year. 

Relief work in Midnapore. 

8. Rai 8ahib dOGENDRA NATH RAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the total amount spent in cash and also in kind for relief work in the 

devastated parts of Midua{x)re and 24-Bargana8 up to this date; 

(б) the total amount received from the public contributions frojn inside 

and outside India; 

(c) names of all nou>ofBcial organisations at work in those areas and 

the relief work done by each of them to mitigate the loss and 
damage caused to i)er8ons and properties ; 

(d) all the details of the relief measures already taken by the Govern- 

ment or about to be taken by them ; and 
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(») whether the Goremment consider that the phase of short-time relief 
is now over or about to be over P 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon*l>le 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (o) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) No public contributions were received by the Government. 

(c) The following organisations have worked from time to time: — 

24-Parganas. 

(i) Jana Seva Mondali. 

(it) Ramkrishna Mission. 

(m) Brohma Samaj. 

(tv) Vivekanando Mission. 

(t^) Hindu Mahasabha. 

(vi) Marwari Relief Society. 

(vii) Muslim Relief Committee. 

(cm) Bengal Peoples’ fX'clone Relief Fund. 

M ulnapore. 

1. Ram Krishna Mission. 

2. Hindu Mahasabha. 

3. Bharat Sevasram Sangha. 

4. ^ Marwari Relief Society. 

5. Friends Ambulance Units. 

(). Medical Section of the B.C.P.C. 

7. Nababidhan Relief Mission. 

8. Bankura Medical Units. 

9. Muslim Relief Society. 

10. Hindu Mission. 

11. Upper India A8.sociation. 

12. Indian Medical Association. 

13. Mayor’s Relief Fund. 

14. Midnapore Flood and Cyclone Relief (Committee. 

15. Peoples’ Cyclone Relief Committee. 

16. Aryya Samaj Relief Society. 

17. Khadeni-ul lusan Mission. 

18. Pabna Satsang. 

19. Hindu Muslim Unity Association. 

20. Indian Christian Association. 

(d) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(e) Short term relief is not expected to be over earlier than the next 
harvest. 
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Statefneht referred to in reply to dame (a) of question No. 6. 


• District and 
rabdivi^n. 

Midnapore 


Head of relief. 


1. Gratuitous relief— 
(a) In cash — 
Contai 
Tamluk 
Ghatal 
Jhargram 
Sadar South 
Sadar North 


Expenditure 
up to 16-6-43. 

Ba. 


13,67,036 

7,41,681 


800 

981 


21,00,397 


(6) In kind — 


Contai 

• • • « 

16,36,416 

Tamluk 

• • t • 

26,70,666 

Ghatal 

• • t * 

2,408 

Jhargram 

• • • • 

0 9 

Sadar South 

• • • * 

:i5,443 

Sadar North 

Agricultural loan — 

(a) Ordinary agricultural loans — 

6,938 

41,50,871 

f 

Contai 

• • • • 

26,92,110 

Tamluk 

♦ « • • 

19,67,090 

Ghatal 

• • • 0 

1,26,000 

Jhargram 

« • • * 

61,000 

Sadar South 


6,75,000 

Sadar North 

(6) Loans to Jotedars and Talukdars — 

2,94,164 

67,04,354 

Contai 

t • • • 

36,785 

Tamluk 

(c) Business loans — 

• * • • 

1,97,093 

2,32,878 

Contai 

• • • • 

53,960 

Tamluk 

* • • • 

62,336 


1,16,295 
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District and Head of relief. Expenditure 

subdivision. up to 16 •6*43 

Rs. 

Test relief — 

Ciontai . . . . 32,45,920 

Tamluk . . . . 19,84,376 

Jhargram . . 61,800 

Sadar South .. .. 3,39,745 


35,76,841 


Relief to weavers — 

Ck>ntai . . . . 12,000 

Tamluk . . . . 30,000 


42,000 


■ 24-Parganas 1 . Gratuitous relief — 

(Diamond Harbour). (a) In cash 

(6) In kind — 

(i) Rice 
(it) Paddy 
(ut) Cloth 
Frocks 
Merjai 
Hessian 
Barley 

Sati 

Sago 

2. Agricultural loans — 

(a) Cash 

(b) Kind 

3. Business loan 

4. Test relief — 
Ordinary test relief 
Embankment repairs 


R8.1,993 

29,882 mds. 

.. 11,954 „ 

. . 6,181 pairs. 

. . 104 dozen. 

. . 681 pieces. 

. . 10,000 yds. 

. . 100 mds. H- 

600 tins. 

. . 2 mds. 4- 

23 tins. 

. . 1 md. 4- 

13 tins. 

. . Rs.4,60,000 

. . 8,491 mds. of 

paddy seed. 

. . Rs,80,000 

. . R8.2,662 

Over Rs.S lakhs 


Statement referred to in clause (d) of question No. 5, showing the detnile 
of relief measures taken by Government in the districts of Midnapore 
and 24~Parganas. 

1. Distribution of gratuitous relief — 

(a) In cash, i.e., cash doles. 
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(b) In kind — 

(t) Rice doles. 

(w) Free distribution of cloth, blankets, etc., and also of sago, 
barley, etc., for invalids and milk and food to babies. 

(in) Free distribution of house building materials. 

(iv) Free supply of seeds. 

2. Distribution of agricultural loans for — 

(i) House building. 

{it) Agricultural operations, 

(iii) Subsistence. 

(tu) Purchase of milch and plough cattle. 

3. Distribution of loans for rehabilitation of small trades and business. 

4. Test relief works — 

(7) Ordinary test works, e.g., construction of roads, re-excavation of 
kJuiU, etc. 

(li) Repair of emlwnknients. 

5. Sinking of tube-wells and excavation and re-excavation of tanks. 

6. Free supply of medicines and other medical relief. 

7. Providing occupation and employment in Salt Manufacture. 

8. Advancing the pay of the chowkidars and dafadars in the most dis- 
tressed areas from provincial revenue pending remission of union rates in 
those areas. 

Resides in the district of MidnaiHire the following special ineasures have 
been taken — 

(1) Milk canteens have been opened for distribution of milk to infants, 

invalids and expectant mothers. 

(2) Government have .sanctioned Rs.57,000 for distribution as gratuitous 

relief to destitute weavers for repairs or replacement of their looms 
and a further sum of Rs.f)8,6()0 for supplying them with yam on 
loan. 

(3) Government have sanctioned Rs.6,79,0(K) for assisting the educa- 

tional institutions severely damaged or destroyed. 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: AVith reference to (b). was any public 
contribution called for by the Governor? 

The Hon*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: May I know why the Governor’s 
.Itind has not been included in the list? I do not also find the Mayor’s 
Fund included in this list. 

Tht Hon’bfo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA. These are not Govern- 
ment funds, and that is why Government is not aware as to how much has 
been collected by those Funds. 
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INr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: 1 think thene two funds should 
be included in this list. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mookerjee, you cannot ^ro on arguing*; you can 
only put a question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Did not the (Tovernor call for publio 
contributions and then the public contributed to the Govennir's Fund? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: We have not yet any 

information on the point. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my point is: whether tho 
Governor’s Fund is not a public Fund and whether the public did not 
contribute to the Governor’s Fund? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, that would amount to an expression of opinion . 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: My question is whether the Governor’ii 
h’und is a public fund. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Is the Ilon’blc Minister aware as to what i» 
the balan<‘e of the Governor’s Fund? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; No. 

Cyclone and flood in Diamond Harbour. 

a. Mr. RANAJIT PAL CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

{a) whether any estimate has been made of the extent of loss of (1) 
human life, (2) cuttle, (-3) crops and (4) proj)ertie.s camsed by 

the cyclone and flood havoa- in the Diamond Harbour suldivision 
in October, 1942; 

(h) it .so, when it is expected to be published; and 

(c) if not, the reason or reasons for which such an estimate has not 
been <*onsidered neces.sary ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) Yes, so far as loss 
of human life, cattle, croi>s and huts is con< erned. As to loss of other j>ro- 
perties no reliable estimation is possible. 

(«6) It was made available to the Fress as soon as the flgures Avero com- 
piled. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Price of yarn. 

7. Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whether it is a fact that the price of yarn jjer bale has shot up four 
or five times its pre-war price and that the hand-loom weaver* 
have stopped work on account of high price of yam; and 
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(6) if 90, what measures have been adopted by Government of Bengal 
for the supply of cheap yarn to the Bengal weavers? 

MINISTER in chargn of the COMMERCE, LABOUR ami INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENTS (the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin): (a) It is a fact 
that the price of yarn per bale has increased but I have no information that 
bandloom weavers have stopped work for this reason. 

(b) It is in contemplation to promulgate an order controlling the distri- 
bution of yarn to hand-loom weavers of the Province but as this is contingent 
on arrangement being made for the supply of yarn to the weavers at con- 
trolled rates, this Government are in communication with the Central Govern- 
ment to that end. 

Mfi HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when this communication was first made to the Central Government? 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: I cannot give the exact 
date when this communication vas made to the Government of India; but 
we are in communication with them. 

Ban on ’’Desher Katha”. 

8. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(а) If he is aware that a book entitled “Desher Katha” edited by the 

late Pandit Sakharam Tlanesh Deushkar was proscribed by the 
Government of the Province and is still on the banned list; and 

(б) if the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, whether 

the Government now propose to lift the ban; if so, when; if not, 
why not? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

(6) No, Government do not think it exijedieut to remove the ban during 
the pendency of war. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be plea8e<l to 
state if he luis gone through this book “Desher Katha”? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not fully. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Then how is it that Government* says 
that it is not expedient to remove the ban? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, it 
was a ban put by the previous Government, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS; Then will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to make it his business to go through the book and reconsider whether it is 
not expedient to remove the ban? 

The HonllJe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; I do not think anything has 
taken place since to change the view taken by the previous Government. 
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Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I ask the Hon'ble Minister to go 
through the book fully and if he thinks fit to recommend removal of the ban 
imposed by the previous Government? 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Until the circumstances make 
it necessary to reconsider the decision which has been arrived at by the 
previous Government, I do not think there is any justification for the 
removal of the ban. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is in a position to contradict that the ban was placed on this 
book when the Montagu-Chelmsford Report came into operation? 

(No answ'er.) 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: AVill the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is prepared to follow in this matter the policy adopted by the 
Government in 1914-15? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I said ‘^previous Govern- 
ment”. I did not say “Government just before the present Government”. 
As a matter of fact, from wdiat 1 have seen of the book I am definitely of 
opinion that there is no justification for changing my views. 

Taxi-cabs in Calcutta. 

8. Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALANOBIS: Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the attention of Government has been drawn to the fact that 
since the settlement of the last general strike of taxi-cab drivers 
in (’alcutta, it is getting increasingly difficult to engage taxi- 
cal>s on hire in Calcutta at the rale shown by taxi meters, as 
the taxi-cab drivers refuse to ply at the meter rate and charge 
higher rates, sometimes double such rates or more l>efore accoi>t- 
ing engagements; 

(b) if the answer to (a) be in the affirmative, will the (j!<»verument be 

pleased to take immediate and effective stejw to i>revent this 
practice; and 

(c) if the answer be in the negative, will the Government l)e pleased to 

institute immediate enquiries about the matter, and take steps 
to prevent such ])ractice, if found to exist? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamentary Secretary (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir NazimuiMin): {a) Yes. 

(h) An order has l)een issued under the Defence of India Rules imposing 
a surcharge of eight annas i»er trip over the meter reading. Strict super- 
vision is at the same time l>eing exercised to prevent the taxi-drivers from 
charging extravagant fares. 

(v) Does not arise. 
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MFi NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE* May I know what ia the strict 
s,uperviflion exercised and what is the remedy for a lay man against a taxi- 
driver who insists on extorting double fees from his customer? 

Mri BIREN ROY: He can immediately take the taxi-driver to 
the nearby police-station. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What is the remedy in case 
he does not get relief at the police-station? We know that in some cases 
complaints were made at the police-station but no action was taken by 
4he police. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We have reports that in cases that were reported 
to the police steps were faken. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMOAR: Sir, may I rise on a point of order? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: What is your point of order? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MfAZUMDAR: My point, Sir, is that this question 
was put to the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin who is present here and in his 
presence rny honourable friend the P.arliainentary Secretary is replying to 
the question. In terms of the Standing Order it is the Minister in charge 
of the Department to whom the question relates, or in his absence any 
other Minister with the consent of the President, who slumld give the 
answer to the question. With regard to the supplementary questions, my 
point is that they are very important because very important information 
ie elicited by them. So these Parliamentary Secretaries who have no 
access to the files should not answer the supplementarv questions 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. Mi'. Mazumdar, you must confine 
yourself to the jioint of order strictly. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, my ]>oint is that in the presence 
of the Hon'ble Home Minister who is in charge of the tjue.stion, his Parlia- 
mentary Secretary cannot reply. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Hon’ble Minister can authorize their 
colleagues or tlieir Parliamentary Secretaries to reply to tlie que.stious. 
In the present case, even though the Hon'ble Home Minister is physically 
present, 1 assume he is not mentally jiresent. (Laughter.) 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: On a point of order, Sir. Only when 
any Hon’ble Minister i.s absent, then some other Hon’ble Ministers should 
reply on his behalf. This will be in accorilance with the rules. But is 
it not necessary that these rules are to be first amended or extended before 
Parliamentary Secretaries can be allowed to reply? What I would submit 
to you, Sir, is this that so long as the rules stand, the Hon’ble Ministers 
to whom the questions may be put or in their absence some other Hon’ble 
Ministers should reply to them and not their Parliamentary Secretaries. 
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Mf» PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I draw your attention to the definition 
of the word “Minister”. Thg word “Minister” means a member of tlie 
Council of Ministers and includes any member to whom such Minister may 
delegate any function assigned to him under the rules. 

Mr* HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Sir, with regard to my point of order, 

I am not concerned with the definition of the word “Minister”. There is 
a distinct direction in the order that in the presence of the Minister in 
charge no other Minister or member of the House can reply. I want a 
ruling on this point whether in the presence of the Minister in charge, a 
Secretary or a delegate can reply xinless this order is changed. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: A Parliamentary Secretary can answer questions, 
otherwise the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries is useless. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, here the Hon’ble Minister is 
present and not ab.sent. Therefore, our point is whether the Parliamentary 
Secretary can reply on behalf of the Minister when he is present before 
the rules are amended* or e.xtended. We quite realise that a new situation 
has arisen with the advent of tlie Parliamentary Secretaries and that 
certain functions must be allotted to them. But our point is this that 
these rules still govern us and so before these rules are amended or 
extended we want to know whether the Parliamentary Secretary can reply. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Parliamentary Secretaries can always do so. If 

an Hon’ble Minister chooses not to answer a question himself and delegates 
the duty to one (Xf his colleagues or to his Parliamentary Secretary to 
answer such a question, he can do so under the rules. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, as the custodian of the rights of this 
House, when a Minister is present and chooses not tt) reply to a question, 
is it not youy prerogative to compel the Hou’ble Minister to reply? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I do not think so. Whether the answering is 

done by the Minisfer or by one of hia colleagues or by his Parliamentary 
Secretary, it is immaterial. The rules authorise him to do so himself or 
by delegating the power to someone else, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: May we have your ruling on this point. 
Sir? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: 1 have disposed of this point of order already. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Sir, my point has not been 

answered clearly. May I ask the Parliamentary Secretary as to what 
machinery is there to check thi.s evil of the taxi-drivers charging more 
than the usual rate? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Specific instances should be brought to the notice 
of the police. When complaints are made they should be registered and 
action will be taken on them. 
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Ilr« LALIT teHAHDRA O^ISi jOil' this last reply may I ask for a 
rulktg from the Chair as^to whether .this statement from»*the Parliamentary 
Secretary can be used as evidencfi if any tsase comes to the Court? The 
poipt is this: according jto the recenl ruling of the High Court at Calcutta 
so far as Ministers’ statemeiits are concerned, they can he referred to as 
pieces of evldenoei * , 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, Mr. Das, that is not a point of order, 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Sir, arising out of 
(ft), will the Hon’hle Minister please see that the order issued by Govern- 
ment is prominently displayed on the <!ar^ itself somewhere near the taxi- 
meter so that a passenger may not have Aiiy difficulty in understanding 
what the order is? v 

Mr. BIREN ROY: A communique was issued in the papers to this 
effeet— = — ’ » • 

Rai Bahadur KESitAB CHANDRA BANERJEEs Uyyoiui is whether . 
it can be arranged Jhat thg order referred to in (6) should be prominently 
displayed somewhere near the taxi-meter, j 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is not considered expedient at the present 
moment. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble Home 
Minister take action so that the Commissioner of Police may give direc- 
tions to the constables on duty to take action as soon as any complaint is 
made to them? It would be much more convenient to a passenger if th© 
traffic police or a constable nearabout could take cognisance of the 
complaint than for him to go to a police-station. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: We have authorised the coirt^tables already to take 
notice of such complaints. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Is the Home Ministei aware 
that proper relief is not being obtained by .the public who use these 
taxi-cabs P , . - » 

Mr. BIREN ROY: - Well, as far apvl know, relief has been obtained 
in several oasesL Several'* taxi-drivers were fined and in some cases their 
licenses were withdrawn. 

Mr. NAREBH NATH MOOKERJEE: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that advance payments are sometimes taken by taxi-drivers before' they 
agree to ply? In such cases what is the remedy? * 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The only remedy that I can suggest is to go to, is 
police-station and record a complaint. > *- 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: With referenee to 
(ft), again, wiU the Hon’ble Minister please state whether this has 
been given wide publicity among the public? * 
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|||p> BIREN ROYs As I have s^ready^said, a oommuiiiqulS was issued 
in |1he papers. J , " * . „> - . 

Bumw ei{aciiMs. 

IBt Khtti 8^ib ABDUL AZIZs (a) Will the lloii'ble Minister Iq charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to statd if it is a fact that relief to 
Burma evacuee.s of Chittagong and Noakhali has been siopi)ed uowr If 
so, why? 

(b) Is he aware that the evacuees in question would l)e greatly incon- 
venienced by this sudden stoppage of relief ? 

(c) Do the Government propose to continue the relief measures for their 
benefit as before? If not, why jsi.ot? 

Tho Hon’blo Khwsjft Sir NAZIJMUDQINs The honourable member is 
referred to the luiswer given in this Houses on (he l4th July, 1943, to Short 

Notice ques^on. lifo. 51 A. 

* * 

.* Burnui E¥8cti«o9*t 

Ill Mr. NDR AHP^ED^ {aj Will the Hon ’bio Minister in charge of tho 
Home Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the relief given 
to the Burma evacuees of Chittagong and Noakhali by the Government of 
Bengal has been stopped all on a sudden? 

(h) Is it a fact that a sudden stopping in the relief has caused and is 
causing great hardships and suffering to the Burma evacuees of Chittagong 
and Noakhali? 

m * 

(c) If so, do the Government propose to continue relief as before P- If 

npt, why not? * 

(d) What other measures, if any, the Government of Bengal propose to 
take in order to give relief to the Burma evacuees of Chittagong and 
Noakhali t 

(e) Is it a fact that many thousands of the evacuees of< these two districts 
have not received any relief from the ftipd allotted for this purpose? 

(/) Is it a fact Chat many thousands of claim petitions from these 
evacuees are still lying undisposed of in Chittagong? 

(ff) If so, do the Government pfopose’^ to malce projpex aiyangement for 
giving relief and to dispose of these claim petiti<MM- without further delay? 
If not, why not? > » 

The Hon'ble Khwaje Sir NAZIMDODIN: The honourable member is 
referred to the answer given in this House on the 14th July, 1943, to Short 
Notice question No. 51 A. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if in this matter of relief the oonoession formerly given to the studeuta 
are being continued P 

■Mr* BIREN ROY I That question has, already been answered by the 
Hon’bte Chief Minister. 
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Hft HUMAY^Il KABIRS <0^ Hoftt of ord€r, Sir. The .hono^lile 
meiaber who is attempting tp'giirji answer to my question on l^half 
of the Chiijif Minister a^arently Jhl^s ^ot*<know what was the answer of^ 
the Hon’ble Chief Minister. ^ I have A^ked, Sir, a definite question and he 
ehould pve a reply to it^ — 

Mfi BIREM ROY: I ask for notiee* 

Mfi MUMIAYUN KABIR: Sir, as we have submitted before, it is 
found in many cases that it is pof possible for the Parliamentary Secretary 
to give an answer properly to a question to which the Hon’ble (.'hief 
Minister could give a proper reply if he wet« present; in such cases if the 
Parliamentary Secretary attempts to give... fl reply and fails, it means 
depriving the House of a valued privilege of getting proper replies to 
questions, because #when the Parliamentary Secretary fails in his attempt 
to give a proper answer, naturally he is forced to ask for notice of ques- 
tions of which notices were perhaps given two or three moqths ago. This 
particular question cropped up in cdnnectioh with a shor^notkje qweation, 
which was answered r if the Parliamentary Secretary bad. given attention 
to that question, this difficulty would not have arisen. At that time, you 
will remember. Sir, that he was unable to giye a proper answer to supple- 
mentary questions and consequently that question was held over to enable 
the Hon’hle Chief Minister to give a proper reply. So, Sir, this difficulty 
is created, as pointed out by my friend Mr. Mazumdar, if the Parliamentary 
Secretary answers the questions, especially when the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister is present. ' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You must realise that the change of rules will not 
.alter the situation becumse vdien the Hon’hfe Minister delegates his ri^ht 
of reply to questions to the Parliamentary Secretary, the Parliamentary' • ' 
Secretary takes full responsibility and whatever reply he gives he givee^ . 
oit behalf of the Minister. . ** 

The Hon'ttie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: Sir, the supplemeUtary 
question of Mr. Humayun Eabir is not a part <ff either question 10 or 11 : 
there is nowhere mentioned in these questions anything about the relief 
to the students; so the proper answer to this question is to ask for notice 
and that is wl^t.bas been asked. *** 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: ^ Sir, I' would refer ylu to shoH-notice 
question No. 51A in vrtiich that matter was raised at that time. 
the answer to * short-notice question No. 5IA was given, this matter ' jras 
raised and I thought that 'if the Hon’ble Chief Miiiister himself had . iupHed 
be could have thrown aoUie information on the subject especially When 
this alterpoon he has just iufti^ed the Hou^e that Government' 
orders to resume giving relief which was wjfhheld preT^owidyi It was 
because that relief was withheld tKat^’huf ad|6urnment! motjou: W.W 
but according to y^ifr advice it was withdrawn in favour qf .a sbort-notiew 
question rega||ini| .the relief to be given to "the eyaeulj^ qud tke qttestibjE| 
of relief to students ^s a pi«t .pf ifhat relief. 
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<i|l HmW* KMMla Sir NAXIMUOUN: WoU, I eai My tkis that 

I got BO informatioB about ^is nutter and if I had to apuiww it f 
alad trould have asked for notice. 

■iiigal (Rural) Primary Eiluaatiaii Aot 

12i Kluui Sidlib ABDUL AZfZt (a) Will the Hon’Me Minister in 
charge of the Education l^artment he pleased to state whether S comprehen- 
sive Bill has been prepared in order to improve the existing Bengal (Bural) 
Primary Education Act of 1930 P 

(b) If so, when will this ainooding Bill be introduced in the Bengal 


(c) Do the Government propose to make primary education free and 
compulsory in those districts where education cess ik being levied f If not, 
why notP 

MINISTER in oharga of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Uia 

'Hoii'Mo Mr. Tamiiuddiii Khan) : (a) No. 

« 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Cess provides insufficient funds for free and compulsory primary 
education. The problem is at present being investigated. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state since when this investigation has been started and how long it 
will take to finish the investigation P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The inves%atiun was 
started a few months ago and it is expected tO be finished very soon. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us an idea of the timeP “Very soon” is rather a vague expression. 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think #ithin the current 
financial year. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: What is the problem that is being 
investigated P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, you should put your supplementary 
questions in proper form. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of answer (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what is the problem he refers to that 
is being investigated P 

Tha Nan'Ma Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHANS^ Please ^fer to question (e). 

, Mf« LALIT CHANDRA DASi 'I have gone through question (e). 

Mr. PREBIOENTS Mr. Das, I must remind you again that you should 
put your question in proper form if you want an an«wer to your quiltion 
from the Hon’ble Minister. 

S 
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Mf> LALIT CHANDIIA OASs ' WiU *tlie Hon’ble MinistiT fee pleased 
«to state wiiether the problem is to make education free and compulsory in 
the districts F 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Evidently, that is the 
problem. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether he proposes to keep in abeyance the realisation of education cess 
pendipg the investigation of the problem? 

Th0 Hon'bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir. 

Health of students. 

18. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state what measures have been adopted 
and are being adopted to improve the health of the students of all classes in 
Bengal? 

(6) In how many schools and colleges in Bengal has the system of 
midday tiffin for students been introduced up to this date? 

(c) What was the amount spent from the provincial revenues for midday 
tiffin of students in Bengal during the years 1940-41 and 1941-42 respectively? 

(d) Do the Government propose to take steps for introducing this 
system of tiffin in all schools and colleges in Bengal ? If not, why hot ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Trained teachers are 

employed for physical education in High Schools, High Madrasahs, Middle 
Schools and Primary Schools. 

(n) The poorer students of high schools and high madrasahs are supplied 
with tiffin free of cost. 

(m) Grants are sanctioned to schools and madrasahs for the purchase of 
apparatus for physical exercises and for improvement of playgrounds. 

(b) The information is not readily available. 

(c) R8.46,000 in both years. 

(d) Yes, if funds permit. 

Mr. 8ULTANUDDIN AHMED: Will the Government be pleased to 
state what is the number of those poor students who are supplied with 
tiffin free of cost? 

Tll« Hon’bH Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 cannot give the number. 
For that I ask for notice. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUABEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to give us an idea as to the contents of this tiffin? What does the tiffin 
oonsist of, and wW are its constituents? | 

RREBI DENTS The Hon’ble Minister will please answer the 
question. , 
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lit HMi’bl* Mr. TAMIZUIIOIN KHANt I don’t think an uiswm 
is inWded. 

Klwn Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what money GoTernment have spent on this tiffin? What are the 
things that are purchased by the money provided? 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government have spent 
Es. 45,000 during the years 1940-41 and 1941-42. So far as the aoutal 
articles purchased are concerned, it depends on the particular locality 
concerned. The same things are not provided everywhere. For instance, 
in Chittagong nowadays ch?/ra is being given in place of luchi which was 
given previously. Therefore, it is not uniform. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of (c), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to make it clear whether Bs. 45, (XK) was spent in two 
years or lls. 45,000 is spent every year? It is not clear from the reply. 

The Hofi'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In two years. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to 
tell us how’ much was spent per student per month? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: VV’^ili the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it is propo.sed to extend the facilities whatever their cost to the 
students of the middle English schools and to primary schools as well? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: .lust now we are not 

thinking of that. 

Special training for second language teachers. 

14. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department be pleased to state whether arrangements have been 
made for special training pf second language teachers, i.©., Arabic, or 
Persian teachers, serving in schools and colleges of Bengal P If so, what are 
they? If not, why not? 

(5) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the Government of the Punjab 
have made special arrangements for training of those teachers? 

(c) If so, do the Government propose to make similar arrangements in 
Bengal with such modifications as they think best? If not, why not? 

(d) What facilities have been provided by the Government of Bengal for 
the training of the teachers for madrasahs, both of old and new scheme; 
now existing in Bengal? If not, why not? 

(e) Is it a fact that there is great dearth of trained teachers in Bengal 

madrasahs ? ^ 

(/) If so, what measures do Government propose to take for the training 
of such teachers in training schools? If not, why not? 
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Tit NtR’Mt Mr. TAMIZUIMNN KMAfl: («) It kM not \mk ptisible 

to mtAe any arrangements on account of ike war. 

* 

(6) I have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) English teachers of reformed madrasahs are normally required to 
possess the B. T. Degree. During the war it is not possible to make 
arrangements for the training of teachers of old scheme madrasahs. The 
question requires thorough investigation. 

(e) There is a lack of such teachers. 

(/) The question will be taken up after the war is over. 

Finanoial aiil to Edimtioiiftl ImtitiiUont of Ooloutti. 

' IS. Mr. HARIDA8 MlAiiUMiDAR: WiU the Hon’ ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state if the Government propose 
to grant the educational institutions of Calcutta further monetary help in 
the near future? If not, why not? 

Tho Hoil’Mo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khan: No. Funds are not available. 

Land undar paddjy. 

IS, Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be pleased to state what were the total areas 
of land under paddy cultivation in Bengal in the years 1938, 1939, 1940, 
1941 and 1942 respectively and what is the total acreage of land in which 
paddy has been sown so far in the year 1943 P 

(h) What was the percentage of increase or decrease in acreage of paddy 
land during these years and what is the amount of increased acreage of land 
under paddy in the current year? 

(c) What measures have been- adopted and are being taken by the Govern- 
ment in furtherance of the “Grow More Food*’ campaign? 

(d) How much land has been reclaimed and newly brought under paddy 
cultivation in Bengal as a result of the “Grow More Food” campaign? 

(e) What is the approximate increase in paddy and other food crops as 
a result of the “Grow More Food” campaign? 

(/) What is the total expenditure that would be required to finance the 
“Grow More Food” schemes in Bengal, and how much of this expenditure 
would be met by the Government of India and how much would be borne 
by. the Government of Bengal?' 

(g) Do the Goveomment propose to pay subsidy to the cnltivatora and 
joUdart in order to encourage them to bring wapte lands under pad^ 
ealtiTation and to ^obtain increased yield of paddy crops p«r acre ol taro 
as is being done in the Punjab and other Provinoes ? 
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KImh iaMw RAIYID IMIAZlAliyiNIIII NtiAIIII (a) 

TE» jMveag* figims for the ymn 1998 to 1942 ere giiwa belo«>^ 


Year. 

Acreage. 

1938 

... 21,988,000 

1939 

... 22,265,100 

1940 

... 20,770,300 

1941 

... 23,843,000 

1942 

... 23,293,900 


The figures for 1943 are not yet available. 

(b) Percentage of incfease or decrease as compared with the figure for 
1942 is given below — 

Increase ( + ) 

Decrea8e( - ) 


1938 

... -6-94 

1939 

... -4*67 

1940 

... -12:16 

1941 

+ 2-36 


(c) The following measures have been taken or sanctioned under the 
“Grow More Food*’ campaign; — 

(1) distribution of seed loans of amm, aui^ gram, lentil, mustard, 

fodder crops, 

(2) grant of takmi loans, 

(3) improvement of irrigation facilities by initiating new irrigation 

schemes and by installation of Persian wheels, and 
* 

(4) propaganda including the organisation of a Manure Week. 

id) Exact information is not available but it is believed that there has 
been a considerable extension of cultivation as a result of “Grow More Food” 
campaign. 

(e) The year 1942 in which the “Grow More Food” campaign was first 
started was exceedingly a bad one for au9 and aman crop ; but despite this, 
the area shows little decrease from the previous year which was an abnor- 
mally good one. The rahi food crops showed increase. 

if) The present estimate of expenditure during 1943 is about 93 lakhs. 
The Government of India are giving substantial grants towards “Grow More 
Food” schemes; but it is not possible as yet to say how much of this 
expenditure will be met by the Government of India as the matter is under 
consideration. 

(g) No; the cultivators are given takani loans. 

Rai ttaMiir KftHAl CHANDRA RANERdii; With reference to 
{d)j will the Hon’ble Minister |dease state what is the basis of this bdbef 
of his since no d^nite information is available P 

Wm NtC'Mfi KhM SAIYCD MUAZIAMUDRIN HtiAINs 

Tla reports of local (Mten 
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Dr. K^MUD MNKAR DAY! What is the amoant of money that 
haa been already spent by G-overnment on this Grow More Food campaign 
during the current year and the year before? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahailur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

It is not possible to say without notice: 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: What is the source of the 
figures almost up to hundreds as regards the acreage of cultivation 
in Bengal? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

These figures are collected by the Director of Agriculture on the reports 
of District Agricultural Officers which are also verified and compared with 
reports received from the District Magistrates and Collectors. That is how 
these figures are compiled. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Are they based on enumera- 
tion or mere guess work? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is more or less guess work. The original basis, however, was the 
aettlement record of rights but year to year they have been decreased or 
added to according to the climatic condition. 

Regulation of Markets. 

17. Mr. NUR AHMIED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department be pleased to state what measures have been 
taken and are intended to be taken for the regulation of markets in Bengal? 

(6) Is it a fact that many illegal dues are bein,g realised by the owners 
of most of the markets in Bengal from the sellers and stall-holders? 

(c) Is it a fact that the last coalition Government introduced a Bill under 
the caption “the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 194]“ and that the said 
Bill was passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly and was sent to this 
House ? 

(d) Is it a fact that a Bill entitled “the Bengal Markets Regulation Bill, 
194U’ sent up from the other House was referred to a Select Committee in 
this House and the Select Committee’s report was duly presented to this 
House? 

(e) If so, do the Government propose to continue and proceed with the 
•aid Bili? If not, why not? 

Tht Hon’bla Khan Bahailur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: (a) 

The Government had introduced a Bill known as “the Bengal Markets 
Begulation Bill, 1941“ for the purpose. 

(b) Government are aware that some charges are of doubtful legality, 
but they are being realised from a very long time. 

(0) The answer is in the affinnative. 

(1) The answer to the first part is in the affirmative. The of the 
Select Committee was presented to the House, on the 11th December, 194|. 
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^) The Bill introduced in 1941 has lapsed. Goverhnient has bften 
eeridttsly considering the points raised in the minutes of dissent submitted 
by several members of the Select Committee and is trj'ipg to reintroduce 

a revised Bill in the near future. 

/ 

Distribution of paddy soodi in Oontai. 

18. Mr. BANKIM DHANDRA MUKHERdl: {a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state if in the 
Contai subdivision of the Midnapore district sufficient paddy seeds have been 
distributed for cultivation? 

(b) Will the Government be pleaseil to direct agricultural officers in the 
Contai subdivision to see that the entire area that can be cultivated with 
paddy be so cultivated and sufficient paddy and cattle are provided for the 
purpose P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYEO MUAUAMUODIN HOBAINs 

(n) Yes. 

(b) A whole-time Agricultural Officer has been appointed to work in the 
subdivision in conjunction with the officers of the Revenue Department. He 
is being assisted by other Agricultural Officers whenever required and I have 
reason to believe that the major portion of the cultivable area in the subdivi- 
sion will be brought under paddy this year. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that a large area in the Contai subdivision 
is lying fallow aud will he consider the desirability of providing rahi seeds 
for sowing a large area in that subdivision that was affected by the flood P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8 AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO 8 AIN 1 

We have already formulated a scheme for the distribution of seeds on an 
extensive scale in the flooded areas. 

The Bengal Pasture Bill. 

10. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if the Bengal Pasture Bill, referred to the .Select Committee during 

the last session of the Bengal Council, has l>een (X)n8idered by 
the Select Committee; 

(b) what steps have been taken to fill up the places now vacant in the 

Select Committee due to the retirement of certain members ; and 

(c) if the sitting of the Select Committee will be expedited and the 

Bill brought before the Council for discussion at an early dateP 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINi 

An official Bill is being drawn up on more comprehensive lines for introduction 
in the Legislature shortly and it is not therefore proposed to proceed with 
the previous Pasture Bill. 



ai QFESf IONS Am AMSWKm. [15th 

Mr. lANKlM OHANDRA MUKHEMI: WiU the Boa^le Mini^r 
br plemMd to itate the time that will be taken in preparing the official Bill? 

Tht Hon'bto Kfem BOiaOur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOSAINs 

We hope to introduce it in the next geasion of the Council. 

RaQomiiMiMlitiam of the Land Rovanut Commiaeion. 

m Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Berenue Department be pleased to state what steps have been taken by 
the Government of Bengal to give effect to the recommendations of the 
Land Bevenue Commission as contained in their recommendation Nos. 34, 35 
and 42 to 50 of the “Main conclusions and recommendations of their report, 
Volume I, published in 1040“ P 

(6) Do the Government propose to introduce any Bill to give effect to 
the recommendations in question P If not, why not P 

(c) Have the Government accepted any recommendations of the Land 
Bevenue Commission in question P If so, what are those recommendations? 

TIm Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) and (b) Under con- 

sideration of Government. 

(c) The honourable member is referred to the statement made by the 
then Hon’ble Minister, Revenue, on the subject on the floor of the Assembly 
OB the 15th March, 1943, 

AbolitiM of tho Pommiofit Sottlomont. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHALAN0BI8: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
Government propose to postpone further consideration and action with regard 
to the scheme for abolition of the Permanent Settlement in Bengal during 
the continuance of the present warP 

Tho Hon’Mo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERIEA: The honourable member 
is referred to the statement made by the then Hon’ble Minister, Revenue* on 
the subject on the floor of the Assembly on 15th March, 1943. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANABI8H: On a point of order,. 
Sir. When a question is put by an honourable member in this House, is 
it permissible to refer to an answer given by another Minister some time 
before in another place? 

Mr. PRE8IDBNT: Usually it should not be done: but it has been 
the practice to do so. I think that in answering questions the Hon’ble 
Ministers should not refer to statements made elsewhere. 

Tlli Hon’Alt Mr. H. 8. tUHRAWARDYl May I ask wkether a 
printed report of the proceedings elsewhere is not a public thing to whiek 
reference could be made? It becomes an official dMUBMmt and as snoli 
whether reference might be made to it as to any printed: dbcuinim 
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lir* PilESIOENTs Reference can be made to an official docnaaeni; 
but tdben a question is put, it is tbe privilcir*^ of the House to get a npfy 
irom tbe Hon’ble Minister directly and merely by leferrinf to statenMoita 
elsowbcire tbe question is not properly answered. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANARliH: Then, Sir, I submit 
that my questio^ has not been answered, and that proper answer should 
be given to it. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the policy enunciated in tbe statement made by the them 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister in regard to this subject has changed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, this is a ques- 
tion of policy which relates to the Government as a whole. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether the present Government was in power on the 15th 
'March, 1943? 

Thi Hon’bia Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHALANOBISH: Will the Hoa'Uo’ 

Minister be pleased to state whether my question will be answered next day f 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In answer to that 
question I can read the statement. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY; Will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether Government propose to postpone further considera- 
tion and action with regard to the scheme for abolition of the Permaaent 
Settlement. When a similar question was put to the previous Govern- 
ment, the previous Ministry gave an answer which is embodied in the 
statement, dated 15th March, 1943. Now, will the Hon’ble the Revenue 
Minister tell us whether the same answer holds good so far as the present 
Ministry is concerned? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The matter is under 
consideration by the present Government. 

Khen Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether this answer is not likely to. mislead the public as regarde 
the policy of the present Government, as the answer which is now bein^^ 
given was prepared by the previous Government which is no longer in 
power? Because, for obvious reason, when the Hon’ble Minister refers to 
the statement made by the previous Government, it will convey an 
impression that the policy adumbrated by the previous Government is also 
the policy of the present Government. 

TIm HMi’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As I have alrtady 
stated, the matter is under consideratien. 

KBBHAi BHANDNA BANBRJBEl On a poul of 
privilege, Sir. The mcnibcn of this House have the right to enquim of 
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tli« policy of the present Government with regard to the Land Eevenue 
Cfommission Report and not the decision arrived at by the previous Govern- 
mmit. The q^uestion put by Mr. Abul Quasem was whether the present 
Government have accepted the policy laid down by the previous Ministry. 
The answer is that the matter is still under the consideration of Govern- 
ment. Therefore, how could a Bill for the imposition <^f tax on agri- 
cultural income be introduced in view of this statement 

The Hen’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government has 
introduced this Bill because that particular item has been considered by 
the present Government. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Well, you can take that point when the statement 
as laid before the House and is under discussion. 

Non-Agrioultural Tenaih^ Bill. 

B2. Khtn Bfthib ABDUL AZIZ: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that a compre- 
hensive Non-Agricultural Tenancy Bill was framed and published in the 
K/olcutta Gazette by the Government of Bengal ? 

(h) If so, do the Government propose to proceed with the said Bill? 

(c) On what date shall the present Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
^Temporary Provisions) Act, 1&4Q, expire? 

TIm Hon'Me Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) The provisions of the Bill are under fresh examination. Government 
liropose to introduce a Bill as soon as possible. 

(c) On the 29th May, 1944. 

Tub^'wells in Caloutta. 

Sa. Khan Bahib NURUL AMHN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
-of the Public Health and Ijocal Self-Government Department be pleased to 

«tate — 

(a) the numl)er of tube-wells sunk in Oalcutta under the supervision of 

the Chief Engineer, Public Health Department, as A.R.P. measure 
in 1941; 

(b) the number of contracts for such tube-wells given to Muslim and 

Hindu contractors (to be showii separately) ; 

' (o) the number of contracts for t^be- wells distributed this year amongst 

Hindu and Muslim contractore respectively ; 

{d) whether the Government consider the desirability of giving 60 per 
cent, of such contracts to Muslim contractors ; and 

<«) if the answer part (d) be in the aHnnfttive, whether the Gov^n- 
ment propose to issue a circular to that effect? 
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MINISTER in ohaiie of tho PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF* 
GOVENNMENT DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*blo Khan Bahadur MaulM 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) 2,4^6. 


(b) Hindus ... 9 

Muslims ... 2 

Sikh ... 1 

(c) Hindus ... 6 

Muslim ... 1 

(d) No. 


(e) Does not arise. 


Adjournment motions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions are over now. I will now take up 
adjournment motions. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my adjournment motion is to the 
following effect: — That this Council do adjourn its business to discuss 
a definite matter of urgent public importance, namely, the very serious 
situation which has arisen out of the present food crisis resulting in deaths 
from starvation of manj* persons in several parts of the city of Calcutta 
and in the districts of Bengal. Government having failed to adopt adequate 
measures to meet it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: May 1 make a suggestion ? There is an item on 
today’s agenda that the Hoii'ble Civil Supplies Minister will make a state- 
ment on the food situation. My sugge.stion is that you first listen to that 
statement and if after that you still feel inclined to press your adjournment 
motion, you may do so. I on my part will waive the question of urgency. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Very well, Sir. 1 accept your 
suggestion. 

Th6 Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Apart from that, is there 
not going to be a discus-sion on my .statement? If .s<j, then how does this 
adjournment motion arise at all? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir, 1 rise to 
present 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. There are other adjournment 
motions also. 

TIm Hofl*bla Khwija 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: But then no member has 
risen to move them. So they do not arise. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid Sir Nazimuddin has misunderstood 
the position. Adjournment motions are at present being considered, and 
the first motion on the agenda was moved by Mr. Lalit Chandra Dan and 
at my suggestion he agreed to defer it until the Minister for Civil Supplies 
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Itld 3B^e kis Btatemaiit. I must give otker konotii'able ine]nl]ter8 who kave 
giTtn notice of adjournment motions ckance to move tkem if tkey want to 

so. Then, again, till I call upon the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to 
make his budget statement, he cannot do so, and I have not yet done so. 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I beg to move that this 
Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the failure of the Bengal Government to set 
at liberty persons purported to have been detained under Rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules, in spite of the decision of the Calcutta High 
Court and the recent decision of the Federal Court of India declaring the 
procedure adopted by the Bengal Government regarding detention as 
0t)ntrary to law and improper. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What are your points in support of your motion? 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: This is a matter of 
definite public importance as so many persons have been deprived of civil 
liberty in spite of the declaration of the High Court of Calcutta and the 
Federal Court of India that Rule 26 is illegal. 

TlM Hmi*I|I* Khwafa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I submit that this matter 
is 9 ub judice as we are going to file an appeal to the Privy Council against 
the decision of the Federal Court. I maintain that the principle of 
sub judice means that nothing should be done about a case which is coming 
up before a court to prejudice the court beforehand. In this particular 
case, it is fairly certain that the matter will come up before the Privy 
Council. In my opinion, a matter becomes sub judice not only when a 
thing is actually before the court, but even when there is every likelihood 
of the case coming up before the court. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I reply to the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes. 

Mr« LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, the Hon’ble Chief Minister has 
said that the case is sub judice. May we know whether an appeal has been 
filed before the Privy Council? If it is not, mere intention that it will 
come up before a court does not make the case sub judice : the court must 
be in full seisin of the case before it can be said that the case is sub judice. 
The Government may change its mind tomorrow: so unless and until a 
case is actually before the court, it is not sub judice. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: May I know, Sir, 
whether the honourable mover of the resolution thinks that the release of 
political prisoners is more important than the question of hundreds of 
deaths from starvation in the streets of Calcutta? 

Mr. PRESIDEIIT: That is quite beside the p<nnt. 

Mr. KADIM MKSH: I th»h, Sir, that the koMUfid»le mwet el the 
l ee e h atkm shoukt expka hew it it a natter of u^gemt |^ie aiHportaBce. 
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KcfluAg iiM <beea iai<I about it : let him escplaia the {ratitioa and let us 
imileistaBd it. The question whether it is ««& judwe or not will come here- 
after. 

Dr. KUMVD tANKAR RAY: Sir. will it make it a matter of. public 
importance if Mr. Eader Baksh bad been in prison I' ProbaHy not. 

Mr. KADER DAKSH: We would like Mr. Shrish Chandra OhskraTorti 
to explain how it is a matter of public importance. 

Mr. H ARID AS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I may reply to my friend Mr. Kader 
Baksh by saying that illegal detention makes it a matter of urgent 
public importance. These persons have been deprived of their liberty 
illegally. The High Court and the Federal Court have decided that they 
should be set free and in spite of that they have been kept under detention. 
This position makes it a matter of urgent public importance. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: May I ask Sir Naziinuddin if these persons have 
been released or they are still in prison? 

Tim Hon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The Federal Court decided 
only 8 cases ; but these persons have since l)een detained under Regulation III 
of 1818. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: Sir, with regard to the question of sub judioe, 
I have not quite followed Sir Nazimuddin. A matter becomes 4 a 6 judice 
only when it is pending before a Court of Law, I only want to know 
whether this matter is pending before a Court of Law. There may be an 
intention on the part of Government to carry an appeal before the Privy 
Council, but unless and until that intention is translated into action, Govern- 
ment cannot give it the colour of sub judice. Unless the question is pending 
before a Court of Law, bow can it be a matter of suh judice? I only want 
to know this. My intelligence and knowledge is limited and so I would 
request the Hon’ble the Home Minister to explain how the case is judice. 

Mr. HAMIOUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: On a previous occasion the 
Hon’ble the President gave a ruling on a similar question but it was a 
more difficult point than this one, namely, the Kishoregunge case. There 
was an adjournment motion moved in this House on a certain shooting in 
the subdivision of Kishoregunge. The then Home Minister sought to stop 
the debate on the ground of the matter being sub judice. He said that it 
was suh judice because a complaint had been entertained by the police and 
the police was going to send the ease up to the Court. As there was a 
chance of the case going to the Court, therefM'e he wanted it to be treated 
as suh judice. A statement was made that the police had already taken 
cognisance of the case and they were going to send it to the Court. There- 
fore, it was declared suh judice and no debate was allowed. The principle 
is that there should be no debate in the Legislature on a case which is to 
be tried by a Court of Law thereby prejudicing the litigants before the 
Court. Therefore, if this debate is allowed, it will prejudice the parties 
in ^ eye of the Court. 1 therefore, submit, Sir, Hiat on principle it mH 
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Ije violating the very thing against which this provision haa been inserted 
^ the Council Procedure Rules, namely, that no debate should take place 
on a case which is to be tried by a Court of Law. This case is going to 
be tried by a Court of Law, so it must be held to be sub judtce. 

MPt LA.LIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq 
Chowdhury has referred to th'e Kishoregunge case. Now, so far as I 
remember and I think I am not mistaken, the then Home Minister was 
heckled and he definitely made a statement that the case was in actual seisin 
of the Court. As a matter of fact, a suit had been actually filed in the 
Court. Therefore, the Kishoregunge case does not apply here. Now, Sir, 
in arguing the latter portion whether the case is sub judice or not, I say 
that mere intention on the part of any party to file an appeal to a higher 
Court does not make the case sub judice. I, therefore, submit that the 
motion is in order. 

Mr, KAMJNI KUMAR DUTTAs Mr. President, Sir, we are engaged 
in discussing what is the legal connotation of the expression sub judice. 
We may e^ree or differ as to the correct interpretation ; but nowhere in the 
rules do I find this expression. The rule to which reference has been made 
is apparently rule 89 (c). The provision there is quite definite and clear, 
namely, that the House shall not refer to any matter which is under 
adjudication by a court of law. So. Sir, as to what sub judice means, 
whether a contemplated proceeding can be styled sub judice or not, we 
need not travel into that domain at all. So far as the rule of this Chamber 
is concerned, it is quite definite and that is that it shall not refer to any 
matter which is under adjudication by a court of law. It is quite definite 
and there is no uncertainty about it. So it is quite clear that so far as 
the interregnum period is concerned, when a matter has been adjudicated 
by a court and when there is a chance of further adjudication of the matter 
by another court, only for that interregnum period no provision has been 
laid down under the rules. We are to be governed by the rules of this 
House and the general principle underlying all rules and laws is that 
where a nile or a law* fetters the freedom of the public in any way, it 
should be construed very strictly. It should not be interpreted in any 
way which would fetter the liberty or rights of the members. Therefore, 

I consider that it is the right of this House to discuss the matter. Sir, I 
hear voice from an honourable member as to how the fettering of liberty 
comes in. Sir, one cannot feel what loss of liberty means unless one fs 
behind the prison bar. I only wish my friend had tasted a little of that 
life in order to understand what loss of liberty means. Sir, as I have said, 
the rule is quite clear, namely, that it shall not refer to any matter which 
is under adjudication by a court of law. The Hon’ble the Home Minister 
has stated that at present there is no proceeding before any court and so 
it cannot be treated as a matter which is under adjudication by a court of 
law. Sir, a reference has been made to a previous occasion when a similar 
matter was taken cognisance of by the police and as such the point was 
raised whether it was a matter which was under adjudication by a court 
of law. Without referring to what had actually happened at the time, 1 
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may sa}’ that it is the established law that when the politte take oognisano^ 
of a case — and the police can take cognizance only of cognizable offences-r- 
they must immediately submit a report to the District Magistrate and tha 
District Magistrate takes immediate cognizance of the matter. So, when 
a matter is taken cognizance of by the police, it is at once submitted befora 
the District Magistrate and it is accordingly treated as if it is under 
adjudication by a court of law. So, Sir, this plea does not help the 
Government in the least. Moreover, it was then a question of fact whether 
the matter was actually before any Magistrate and when the Hon’ble Home 
Minister said that the matter was before a Magistrate, certainly the House 
was bound to accept that the nmtter was under adjudication by a court of 
law: So, in this particular case the adjournment motion moved by my 
friend certainly fulfils the primary clement that it must be a matter of 
urgent public importance; it is also a matter of recent occurrence, because 
the decision of the Federal Court is very recent. The only question is : 
whether there is any bar of rule which would prohibit this House from 
considering the question. The only bar which is (contemplated in the rules 
of this House is that it must not refer to u matter which is under adjudica- 
tion by a court of law and as the matter is not yet under adjudication by 
any court of law, I think the objection raised by the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister cannot stand. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 have given careful consideration to the subject. 
Now, from the statement of the Hon’ble the Home Minister it is obvious 
that the matter is not in seisin of any court, and whether a particular 
matter is suh juilice or not is not a question of inference but a question of 
tact, .\ccording to the rules of appeal framed by the I'rivy Council “the 
appellant shall lodge his Petition of Appeal where the Hecord arrives in 
England printed, within a period of four months from the date of such 
arrival in the case of Appeals from Courts situate in any of the (countries or 
places named in Schedule B hereto, and within a period of two months from 
the same date in the case of Appeals from any other courts”. So even if 
Government had despatched the appeal papers by air to England they 
should still have four months from the time of their arrival in Ivondon 
for filing the appeal. But according to section 210 of the Gov(*rnment of 
India Act “All authorities, civil and judicial throughout the Federation, 
shall act in aid of the Federal Court”. Here the Federal Court passed a 
judgment and the Government have not acted according to the decision 
of the Federal Court. It involves the liberty of certain citizens: it is also 
a matter of recent occurrence. So it is certainly a matter of urgent public 
importance. Also according to the rule Teferred to by Mr. Kamini Kumar 
Datta, it does not refer to any matter which is under adjudication by court 
of law. It would be under adjudication when the appeal is actually filed. 
In this view of the matter, I allow the adjournment motion. I propose 
to fix tomorrow for the discussion of the adjournment motion. Is there any 
objection to its being taJcen up tomorrow? 

Mr. MEtBAHUDOiN AHMED: Sir, I suggest that it may be taken 
up at a later date. 
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Me. nUIOINTi Then is ao other date avaOiiUeifxcept tomorrow 
Saturday. . - 

Mfi SHIIISH OHANDftA CHAKIIAVERTI t Sir, tomorrow is better. 

Mfi ^RCSIOCNT: I think tomorrow woold be more convenient. In 
this ^nnection, I may mention that there is a stiggestion that the House 
should meet at 9 o’clock in the morning in order to enable the other House 
to meet a little earlier. So, I propose to adjourn the House till 9 o’clock 
toBMirrow and I fix the time for discussion of the adjournment motion at 
S o’clock tomorrow. 

Mf* LALIT CHANDRA DAS' Sir, will it not be more convenient 
|o fix the hour of sitting from 11-30 to 1-30 P 

Mr. RRESfDENT: No. 

Mr« SHRItH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will there be any 
^estions tomorrow P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, there will be no questions tomorrow. 

Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERilEE: Sir, is it your desire that the 
House should meet from 9 o’clock every dayP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, the House will meet every day at 9 o’clock in 
order to enable the other House to meet a little earlier because of the 
Ramzan. 

Mr. KADER BAKSH: From 9 to 11 how much time we will have? 

\ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: By meetinjjf from 9 to 11 we will have our usual 
two hotirs. Order, order. Now, I have to fix the day for the discussion 
of the adjournment motion. If there is no objection, I want to fix if for 
tomorrow. 

Thu Hon’bln Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no business before 
the House tomorrow, so how can we adjourn the business of the House 
tomorrow and take up adjournment motion? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This question appears to be very pertinent. In 
that case, I have to fix it today. Will you accept that? For the 
convenience of Government I was trying to fix it for tomorrow. 

Tha Hon'Ma Kliw«la Sir NAZIMUDDIN: My difficulty is that there 
ia a Cabinet meeting tomorrow morning, and I have other important 
business also. Therefore, I am afraid tomorrow will not be quite suitable 
for us. 

Tilt Hon'blf Mr. H. S. S^HRAWARDY: Yes, Sir, there a Cabinet 
meeting tommrow, and I don’t think the Hon’ble Chief Minuter will be 
aide to prepare a suitable smswer even for tdie satisfaction of the House if 
this matter is taken up for discussion tomorrow. 
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ii^t^f^iliSiOEIIT: Ord^, order. I quite ^predate the difficultiet of 
Ooverstoent. In thivl ease, we have to fix the adjournment motion for. 
d&cussion on the non-pmiual day. But this I shall do only with the consent 
and eoncunence of the ^uourable members. 

(Many honourable membem: No, no, not on any non-official day.) 

Mr« M'ESBAHUOOIIf AHMED* Sir, I would suggest that the 
adjournment motion be taken up on a non-official day, one hour being 
devoted to non-official business and one hour to the adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That oilers a way out. Is the House prepared to 
agree to this suggestion? The suggestion is that the House should sit one 
hour longer on the next non-official day. 

(Several honourable members: No, Sir, we want full two hours.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut if you want (tovernment to give a comprehen- 
sive reply to the adjournment motion, I think you also should give them 
sufficient time to prepare the reply. The Hon’ble the Home Minister has 
got to study the question. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Lei us rather sit one 
hour more on an official (fay. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ease, 1 shall have lo fix Friday the 17th 
for this motion and we should sit one hour more. We begin at 8-30 a.m. 
instead of at 9 a.m. and sit upto 11-30 a.m., so that we may devote two 
hours to the adjournment motion and one hour to non-official business. 
That is final. 

Panel of Chairmen. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule (> of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedue Rules, I nominate the following gentlemen on the Panel of 
Chairmen for the ensuing session : — 

Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta, 

Mr. W. B. G. Laidlnw, 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Momiu, c.r.K., and 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. 

House Committeei 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Under rule 122 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I nominate — 

The Deputy President (Chairman, ex-officic), 

Mrs. K. D’Bozario, 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson, 

Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

Mr. Birendra Eishore Roy Chowdhury, 

Mr. Moazzem Ali Chowdhury, and 
Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury, 

on the House Committee for the current seMioo. 

4 
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Qov«raor’s Assant to Bill. 

‘ Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to inform the House that the Bengal Kon- 
Agricultural Tenancy (Temporary Provisions) Extending Bill, 1943, which 
was passed by both Chambers of the Bengal Legislature, has been assented 
to by His Excellency the Governor under the provisions of section 75 of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Bengal Vagrancy Ordinance, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. The Hon’ble £han Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

With your permission, I beg to lay the Bengal Vagrancy Ordinance, 1943, 
before the Council. 

Presentation of the Budiget. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami will now present the 
Budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMI: Mr. Presi^nt, 1 
rise to present to the Bengal Legislative Council the Budget for the year 
1943-44. 

This is the second time that the House is being called upon to consider 
the estimates for the current year. The first presentation took place on 
the 17th February, 1943, when the Fazlul Huq Ministry was in office. The 
estimates were fully discussed on the floor of the House for three days 
commencing on the 23rd of February and the proceedings were duly con- 
cluded by a reply from the Finance Minister touching upon the various 
points raised in the course of the debate. So far as this House was 
concerned, therefore, nothing further remained to be done about the Budget. 
In consequence, liowever, of certain events into the details of whitffi it is 
not necessary for me to enter, the consideration of the Budget in the other 
House could not be 'completed and the requisite Schedule of authorised 
expenditure could not therefore be authenticated by the Governor in terms 
of section 80 (2) of the Government of India Act. Thus it is that more 
than five months into the current financial year Government find themselves 
without due sanction for the appropriations necessary to carry on the 
administration. It has been decided in these circumstances to initiate the 
Budget proceedings de novo by placing before the Legislature fresh estimates 
for the current year. The presentation of a Budget in the middle of the 
year is not in accord with Rule 12 of the Bengal liCgislative Council 
(Governor’s) Rules. In order to regularise the position the Govemo® has 
been pleased, after consultation with you, Mr. President, to make an ad hoc 
rule authorising the presentation of the current year’s Budget during the 
course of the year. 

Sir, it is not my desire to tax the patience of the House and waste its 
valuable Hwift by going over the details of estimates which have already 
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been fully considered and discussed. I propose, threfore, to confine my 
observations to those particulars in which the present estimates differ from, 
those laid before the House in February last. 

The Budget which was considered by the House in February last was 
drawn up on the basis of the revised estimates for 1942>4d. The actuals 
for that year have since been received. They do not, in the great majority 
of cases, differ sufficiently from the revised to justify any revision of our 
original forecasts. The only items under which these forecasts have had to 
be modified are; — Revenue Receipts — Excise, Stamps and other taxes and 
duties. Revenue Expenditure — General Administration, Agriculture, 
Famine extraordinary charges and interest. Capital Expenditure — 85A — 
Capital outlay on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939. 

The opening balance has been modified so as to agree with the actual 
closing balance for 1942-43. Changes have also been made in the Debt 
Deposit Section of the Budget in the light of subsequent developments. 
Estimates under all other heads remain as before. 

I shall explain very briefly the reasons for the main variations. 

The present estimate of revenue receipts stands at 18 crores 44 lakhs 
which is some 2^ crores better than the original estimate of 16 crores 2 
lakhs. The improvement is shared by three main heads, viz., 89 lakhs 
under Excise, 70 lakhs under Stamps and 83 lakhs under other taxes and 
duties. 

Two factors are responsible for the increase under Excise. One is 
increased consumption due to the large influx of non-Bengali labourers, 
camp-followers and evacuees who are addicted to liquor and other excise 
products. The other is a very substantial enhancement of the rates of duty 
on liquor, ganja and opium undertaken with the two-fold objective 6f 
reducing consumption and mopping up surplus purchasing power. 

Under Stamps, the bulk of the improvement amounting to 58 lakhs, 
occurs under “Non-Judicial” and is due to an expansion in the volume of 
transactions, like transfers of immovable property, for which non-judiciftl 
stamps are required. An increase of 12 lakhs under “Juditual” is due 
mainly to larger institution of Tamadi and other suits. 

Out of the total increase of H*‘» lakhs under other taxes and Duties some 
44 lakhs are due to enhancement of the rates of levy in resjjcct of Entertain- 
ment Tax, Betting Tax and Electricity Duty with efl'ect from Ist May, 
1943, in terms of the Bengal Finance Act, 1943. The bulk of the remain- 
ing increase occurs under Sales Tax and is due to the general rise in the 
price of commodities. 

The original estimate provided for a revenue expenditure of 17 crores 
55 lakhs. This has been raised- in the present estimate lf> 25 crores 81 lakhs 
— an increase of about 8 \ crores. The bulk of this is accounted for by 
three main heads, viz,. Agriculture, 82 lakhs; Famine Relief, 3 crores 39 
lakhs; and Extraordinary charges, 3 crores 87 lakhs — a total of 8 crores 
8 lakhs. The remainder of the increase is due to the fact that owing to 
an increase in the estimate of loans to be taken from India, interest charges 
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have gone up by nearly 13 lakhs; and there is an increase of about 3 lakhs 
. in the General Administration Budget owing’ to the number of Ministers 
and Parliamentary Secretaries being greater than was anticipated in the 
original estimate. 

The increase under Agriculture is due to charges on account of the “Grow 
More Food” scheme for which there was no provision in the original 
estimate. The details are as follows: — 

Lakhs. 


Distribution of amnn paddy seeds 68 

Distribution of rabi seeds 

Distribution of vegetable seeds 2^ 

Distribution of aus paddy seeds 3^ 

Distribution of fodder crops lA 

Total 82 


Under Famine, the original estimate contained a precautionary provi- 
sion of 13 lakhs. The present estimate stands at 3 crores 52 lakhs. The 
increase is due to a serious deterioration of the economic situation over the 
greater part of the province owing to flood, cyclone and above all, the 
fantastically high price of rice. 

Out of the total increase of 3 crores 87 lakhs under “Extraordinary 
charges” 3^ crores represent the loss on account of sale of subsidised food- 
stuff to the public and to Government employees on small pay. Such sale 
is being carried out through the agem'y of “control” shops in the case of 
the public and of special grain shops in the case of low paid Government 
servants. Of the remaining increase, 27 laklis is due to expansion of the 
Department of Civil Supplies and lOJ lakhs is on account of subventions to 
the Corporation of Calcutta. 

Revenue Deficit. 

The net effect of an improvement of 21 crores in receipts and an increase 
of 8J crores in expenditure is an enhancement of the revenue deficit by 
close upon 6 crores. In the original estimate the revenue deficit stood 
at a crore and 53 lakhs. This figure has been raised, in the present estimate 
to 7 crores 36 lakhs. 

Capital E.rpenditure. 

There has been an increase of 50 lakhs under the Capital head. It 
represents the unadjusted capital outlay on trading transactions for which 
provision has been made under the new head “85A — Capital outlay on Pro- 
vincial Schemes connected with the War” opened in the current year 
under intsructions from the Auditor-General. The schmes for which provi- 
sion has been included under this head are*^ 

Purchase of foodgrains other than wheat: 

Purchase of wheat and wheat products ; 

Supply of foodstuff at oopcepsion rates to — 

(a) the Police force, 
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(b) Civic Guard and A.K.r. staff, and 

(c) other Government servants; 

Purchase and distribution of standard elotli : and 
Purchase of salt. 

It is estimated that no loss will accrue in respect of transactions relating 
4o the purchase of wheat and wheat products, standard doth and salt. In 
regard to foodgrains other than wheat, the total loss involved in sales at 
concession rates is estimated at 3A crores out of which 21 crores is on 
account of subsidised sale to the public and the balance is on account of 
subsidised sale to Government employees. The whole of this loss wall be 
adjusted, as already explained, under the revenue head — Extraordinary 

charges” by the deduction from the Capital head. 

/ 

The Salt Purchase Scheme is designed to build up a reserve stock of 
salt for this province as a precaution against shortage in future. As this 
reserve is not going to be sold for the present, Ihe capital outlay of 50 lakhs 
required for this purpose will remain ontstamling at the close of the year. 

Now, Sir, coming to the Debt Deposit Section, in the original estimate 
the surplus outside the Revenue Account stood at 80 lakhs. This has arisen 
in the present estimate to 7 (Tores 00 luklis. The improvement of OA 
crores is the result of larger borrowing from the Centre set off to some 
extent by a larger issue of agricultural loans. 

The original estimate made no provision for loans apart from the Civil 
Defence advance of one crore. The net borrowing a('cmtling to the present 
estimate stands at lOA crores including advances for ways and means 
purposes and for the purchase of foodgrains likely to remain outstanding 
at the close of the year. Against the improvement of 9A crores of this 
account is to be offset a net worsening of 3 crores under Advances to culti- 
vators owing to heavier disbursement of agricultural loans necessitated by 
the serious deterioration in the economic condition throughout the province. 

It will appear from the foregoing analysis that the anticipated revenue 
deficit in the current year is 7 crores 36 lakhs and that it is proposed to 
borrow sufficiently to secure an ecjuivalent surplus in Debt Deposit Section 
of the Budget and so counterbalance the deficit on revenue account. 
According to this arrangement, the opening balance of 2 crores 60 lakhs 
remains intact as the closing balance for the year. 

To sum up: The House will observe that in spite of an improvement in 
revenue of about crores, the revenue deficit has increased from a crore 
and a half to 7 crores 36 lakhs. In Bengal, of late we have unfortunately 
grown accustomed to deficit budgets; but a deficit of over 7 crores, that is 
to eay, of considerably more than half of our total pre-war revenue, is 
staggering in its magnitude and is one that would have seemed unthinkable 
twelve months ago. On the other hand the conditions confronting us today 
are quite unparalleled. The widespread misery caused by the ravages of 
flood and cyclone and above all hy the acute shortage of rice has left 
Government no choice but to undertake the task of organising relief 
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throughout the province regardless of cost. In order to reduce the startling 
gap between our expenditure and our revenue, Oovemment propose to 
impose an income-tax on agricultural incomes and to enhance the sales tax. 
But since no additional revenue from these sources can be expected before 
1944-45, there is no alternative in the current year but to meet the deficit 
by borrowing. 

Mr. President, 1 have attempted to present before the House a faithful 
picture of the financial position of the Government of Bengal. The out- 
standing feature of the present budget is relief of distress. As I have 
already declared elsewhere, it is the policy of Government to undertake in 
the largest possible measure the task that has been imposed upon them by 
the prevailing extraordinary circumstances. This is a time when the 
closest co-operation between Government and people can alone save us all. 
Distress, and a desire to serve will, I fervently hope, combine to'bring into 
existence a co-ordination of efforts which will be of permanent value when 
normal times return, and the unusual energy called forth by the present 
situation and the sacrifices made in the cause of humanity will be rewarded, 
by the establishment of an equilibrium in our social and economic life. 

Statement on the Food Situation by the Hon*ble Minister, Civil Supplies. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, let me 
in a few words place before the House the present food situation. As 
anticipated by me— and not only by me but as anticipated by every living 
person in Bengal — the jjosition has .deteriorated. But it was bound to 
deteriorate with continuing consumption and inadequate supplies. Distress 
is widely prevalent, caused both by high prices as well as scarcity of 
foodgrains. The scarcity of foodgrains has affected primarily the submerged 
section of society — the section that has always been with us — the poor and 
the destitute, and the beggars who live on the charity of their fellow- 
countrymen and whom the villagers, with their traditional hospitality, 
maintain. 

Apart from this, other sections of the people have been affected, viz., the 
casual labourer, the landless labourer, and the smaller agriculturist, the 
middle-class family with meagre income and whose income has not kept 
pace with the rise in the cost of living. In order to meet their varying 
need.s, relief oi>eration8 have been undertaken on a colossal scale in the 
various re(M>gnised forms — gratuitous relief, test relief works and agricul- 
tural loan. To these forms has also been added the cheap foodgrain shops, 
but it is obvious that money alone cannot meet the requirements where 
foodgrains are ahseiit. My efforts, therefore, have been mainly directed 
towardiS the procurement (*f foodgrains and in an attempt to get supplies 
into Bengal. 

When the first basic plan failed to protuire a sufficiency, free trade was 
introduced and in spite of the opposition to free trade, in spite of attempts 
to requisition stocks and to prevent its movement outside the various 
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provinces, we were able substantially to supplement our Teaouroea. On 
Gfovarument account, we got substantial quantities and employers of labour 
and ordinary traders were able to get in some more. It is only througk 
that mechanism that we have been able to get our controlled shops going, 
we have been able to send foodgrains to the deficit districts, we have been 
able to open free kitchens in Calcutta and outside, we have been able to 
distribute foodgrains to the essential services. The employers too have been 
able to import a certain amount of foodgrains by which they have fed their 
labour without taxing (tovernment resources and the public in Calcutta 
have continued to he fed. Prices w’hich were shooting up were arrested and 
came down and even fell. The boundaries have been put up once more, hut 
our neighbouring provinces have assured us that they will allow all rice 
which they had requisitioned, and which had been contracted for and of 
other rice under contracts to be released to us. The Premier of Orissa, who 
saw conditions for himself in Calcutta, has agreed to send us some more rice 
and paddy from the .stocks of that proviu(te. Bihar would be prepared to 
send us more gram and after the Eastern States liave supplied the quota 
which has been allotted to them, they have agreed to send us any surplus 
which may be found. 

Under the new basic plan, Bengal has been allotted a considerable 
amount of wheat, but very little rice. My attempts have been mostly 
directed to bring home to the Government of India our perilous imsitiou 
and it is indeed a relief for me to say that both Sir Azizul Haque, and Sir 
J. P. Srivastava who is at present the Food Member, realise our condition 
and I found a change in the policy of the Government of India which 
augurs well for the future. Attempts are being made to procure as much 
as possible for the difficult months which lie ahead and transport has also 
been organised. Over and above the basic quota, the Punjab has agreed to 
send us lo.OOO tons of rice and the Central Provinces 8,000 tons of rice. 
Many other provinces have agreed to search their larder and to send food- 
grains to us. This from outside. 

From within, we have set up an aus purchasing organ i.sation coupleii 
with price control. I regret that the trade has not responded to our 
policy. The fight may be long and bitter but we are determined to succeed 
and to see that prices are maintained. Bengal has also been organised on 
a famine basis and relief organisations are, being .set up in every nook and 
comer. I am sure that the honourable members are in iiossession of the 
scheme which I specially instructed should be sent to them. They will find 
in them complete details of the w'ork, which, 1 trust, have their approval. 
Special attention has been paid to the areas surrounding Cahmtta which 
are in a very bad way and to some of the outlying distritsts where there is 
great distress. There has been an influx of destitutes into Calcutta and 
unfortunately several cases of death. Without supplies it was not possible 
for me to set up relief centres in every single place where there is destitu- 
tion and this influx was inevitable. We are taking steps to remove them, 
house them, feed them, and ultimately to repatriate them after relief 
kitchens have been opened up in tbeir own areas. Within Calcutta itself, 
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MTeral relief organisations hate been set up and the destitutes are able to 
find a fair meal everyday. Government is assisting these relief organisa- 
tions to the best of its ability but there is still considerable scope for 
non-official charity and it is indeed a very hopeful sign that more and more 
money is being subscribed and relief funds have been opened in almost 
every part of India in order to alleviate the sufferings in Bengal.' I would 
advise that a portion of the relief fund should be spent towards providing 
standard clcdh to the destitutes, a portion for the special feeding of 
mothers and infants with milk and barley, and with a portion foodgrains 
should be procured from other parts of India. The Hon’ble the Food 
Member, Sir J. P. Srivastava, for whose interest and anxiety to assist 
Bengal we shall always be grateful, has issued instructions that free food- 
grains will be allowed to be sent outside the provinces or states and will not 
be counted with the basic quota. Government of Bengal will be glad to 
assist by paying the freight for these foodgrains should the donors so desire, 
for what we need most of all is not money but foodgrains from outside, and 
as far as possible, in the shape of rice. Latterly, foodgrains have been 
coming in from the Punjab in large quantities. As to wheat, they are being 
ground in our mills and distributed to the labourers through the employeis 
and to the public through our controlled shops. More and more attu will be 
placed in our shops and I hope that we‘ shall soon be in a position to send, 
if not a sufficiency, at least some foodgrains to the deficit areas to alleviafe 
their distressed conditions. 

Vigorous stei)s are being taken to ration Calcutta; more and more shops 
are being opened pending complete rationing and I hope that the next 
rhontb will see the .scheme in full operation. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House stands adjourned till 
8-fiO a.m. on Friday, the 17th September. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 8-3(1 a.m. on Friday, the 17th September, 
1943. 
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MMitbers absent. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 15th 
September, 194d: — 

(1) Khan Bahadur NaKiriiddin Ahmad. 

(2) lilr. Narendra Chandra Dutta. 

(3) Mr. R. AV. N. Fergu.son. 

. (4) Mr. Mohamed Hossuin. 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akiiim Khan. 

(C) Mr. Ranajit Pal Cliaudhuri. 

(7) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(8) Khan Bahadur Kazi Ahdur Rashid. 

(9) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 

(10) Khan Sahib Maulvi AA'ahiduzzaman. 
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B^CAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Third Swsion, 1943— Ho. 2. 

The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Friday, the 17th September, 1943, at 8-30 a.m., being the 
second day of the Third Session of 1943, pursuant to section 62(2)(o) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasa'd Singh Boy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


Noiw>fll€ial Resolutioiis. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I propose to take up non-official 
resolutions first and allow discussion on them for one hour and then take 
ujS the adjournment motion. 

A resolution by Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta was being discussed during 
the last Session on the 9th July, 1943, and to refresh the memory of 
honourable members I may read it out. It is as follows: — 

That this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
take immediate steps — 

(a) to set at liberty all persons detained in prison or restrained under 
rule 129 or rule 26 of the Defence of India Buies or under 
Begulation III of 1818 for their views or activities; 

(h) to release all persons convicted for offences connected with the 
movement following the arrests of Congress Leaders in 
August, 1942 ; 

(c) to appoint a Tribunal, consisting of at least two persons of the 

position of High Court Judge, to review all cases of political 
security prisoners and convicts after giving full opportunity to 
the persons concerned to meet the charges, if any, against them, 
in case there be any delay in their release; and 

(d) to appoint a non-official committee composed of all parties in the 

Legislature to advise the Government on the amenities and 
treatment provided for in jails and detention camps for different 
classes of political prisoners and detenus. 

To this resolution an amendment was moved by Bhan Sahib Abul 
Quasem which runs as follows:— 

That for all the words occurring in the resolution, after the words 
“That this Council” the following be substituted, namely: — 

“records its appreciation of the efforts of the present Ministry to 
implement their programme in regard to the poUoy of release of 
political prisoners and the amenities granted to them and their 
families and is further of opinion that considering the present 
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]political oo&ditioQS m ike proTinee, OoTemmeiit skimld expedite 
tke relfease of political prisoB^s by reviewing individual cases 
and skould grant suitable and generous amenities to tkose who 
might not be released at once and their families.” 

lift LAItlT QHAMQRA OAfti On a point of order, Sir, regarding 
the amendment. It appears that the amendment is being circulated only 
today although it is an amendment to a resolutiop which was moved during 
the last session. Therefore, I submit it is not in order and the House 
should not take any notice of it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. This amendment was moved imme- 
diately after the main resolution was moved on the last occasion. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: I may inform Mr. Das that my humble 
self moved the amendment during the last session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The resolution and the amendment are now under 
discussion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: On a point of order, Sir. The amend- 
ment has been circulated on the 17th September (today) only whereas the 
resolution was moved in the last session. I do not think, Sir, it is in 
order, because we want proper notice of the amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the amendment was moved in the last 
session and it is now open to discussion. Mr. Humayun Kabir was then 
in possession of the House but I do not see him here. Shall I take it that 
there is no other speaker? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, I rise to speak in support of this 
resolution. It requires no speech to support a resolution like this, as it 
has been debated and discussed threadbare on the floor of this House. 
The whole country knows that several persons have been detained without 
trial, without their cases being reviewed by the authorities. Some puppet 
Ministers are carrying out the behest of the Executive and these people 
are being detained in jails. They forget the fact that these persons are 
no longer struggling and fighting against the bureaucracy 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Maaumdar, you used the expression “puppet”. 
You shpuld withdraw it. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: 1 bow to your decision. Sir. It 
seems, Sir, the responsibility of the Ministry is only to see that these 
people are clapped in prison and not to see to the convenience and amenities 
that are necessary for their maintenance inside the prison and to see to the 
adequate provision for the maintenance of the families of these people. 
Now, Sir, this resolution demands to set at liberty all those persons who 
a^ detained without trial or in the alternative to appoint a Tribunal 
consisting of two persons of the position of High Court Judges to review 
all these oases. That is a modest demand; and there is also the demand 
(or the appointment of a non-official committee composed of aU parties, 
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inclftdt&g the Party in power, to advise Oovemment about tho granting 
of amenities to persons detained in jails and in prij^ camps. That is a 
request which is quite modest and 1 hope and trust that by withdrawing 
the amendment and by wholeheartedly supporting this resolution the 
Government would do something to show to the. world that they think 
for the country, they think for those who work for the liberation’ of the 
country. They may disagree with the methods but the end and the object 
in view of many of these persons are to liberate their country. This is a 
noble ideal. I have already stated that we would not have been in a posi» 
tion to sit here and the Ministers to function there but for the struggle of 
these selfless workers. It is as the result of the sacrifices and sufferings 
cheerfully undergone by these patriots that our country has been passing 
from one reform to another till a full-fledged Independent State is ushered 
in, I hope and trust that our Ministers who are equally interested in 
the lil)ertie8 of their country, who are equally interested in the welfare 
and prosperity of their country will see their way to accept the resolution 
.in toto and h^p the country on its onward march. 

Mr. NUR AHMED; Sir, I rise to oppose the resolution and support 
the amendment. Sir, the resolution is too wide to be given effect to and 
the amendment seems to be very sound and reasonable. Sir, this amend- 
ment urges the present Ministry to implement their programme regarding 
the policy of release* of political prisoners and the amenities granted to 
them and their families. It is further of opinion that considering the 
present political condition of the province, the Government should expedite 
the release of political prisoners and at the same time grant suitable and 
generous amenities to those prisoners who might not be released at once. 
Sir, this amendment is liberal in its wording. It comprises all aspects of 
the original resolution. Sir, it goes far enough to give relief to those 
who might not be released. The Chief Minister, before he assumed office, 
propounded his policy as regards these political prisoners. Sir, we the 
Muslim I^eague Party stand for liberty and freedom for every individual 
subject to the limitation that the liberty should not be exercised in such 
a way as to disturb the public tranquillity and public peace. Even if an 
individual citisen disturbs public peace, then for the good of the society 
his liberty should be curbed. Sir, we are passing through a crisis and 
our province is passing through a very critical period. It stands on the 
forefront of the Eastern War Zone and so nobody should be allowed to 
create disturbances in this province. Sir, only on that criterion, on that 
supreme necessity the liberty of citizens may be curbed for the time being. 
Sir, judging from that criterion I urge upon the Ministry to look into the 
matter and see whether any individual whose liberty has been restrained 
unnecessarily, may be set at liberty. Sir, this amendment asks the 
Ministry to expedite the release of those prisoners who might be set at 
liberty. This amendment is so fair and so comprehensive that I think the 
original mover should accept it and withdraw the original resolution. 

Sir, with these few words, I support the amendment. ** 
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Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY OHOWDHURY: Sir, hitherto I 
refrained from criticising Government in connection with the detention of 
persons whose activities were prejudicial to the defence of India. But, Sir, 
during the last four or five months my opinion has somewhat changed. 
Sir, I had some correspondence with the Hon’ble the Chief Minister and 
Mr. Blair, the Chief Secretary, in respect of two persons whom I have 
known for the last ten years as anti-Congressmen. They were arrested 
after |the arrest of the Congress leaders in August last year. I refer 
to the correspondence that passed between me and the Chief Minister; 
unfortunately he did not condescend to reply to that letter. Well, the 
first person I have in mind is Nabajati Burman. What was heP He was 
a Labour leader. He was associated with the Hon-’ble Mr. Suhrawardy in 
trade union work for five years. He was placed in charge of an important 
and responsible labour-organising work as the Secretary to the Bengal 
Chemical Workers Union. Well, I have reason to believe that his arrest 
had something to do with the influence over the police of^the employers 
of the Bengal Chemical workers. The Bengal Chemical bosses wanted to. 
get rid of him, and I think that the police were informed by them about his 
political connection. But what pains me most is that I have been writing 
to the Chief Minister half a dozen letters pleading for some allowance for 
his poor wife — the whole family is absolutely left unprovided for — but no 
reply, not even an acknowledgment was sent. I mentioned in those letters 
that a reference might be made to the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy. His 
people saw Mr. Suhrawardy, and Mr. Suhrawardy, I presume, remembers 
the whole case, and Mr. Suhrawardy is reported to have said to his people 
that he would tell the Hon'ble the Chief Minister that he was a Labour 
leader and had no connection with the Congress. 

The second case — I am glad to admit that after a prolonged correspond- 
ence he was released — was really a very peculiar one. It was a case of 
a young unemployed Brahmin boy, Jogeswar Chakra varty. I found for 
him a job in the Bengal Telephone Corporation as a clerk. His offence 
was that he used to sleep in a room where one or two Congressmen used 
to sleep. He oould not afford to pay for the rent of the whole room; so 
he shared it with one who was a Congressman. When the Congressman 
was arrested, he too was arrested. Sir, I ohallenge Government, so far as 
this man is concerned, to produce any evidence incriminating him in any 
subversive activity. He does not know any politics. He could hardly 
understand a Congress resolution. He was a petty clerk, not even a 
matriculate. The poor fellow was arrested and kept in jail for six months. 
I pleaded that .some allowance should be given to his family whose 
members were actually starving. His father, an old pandit, wrote several 
letters that he was begging from his neighbour because the said Jogeswar 
was the only earning member of the family. 

So, Sir, from these two cases, I judged that the Hon’ble Minister of 
the Home Department does not look into matters, does not look into the 
files of the political detenus, as he should do. I cannot say anything 
about the other j^ases; in fact, I am not interested in t^iose cases where big 
political guns are attacking the Ministry. I have nothihg to do with 
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them. But for the sake of justice to tho§e people who have been deprived 
of their liberty on mere suspicion — for them at least the Government 
should consider favourably the question of granting minimum allowances 
to their dependants. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. President, Sir, as this 
resolution is very much akin to the adjournment motion that is going to 
be moved later on, I do not propose to deal extensively with the main 
demand in the resolution, because I feel that the honourable members 
have almost forgotten what has been said before on this motion by the 
mover of the resolution and have come prepared with speeches for the 
adjournment motion. It is, therefore, much better that my reply should 
come by way of reply to the debate on the adjournment motion. As 
regards the amenities of political security prisoners, I may inform 
the House that recently I visited the Dacca Jail and granted interviews 
to two batches of security prisoners of seven each who came in a representa- 
tive capacity from two wards in which they w-ere kept. Their main 
•grievance can be boiled down to this : under the existing rules their 
clothes have got to be returned before new clothes are allotted to them. 
They ask that instead of being compelled to return them they should be 
allowed to keep them. That is their main grievance. Their other demands 
included a little more facilities for interviews and inter-correspondence 
between jails, which I am glad to say have already been sanctioned. 
Another demand of theirs is about the size of the papers on which their 
letters are written. These are some of the petty and minor complaints 
that were placed before me by the security pri8f)ner8. By this I do not 
mean that they could not have anything more to demand. I fully agree 
that people who are detained in jails can have many things to demand and 
I also do not say that detention in jail is a thing which can under any 
circumstances be welcome to anybody. I h|ive never argued before this 
House or anywhere else that we are providing such amenities or that we 
are giving them such facilities as would make jail life attractive to them. 
I realise that depriving a man of his liberty and keeping him conBned to 
one place and meeting the same person day in and day out, and what is 
the worst of all, the placing of restrictions on a man’s movements is one 
of the greatest hardships that a man can labour under, and there is no doubt 
whatsoever and I have never approved of the suggestion that however 
pleasant the amenities might be, they can ever be any inducement for any- 
body to court arrest and go to jail. I would, however, at the same time 
say from my experience of the last six years that we have now met so many 
of their legitimate demands that are within the bounds of what is permis- 
sible while they are in jail that their grievances have practically been reduced 
to nil. I may say that as far as the main thing which is worrying the 
prisoners is concerned, namely, retaining the old clothes when new 
ones are supplied to them, I am prepared to concede to that as well as to 
their other grievances. So I feel that so far as the amenities are concern- 
ed, practically there is no serious complaint which they 'have got. I may 
say also ^at one of the things which concern not only the security prisoners 
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bat also those who are in jail reUtes to the delay in forwarding letters to 
the addresses. I hare received many complaints to this effect and 1 am 
personally looking into this matter. I have discussed this matter with 
the Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch, who has assured me 
that the additional staff granted to him have already been able to clear 
up arrears and I believe three days ago I was informed that they were four 
days behind the current letters. Since then I have again received 
complaints and have drawn the attention of the District Intelligence Branch 
and told them that they must try and see that these letters are expeditiously 
sent to the Intelligence Branch for sending them to the proper addressees. 
Therefore, so far as grievances and complaints are concerned, they have 
been reduced to the minimum. 

Now, Sir, as far as the release of detenus is concerned, a great deal 
depends on the present situation of the country, the atmosphere that has 
been created by the activities of those who belong to the subversive 
organisation and who are not detained but are at large. I may remind the 
members that when we released in 1937-38 all the persons detained under 
the Criminal Law (Amendment) Act numbering 1,500, even then the 
process was one of gradual release. So, it will be seen that there was never 
wholesale release and one of the points that was kept in view at that time 
was that the Government had got to see how things developed with the 
process of gradual release. The release has got to be gradual and slow 
and if we find that those who are released are not taking part in subversive 
activities and that the atmosphere of the country is suitable and favour- 
able, then we would go in for extensive release. 

So far as the demand for the appointment of a Tribunal is concerned, at 
the present moment we do not think it is necessary to have a Tribunal. 
So long as we could release by reviewing individual cases, I do not propose 
to appoint a Tribunal. But when no further release could be effected in 
pursuance of the present poltcy, then it will be time for considering the 
question of the appointment of a Tribunal. In the meantime, I propose 
to proceed as at present. That is the position. In these circumstances, 
I hope the members will not press this resolution. I support the amend- 
ment that has been moved by Khan Sahib Abul Quasem. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I was one of the 

members who gave notice of an identical resolution but you allowed 
iMr. Bankim Chandra Datta to move his. Since Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Datta is not present, may I have the right of reply? 

Mr. PRE8IDENTt No, you cannot do so. Tour position is exactly 
that of a supporter of the resolution. 

Rai Baliadur KE8HAR CHANDRA BANERdEE: On a point of 
information, Sir. The* Hon’ble the Home Minister has said that the 
complaints of these political, prisoners and detenus have been reduced to 
the minimum. Sir, I happened to be an interested visitor in the Dacca 
Central Jail in charge df the security prisoners and one of the complaints 
that had been referred to me was that the detenus were nOt receiving their 
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allowaiiMMi and their families were not being paid allowances in time. 
Sometime five or six months passed away and no allowance was pmd. 
These were the ^complaints the political prisoners brought to my notice 
and I in my turn brought these complaints to the notice of the then Chief 
Minister. I do not know what happened since then. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to enlighten us on this point? 

TUt Hon’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the complaint about the 
delay in payment generally comes from a prisoner whose case for allowance 
has not been considered by Government or whore orders have not been 
passed or whose case has been rejected on the ground that the principle 
on which allowances are given does not apply to his case. Therefore, this 
is a different question altogether. But where Government have sanctioned 
allowances and still the prisoners are not being paid their allowances 
regularly, such cases, if they are brought to my notice, certainly I will 
look into them. When I inquired of the prisoners about their grievances, 
they said that their demands were quite different. Their demands were 
for improvement of amenities. For example, they asked me to have the 
facility of a radio which has been given in one or two jails in Cuttack, 
and I told them that I would consider their demand and see if this could 
be given. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information. Sir. Will 
the Hon’ble Minister look into the cases when they are brought to his notice? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wh&i is your question? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Sir, my question is whether the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister, when the cases of delays will be brought to 
his notice, will deal with them expeditiously? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEE: On a point of information, 
Sir. May I ask the Hon’ble Chief Minister, with reference to State 
prisoners who have been detained under Begulation III, whether his 
attention has been drawn to the provisions of that Begulation with regard 
to amenities? They are as follows: — 

(Here the honourable member began to read the provisions). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am sure the Hon’ble Minister is aware of them. 

The Hon*bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This has been brought to 

my notice and we have to a certain extent complied with these provisions 
as far as the spirit and letter of the law are concerned. We are giving 
family allowance to Begulation III prisoners which, if they had been 
detained as security prisoners, they would not have got. The only thing 
which we are not giving is personal allowance, and that for certain 
reasons. Instead of money we are trying to provide in kind. 

Ml*. PRESIDENT: The following resolution has been moved- 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, may I now be allowed to 
exercise my right of reply? Although unfortunately I was not present, 
I was told of the substance of the Hon’ble Chief Minister’s statement. 
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Mr* PRESIDENT: Mr. Datta, I am afraid the mover of the resolu- 
tion has a responsibility and he should be here in time if he desires to 
exercise his right of reply. I am already on my legs. The following 
resolution has been moved; — • 


"That this Council is of opinion that the Government of Bengal should 
take immediate steps — 

(a) to set at liberty all persons detained in prison or restrained under 

rule 129 or rule 26 of the Defence of India Eules or under 
Eegulation III of 1818 for their views or activities; 

(b) to release all persons convicted for offences connected with the 

movement following the arrests of Congress Leaders in 
August, 1942; 

(<j) to appoint a Tribunal, consisting of at least two persons of the 
position of High Court Judge, to review all cases of political 
security prisoners and convicts after giving full opportunity to 
the persons concerned to meet the charges, if any, against them, 
in case there be any delay in their release; and 
(d) to appoint a non-official committee composed of all parties in the 
Legislature to advise the Government on the amenities and 
treatment provided for in jails and detention camps for different 
classes of political prisoners and detenus"; 

since which an amendment has been moved by Khan Sahib Abul Quasem 
as follows: — 


"That for all the words occurring in the resolution, after the words ‘That 
this Council’ the following be substituted, namely: — 

‘records its appreciation of the efforts of the present Ministry to 
implement their programme in regard to the policy of release of 
political prisoners and the amenities granted to them and their 
families and is further of opinion that considering the present 
political conditions in the province. Government should expedite 
the release of political prisoners by reviewing individual cases 
and should grant suitable and generous amenities to those who 
might not be released at once and their families’." 


I will now put the amendment to vote. 

The amendment being put, a division was challenged with the following 
result ; — 


Khan Sahib Fariiliidilin Ahmad. 

Mr. Maabahuddin Ahmad. 

Mr. Nur Ahmad. 

Mr. Sultanuddln Ahmad. 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin. 

Khan Sahib Abdul Aiii. 

Mr. Kadar Bakah. 

Mr. 0. L. Barua. 

Mr. MamMui Nuq Chawdhury. 

Mr. MumayiMi Beta Ghamlhury. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chaardiiury- 
Mr. 0. E. Olarlia. 

Mr. O. d. Cohan. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul SMrfran. 


AYES— se. 

Tha Hon’bia Khan Bahadur Saiyad 
MuauanHJddIn Hoaain. 

Mr. Latafat Hoaaain. 

Mr. W. B. 0. LaWlaw. 

Mr. Abdul LatHf. 

Khan Sahib SubM All Melia. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. Mamin. 

Khan Sahab Abul Quaaam. 

Khan Bahadur Muklaaur Haharaan. 

Mr. Birm Roy. 

Mr. S. N. Sanyal. 

Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar. 

Khan Bahadur M. Shunsutnha. 
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Mr. AIttf All. 

Mr. t. C. Chakravcrti. 

Mr. L. C. Dm. 

Mr. ■. C. Datta. 

Mr. M. R. Jalpurla. 

Rai BaluMhir B. M. Maltra. 
Mr. H. 0. Mofuimlar. 


NOES— 13. 

Mr. N. Mahalanabialt. 

Mr. Naraali Natti Maa fc ar f aa. 

Mr. B. C. MukharJI. 

Mr. A. 0. Roy. 

Mr. B. K. Roy Choudluiry. 

Khan Sahib Maulvl WahMunaman. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The House has divided. For the 
amendment — 26; against the amendment — 13. 

The amendment is, therefore, carried. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall now put the resolution in the amended 
form — 


That this Council records its appreciation of the efforts of the present 
Ministry to implement their programme in regard to the policy of 
release of political prisoners and the amenities granted to them 
and their families and is further of opinion that considering the 
present political conditions in the province, Government should 
expedite the release of political prisoners by reviewing individual 
cases and should grant suitable and generous amenities to those 
who might not be released at once and their families. 


Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: On a point of order, Sir. As the 
amendment has been passed, don’t you think that the resolution has auto- 
matically fallen through? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No. The resolution as amended has to be put to 
vote now. 

(The resolution; as amended, ivaa then put and agreed to.) 


Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: On a point of order. Sir. I think 
that re.solution No. 2 shown on today’s list is not in order. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, he cannot rise on a point of order 
before I move it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, there is one point. You have not 
obtained the permission of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to move the 
resolution at short notice, so you cannot place the resolution before the 
House. 

^r. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, through you I appeal to the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister to accord his consent to this resolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But, it does not concern the Home Minister. It 
concerns the Revenue Minister. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: So far as the Food Minister is concerned, 
he is here. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. It does not concern the Food 
Minister even. 

The Hoii’ble KhWBjt Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it appears that neither 
you nor your department received the consent; so I think the matter ends 
there. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Ur. Das, you cannot move the resolution. The 
next resolution stands in the name of Mr. Amulyadhone Boy. 

Mr. AMULYADHOtlE ROYs Sir, I heg to move that this Council is 
of opinion that legis^atite measilres be undertaken by the Government with 
a view to securing representation of the Scheduled Castes on the line of 
the Communal Awapd in the services and on the Statutory Boards of the 
University, Corporation, Municipalities and district and local boards of the 
Province. 

Sir, before going into the details, I would like to read out the report 
which appeared in the “Hitabad’* of Nagpur of July 19, 1942, in connection 
with the All-India Depressed Classes Conference held under the leadership 
of Dr, Ambedkar in which one lakh persons including 40,000 women and 
60,000 men attended. 

Sir, the report runs as follows: — 

“Mr. V. Kurmayya, b.a., ll.b., m.l.a. (Madras), founder of the Harijan 
Girls’ Ashram, Bezwada, Mr. D. Govinda Das, m.l.a. (Madras), President, 
Provincial Andhra Scheduled Castes Federation, Mr. S, Nagappa, m.l.a. 
(Madras), Secretary, A. P. Scheduled Castes Federation, Dr. K. Dharmanna, 
a Harijan Poet, broke their journey at Wardha on their way to Nagpur 
to attend the All-India Depressed Classes Conference and discussed with 
Mahatma Gandhi for nearly three quarters of an hour the various problems 
of the Harijans. Mahatmaji replied to some of the questions and promised 
to give his answers to the rest in the ‘Harijan’. 

The following are some of the questions put to Gandhiji: 

What is the position of the Harijans in the future constitution of 
India? 

Do you advise Government and the Congress to make an effort to have 
a provision in the Constitution that the seats of the Harijans from 
Panchayat Board to the State Council be fixed on population basis ? 

In the course of their discussion the Harijan leaders asked Mahatma 
Gandhi if the Harijan Congress M; L. As. and other Congress 
Harijans are free from party discipline in dealing with communal 
problems and questions concerning the whole community. 

* 

Mahatmaji is reported to have told them without the least reservation 
that Congress Harijans including the M.L.As. are quite free to* do 
anything in the interest of their community.’’ 

Sir, I think it my duty to place the facts as they fare in their realities 
for a solution of the problem with a broader and impartial outlook, with 
moderation, wisdom and conciliation. Sir, it may be asked, and that very 
rightly, why there should be this demand for legislation in order to secure 
representation of the Scheduled Castes on the services and on the Boards 
of the different autonomous public bodies. Sir, the reply is simple. The 
Hindu leaders ,are guilty of breach of faith, as it was clearly under- 
stood by the terms of the Poona Agreement relating to local bodies. Sir, 
the appointments made in the local bodies since their creation and the 
history of election and nomination go to justify my remark. Sir, for a 
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better understanding of the situation it will be oonrenient for my pnipoM 
by way of reference to narrate the events that happened in this country 
with r%ard to the Legislatures. Sir, I want to leave out of account the’ 
period during which the Indian Councils Act beginning from the year 1861 
down to tlie year 1920 were in operation in this country. But I shall give 
an account of the incidents that happened with regard to the Legislatures. 
Sir, during the time of the general election in the year 1936, the election, 
adoption and nomination of candidates for the seats allocated in the general 
constituencies of the 11 Legislative Assemblies in India were such 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Tou have one minute more. 

Mr. AMULYAOtiONE ROY: I shall not be able to finish my speech 
within one minute, so I will not proceetl further. But, Sir, what will be 
the fate of my resolution P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It will be carried over to the next session. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I shall now take up the adjournment motion. 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, I beg to rise on a point of order. 
I would respectfully invite your attention to rule 99 of the Eules which 
says that “the motion must not revive discussion on a matter whi'ch has 
been discussed in the same session.” I beg to submit for your kind 
consideration that since at today’s meeting we have just now passed a 
particular resolution as amended which covers almost the same ground as 
the adjournment motion seeks to cover, this motion having regard to this 
particular rule cannot be moved. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have considered that point, but I 
find that the subject-matter of .the resolution and of the adjournment motion 
€ire entirely different. The adjournment motion is being moved on the 
ground of the failure of the Government to give effect to the decision of 
the Federal Court whereas the subject-matter of the resolution that we have 
just now disposed of related to a different issue altogether. 

Khan Sahib ABUL (|UASEM: But the resolution also asked that the 
detenus be set at liberty. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid that is not correct. Setting at liberty 
certain persons is one thing and failure of Government to give effect to the 
decision of the Federal Court is another thing. 

Kban SAHIB ABUL QUASEM: But I submit that they are substan- 
tially identical. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, that is not so. Mr. Chakraverti. 

Mr. SHRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTlx Sir, I beg to move that 
this Council do adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, namely, the failure of the Bengal Government to set at 
liberty persons purported to have been detained under Buie 26 of the 
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Dele&oe of India Enles, in spite of tbe decision of the Calcutta High Court 
and the recent decision of the Federal Court of India declaring the proce- 
‘dure adopted by the Bengal Government regarding detention as contrary 
to law and improper. 

• » 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would just like to inform the 
House that the time-limit for this motion is two hours*: 20 minutes will be 
allowed to the mover of the motion and 20 minutes to the Hon^ble 
Minister for reply ; other speeches must be limited to ten minutes each. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. President, Sir, when 
this Ministry came into power we saw in the papers a statement about their 
policy to the effect that they would try their best to release political 
prisoners. High hopes were raised in our minds that the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin who is well-known as always keeping his promise would carry 
it out. I must say also that he has onlj’^ made a beginning but that 
beginning seems to have no ending at all. 

Another thing, he gave us to understand was that he will take every 
opportunity to release the persons gradually and whenever he will find it 
convenient he will release them one by one. I may say, Sir, that a grand 
opportunity has presented itself in the shape of the decision of the Calcutta 
High Court backed by the decision of the Federal Court, the highest 
tribunal in India; and fortunately the Judges concerned were one Hindu, 
one Muslim and one QBnglishman, representatives of the British Imperialism, 
and all these three agreed 

Khtn Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: On a point of order. Sir. Is it 
permissible to quote High Court Judges as representatives of the British 
Imperialism P 

Mr. 8RI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Why not, is he not a 

representative of the British Government? As I was saying. Sir, Sir 
Nazimuddin has now' got a splendid opportunity for releasing them. The 
way in which these persons were put behind the prison bar is not justified 
by any legal procedure nor is it in consonance with the law. Nowhere in 
the world the civil liberty of the people is interfered with as it has been 
done here. In this matter the authorities who are in charge of the civil 
liberty of the people should be very cautious in exercising their discretion 
and should not ruthlessly trample upon the liberty of any citizen like this. 
In this connection, I should like to quote a portion of the judgment of the 
majority of the Federal Court Judges — ^the Honourable Justices Zaffarulla 
and Varadachari — “we cannot condemn the procedure too strongly, it 
would be difficult to conceive of a more callous disregard of the provisions 
of the law and liberty of the subject." Every one of these orders is bad 
in law as the Governor did not consider it at any stage, much less satisfied 
himself with regard to any of the matters set out in the order of detention. 
This shows clearly how these imprisonments and interference with the civil 
liberty of the people were procured at the instance of the all-knowing and 
all-powerful police. The Advocate-General of Bengal also admitted before 
the Federal Court that the question of putting up papers before the Governor 
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arises only when there is disagreement between the Minister and the police. 
Whenever there is disagreement between the Minister and the police, the* 
Governor steps in. This amounts to saying, Sir, that whenever a Minister, 
however popular and representative he may be, has the hardihood and 
audacity of differing from the all-powerful police, the latter will have the 
ready support of the Governor as has been proved in many cases. It is 
evident that all these orders are made as a matter of course without proper 
hearing of the charges. Will the honourable members of this House 
countenance all these things that are going on in this country? Secondly, it 
shows the position of the Ministers vis-a-vis the British Imperialism in the 
constitution. W^e are led to believe that the Minister who is in charge of a 
particular department has got everything to do but it has been made 
abundantly clear that the person who has got the last say in all matters is 
the representative of the British Crown. So all this , much-vaunted 
provincial autonomy is a mere catch-phrase. So long asdt suits the repre- 
sentative of the British Crown certain state of things will go on and when 
it does not suit him it cannot go on like that. So I ask the Hon’ble 
Ministers in general and Sir Nazimuddin in particular what they are for 
if this is the position, if they cannot do anything except at the dictation of 
the all-powerful autocrat? Therefore, what they are doing is only shielding 
the British Imperialism. They are ruling India like any other autocratic 
power elsewhere. We all hear that the Nazis and the Japanese are ‘autocrats 
and that they trample upon the civil liberties of the people. The United 
Nations are showing their abhorrence at their action but why the very same 
thing is being perpetrated here Our own countrymen who are the avowed 
representatives of the people instead of exposing what the British 
Imperialism really wants to do are shielding it against charges that are 
being levelled against it. In our country there is no principle behind the 
idea of putting a particular set of persons in prison for a time. Here this 
principle is more honoured in its breach than in its observance. Now, I 
ask Sir Nazimuddin to state what is it that stands in the way of releasing 
the prisoners who have been imprisoned after the Ist October, 1942, as it 
has been implicitly stated both by the highest Tribunal in this province as 
well as by the highest Tribunal of India. So, I hope that Sir Nazimuddin 
will make the point clear and let us know what he really intends to do. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Motion moved: that this Council do 
adjourn its business to discuss a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, Government’s failure to release the security prisoners taken and 
detained under Rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules in spite of the High 
Court and the Federal Court’s recent decisions regarding such detention as 
being illegal and improper. 

AlltatfJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD «IAN: Sir, I rise to 
support the adjournment motion moved by my esteemed friend 
Mr. Chakravarty. 1 fail to understand how any member of this House, 
European or Indian, who loves not only his own liberty and freedom but 
also -of others, can oppose it on any pretext when the highest judicial 
authority in the land has pronounced its judgment in favour of these 



ADJOUENMINT MOTION. 


[17th Sept., 


m 

unfortunate persons. Sir, it is true that an appeal is to be preferred against 
4bis decision to the Privy Council. But, Sir, I ask bow long are these 
unfortunate innocent persons going to rot in the jails P Is not one year 
or more of detention sufficient to melt the hearts of the authorities or the 
members of this House P In my opinion it is a disgrace on the part of the 
Government to punish these innocent persons, and the disgn^oe becomes 
tenfold when this is done in the name or by the authority of a popular 
Government set up by the people, but for whose sacrifices and sufferings 
they would not have occupied the present position which they are occupying 
as Ministers, Parliamentary Secretaries, etc. Sir, we must remember that 
the MontagU'Chelmsford Reforms or the present responsible Government or 
Provincial Autonomy are all the results of the most strenuous efforts and 
unlimited hardships suffered by the patriots of the Congress and those who 
have supported the Congress directly or indirectly according to their spirit 
of patriotism and special circumstances. Sir, it is the duty of every Indian, 
whether he be sa Muslim Leaguer or Congressman, instead of suppressing 
the national movement, to encourage it, of course within legitimate bounds, 
We must not kill the spirit of patriotism of these countrymen of ours who 
are in jails. They are, I think, better capable of fighting the Japanese or 
the Germans than many members of this House. Sir, it is true, as has 
been stated by many Muslim League leaders and it was also repeated by 
my friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury the other day, that the Mussalmans 
are not with the Congress, and that a handful of nationalist Mussalmans 
who are associated with the Congress are not representatives of the 
Mussalmans. It means, since the Congress is the fountain-head of ail 
national activity, that Mussalmans as a community are apart from 
that national activity. It shows what a deplorable life of stagnation 
the majority of Mussalmans are leading since the fall of their great 
empire of 700 years, and this loss of vision is due to ease-loving 
reactionary leaders who have exploited the Muslim masses for their self- 
aggrandisement. They have not been taught so far to develop themselves 
into a full-fledged national group. These leaders made them constantly 
feel that they had been deprived of their legitimate rights and privileges 
by the Hindus. But they never induced them to fight for the freedom of 
their cotmtry. The Muslims, who once had lost their political vision, began 
to follow them blindly. They are indeed still following them in a 
precipitous path that leads only to destruction. When the future historians 
will reveal these painful events, one after another, the whole world will 
be bewildered to see how a great and powerful community of 90 millions, 
who had such a bright and glorious past, could be so easily duped and so 
cruelly ruined by a handful of selfish and reactionary leaders. Their 
bewilderment will be still greater to find that the ridiculously low personal 
interests such as Ministership, Premiership, titles, public honours, mass 
receptions, were placed above the national interest. To add insult to 
injury, all this diplomatic annihilation of the Muslim power was carried 
under the slogans of ‘^Muslim Rights’’ and “Muslim Demands” throtigh 
Leagues and Associations, said to be working for the so-called Muslim 
.welfare. It was for a brief period when the Khilafat question cropped up 
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accijeotolly into the politics of Muslim India that Mussulxaftna got a new 
political awakening and the selfish and reactionary leaders lost control ef 
the Muslim masses. But this period of mass awakening was not allowed 
to lite long. The cunning reactionary leaders slowly and stealthily again 
caught hold of a large number of Muslims in their grip and this time they 
have caught them very tight. One of them is crying hoarse from the 
house-tops at Malabar Hill that “there is none but myself who can lead the 
Muslim community and no one else has the right to lead them now and for 
all time to come”. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: I think, Khan Bahadur, you should confine your- 
self to the motion before the House and not make such general observations. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JANs All right, Sir. 
Coming to the motion before the House, however, I appeal to all my friends 
in this House, especially members belonging to the Muslim League, to rise 
equal to the occasion and not only to support it but to force the hands of 
their party Government to release their own countrymen who are full with 
a burning desire for freedom, without waiting for the decision of the Privy 
Council. We may have differences with the Congress'. It may be that 
pur legitimate rights and privileges are trampled underfoot; but for .these 
small injustices we cannot suffer greater injustice, namely, to remain 
content with our present position and do nothing to break the chain of 
slavery. If the present ministry find themselves helpless in the matter, 
they should declare it on the floor of the House and should resign 
from office on that issue, and thus show to the world that they did not care 
for the office when a great principle was involved and I assure them that 
others will not be so shameless as to step into their empty shoes. They 
should remember that the honour of the Muslim community is at stake and 
let not posterity be ashamed of us due to the conduct of a few Mussalmana 
who did nothing for the emancipation of their country and for their own 
freedom, when others suffered untold miseries for the cause of the country. 
Instead of ameliorating the sufferings of their patriotic countrymen, they 
laughed at them and accused them of bad motives and did everything in 
their power to withhold the progress of the country. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Khan Bahadur, you are indulging 
too much in general observations, you should confine yourself to the motion 
before the House. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD dANs But, Sir, I have 
finished. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDARs Mr. President, Sir, if I rise to speak 
in support of the motion, I do so with a full sense of responsibility both 
to the Government and to the people. Sir, the motion concerns th« release 
of prisoners detained under Rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules and some 
illegal detentions under Regulation III of 1818. I am, therefore, not bring- 
ing in matters relating to the failure of Government to grant adequate 
allowances to the families of detenus who are in dire distress, to provide 
necessary medical relief and other grievances in connection with interviews 
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or leave on parole when their dear and near ones are in death>bedP Begard* 
iilg this we have heard many heart-rending stories which have heen the 
eiihject-matter of discussion on many occasions. Since the establishment 
of the British Buie in India, ordinarily even the illiterate masses have always 
believed in the British justice as administered by the High Court— especially 
the High Court of Calcutta. It is all along in the minds of the people of 
this country that the judgment of the High Court is the emblem of 
British justice in the Indian Empire. Although the High Court of 
Calcutta is the creation of the British Imperialism, it decides a case and 
pronounces its verdict after careful consideration of all the facts and as a 
result of that if a person is found guilty, then he is clapped in jail. Here, 
Sir, the Oovernment wrongfully confined persons under the Defence of 
India Buies and thus they are interfering with the individual liberty of the 
people. Government by their action, namely, by rearresting these persons 
just after they were released by the High Court judgment, have proved their 
Imperialistic hauteur. Government do not see what harm they have done 
to the people of Britain by their conduct. Hereafter, the people of India 
will never believe that there is such a thing as British justice in India. A 
feeling has already been created by the action of Government that all the 
courts of justice, High Court and Federal Court, are nothing but creation 
of British Imperialism for the purpose of keeping the people under bondage 
and that its administration has been proved sham without any vestige of 
power over the Executive. The matter does not end there. The High 
Court set at liberty certain persons and the Executive immediately arrested 
them. An appeal was made to the Federal Court by the Government of 
Bengal against the judgment of the High Court and the Federal Court, 
which is also the creation of the British Government, gave a verdict in 
favour of the High Court against the Government of Bengal. So, what we 
find is that in spite of the judgment of the highest tribunal in India to set 
these persons at liberty the Government took recourse to an ante-diluviou 
weapon — ^Regulation III of 1818, which late Dr. Rash Behari Ghosh 
described as a lawless law. These people. Sir, are in jail for an indefinite 
period without any trial, without giving them any opportunity to prove their 
innocence. They were not tried before a court of law.* If I said anything 
against the present Government in this connection it is not so much with 
a view to pass a vote of censure on the Government but to strengthen their 
hands to fight the permanent Executive whom the Ministers always point 
out directly or indirectly as being the real power behind, always anxious to 
curtail the individual liberties' of the people of this country. I know as 
well as the whole of India knows how much power the Cabinet has in this 
connection. But I need not go into that for the present. Sir^ after all, 
the Ministers whatever party they may belong to, consist of our own 
countrymen, and so 1 hope that they realise that tampering with individual 
liberty if once allowed to go unchallenged may overtake some of the 
present Ministers at some future date when they may not be in jpower. I 
hope and trust that in their better wisdom Government would not oppose 
the motion. If, on the other hand, the Hon’ble the Home Minister and 
other members of the Cabinet take the entire responsibility of such an 
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illegdl action which has no moral justification, then they should explain 
their conduct to the country how while His Excellency the Governor and 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister were absent from Calcutta this lawless 
regulation was put into operation at the moment when the judgment was 
announced. I think they may say that in view of the impending Japanese 
invasion this emergent situation has arisen, but the threat of Japanese 
invasion will not convince us. There is not a soul in India who likes that 
his hearth and home should be invaded by foreigners whoever they may be. 
There breathes not a soul who does not desire freedom and liberty of 
his own motherland. No one in India who has the sense of liberty 
kindling in his breast ever thinks that the Japanese will help us to win our 
freedom. Therefore, if the Hon’ble Ministers accept the responsibility of 
floutmg the decision of the highest tribunal of the country, their conduct 
will be branded as the blackest by their own countrymen. I again appeal 
to the patriotic sense of the Powers that be in the name of justice and 
fair-play that they should think over this matter dispassionately and 
seriously before they oppose the motion. With these few words, I support 
the motion. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, at the very outset 
I desire to say that I will not copy the method of my honourable friend 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti who during the last session opposed a 
resolution moved by me regarding the release of Mahatma Gandhi, Abul 
Ealam Azad, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and other political leaders. I have 
much pleasure in supporting his adjournment motion. First, I would 
appeal to the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, the Home Minister, to give up the 
idea once and for all of not wasting the rate-payers’ money by sending an 
appeal to the Privy Council. Here is a decision that has been given by the 
highest courts in the land, the Hon’ble High Court of Calcutta and the 
Federal Court aft Delhi, and he ought to be satisfied with the decision of 
these Courts. Sir, what these courts have decided goes for the preservation 
of the liberties of the people. Now, should the Ministry undo it by prefer- 
ing an appeal against such a decision outside India? If so. Sir 
Nazimuddin’s Government would lend itself to the criticism that it is 
acting only as the agent of British Imperialism. That would be if it comes 
to appeal at all, because Sir Nazimuddin has had his training from the 
bureaucrats, having been in the last Executive Council for a pretty long 
time before the present Constitution came into being. But, Sir, there has 
been an intervening period of sixteen months. For sixteen months he was 
the Leader of the Opposition, and being the Leader of the Opposition he 
must have gained vast experience. I am sure that that experience had 
helped him in issuing the statement that he did before he assumed the 
leadership of the present Ministry. That statement, Sir, was read by many 
as ushering in a new era, a good era at least, for the release of political 
prisoners. But so far as that statement goes, a critic observed, as I saw in 
the papers, that it meant everything, from an3rthing to nothing. But in 
that statement many found hopes for the release of political prisoners. Now, 
what has been the result P The present Ministry has been in office for over 
five months. In the course of these five months there has been a release of 
7 
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OT»r 200 prMoneiv paly. tWhat ia IIm total numlior ot Monrity prisonm in 
jp4lP Xbat is the thing which ahould' he made explicitly olear when the 
fioa’ble Minister replies. Now^ Sir, I put a question during the last 
session, and on the 7th July the Home Minister gave a reply. My question. 
Sir, relate^, to the security prisoners who were taken into custody, imprisoned 
and also restrained in l^ngal under the Defence of. India Eules. The 
Hon’blejSir Naiimuddin replied as follows: — 

‘'Detained in jail under Defence of India Buie 

26— criminal security prisoners ... 2,386 

Othersi (meaning noa>eriminal security 

prisoners) ... .... ... 1,579’* 

GHiat was the figure, Sir, as it stood on the 28th February, 1948, and then 
he went on^ 

“Bestricted under Defence of India Buie 26 — 

criminals ... ... ... 1,484 

Others (meaning non-criminals) ... ... 1,698” 

That was the figure, Sir, as it stood on the 31st January 1943. Now, there 
are two distinctions — “detained in jail” and “restricted”. The restricted 
persons are those who are usually confined in their homes and made to 
appear in the thanas, and sometime. Sir, they are not allowed to come out 
of their homes between sunset and sunrise. Various other disabilities are 
also put on the liberties of those prisoners. The number of restricted 
non-criminals is 1,698, and so far as the number of non-criminals imprisoned 
in jail is concerned, it is 1,579. That makes the figure over 3,000. So far 
as criminals are concerned, the figure is over 4,000. So, the total number 
of persons detaiined under all the categories under Buie 26 goes up to 
7,000; This is the figure which was supplied by Sir Naziihuddin himself. 
Now, Sw, what is the position P There has been a release of some 200 and 
odd piisonere only. Having been five months in office, I must say, Sir, 
this is' ridiculously low. 1 must invite the Hon’ble Minister’s attention 
to what has been done in the Provinces where the Constitution is not 
working, where section 98 is in operation. I can remind him of this fact 
that in Bihar in one lump they got out 1,000, and there there were several' 
hundred {nisoners following the arrest of the Congress leaders. Then 
Sir Thomas BuUierfonl was the Governor of Bihar. I' think that the 
Hon ’hie Sir Naaimuddih will agree that there were also questions of 
sabotage and' bther things there. The war conditioiis are still prevailing. 
The situation' in Bengal, so far as the war situation is concerned, is not 
worse than what it is in Bihaor. I should say that the situation hese hat 
improved. The people are rendering all assistahoe towards the war effort. 
There is especially in Bengal quite a large number of soldiers to defend 
her. In this view of the fact, ma example can be taken from Bihar. Take 
the example of other Provinces. In Bombay also, releases have been made 
in large numbers and not in driblets, as in Bengal. .What are the 
difficulties in the way of Sir Naiimuddin getting out these people .m large 
numbers. 
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I '#oidd ask him frankly what it is that really stands in hit way and that 
would alao lessen his responsibility towards his own oonstitnenoy. He should^ 
also remember one other thing, namely, that he is at the head of a very 
powerful organisation, namely, the liuslim League, and the Muslim League 
stands for the Independence of India. He should please not look at the 
question from a communal point of view. 1 think he should take courage 
in both hands and look at the question more liberally and then put his case 
very strongly before the Governor. In connection with security prisoners 
1 may say that he has got some non-Muslim gentlemen as his colleagues 
on the Cabinet. It is said that they were tempted to accept office under, 
him because of the rosy picture drawn up by Sir Naiimuddin before he took 
office as the Chief Minister with regard not only to the question of food 
but also with regard to thh release of political prisoners. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and resumed 
his seat. ) 

Khan Sahlh ABUL QUASBM: I regret that my honourable friend, 
Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, after delivering a most 
unjustihable diatribe against the Muslims of India, who in his opinion are 
90 millions in number, has left the Chamber, perhaps realising that the 
reply that would be given to his remarks would not prove quite pleasant to 
him. Sir, he delivered a sermon that the nationalist leaders who are in the 
Congress camp alone really represent the elevated spirit of Islam in India 
and that the few reactionary self-seekers who pose as leaders only mislead 
the Muslim masses whose number is 90 millions. He laid the flattering 
unction to his soul that he w’as one of the great leaders of the Muslim 
community of his elevated type. But, Sir, if he had any sense of 
humour, he would have at once perceived that he had full free play as a 
member of the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think Khan Sahib 

i 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: All right, Sir. I know that you would 
raise objection. I anticipated your objection but since you allowed the 
Khan Bahadur to read out from his manuscript speech all that he had 
written, I am merely replying to him. Kow, Sir, the Khan Bahadur bad 
been a member of the Progressive Coalition Party for 16 months and he had 
full free play of his flair for emancipating the Muslim masses who were under 
these reactionary leaders. He was representing a Muslim constituency in 
the City of Calcutta which was supposed to be in touch with his enlightened 
patriotism and nationalism but what prevented them from accepting his 
leadership which was not reactionary leadership? Sir, he acted' in such a 
way that he did not dare to show his face in this Muslim constituency on 
account of his activities in the Council in the vaunted nationalist cause, 
when his re-election came on 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Please come to the point and do not indulge in 

general observations in this way. 

0 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM; All right, Sir. Therefore, I say that the 
achievement of this so-called nationalist Muslim leader is such that he cannot 



n 


ADJOtniNMENT MOTIOlf. 


[ 17 th jSxpT., 


claim any following among ike Muslims. He is his own leader and he is 
his own follower. The thing is this, Sir. I raised a point of or4er that as 
the ground covered by the adjournment motion is the same as covered by 
the non-official resolution as amended by the House, this motion need not 
be discussed. In that amended resolution also we requested the Gb>vernment 
to expedite the release of political prisoners now kept under detention. Now, 
Sir, my friend Mr. Shiish Chandra Chakraverti has quoted an observation 
from the judgment of the Honourable Chief Justice that it would be difficult 

to conceive of a more callous disregard of the provisions of the law etc. 

. Well, Sir, it is a salutary principle of British jurisprudence that Judges 
should be perfectly independent. Judges should express their opinion on 
matters which are placed before them for adjudication with perfect freedom, 
without fear or favour. It is a thing of which British Imperialism may 
very well be proud, in spite of their misdeeds, — and there are misdeeds 
enough I But a judge is judge. He is not in touch with those affairs with 
which the administrators have to grapple. No\^, Sir, it has got to be borne 
in mind that neither the High Court nor the Federal Court has said that on 
the merits of the cases of these persons the detention was wrong. It was 
only pointed out by the Court that the .procedure followed in the matter of 
detention was wrong and the technicalities prescribed were not observed. 
Now, Sir, it is unfortunate that these formalities and technicalities were 
not observed. But there was grave reason which led to the detention of 
these gentlemen and that reason still persists. My friend Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Jan has said that it is disgraceful, it is shameful for a 
Government to act in this manner; but my friend forgets that it was at the 
instance of his Progressive Coalition Party Government that this disgrace- 
ful, this shameful act was done; that at the instance of his Progressive 
Coalition Party Government the number of detention swelled from 300 to 
1,200. The Progressive Party Ministry was responsible for the detention 
of 1,200 persons — four timefe the number that was in detention before, and 
the Khan Bahadur had the hardihood to say shamelessly, disgracefully, 
that it is disgraceful 

Mr. BAHKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdl: Sir, is all this relevant to the 
debate P 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: It is perfectly relevant. Khan Bahadur 
Muhammad Jan forgets the action of his Progressive Coalition Ministry. 
Now, Sir, my point is this : Judges may make observations but the reasons 
which led to the detention of these persons are still there and nobody regrets 
them more than the present Government. The formalities were not observed; 
but there must be strong ground which led the previous Government to put 
them in jail. These grounds are presumed to be still subsisting and it is 
that fact which is responsible for their continued detention. And, even so. 
Sir, the final judicial pronouncement has not yet been made. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal have obtained leave of the Federal Court for filing an appeal 
before the Privy Council. So the decision of the 'Federal Court is not the 
last word of judicial wisdom on the subject. Now, Sir, the position is this: 
it has been said that the law has not been observed — ^law has been violated; 
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but d6 iJiey ask themselves why these gentlemen took it into their heads to 
break the law and why their friends indulged in sabotage and other orimesli 
After all, the safety of the people is a paramount consideration, particularly 
at the present moment when our province — our motherland — is threatened 
with an invasion from an implacable and powerful enemy. Because at such 
a critical time they took it into their heads to show patriotism by having 
resort to lawlessness, the Government was compelled to take action against 
them. This is the result of their reckless activities. Many of these persons 
do not care whether Japanese or Germans come and conquer. In their 
insensate hatred of the British Government, they forget their own country — 
in their insensate hatred of the British, they forget that the Japanese 
would not give us liberty if they ore able to conquer India — in their insensate 
hatred of the British Government, they go to the length of imperilling the 
safety of their own people. So, Sir, it is only right and proper that they 
should be detained for the safety of the people and the country. Sir, we 
have carried a resolution this morning saying that the Government shoqld 
speed up the process of the release of political prisoners and that they 
should be generous in granting amenities to these prisoners and their 
families. The Hon’ble the Home Minister has declared that it is his 
intention to continually review the cases of these people and to release them 
consistently with the safety of the country and when the reasons which led 
to their detention are no longer there. 1 think this adjournment motion 
has been moved with a view ^o censuring the Government which I think 
the Government does not deserve. I should say that Government deserves 
appreciation and gratitude of every sensible man who has the love of this 
country at heart. Whatever this Government is doing, it is doing in the 
interest of the country as a whole. This fact must not be forgotten. If 
this Government had not taken action as it has been taking, certainly chaos 
would be reigning. Therefore, Sir, I do not think that this adjournment 
motion for the release of the political prisoners and for granting amenities 
to them and their families is in order and has any justification. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, the scope of the adjourn- 
ment motion, I submit, is very limited. Extraneous circumstances and 
arguments have been introduced in the discussion on it but limiting myself, 
fibrst of all, to the terms of the motion itself, I submit, Sir, that it relates 
to the cases of 8 persons in respect of whom there has been a decision 

(Beverol honourable members: No, no.) 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: My honourable friends on the 
other side are saying “no, no”. There has not been any adjudication as 
regards the validity of any of the rules. The only decision that has been 
given by the Federal Court is to the effect, that the rules have not been 
carried into effect. In other words, the rules say that the case of each 
individual should receive due consideration by the authority which 
has been provided for in the rules. So far as the Federal Court’s 
decision is concerned, it relates only to 8 prisoners ; it does not affect others 
who have been detained, as my learned friends sitting opposite s^. In my 
opinion, an appeal to the Judicial Committee is not called for at all. It is 
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not a qaettion of a particular iaterpretatkm which the Oovenmient of Bengid 
<thinkt should be given on the rule. The remedy lies in immediately review' 
ing these cases, and so far as 1^ understand the policy of the present 
Government is to fill up the gap which has been left by the last Ministry. 
In other' words, the last Ministry clapped these persons behind the prison 
bars without oonsidering the case of each person and the present Ministry 
have undertaken to examine each case and this examination should be made 
by the proper authorities, as provided for by law ; and after the examination 
if it is seen that any person' is wrongfully detained, then he will be released. 
Two of these eight persons, I understand, have already been released. 
There is no case for bringing in an adjournment motion for not giving effect 
to the decision of the Federal Court. My learned friend Mr. Srish Chandra 
Chakraverti has started by saying that innocent persons are being detained 
—he means all the persons. There oould not be a stronger condemnation 
of the last Ministry by those who were its supporters at that time. The 
Gpvernment have detained some persons who are alleged to be responsible 
for bringing disorder in the country, who are likely to prove dangerous to 
the safety of the Province at a time when the Province is likely to be 
invaded by a resourceful enemy. According to the last Ghovernment, these 
are the persons who were responsible for such acts, and they have on that 
ground — either as a pretence or genuine ground — ^put them into prison, and 
now my learned friends on the other side say that these grounds are baseless 
and mere pretences and that those persons ara all innocent and so on. Now, 
whom are they condemning P They are condemning themselves. It was 
they who allowed the last Ministry to do things in that manner. They then 
said, *Ve shall stick on as supporters of the then Ministry despite the fact 
that innocent persons, patriots, not in dozens but in hundreds, were being 
put in jail.” So far as this Government is concerned, those whom their 
predecessors have' left in their hands, left by my friends of the opposite party, 
their oases are being examined, and 400 persons have been found to be 
innocent — persons who should not have been put into jails at all — and they 
have been released. There remain the cases of 1,100 persons which are 
being constantly examined, and who according to the present Government 
are really persons who cannot be set at liberty without endangering the 
safety of the Province. Therefore, to that extent this Ministry is acting 
honestly to its own conviction as opposed to what has been done by the last 
Ministry. My friends have repeatedly asked the Ministers whether or not 
they are being over- ruled by the government officials and by the Governor 
and, if so, then a certain conduct is being prescribed for them. But, Sir, 
the conduct which they are now prescribing for the Government is a course 
which they themselves have not followed. So far as the present Government 
is lOoncemed, they are acting honestly as opposed to the past Government. 
They are acting with a full consciousness of their own responsibility to 
those persons who have been put in jail and are continuously reviewing 
their oases to see that not one person is detained whose detention is not 
needed for the safety of the Province. Then, with regard to the jonder- 
taking given by the Chief Minister to the Province, when he assumed office, 
that he will see that everything is done to give relief to those persons who 
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lisTe%«m detained, it has been carried out. He bas fdeae^iarge nmnb^ts 
already, and he has succeeded in giving them amenities on a more libeiild 
scale than vere given to them before this Government assumed dffice. 1 
think their allowances have been increased by 50 per cent. (An honourable 
member: Not paid as yet.) Still when the (k>vernment has passed the 
order, it is certain to be carried out. It is now only a question of carrying 
-out the order and paying the money. But even then, the credit for this 
order is not due to those gentlemen who are moving this resolution, those 
who were responsible for keeping the past Ministry in oflBce. Therefore, 
Sir, the Chief Minister has carried out his promise. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA OA8: Pleading their powerlessness ! 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY; There is no quesUon of pleading 
their powerlessness. It is the last Ministry which used to take shelter 
behind such nonsense. This Ministry has got the power and therefore they 
passed the order. The question that is now asked is : when the allowance is 
going to be paid. I, of course, do not know if any allowance lias remained 
unpaid; I do not know what authority the honourable member has for say- 
ing that all the 1,200 prisoners have not received their allowances; it may 
be that some of them have not yet received their allowances but in due couree 
there is no doubt tliat they will get. 

Sir, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Jan has thought it fit to leave the 
Chamber after putting on record some statement which should not, however, 
be allowed to go unchallenged. He came here to give vent to his resentment 
against the Muslim League and he has reasons for doing so, reasons which 
I need not divulge but I can say that he has tried to justify his political 
somersault. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and resumed 
his seat.) 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MAHAtANOBIS: Mr. President, Sir, the 
issue before the House is : whether or not the Government has failed to carry 
out the order or spirit of the order that was passed by the High Court and 
the Federal Court. It is not disputed that the Federal Court has held that 
the detention of certain prisoners was illegal. It has been contended that 
the case before the Federal Court was limited only to eight persons. I 
think it should be nine. The point that was, however, discussed in the 
judgments of Their Lordships of the Federal Court clearly indicates that the 
"Government of Bengal have failed to perform the obvious duty which lay 
upon them for the purpose of passing a valid detention order with regard 
to those people and the aflSdavits sworn before the Honourable High Court 
of Calcutta on either side would also go to show that the person who was 
legally authorised to scrutinise the reports and pass the necessary orders 
did not pay his personal attention to those facts and that the order that was 
passed was passed by a person who was really not authorised to pais it. 
Now, the question therefore is not with regard to the eight or nine persons 
involved in the appeal before the Federal Court; but the question is Hie 
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policj that has been pursued by the Government, whether the present 
Ministry was in power or whether the past Ministry was in power — then 
that question seems to me to be absolutely irrelevant. The only question 
before the House is : whether the detention order has been made legally and 
as the highest court in the land says that it was not and as it is perfectly 
clear that thousands of people have been detained without adopting the 
proper procedure, without giving the person who alone has the right to 
decide whether a man should be detained without trial, I should say that 
those detentions should be regarded as illegal and improper and no Govern- 
ment should take recourse to flimsy excuses by saying that these judgments 
of the High Court and the Federal Court refer only to eight or nine persons. 
As a general principle, the observations of Their Lordships cover the whole 
ground. It is perfectly clear from the affidavit of Mr. Porter in the High 
Court that the case did not go to His Bxcellency the Governor at all, and 
therefore it is a question between carrying into effect the judgment of the 
Federal Court and the question of Government insisting on carrying out 
^their whims irrespective of the decision of the highest court of law in India. 
That is the issue before this House. My submission is this: that in all 
decency the judgement of the Federal Court should have been given effect to 
and these persons at once released. It is idle to contend that these people, 
if released, would upset the British Raj in a few days. The matter could 
have been legalised : individual cases should have been examined and then 
the legal procedure followed and if they had been found guilty, they should 
have been put into jail. But why do you insist on detaining people 
improperly in spite of the fact that your illegality and impropriety have 
been taken notice of by the highest court in the land P This seems to be an 
unseemly struggle between the Judiciary and the Executive which is only 
possible in this unfortunate country. In England if such a judgment were 
pronounced by the High Court, no Government there would have hesitated 
for a moment to release those people who were detained improperly and 
illegally. I submit, Sir, that technically it would amount to a case of 
wrongful confinement. I do not think that the provision of the Defence of 
India Act would come in to protect the Government after the declaration of 
the Federal Court. Therefore, I submit that this House should, only 
consider whether there has been a case of illegal detention, and we do not 
think that there is any doubt about it. The plea that Government is going 
to file an appeal before the Privy Council is absolutely irrelevant as the 
Hon’ble C|iief Justice Sir Harold Derbyshire said in one of his judgments 
that even if there were an appeal that would not matter in the least as to 
the law that has to be applied in British India and until and unless the 
judgment of the Federal Court was set aside, that is the law. You as 
Government are bound to act according to the law. Section 310 of the 
Government of India Act, 1935, clearly enjoins you to follow the law that 
is laid down by the Federal Court. If you do not do it you are guilty of 
contempt of the Federal Court. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Mr. President, Sir, it seems to me that a 
good deal of irrelevant matter has been introduced into the debate today, 
and at times we have forgotten the issue which we are discussing here and 
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enterdd into a diatribe for or against the Mnslim League. I oanndt he4> 
remarking that it is my honoi\rable friend Khan Sahib Abnl Quasem who 
always introduces a degree of heat and temper into his speech and disturbs 
the equanimity of an otherwise quiet House. Before 1 deal with his speech 
I propose to pay some attention to the judicial pronouncement of Mr. Hamidid 
Huq Chowdhury. Mr. Chowdhury generally attempts to retain some 
detachment in his discussions and even today he did not altogether fail in 
that attempt. I would submit, however, that his speech today was a tissue 
of conflicting statements. He has not clarified in his own mind what he 
wants. The first view he took was that this question should be discussed 
purely on a technical plane and on, points of law. Then he entered into a 
defence of the action of the present Government in detaining the persons 
who have actually been detained on certain alleged grounds of expediency. 
If he took his stand only on the question as to whether the order passed waa 
legal or illegal, I would have understood him. If he on the other hand stood 
only upon grounds of expedience, I could also have understood him. In 
fact, he did neither but mixed up the two. My honourable friend* 
Mr. Mohalanabis has made it perfectly clear that after the judgment of the 
Federal Court, Government have no ground to stand upon in detaining the 
persons who had been arrested under Buie 26 of the Defence of India Bulef 
till it has been proved that the Governor or the Minister to whom the matter 
was referred has actually passed an order after applying his indiTidual 
judgment and decided that the persons were proper persons to be detained 
under Rule of the Defence of India Rules. I suggest to my honourable 
friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury that he is taking a very callous attitude 
by saying that it is a case of only 8 or 9 persons who have actually filed 
petitions in the High Court and the Federal Court. I also suggest to him 
that Government have not taken up the case for their release. My friend 
has said that nobody should be released till the case is decided on appeal. 
This may be desirable from the jmint of view of a lawyer but from the point 
of view of a politician, fhom the point of view of a legislator, from the point 
of view of persons who look to the interests of the country, and from the 
point of view of those who are interested in the rights of individual citizena, 
this is not right and proper. I therefore submit. Sir, that the whole speech 
of my honourable friend Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury is torn between two 
conflicting tendencies. If he stands on law, he has no ground to stand 
upon. If he says that the detention of these persons was justified on account 
of the general political situation in the country, he should have entered into 
a wider field and on that question also I shall have certain remarks to make. 

With regard to my honourable friend Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, his 
contention that this Government has done all that could be done, his con- 
tention that this Government deserves commendation and not condemnation 
for what they have done, cannot be justified. I had occasion to point this 
out when discussing another resolution. I had then occasion to point out 
before the House that the amendment of the honourable member was itself 
ample criticism. The amendment of my honourable friend pressed upon 
Government to expedite the release of such political prisoners, theraby 
admitting by implication that Government have not been sufficiently 
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(Wed^ovs in tJiiB xnatter of releMe of tli«8e prisoners or in the metier ol 
l^rentiag further amenities to them and their families. Sir, wh^ this 
tquestion was debated again today, I was unable to be present in the House. 
I would otherwise have dealt at some greater detail with the point which 
has been raised in regard to the general question of release of political 
prisoners. 

The question today concerns the release of persons who have been detained 
under section 26 which has been held to be illegal both by the Calcutta High 
Court and by the Federal Court, and I submit that the Hon’ible the Home 
Uinister has no justification in further detaining them. Till this decree 
has been upset by an appeal to the Privy Council, if at all he chooses to make 
an appeal, the decision of the High Court is binding upon Government. 
I know, Sir, the answer which will be given by my honourable friend the 
Chief Minister of the Province. He has in fact tried to answer these points 
in another place. The arguments which he advanced was that if these 
persons are not detained, the war effort of the Province will be seriously 
'hampered. He has also used another argument, an argument used by him, 
and repeated by his supporters like my friends Mr. Abul Quasem and 
'Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. They say that at the time the last Ministry 
4ook office, the number of security prisoners was only about 300 or there- 
about and at the time they went out of office and the present Government 
Was formed, this number increased to 1,500.* This is a specious argument. 
-1 had occasion to point out that this argument overlooks the fact that since 
the last Ministry took office, a tremendous change has come over the country, 
a stupendous political wave swept over the length and breadth of the country 
and created a situation which was unprecedented in the history of British 
connection with India. At that time, I suggested that if instead of the last 
Government, the present Government had been in power, who knows that in 
place of 1,600, 16,000 people would not have been imprisoned, 16,000 
would not have been condemned? I submit, Sir, that this juggling with 
figures will not do. The conditions were different, and even then we, who 
were the supporters of the then Government, continually pressed upon that 
Government to release every person against whom definite and conclusive 
proof was not advanced. Therefore, it does not lie in the mouth of Sir 
Hazimuddin or his supporters to say that simply because the last Government 
arrested a few persons in addition to those who had been detained previously, 
therefore the present Government is justified in doing whatever it wishes. 
That, I submit Sir, is a very curious argument. Simply because the last 
Government arrested a few more persons, it does not mean that the present 
Government may go on merrily and need not take steps towards release, 
eapeciaily in view of the changed situation. There is no doubt whatsoever 
that we in Bengal are today placed in a position quite different from what it 
was in August, 1942. I would submit, Sir, that there has been not only a 
great deterioration in the economic situation today but the political and the 
international situation has been transformed almost beyond recognition. 
Last year in August, 1942, at 6ne time it seemed that in the mighty clash 
that was taking place between different forces, the issue was uncmrtain. 
At that time there might have been some justification, 1 do not say that there 
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4 MU jtu^iftoaiiioii, I say th«r« might have been eome fUStifioatioA lar 6«f)eriii> 
ment to take the action which it actually took. But today ^e aituatira k 
altogrother changed with the defence of India on a much etvbnger baaui. We 
need those people who are in jail today if we want to tackle the economic 
crisis with which we are faced. We need the workers in jail who can bring 
relief to those who need succour and relief; we need them to give lead to 
the country in order to save thousands, perhaps millions, who are facing 
starvation and worse than starvation. At such a time I submit, Sir, that 
any Government which claims to be a popular Government, any Government 
which claims to be the representative of the people, has no justification what- 
soever in detaining people in prisons who can come out and help in the 
restoration of the economic life of the Province. Therefore, Sir, this change 
in the international situation places an obligation on the present Government 
— which did not exist at that time — and I think that this change in the 
international situation has been recognised everywhere outside Bengal. Why 
is it that we find that even in the section 93 Provinces where there is no 
popular Ministry functioning, where the bureaucracy is responsible for the 
Government, where there is no representative institution functioning, larger 
numbers of political prisoners have been released than is the case in Bengal? 
Why is it that in Bihar, the storm-centre of the movement of August, 1942, 
a larger number of political prisoners have been released than in Bengal? 
I think, Sir, this change in the international situation places an obligation 
upon the present Government to review the whole situation, to survey tho 
present position and to order the release of such persons against whom no 
conclusive evidence is forthcoming. And if the present Government fails 
in performing that function, I submit that it will be failing in its duty, in 
the pledge which the Hon’ble Chief Minister gave to the province at the 
time of assumption of office. 1 think it will be failing in its duty to the 
party which it represents, and 1 think that the other colleagues of the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister who have accepted office with him on a definite 
programme and pledge, they will also be failing not only to their party and 
to the country but they wiill have no justification even to themselves if they 
just cling to that office which they somehow managed to occupy. Therefore, 
I submit the international and the internal situation also places an obligation 
on the present Government 

(Here the honourable member reached the time-limit and resumed his 
seat.^ / 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERdEEl Sir, I rise to support the 
motion that has been moved by my friend Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti 
and am sorry that a good deal of irrelevancy has crept into the discussion 
this morning with regard to this very simple resolution. I would, therefore, 
like' to diraw the attention of the honourable members to the operative part 
of the resolution which runs thus : the failure of the Government of Bengal 
to set at liberty persons purported to have been detained under Buie 26 of 
the Defence of India Buies, in spite of the decision of the Calcutta High 
Court and the recent decision of the Federal Court of India, declaring the 
procedure adopted by the Bengal Government regarding detentioa as 
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contra:^ to law and improper. Now, Sir, it has been contended that the 
judgnnent of the Federal Court applies only to the nine persons with regard 
to whom the Federal Court had to consider the question. My learned friend 
who put forward this contention possibly forgot that the Federal Court 
condemned the procedure adopted by the Bengal Government in detaining 
these persons, persons whose cases were brought before the Federal Court, 
and the procedure they had to consider was the procedure which they stated 
was to be followed in consequence of the Ordinance which was promulgated 
two days after the Federal Court declared that Rule 26 itself and Rule 129* 
were ultra vires. I may as well give the dates. On the 22nd April, 1943, 
the Federal Court in the case of Keshab Talpade decided that Rule 26 was 
ultra vires of the Legislature. Two days after that on the 24th April, there 
were certain habeas corpus applications moved in the Honourable High 
Court with regard to persons who had been detained under rule 26, for their 
release. Ordinance XIV of 1943 was promulgated on the 28th April, 1943, 
that is four days after the rule was issued by the High Court with regard 
to the release of these persons. Therefore, in the first place, I would invite- 
the attention of honourable members to the decision of the Federal Court 
where they say that Rule 26 as promulgated and as enacted by the Govern* 
ment of India was ultra vires of the Legislature. Honourable members will 
remember that the detention of Mr. Eeshab Talpade was made some time 
after August, 1942, and the persons whose cases we are now considering were 
also detained under the same rule. Now, with regard to these persons the 
order which was promulgated in the case of Keshab Talpade was in the same 
form as the order under Rule 26 which was passed in the case of the security 
prisoners whose cases we are now considering. The order was in these 

terms: — “Whereas the person known as is detained in jail and whereas 

the Governor has been satisfied that with a view to preventing certain persons 
from acting in a manner prejudicial to the defence of British India, public 
safety, maintenance of public order and for the prosecution of the war it is 
necessary to make a further order to continue the detention.” I need not read 
the other portions of the order. Honourable members will understand that 
the detention of Eeshab Talpade under Rule 26, as in the case of the persons 
whom we are considering, was held by the Federal Court as ultra vires.. 
Rule 26 has been declared by the Federal Court as ultra vires. I am not 
going into the judgment of the High Court in detail. But I am simply 
showing that the High Court has hel^d that the procedure adopted by the 
Government of Bengal with regard to the detention of these persons was 
ultra vires. So far as the procedure adopted is concerned, it applies to the 
oases of all the persons who were detained under Rule 26. That is a point 
which has been made clear in the affidavit of Mr. Porter. It was placed 
before the High Court and the High Court said on the basis thereof that the 
detentions were illegal and the Federal Court upheld the decision of the High 
Court that the procedure was illegal. The effect of that is that more than a 
thousand persons have been detained in jail illegally. The Hon’ble the Home 
Minister said that the case of each individual person is being examined by 
Gbventment for release gradually. In reply to this 1 may say that it is not 
a question of gradual release but it is a question of release of the persons 
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en bloc, because the procedure under which they have been detained Has been 
declared illegal by the Federal Court; These persons should be set at liberty 
at once and then each case has to be examined following the proper procedure 
and if as a result of the examination anybody is found guilty, then he should 
be kept under detention. But it ie not right to cast a vague aspersion and 
say that for the safety of the country they should be detained, because the 
Japanese are coming — because these persons are considered to be dangerous 
in the present war situation. In accordance with the decision of the Federal 
Court these persons should be set at liberty en bloc and then each case should 
be taken up, one by one, and considered whether they are within the* 
mischief of the Buies and then they should be detained in accordance with 
the procedure that has to be followed according to the decision of the Federal 
Court. It is not a question of waiting for the filing of appeal to the Privy 
Council and saying that these persons are not going to be released. It is a 
question of fact whether you have followed the procedure laid down by the 
judgment of the High Court and the Federal Court. It is a question of 
fact that you have not followed the procedure laid down by these courts and 
it has been found that the proper procedure has not been followed. There is 
no question of interpretation and there is no question of principle here. The 
fact is that the procedure laid down by the highest court in India has not 
been followed. It is no good wasting money over preferring an appeal to 
the Privy Council when we are faced with a deficit of Bs. 7 crores. These 
persons should be released wholesale. You may then consider each case, if 
they are to be detained. With these words, I support the motion that has 
been moved. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINi Sir, this motion deals with 
a subject in which a very large section of the people of the province is 
interested and its seriousness and importance cannot be denied. I hope 
that the newspapers will publish the speeches that have been delivered in 
support of as well as in opposition to this motion. I feel that it is necessary 
that the people should know what is the true position ; not only the people 
but the security paisoners themselves who are in detention and in jail 
should also know. Sir, I would appeal to my honourable friends Mr. Shrish 
Chandra Chakraverti, Khan Bahadur Shaikh Muhammad Jan, Mr. Haridas 
Maeumdar, Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and others vho have made speechea 
today to kindly reconsider the contents of their speeches when they 
go home. I do not take very serious exception to the language used, 
nor to the adjectives used about the Ministers. Sir, I would particularly 
like to point out that so far as the security prisoners are concerned, 75 per 
cept. of them had not been put under detention by bureaucrats like Sir 
William Prentice, Sir Bobert Beid and Sir Naaimuddin, who is referred to 
as having had training under bureaucratic government, but by patriotic 
political heroes and Ministers belonging to the parties of Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose, Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose and the great leader of the Hindu 
Mahasabha, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, as well as by Ministers belong* 
ing to the Erishak Proja Party of which Mr. Humayun Eabir is a 
prominent member, supported by the great National Congress Party of 
Bengal. Sir, these points must be remembered. I will deal with the 
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fskvaaSey of all tlwse—my lionourablo friend Mr. MolxalMidbiB and others 
llinre questioned its relevancy-<-<«t a later stage. But, Sir, these adjectives 
have been • used— I have got one or two words written down, via.,, 
reaeldonary, selhsh and others — from time immemorial against, as I 
said, Sir William Prentice, Sir Bobert Beid and my humble self. 
Sir, they forget that these persons have not been sent to jail by 
them bat that they have been seat there by the representatives of the 
people, by the leaders of nationalist parties. As a matter of fact, 75 per 
^eent. of these prisoners are being detained under their orders. These facts, 
Sir, must be borne in mind and must not be lost sight of. It is no use crying 
now that they are innocent, that they have been wrongfully detained in 
jail. If they have been wrongfully detained, then it is their own people 
who have done so. Then, Sir, 1 maintain that the people belonging to the 
nationalist parties are responsible fot it. I maintain that the Government 
has got a responsibility for the safety of the province The safety of the 
people of the province dominates all other considerations. If these people 
have been sent to jail, it was because their liberty was considered to be 
dangerous to the State. Those who are clamouring for their release must 
show that things have changed. I know that Mr. Humayun Kabir in his 
uaual style has tried to find out an argument, and I will deal with that 
later on. But, Sir, we who have the responsibility of Government on our 
shouMers have got to see whether these persons can be released at the 
present time. That is the question we have got to answer, and we feel that 
it will not be safe to let these people go. As far as the legal aspect of the 
question is concerned, I think Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury has dealt with 
, it very effectively. The decision of the Federal Court, strictly speaking, 
applies only to the cases of the eight persons whose appeals were before 
them, and what is more, if 1 may submit, they deliberately refused to 

ezpreas an opinion on the provisions of section 2 of Ordinance XIV. 

Therefore, as far as we have been advised, the detention of the remaining 

peraons is not illegal. We are going to prefer an appeal. We have 

prepared the brief, and every step that is possible is being taken to expedite 
the filing of an appeal in England. We are prepared to send up all 
applications that are made for Hahms Corpus before the High Court. We 
are prepared to give legal facilities to those who want to move such applica> 
tions. We are prepared to give all facilities to them to meet their lawyers 
and have consultation with them. Over and above that, we are taking steps 
to rectify defects in the procedure, if any, that might have crept in the 
past. As has been rightly pointed out by Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, the 
Courts have not said that on merits the detentions were wrong; but what 
they have said is that the procedure followed was technically not' correct. 

Mr. LALIT CHAHDRA DA8: Then release them. 

Tilt Mon’blt Khwtja Sir NAZIMUODINl No oountiy that enjoys 
freedom would have set at liberty persons whom they consider to be a 
menace to the safety of the State at a time like this when the province is 
threatened with foreign invasion. If there are technical flaws, they should 
be rectified. That is what we are doing. Sir, 1 would again ask tbe 
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memlMfft opftosite to roalke that there it a great raflfMmaihility^ on tho 
^ouldem of Ooverjunent. It is not now the case of mere terroriam, ol 
footing of individuals, rightiy or wrongly. These persons who are detained 
have taken it into their heads that this is the opportune moment for taking 
steps to secure freedom for their country 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: How do you say thatP 

(Cries of “How do you knowP”) Well, Sir, what is the use of saying 
“How do you knowP”. Otherwise so many people, as many as 1,200 and 
no| simply one or two, would not he put. under detention. The other side 
n^ist be prepared either to admit that every one of these 1,200 men was 
innocent or that they were gtilty of activities which justified their detention 
at the time. It is no use saying how we know that their activities were 
subversive of the peace of the country. I cannot understand how 
responsible Ministers of "Government who knew every one of these 1,200 
persons to be innocent would allow them to be detained without trial, 
without making an effective protest. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHCRdCE: On a point of order, Sir. 
The question is whether the procedure adopted by the Local Government 
is legal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Thai is not a point of order. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAEIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, so far as legal 

opinion is concerned, my friends know very well that lawyers constantly 
differ from one another in their interpretation and you can get two 
opinions even from the same lawyer. Our legal advisers, who hold most 
eminent positions in the Bar, are of the opinion that the detention is not 
illegal. There must have been some reasons for putting these men away, 

and I think my honourable friends on the other side must admit that, 

they cannot simply run away from this position — and if the detentions were 
justified then, they are no less justified today; for in spite of whatever my 
friend Mr. Humayun Kabir may say or may have said to the contrary, the 
situation has not changed. We were hoping that the situation would change 
to such an extent that 1 would be able to implement the promise I gave on 
assuming office, that releases of political prisoners would be much mote 
qjiiick and on a larger scale. But unfortunately the situation has deteriorate 
ed since that time. May 1 remind Mr. £abir that we were hoping that 
4Lkyab would be in our hands in April last and that we were also hoping 
that our advance to Burma would be much faster than is actually taking 
place. So, actually there has been a marked deterioration in the situation 
sinob this Ministry took office. Since then honourable members who listen 
to Saigon and other stations are aware that constant propaganda is going 
on from those stations and hopes are being given of the likelihood of an 
invasion of Bengal from there. I personally believe that this is done and 
done deliberately not with a view to encourage the idea of invasion but to 
incite and instigate these people to commit sabotage just for the purpose 
of obstructing onr plans of invasion, and also to induce a belief in these 
people that the enemy will be coming. T^t was the way in which 



u Ammmmm motion;. [itih Sbpt., 

Mr. Subhas Obandra Bose was acting when he was in Qermany and this 
.time too be is doing so again. Therefore, 1 want tiie meml^rs in tbf 
Opposition who are agitating for the release of secnrily prisoners to realise 
the likely consequences of their release. 1 may be wrong and they may be 
right, but the question is whether we can justify the taking of this risk 
that is involved in their release. (Cries of “What risk?") Sir, the risk is 
the likelihood of an invasion and the risk of the country being devastated. 
As Khan Sahib Abul Quasem has said, do not think in terms of British 
Imperialism but think of your province, think of your hearth and home, kith 
and kin; and taking all these into consideration, release whether iifVould 
bo proper for you to risk it, whether it is just and proper to take the rS^ 
in this matter. As I said before, I have had occasion not only of looking 
into the cases of these persons and discussing with the Intelligence Branch 
officers, but I have also discussed this question intimately with the leaders 
of the parties when they were at large. When these persons were released, 
I had long and intimate conversation with them and as a result I came to 
the conclusion that the position is the same as before. I am satisfied that 
their activities were such that we cannot take the risk of releasing them 
wholesale. It may be remembered that even when the war was declared, 
these people were not arrested; but when the Japanese attack began and the 
situation in the East deteriorated, then and then alone Government started 
arresting^ them; and when there was a threatened invasion by the Japanese, 
we thought that it was not safe to allow these men to continue their activi- 
ties. Indeed, the reports of their activities were such that they cotfld not 
be kept at liberty : they were the people who worked underground, who were 
trjjring to organise the work of sabotage. Although I do not think that 
they themselves do these acts of sabotage, they are the people who keep 
information, who were trying to organise these acts and were getting 
various parties to come together. Now, Sir, with regard to the Communist 
Party, the leaders of this party were working underground after two years 
of the declaration of the war: they were absconders. But once we were 
satisfied that they were no longer going to endanger public safety and 
tranquillity and were not a bar to the maintenance of law and order, we 
released every one of them. Mueaffar Ahmed and Som Nath Lahiri were 
absconding and were underground but as soon as we were satisfied that they 
were not a danger to the State, they were released. Those who have got a 
responsibility for the safety of the province and the people have got to make 
sure that the persons in detention will act according to their declaration. 
Mere declaration will not do. You must have something more positive, 
more tangible proof that they would not be a danger to the State. When- 
ever we are satisfied, whenever we feel that we can safely release these 
perscms, we will most certainly do so. 1 can give this assurance to the 
House that if I am honestly convinced that a particular individual should 
be released, I shall immediately take steps for his release. Therefore, I 
would ask the members of this House to realise their responsibility and not 
to look at this question from a narrow political point of view. After all, 
1 can assure you that the persons who are detained understand politics and 
understand every movement and will be a danger to the safety of the 
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province, if released. So they are not to lx- released. We have found 
Dr. Syamaprasad Idipokerjee in his open letter ti' the (lovernor making one 
of the conditions the release of the political prisoners just for the purpose 
of currying favorir with them. He was in ottice when the largest number 
of persons were detained. As J have already said, 1 have discussed the 
matter with the detenus and I can assure the House that most of their 
demands have Inien met. 

Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. President. Sir, the 
first point that Sir Nazimuddin wants to make out is that it was the case of 
only 8 persons but it is not so if he will go througli the judgment properly. 
Justices \'aradachari and Zafrulla held tlurt all orders passed under rule 2(i 
were bad and so also was the opinion of the Chief Justice. The detention's 
made after the 1st of October, 1})42, were also held invalid. So it is not a 
(juestion of 8 persons only. Therefore, the cases went up on appeal before 
the Federal Court. Next, he refers to the support of the Congress. Witli 
regard to this, T want to submit that the Congress Party never leijt any 
support either in the matter of arrests or anything like that to the lust 
Ministry. Tf Sir Nazimuddin will refresh his memory he will see that when 
an attempt was made to practically turn out of the Ministry in an unconsti- 
tutional manner, then and then only the (’ongress exercised their own 
discretion of vote. ,\nother point is this that we have not made any political 
capital out of the matter of Ministry-making, us he knows very well that we 
are not going to partake in the loaves and fishes of the Ministry'. So it 
Sir Nazimuddin levels any charg<! against us that we were responsible in unv 
way for hriiiging about the situation, it will b<‘ certainly quite unfair on 
his part to do .so. Next, Sir Nazimuddin has expressed that certain adjec- 
tives have been used against him which are degoratory to his position as 
Minister. With regard to this charg<* T may suhniit that I have not 
personally used in my speech anything like that. I am the last person t<j 
make any personal aspersion against any person. 1 only (criticized the 
action of the Ministers and also the policy and the prin(5iple which have 
guided them in the discharge of their duties. As for the legality or the 
moral justification which Sir Nazimuddin wants to make out for the deten- 
tion of these prisoners, he says it is for ilu* safety (jf the province. Of 
course, this is a very happy and a very serviccahle phrase which any 
administrator of any »‘ountry can tako recourse to. It is very difficult to 
question that, because it is he who wants to judge of the justification on the 
material before him of which the public are absolutely ignorant. So the 
question of justification which he wants to make out cannot always convince 
the persons who are not in the know of the facts, and who have got nothing 
to do directly with the Government. Only for that reason, to shew that the 
Government is absolutely fair in its treatment of the poHti(;al prisoners and 
that their attitude and policy have been absolutely hona fide, we ask him to 
take us into confidence. It was suggested that an all party committee may- 
be formed out of members of the Legislature to go into this matter. Sir 
Jfazimuddiii knows that while he was Home Minister in 1937, a committee 
like that was formed over which probably he was to preside. So, 1 
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thinl: t)»sit if lie concedes to forming sucli a coiiniiittee, it will not in any 
way he treated as an abdication of the powers of (ioverninent. But for 
reasons liest known to him he refused to take recourse to such a procedure. 
He said that he will give facilities for the defeni^e ui the prisoners, but 
they do not know under what charges they have been detained. We 
may say — tve can. only guess and presume that they may have been arrested 
probably for the offence of sabotage or for alleged (•onnection with this or 
that movement; but if has never been said in so many words, and it has 
never been put in black and white. If the Hon’ble Ministei- <’onteuds that 
particularly for the offence of sabotage or some similar offence they have been 
arrested, 1 may ask, is tliat the way to bring them to their senses!^ I cannot 
congratulate the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin or the (Tovernor or any higher 
authorijty over him on their decision thaf 1)\ doing this they will make the 
country more safe and more secure; ratlier by doing this they are driving 
the discontent of the people underground. And tliis underground discontent 
of the people might burst in a form which the bayonets of Britisli 
Imperialism probably will not be able to quell. Tliat is w'hy, knowing the 
situation in India and for helping the war effort and tlie defence of the 
country, the Indian National Congress requested the Britisli Imperialism 
to conciliate the people and take their co-operation, and for that purpose 
they were willing to do everything; but this offer wa.s s]>urned at. 

Afijoumiiiffiit. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The debate on the motion is closed 
as the two hours’ limit has been reached. The House stands adjourned till 
9 a.m. on Monday, the 20th September, 1943. 
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Members absent. 

The tollowing members were absent from the meeliug held on the ITlh 
September. 1 943 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. N. Datta. 

(d) Mr. Iv. K. Butta. 

(4) Mr. 1{. W. N. Ferguson. 

(•’)) Mr. Mohanied Hussain. 

((>) Maulana Miihaninuid .Vkiuni Khan. 

(7) Mr. J{. }*al ( 'louid liuri. 

(5) Mr. If. S. Pnrssell. 

Khan Itaiiailnr l\a/.i Alelur Ita-'liid. 

(HI' Dr. K. S. Kay. 

(11) J)i. Kavirud^lin Talukdai'. 
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BENGAL LEaSLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Thini Saitioii, 1943— No. 3. 


The Gohncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 20th Septembei*, 1943, at 9 a.m., being 
the third sitting of the Third Session of 1943, pursuant to sectitin G2(2)(a) 

of the Government qf India Act, 1936. 

* 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. *' 

i' 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS * 

a 

Tube-wells in Oaloutta. 

23. Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state — It '*-t 

(a) the nhmber of tibe-wells sunk in Calcutta under the supervision 
of th^ chief Engineer, Public Health Department, as A.B.P. 
measure in 1941 ; 

(h) the number of contracts for such tube-wdils given to Muslim and 
Hindu contractors (to be shown separately) ; 

(c) the number of contracts for tube-wells distributed this year amongst 
Hindu and Muslim contractors respectively; 

{d) whether the Government consider the desirability of giving 50 per 
cent, of such contracts to Muslim contractors; and 

(e) if the answer to part (d) be in the affirmative, whether the Govern- 
ment propose to issue a circular to that effect? 

MINISTER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF. 
COVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) 2,496. 


(6) Hindus ... 9 

Muslims ... 2 

Sikh ... 1 

(e) BUndus ... 6 

Muslim ... 1 


(d) Yes, it will be Considered. 

(^e) This will also be considered in 
due course. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: With reference to (c) and (d), will the 
Hon’ble Minister please state how many tube- wells were, allotted to Hindu 
contractors and how many to Muslim contractors? 

9 
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TIm Hon’bla Khan Bah^iir Maiilvi JALALUDDIN AHMAOs 1 want 

notice. - * - 

Gromr More Food eampaiffi. 

24* Mr. NUR AHMEII: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

{a) what is the total expenditure incurred on the “Ghrow More Food” 
campaign in Bengal in the year 1&41-42, up to the month of 
February, 1942-43, and of this, how much* was spent from the 
Provincial revenues and how much from the grant made by Gov- 
ernment of India; 

^4) what specific measures were adopted by the Government of Bengal 
in furtherance of their campaign of “Grow More Food" in Bengal; 

(c) what is the total acreage of extra land which has been newly brought 
under cultivation in llengal as a result of the*“Grow More Food’^ 
campaign ; 

{d). whether any improved seeds and manures were distributed by the 
Government of Bengal to cultivatot's ; 

(e) if so, in what districts and places, and how much in each district: 

(/) if the Government propose to continue its campaign of “Grow More 
Food” is, the financial year 1943-44; and 
(g) if so, in what shape and manner? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) The “Grow 
More Food” campaign was not started in 1941-42. It was started in 1942-43, 
and the expenditure on the “Grow More Food” campaign up to February, 
1943, is Bs. 15,02,835. The entire amount was met from the Provincial 
budget. 

(6) A food production committee was formed to advise Government on the 
various aspects of the subject. Similar committees were formed in each 
district and in subdivisions, thanas and union boards in most of the districts. 
A Special Officer was appointed to prepare propag^inda materials to co-ordinate 
and consblidate the propaganda and to advise the district officers about it. 
With a view to increasing the acreage under food crops the following schemes 
were brought under operation during the year : — 

(t) Scheme for the distribution of aman paddy seeds. 

(tt) Scheme for the distribution of rabi crops. 

(in) Scheme for the distribution of aus paddy seeds. 

(iv) Scheme for the distribution of English vegetable seeds. 

(v) Scheme for the distribution of 361 lakhs sugeercape euttihgs among 

the sugarcane growers. 

(vt) Scheme for the distribution of potato seeds. 
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(c) The figure is not readily available; but arrangements will be made 
for collection of such figures in the current year. 

(d) Yes. As at (6) so far as seed is concerned about 3,997 and 3,761 
maunds of fertilisers were distributed to the Union Board Farms and 
Demonstration Centres in the Province during the years 1941-42 and 1942-43, 
respectively. 

(e) Two statements, one for quantity of paddy and the other for rabi 
seeds, are placed on the Table. 

if) Yes. 

(/;) The campaign is proposed to l)e carried on more vigorously in the 
current year. Besides distribution of seeds the campaign will finbrace 
(1) a desperate attempt for- reclaiming culturuble waste lttnd.s of Bengal of 
which the aggregate area is 37-25 lakh acres, (2) an attempt to increase 
area under more than one crop, (3) an attempt to increase the yield by using 
manures and water-hyacinth compost more extensively. 


StatemeTU referred to in reply to queMion No. 24, showing, district by district, the total 
' quantity of paddy distributed in 1942. 


Quanity 

District. distribute. 


Nadia 





Md. 

1,080 

ar. 

23 

Miirshidabad 





5,372 

33 

Jessore 





12,600 

0 

Khulna 





6,017 

28 

Burdwan 





8,234 

1 

Birbhum 





9,070 

90 

Bankura 





15,407 

26 

Midnapore 





8,996 

15 

Hooghly 





6,088 

20 

Howrah 




• • 

6,965 

14 

Rajshahi 




• • 

6.968 

6 

Dinajpur 




« • 

8,971 

30 

Jalpaiguri 



« « 


5,032 

36 

Rangpur 

• • , 


« • 


12,798 

0 

Bogro 





4,882 

8 

Pabna 



• » 

m • 

12 

30 

Malda 


, . ^ 



5,103 

36 

Dacca 

• • 


• • 

# « 

13,711 

36 

Mymensingh 

• • 


• • 

• • 

27,689 

24 

Faridpur 

• • 


« 9 

« • 

1,698 

80 

Bakarganj 

» » 


• • 

• * 

13,259 

6 

Tippera 



• « 

• 

9,911 

16 

Noakhali 

• « 


• * 

9 • 

AO05 ' 

20 


197,854 17 

-I* 


Total 



n QUEST IONS ATO ANSWEES., [20th Sept., 


§ltsttmnmt refnred to m reply to queeHan No. 24, showing die^riimtion of rabi eeede 
in different dietricta of Bengal on Sowoi eyetem. 

Dittrioto. Mustard. LentiL Gram. ^ 







Md. 

sr. 

oh. 

Md. 

sr. 

oh. 

Md. 

sr. 

oh 

Nadia 





102 

30 

0 

1,169 

38 

4 

1,347 

87 

0 

Mumhidabad 





23 

32 

4 

1,014 

3 

14 

1,870 

39 

8 

Jeasore 





59 

26 

0 

606 

29 

8 

176 

18 

0 

Khulna 





08 

3 

4 

349 

39 

8 

176 

31 

12 

Burdwan 





18 

4 

8 

86 

A 

30 

0 

193 

6 

0 

Birbhum 






» , 


40 

0 

0 

196 

0 

0 

Baokura 





48 

16 

0 

62 

30 

0 

83 

32 

0 

Midnapofe 





17 

26 

8 

16 

36 

0 

74 

31 

12 

Hooghly 






. • 

. 

98 

0 

0 

270 

0 

0 

Howrah 






. . 

. 

179 

19 

0 

79 

31 

8 

Bajahahi 





244 

2 

0 

453 

0 

0 

486 

35 

4 

Dinajpur 





160 

30 

0 

146 

39 

8 

46 

0 

0 

Jalpaiguri 





301 

0 

8 

210 

30 

0 



9 

Bangpur 





664 

6 

6 

176 

39 

10 

49 

38 

8 

Bogra 





197 

10 

2 

99 

2 

0 

107 

36 

12 

Fabna 





244 

14 

0 

446 

33 

0 

437 

16 

8 

Malda 




• 

110 

38 

8 

199 

36 

4 

. 266 

1 

8 

Dacca 





369 

13 

0 

464 

0 

0 

310 

26 

0 

Mymenaiagh 





628 

14 

8 

606 

8 

8 

363 

33 

8 

Faridpur 





368 

27 

8 

600 

10 

0 

414 

17 

4 

Bakarganj 





99 

16 

0 

239 

38 

0 

128 

22 

0 

Chittagong 





66 

2 

8 

90 

29 

0 

6 

29 

0 

Tippera 





224 

11 

0 

286 

12 

0 

226 

0 

8 

Noakhali 





146 

19 

0 

339 

26 

8 

186 

19 

12 



Md. 

sr. 

oh. 

Md. 

sr. 

oh. 

Md. 1 

ar. oh. 

Md. 

sr. 

oh. 

Total number 
' buted ' 

of aeeda diatri. 













• • 

4,110 

21 

8 

+ 7,862 

8 

8 

+ 7,078 

23 

0 

>19,061 

13 

0 



Bs. 

a. 

P- 

Bs. 

a. 

P- 

Bs. 

a. 

P- 

Bs. 

a 

. p. 

Total oost of 

seeds including 














incidental charges .. 34.680 3 0 +62,017 6 0 +62,738 14 6 >1,30,436 8 3 


Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUDMAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state who are the members of the Food Production Committee? 

Tht HoR’kle Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARj Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state what is the pay of the Special OiBScer who has been appointed to 
prepare propaganda materials and other work? 

The Honlilt Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

For pay also, I want notice. 

Mr. KRI8HNA OHANORA ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the district of 24«Pargana8 was left out from 
the liet P 
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Tilt IHwinilt Khm BtMiir 8AIYED MUAIZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

I cannot say, because this refers to things done before the present Ministry 
came to ofBice. * 

Mr. HUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state why 
Chittagong was left out from the list of paddy distribution. 

The Honnilo Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

The same reply also holds good, namely, it was done during the |)eriod of 
the last Ministry, before February last. 

Mr* NUR AHMED: Arising out of (d), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any amount of fertilisers were distributed to the 
Chittagong Union Board Farms? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA C^KRAVERTi: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if it is the contention of the Hon’ble Minister 
that whatever had been left over by the last Ministry wo\ild not be attended 
to by them? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Certainly not; but the reason for the action of the last Ministry cannot be 
given by the present Ministry. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that the omnn paddy seeds and an» paddy 
seeds supplied to the various districts fall far short of the needs of the 
districts? > 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Is it for the present year or last year? 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On the basis of the figures supplied, is 
the Hon’ble Minister awure that this supply is quite insufficient for the 
purpose ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I want to know whether the honourable member refers to this year’s 
supply or last year’s supply. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, it is very difficult fur the Hon’ble 
Minister to reply to your question unless you make it clear whether you 
want information regarding this year’s supply or last year’s 'supply, 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: This year also, if the Hon’ble Minister 
is agreeable to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Put your supplementary question. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: la the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
paddy seed supply this year to the various districts is not sufficient to their 
needs? 
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TIm Hofilild Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The demand was very great this year and we did our best. Last year only 
Es. 9 lakhs were spent on purchase and supply of avum seeds, whereas this 
year Es. 66 lakhs have been spent for mrum seeds alone. There is a limit 
to Government’s finance. They could not possibly do more than that. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: With regard to (g) (3), 
the answer is “an attempt to increase the yield by using manures and 
water-hyacinth compost more extensively.” May I know what that precious 
thing “water-hyacinth compost” is? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

A kind of manure prepared from water-hyacinth by scientific treatment is 
called water-hyacinth compost. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: May I know where that 
can be doneP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It is being prepared under the supervision of the Agricultural Oflicers. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : May I know whether 
attempts are being made to prevent the water-hyacinth from destroying the 
crops P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that question arises. • 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: It arises in that it afi'ects 
the “Grow More Food” campaign; because if you do not prevent the growth 
of water-hyacinth you cannot carry on the campaign. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: But I do not think that it comes withih the scope 
of this question. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Arising out of answer {g), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state how many acres of land more have been 
brought under cultivation for the puipose of growing more foodP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The information is not available now. After the cultivation is made, it will 
be available. 

Daooa riots. 

28. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAB: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) on what date the Daooa riots broke out this June and what was its 

origin ; 

(b) who were the persons stabbed during the said riots and, of them, 

how many were seriously injured, how many bore slight injuries, 
and how many were stabbed to death; 

(c) whether the situation has been brought under control and what stcfS 

Government took to stop the spread of the riot; 4? 
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{d) what steps Oovernment have adopted to prevent a recurrence of 
such riot in Dacca; 

(c) what sections of the citizens of Dacca were fined for this riot and * 
what was the total amount of fine imposed on each sections ; and 
(/) what principle was adopted in the imposition of such fine? 

MINISTER in chargn of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (tht Hon’blo 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) 6th June, 1943. Origin not known. 

(h), A statement is laid in the Librar5\ Names of the victims have not 
been reported. 

(c) and {d) Yes. An order under section 144, Cr.P.C., was promulgated 
prohibiting carrying of lathis and weapons and assembly of five or more 
persons. Itestaurants and excise shops were closed. Collective fines were 
imposed. Armed pickets were posted where necessary. Civic (luards were 
on duty in their respective mohallas. 

(e) Both Hindus and Muslims. 

Total fine imposed on Hindus Rs. 32,000. 

0 

Total fine imposed on Muslims Rs, 8,000. 

Total fine impo.sed on both Hindus and Muslims Rs. 18,000. 

(/) If in a locality inhabited by Muslims, a Hindu was stabbed, the 
collective fines were imposed on the Muslims and vice versa. 

MTi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state how is it that the total fine imposed on both Hindus and Muslims 
is Rs. 18,000, while the total fines imposed on Hindus and. Mtislims 
have been separately shown to be Rs. 32,000 and Rs, 8,000 respectively? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Very likely Rs. 18,000 was 
imposed on a locality where both Hindus and Muslims were jointly 
responsible for the crime which took place in that area. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: It is not a question of being “very 
likely”. The question is: whether you are sure that the total fine imposed 
on both Hindus and Muslims was Rs. 18,000? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, the reply is quite clear. The figure 
18,000 represents that fine imposed for a crime for which both the commu- 
nities, the Hindus and Muslims, were responsible in a particular locality. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, I have another supplemeniary 
question. Arising out of (a), will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether any attempt was made to ascertain the cause of these riots? 

The Hon*bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Investigations are still 
proceeding to find out what are the causes. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what proportion of the imposed fine has been 
realised approximately? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for noUce. 
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26t Mri HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR* Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the CommiBUGatums and Works Department be pleased to state — 

(a) whethejr the attention of the Government has been drawn to the 

fact that fracas between the passengers and the conductors of the 
Calcutta tramcars have become an everyday affair, resulting in the 
breach of the public peace ; 

(b) if it is a fact that these disturbances are mainly due (i) to the 

behaviour of the conductors in starting the cars before the 
passengers, pi^rticularly the female passengers, with their 
children, can conveniently get down from or get into the cars, 
(ii) discontinuance of transfer tickets, and (in) shortage of 
' small coins; and 

(c) whether the Government propose a quick enquiry into the matter 

and take necessary steps in this connection; if not, why not? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Pratanna Pain): (a) There have 
been some disturbances between passengers and conductors of tramcars. 

(b) (i) and (ii) As far as can be ascertained, these disturbances are 
mostly due to overcrowding and shortage of small coins. 

(c) In view of the action taken by the Police against those responsible 
for breaches of ’the peace, introduction of the coupon system to meet shortage 
of small coins and other measures taken by the Company which have all 
helped to prevent any further disturbances, no further action is necessary. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR S Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that among those responsible for breaches of the peace 
some conductors were also involved ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you kindly repeat your question? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: In reply to (c), the Hon’ble Minister 
says that action has been taken by the police against those persons 
responsible for breaches of the peace. My question is; will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether conductors were connected with the 
tramcar fracas P 

Th« Hon’bl* Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: I want notice. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Referring to my questions (a) and (6), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware of the fact that 
the behaviour of the conductors also is responsible for such fracas? 

The Hon’bl* Mr. BARADA PRASANllA PAIN: No, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Questions 27 and 28'may stand over, as the Hini1)le 
Ministers conoemed are not present ' 
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lir. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state 
what facilities are now provided in the villages of Bengal for the medical relief 
of the villagers f 

(b) What is the total number of dispensaries and hospitals in Bengal at 
present ; and how many of them are located in the rural areas ? 

(c) How many people on an average are served by a dispensary in the ' 

rural areas? • 

{d) What is the total number of registered doctors or medical licentiates 
and bachelors in Bengal ? 

(e) Do the Government propose to introduce any scheme to give subsidy 
to haidycUf hakims and other recognised medical men practising in the rurUl^^ 
areas of Bengal? If not, why not? 

(/) What measures have been adopted by the Government up to this time 
to provide adequate medical relief to the village people of Bengal? 

(g) What special measures have been taken by the Government to inovide 
medical relief to pardanashin Muslim women in the villages? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) 

Medical relief in villages is provided by different types of diHi)enMaries under 
the various systems of medicine, viz., Homeopathic, Ayurvedic, llnani and 
Allopathic established and maintained by the local bodies and in some cases 
aided by Government. 

(h) There are about 2,000 hospitals and dispensaries in Bengal (excluding 
temporary medical centres) of which more than 1,600 are in the rural areas. 

(c) About 33,000. 

(d) There are 4,034 registered medical graduates and 7,700 registered 
medical licentiates in Bengal. 

(e) No. Subsidised di8f)eusnrie8 are more useful to the villagers than 
subsidised' doctors. 

(/) Medical relief in the rural a teas is the primary responsibility of the 
local bodies. Government have, however, shared this responsibility by 
making grants-in-aid to rural dispensaries at the rate of Bs.OOO for a thana 
and Bs.250 for a village dispensary on certain conditions. A fairly large 
number of dispensaries in the rural areas has also been established by the 
Union Boards throughout the Province with the aid of the Government of 
India’s grant for rural uplift. 

(g) No special measures have been taken. 

Khan SMiib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that owing to the inelasticity of the income of the district 
boards these institutions are not in a position to co{>e with the growing 
demand for rural dispensaries, and whether there is any schetne lot 
subventing the district boards for aiding these rural diilpensUries ? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahailiir Mmliri JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Govern* 
xaent have a scheme under consideration. The decision to make grants-in- 
aid to thana dispjpnsaries at the rate of Us. 500 and Rs. 250 for village 
dispensaries wa^ taken in order to help the growth of dispensaries in the 
rural areas. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
subsidy of Bs. 500 to thana dispensaries and Bs. 250 to village dispensaries 
is not granted in all cases? It is only in very limited cases that this grant 
is sanctoned. 

* 

Tha Hon'bia Khan Bahadur MAuIvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: The 

grant is sanctioned on certain conditions. If those conditions are complied 
with, Government gives the grant. The grant is not made if those condi- 
tions are not complied with. Manj' dispensaries have already grown up in 
rural areas due to this facility. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
if he is aware that it is not the conditiohs which require fulfilment by local 
bodies but that there are certain circulars of Government which deprive' 
these union boards dispensaries of subsidy from Government if they were 
started after 1921? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I do not 

know of any practical difficulty that has risen on account of this circular, 
because I find that many dispensaries have been started in the rural areas 
on account of this help. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that no 
grants-in-aid were sanctioned by Government for dispensaries started with 
the help of the Government of India grant? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I want 
notice. 


Points of Information. 

Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Qn a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. I put in a short-notice question regarding the claims of members 
of this House for the period that section 93 was in operation. May I know 
the decision of Government on the point, please? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The matter is still under consideration and is the 
subject of correspondence between the Legislative Council Department and 
the Bengal Government. That is why I do not propose to allow that 
short-notice question. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: On a point of information, 
Sir, regarding my question No. 21 which was not fully answered on the 
15th, but was left over for a subsequent day. The Revenue Minister is 
absent today. May I know when the question will be answered ? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble the Revenue Minister is absent and it 
is not possible to say v/hen the question will be answered. He is 
unavoidably absent today. I shall ascertain it from him w^en he comes. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: On a point of informa- 
tion, Sir. I also had tabled as many as 5 questions on the food situation 
in Bengal and I had requested that they be treated as short-notice questions. 
1 understand' that the Chair has been pleased to allow them. But as yet. 
Sir, I do not know when those questions will be answered. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: They were admitted as short-notice questions and 
the departments concerned were informed but no reply has yet been received 
from the Government departments. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: I may also mention that 
the usual time for replying to these questions has already passed. It is 
no longer a short-notice question now. I submit that in the ordinary course 
it should now be answered, and before the Food di8<;u88ion is taken up in 
order to enable us to deal with that question an answer to those questions 
will be absolutely necessary. So, I request the Chair to insist on the 
Hon’ble Minister giving us an answer before the date of the discussion on 
the food situation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Can any Hon’ble Minister stipply any information 
on the point? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: When short-notice questions 
are put and no reply is sent thereto, it is to be assumed that the Minister 
concerned does not agree to accepting the question as a short-time question. 
I understand it is subject to his approval P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes, that is so. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: So it may now be assumed 
that the approval has been refused and the question lapses. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, having regard to 
the fact that the usual time has already passed as I have submitted, what 
contention has the Government got to put forward for not answering the 
questions, specially as they will be very necessary at the time of the 
discussion of the food question? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid my friend is 
labouring under a very great mistake to think that if a certain period of 
time passes before a short-notice uqestion is answered, it becomes automati- 
cally an ordinary question. I submit that that is not so. A short-notice 
question stands by itself. When leave is refused the matter ends there. 
If you want information on that matter, then you are to put in another 
question. You cannot treat short-notice question as an ordinary question, 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, I want your ruling 
on this point. 
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Mr# PRESIDENTS Wlienever a short-notice question is admitted as 
•uch, it is sent to the department concerned trith the suggestion that if 
‘Government do not agree to treat it as a short-notice question then it may 
he treated as an ordinary question. 

Mfi NUR AH MED S Sir, I put in a question about a year ago about 
A.E.P. organisation and a promise was made in this House that the question 
would be answered. But it has been pending for over a year* and ban not 
been answered. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Nur Ahmed, it is very difficult for the depart- 
ment to answer your question off-hand, because the matter happened one 
year ago. If you make a reference to the Secretary, I am sure the matter 
will be enquired into. i 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Sir, in view of what has; 
fallen from the Chair, may I know what is the answer of the Hon’ble 
Minister about the short-notice question? 

The Hon’Uo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If that is your ruling, Sir, 
then the answer will be sent when it is ready. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Sir, may I ask the Hon’ble the Home 
Minister and the Hon’ble the Finance Minister through you whether they 
have in their possession the latest information regarding the claims of the 
members in respect of their allowances during the pendency of the Proclama- 
tion section 93? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly enlighten the 
House on this point? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: We may hear about 
it very soon and perhaps on the next sitting day or a day after I may be able 
to enlighten the House on the point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I propose to vary the order in the pn^ramme of 
business slightly; the next item will be the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 

Menage reoeived from the Assembly regarding the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 

1843. 

SECRETARY (Dr. S. K. D. CupU): Sir, the following message has 
been received from the Bengal Legislative Assembly; — 

“The Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, as passed by .the Bengal Legis- 

. lative Assembly at its meeting held on September 16, 1943* has been 
duly signed by me and is annexed herewith. The concurr^ence of the 
Bengal Legislative Council to the Bill is requested. 

Calcutta, Sd. SYED NAUSHEBALI, 

The 18th September, 1943, Speaker, 

Bengal Legiilative Assembl}0, 
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Sir, I herewith lay on the table the Bengal Yagrancy BiH, 1043, aa^ 
passed by the Bengal Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on the l&th 
September, 1943. 


The Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: With 

permission of the Chair I beg to give notice that I shall move at the meeting 
of this House one the 22nd September, 1943, that this Bill be taken for 
consideration and passing. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I would like to inform the House 
that amendment to the motion for consideration of this Bill should reach 
the Council Department by 11 a.m. tomorrow. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, is it not too early? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The only motions that you can give notice of are 
motions for circulation and motions for reference to the Select Committee. 
So, I don’t think the time is short. 

Mr. ME8HBAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, there was a conference between 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and other members of the Opposition and himself. 
The party was anxious to let the Bill go through and be finished as quickly 
as possible. 


General disoueeion on the Budget. 

Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHDWDHURY: Sir, the cir- 
cumstances in which the present budget has been placed before this House 
and discussion on it has been invited on its floor are in every sense extra- 
ordinary. They are extraordinary in the first instance because the budget 
which was introduced a few months ago and which we had an opportunity 
of discussing in this Chamber had to be introduced in toto for the second 
time in the Legislature. Secondly, the circumstances in which the budget 
has been presented are extraordinary because of the intense food crisis which 
has overtaken this province during the last few months and which has 
already carried hundreds of our co-citizens to the jaws of death. It is for 
us to see to what extent the Government policy as embodied in this budget 
can help us in meeting this regrettable and scandalous state of things. 
Thirdly, the budget is extraordinary on the ground of its being a deficit one 
by more than 7 crores. 

In considering the budget which the Hon’ble Minister of Finance has 
presented to us, I must refer first to the policy which the Government has 
so far pursued in regard to civil supplies. This is because this matter is 
uppermost in my mind ^ it must be uppermost in the mind of all my 
colleagfues here. I shall necessarily have to postpone the discussion of many 
points which arise in this connection to a future occasion when the food 
situation may be discussed at greater length. But all the same I need not 
make any apology in referring to it at some length on the present occasion. 
Prom the budget itself we only get at the fact that the Government is 
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«peiidmg Bs. 10 crores for the purchase of rice and would sell it to the 
OoTernment employees and to the general public at a loss of crores. Of 
this loss one cpore will be on account of relief to the comparatively low-paid 
Government employees and 2i crores on account of relief to the general 
people. ‘We are also informed that 190 IsAhs will be distributed as gra- 
tuitous relief and another one crore and sixty lakhs will be spent in starting 
public works for relief purposes. These steps together with the appointment 
of a Food Commissioner are in the right direction no doubt. But, Sir, I 
wish these steps were taken far earlier. The present Ministry came to power 
in April last. But for over four months it merely groped in the dark. 
From the Press and on the platform there had been repeated demands for 
declaring Bengal a famine area and for bringing into operation the famine 
machinery. But even now in spite of the fact that Government has admitted 
the existence of wide-spread famine in the province, it is unwilling to 
appreciate its full implications and act accordingly. So, however enthusias- 
tically the Hon’ble Minister may have worked, it has been so far absolutely 
misguided and the result is the tragedy which is being enacted in the streets 
of Calcutta and in the towns and villages of Bengal. Possibly, if the 
Ministry immediately after its assumption of office appreciated the fact 
that there was intense shortage of food-supply in Bengal, many lives which 
have been lost already and will be lost in the immediate future might have 
been saved. 

If, Sir, the present Ministry was not deluded by the assumption that 
there was no shortage of supply in the province, it might have convinced 
the Government of India and the other provinces of the necessity of coming 
to the rescue of Bengal. But a deluded Government can only delude others. 
It created an impression in other provinces as also among the official circles 
at Delhi that Bengal was not actually short of food and did not require the 
attention on their part which it deserved. This is, in my opinion. Sir, the 
greatest disservice which has been rendered to the people of this province. 

The way in which foodstuffs have been purchased and distributed calls 
also for criticism. Many of the transactions in this connection have not 
been as above board as all transactions on the part of the Government should 
be. Neither from the budget nor from the statement of the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister we get any information in this regard. The statement of 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies also leaves us in the dark. 
But the 'Hon’ble Minister in charge of Food of the Punjab Government has 
let the cat out of the bag. In a published statement he has informed the 
Indian public that out of transactions in wheat and in wheat products the 
Government of Bengal has eked out a profit of twenty lakhs of rupees. 
What has been done by the Government and the middlemen selected by it 
in regard to wheat transactions is presumed to have been done in respect of 
transactions in rice and paddy as well. ^ t 

In the face of the great calamity which food shortage has brought in its 
train, one does not feel inclined to look into the other items of the budget 
and discuss the policy they involve. But, Sir, some of these items are alsa 
very closely connect^ with the welfare of Bengal’s population exceeding 
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fifty millions. Experts are agreed that malaria which makes so much haToc 
in this province is chiefly the result of malnutrition and low vitality of our 
people. At no time before this vitality has been lower than at the present 
time. The result is that malaria is already taking its toll in different places 
and I am shuddering to think of the coming month which is ordinarily the. 
malarial season in Bengal. People who are starving today will fall a very 
easy prey to this fell disease. Its only remedy is quinine whose supply 
has fallen short deplorably. Even sometime ago, I am told, 30 grains of 
quinine were available at the controlled rate of eight annas. But now the 
same amount is charged at Rs. 3, and that in Calcutta. A man attacked with 
malaria requires at least three times this amount to get a cure. But people 
who are already dying of starvation will have nothing to spend on quinine. 
I do not find in the budget any satisfactory provision for meeting this situa- 
tion. It is not necessary for me on this occasion to go into the details of 
Government attitude towards the manufacture of quinine in this province. 
But, Sir, apart from the discouragement which was shown to indigenous 
quinine in pre-war days, even since the outbreak of the war nothing has 
been really done to encourage and promote the *manufacture of this essential 
drug in Bengal. In the U.S.S.R. quinine is manufactured out of plants, 
only one year of age. But in Bengal four years have elapsed since the out- 
break of the war but we have been told that plants are still growing. 
While, however, the plants will grow people will die. 

I cannot fully congratulate the present Ministry on the budget which it 
has presented to us. We are not also very .hopeful that it will' meet 
effectively the extraordinary situation which has been created in this 
province both by man and Nature. 

Mr, NUR AHMED; Mr. President, ^ir, with your permission I should 
like to say a few words on the budget* estimates that have been presented 
to this House. Sir, we are passing through very extraordinary times and 
the budget which has been presented to us bears the mark of those extra- 
ordinary times. It is an extraordinary budget meant to suit an extraordi- 
narily critical time. I must congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister 
on the courage he has shown in presenting a budget which shows a great 
deficit. The budget show’s a deficit of 7 crores and 36 lakhs. Even in the 
worst of times, Sir, Bengal had no such huge budget deficit. As far back 
as 1930-31, there was a deficit of 2 crores only at that time of economic 
depression but in this time there is a deficit not only of 7 crores and 36 lakhs 
but a loan of 14 crores as the opening balance. This shows a dismal 
picture of Bengal’s future. 

Siiv it would not be out of place here to say a few words on the history of 
Bengal’s finance. Bengal has always been treated by the Centre in a step- 
motherly fashion among the provinces and never has any adequate justice 
been done to this province. As a result of the Meston Award Bengal got 
only 26 per cent, out of its total revenue income of 2Si crores; while the 
United Provinces got 60 per cent., Madras 40 per cent. As a result of this 
crippling of its income Bengal has always been laboiiring under great 
difficulties. As a result of the Meston Award the two provinces which are 
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inditttmlly advanced, I meftii Bengal and Bombay, were left to starve 
whereas the Punjab, Madras and other provinces were put in a better 

position. In consequence of this Bengal has been crying itself hoarse for 

justice but no heed was ever paid to her.. Then came the Otto-Neimeyer 
^ Award. It did some justice to Bengal but . not wholly. Out of the 
subvention of three crbres recommended by Sir Otto-Neimeyer, nothing was 
given to Bengal but Bengal’s loans amounting to 8 crores prior to year 1936 
were remitted. He also recommended the transfer of the jute duty up to 
62^ per cent, but in other respects the award did not recommend any 
subvention to Bengal. 

So, Sir, Bengal could not take full advantage of the inauguration of the 
Provincial Autonomy. Then, Bengal’s calamity began with the war as 
Bengal was placed in a peculiar position. Bengal had to spend a large 
sum on civil defence. Though it is a deficit budget, it had to borrow and 
within three years we find that Bengal had to spend about Rs. 916 lakhs 
and odd on civil defence. Out of this the Centre has contributed six crores 

and odd and Bengal had to, bear Rs. 318 lakhs and odd. With the entrj' 

of Japan into the war, the position has been aggravated. Then, Sir, the 
food situation became very acute. I do not like to apportion blame among 
the past Ministry and the present Ministry ; but this is a matter on which all 
will agree that it is a critical problem that Bengal is faced with today. 
Then,« Sir, we find that the food problem is the cause of the deficit. 
According to the budget estimates the Bengal Government has incurred 
a loss of Rs. 3i tjrores by selling rice and paddy at control rates and it has 
also to spend money in order to purchase foodgrains from other provinces 
and the setting up of the Civil Supply Department has cost Bengal Rs. 31 
lakhs. So, for these various reasons Bengal had to incur an expenditure 
of Rs. 7 crores: that is not all. If rationing is introduced in Calcutta, its 
fuburbe and in other district towns, it will cost Government a great lot 
which has to be debited against the already deficit budget. Therefore, Sir, 
Bengal, has got a very strong case for demanding subvention from the 
Central Government. As I said, Bengal has been treated very unfairly and 
has not been given full share of its income. Jute is the monopoly of Bengal. 
But the entire amount of the jute duty has not been given to Bengal and 
Bengal’s share owing to war has been reduced by a crore as compared with 
that of the pre-war period. So Bengal can legitimately demand from the 
Central Government the full amount of the duty realised from jute. It is 
one of the grounds on which Bengal can ask for subvention from the 
Central Government. Another thing. Sir, is this; Bengal is the only 
province where salt is imported and the Central Government realise duty on 
salt; since the inauguration of the Provincial Autonomy not a single pice 
has been given to Bengal on account of the salt duty. 

Sir, section 140 of the Government of India Act says that unless an Act 
is passed by the Federal Legislature, nothing can be given. If the Central 
Government can pass such a Bill and pay at least 80 per cent, of ttie duties 
realised on salt in Bengal, then it will go a long way to make up the deficit 
of Bengal. ' Sir, the third ground on which Bengal can ask the Central 
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GoTernment for subveation is that Bengal’s inoome from Cuatoum duty has 
shrunk to a large extent owing to the war condition. Sir, Bengal’s inoome 
from other duties has also been reduced. There is another ground on which 
Bengal can ask for justice from the Centre. Bengal stands on the fore* 
front of the war and it has got to keep up the morale of its civil population by 
giving them as much relief as is practicable. Sir, starvation is running ram- 
pant in Bengal todaj', and it is the duty of the Central Government to supply 
foodgrains to the people of Bengal to save them from starvation and death. 
Sir, a large percentage of expenditure incurred for supplying food at the 
reduced rate to the civil population should be borne by the Central Govern- 
, ment. There are other minor grounds on which Bengal can ask for justice 
from the Central Government. So, I strongly urge upon the Ministry to 
put strong pressure on the Centre for giving subvention. Another aspect 
of the budget on which, with your i>ermi8sion, I should like to speak, is 
the prevalence of malaria and cholera in this province. Sir, malaria and 
cholera are very good friends of famine. The Hon’ble the Food Minister 
has stated in this House that Bengal has been organised on a famine basis 
and that a famine organisation has been set up. Sir, I find that there is 
an important omission in the budget. There is no increase in the expendi- 
ture on account of public health. Dispensaries and other organisations for 
medical relief should be set up side iby side with the organisations for 
supplying food to the people. I am speaking from my personal experience 
of Chittagong where malaria is running rampant and cholera has recently 
broken out in an epidemic form. There is no medicine nor is there any 
doctor and people are dying there like cats and dogs and there is nobody to 
prevent it or to check it. Sir, in ray humble estimate, more than 50,000 
people have died up till now for want of medical treatment, but I find no 
provision for this in the budget. Sir, I think, this is also important from 
all points of view. Food should be supiilied, and at the same time arrange- 
ment should be made for supply of medicine and medical treatment. The 
speaker, who sat down before me — 1 thank him for this — stated that 
quinine is not available. That is exactly the case in Chittagong. The 
district lioard, ac<;ording to the report of the District Health Officer, 
appealed tcJ the Government for supply of quinine. He said that there 
was not a bit of quinine in any dispensary. All dispensaries have ceased 
to function in Chittagong. There is serious epidemic in Chittagong town. 
If today any person visited any house in Chittagong, he will find malaria- 
stricken people in every house. StHl, Sir, there is no quinine, no suitable 
organisation for the distribution of quinine in Chittagong. 

Khan Sahib ABU L QUA8EM: On a point of order. Sir. We are having 
a genial discussion on the budget now. These discussions will cover 
fields pertaining to every department of Government. I notice that my 
friend Mr. Nur Ahmed is speaking about the Public Health Department, 
and the Hon’ble Minister in charge of that Department has left when he 
was referring to that Department. Is it not desirable that as far as 
possible all Hon’ble Ministers, unless they are prevented by special reasona* 
should he preseat during this general discussion P 
10 
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Hr, PRESIDENT: Most certainly. I think the Hon’ble Minister 
should have been here. When the discussions proceed on the budget all 
the Ministers should attend because the members have the right to speak 
on any department they like, and especially when the last speaker was 
mentioning something about his department, the Hon’ble Minister should 
not have left the Chamber. It is a matter of common courtesy to the 
House. 

Mf» NUR AHMED: So, Sir, my humble submission to the Ministry 
is that they should provide more money tor medicine and public health. 

* 

Sir, the speaker before me stated that the budget estimate that has been, 
presented in this House shows no improvement over the previous one. 
Sir, with all respect to him, I differ. On some important aspects it differs 
from the old budgset which was presented in February. Sir, I find that in 
the last budget there was only Es. 30 lakhs provided for famine relief, but 
in the present budget we find Es. 322 lakhs provided for this. In 
another important aspect I find that under the head “Agriculture” in the 
old budget Es. 40 lakhs has been provided, but in this budget it has been 
increased to Es. 133 lakhs. In another aspect, there has been a change, 
and that is loan from the Central Government. There was only a loan of 
Es. 30 lakhs provided for in the old budget, but now it has been increased 
to Es. 7 crores and more. Sir, from these points of view the budget is an 
improvement. 

The Finance Minister has got to meet very extraordinary circumstances 
under an' extraordinarily critical time and he has got to adjust himself. 
He, therefore, deserves credit from all right-thinking men of Bengal for 
taking this bold step. It appears that the Government which had 
vacated office had presented a budget which had no such scheme, and the 
usual 30 lakhs for famine reKef from the Central Government was 
provided. There is another aspect of the budget on which I wish to say 
a few words and that is about irrigation. When a famine is declared, 
Government is bound to undertake small irrigation works here and there. 
Though some increased amount has been provided, yet schemes have not 
been provided and there is no scheme for test relief works for the people. 
The food situation in the country is very acute and I appeal to all sections 
of the people to combine to solve this problem. I appeal to the House 
to think that it is no party question and it should not be judged on party 
lines. There cannot be anything over which we can differ on this supreme 
question. Let us all unite and let us all try to save our suffering and 
starving brethren. I appeal to all sections of the House to co-operate with 
the Government to solve this most important problem. I also appeal to 
the Government to ask for co-operation and help from all section# of the 
people to tide over this supreme crisis. 

Mft PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have before me a list of members 
who want to speak on the budget tomorrow. On the Opposition 
side 9 members want to speak tomorrow and on the Government side 7 
members. It would be difficult to accommodate aU of them unless some 
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spoke today. I, therefore, propose a tiine>]imit of ten minutes for each 
speaker. I must give at least 20 minutes to the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister for his reply tomorrow. So, I would request the honourable 
members who want to speak, to do so today if they can. 

Mfa HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Mr. President, Sir, I am sorry I cannot 
congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the budget estimates for 
the year 1943-44 as presented by him before the House, not because it is a 
deficit budget, not because the deficit is alarming — for a deficit budget is 
not necessarily a bad budget — ibut because, amongst other things adequate 
provision has not been made for the nation-building departments and 
because administration is not being carried on conscientiously and 
diligently. This is my considered opinion. • 

I may cite several instances. The food problem is not being satisfactorily 
and intelligently tackled. Political prisoners detained without trial have 
not been released, their families have been left unprovided for. Jute 
cultivators have been badly treated — a very wrong policy has been pursued 
in this regard. The sufferings of the coal miners of Bengal have gone 
unheeded, Bengal mills, particularly textile mills, are on the verge 4>f 
collapse for want of fuel but left without adequate relief. Education of 
the country in general and particularly of the Scheduled Caste Hindus and 
depressed class Muhammadans is being neglected. Teachers who are real 
builders of the nation are virtually starving and they are left out of account. 
Agriculture of the province is on the starving list. Cottage industries are 
not thought of. Improvement of the civil communications of the province 
is not on the urgent list. Iload funds are not properly utilised. Sanitation 
and medical help have received step-motherly consideration. Nepotism, 
jobbery and corruption are running rampant wherever we cast our eyes. 
Threat to impose fresh taxes is there which is absolutely unwarranted. 
As I have very little time at my disposal, I shall deal with some of these 
items only. 

We are meeting here, Sir, today under the shadow of a great calamity 
that has befallen our dear land, Bengal. A serious famine unprecedented 
in the annals of this (’SCBTSTl, ) fertile laud, is striding 

past like a demon throughout the length and breadth of the province. 
Food situation has deteriorated so much that death-roll is mounting 
every day. In my last speech on this matter on the floor of this 
House, I have discussed the subject at certain length. I do not like 
to repeat the arguments afresh. What I want to point out is that the 
Ministry has failed and failed ignominously and miserably. The policy 
pursued by the Ministry with regard to procurement and distribution of 
foodgrains and also in the matter of increasing production within the 
province has been completely unplanned and ineffective and has been 
responsible for a gradual deterioration of the situation leading to appalling 
famine conditions now prevalent in all parts of the province. Its latest 
action in promulgat ing price-control of rice without making any suitable 
provision for supplies has intensely aggravated the misery of the peoj^e. 
The Ministry has failed to discharge the elementary responsibility of anj 
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dVUiBed OoTenunent by its failui« to save human lives and to procure 
tor the people eseential oommodities for their bare existence. Then, Sir, 
I have received a letter from a person of a mufassil village in which he 
says— 

“(?rc^ ^ ^ I c^rt^ ofzK arc’? <^155 

?! ; to ^ 1 

4t-^Ti ?55 t^ ; ^ to i <TOi, 

VR) I mm, arf? m ^ ^ to R?5ft 

TOr artl?, wf? I ^ cTO 'sr€-f® 1 

^f^c^ CTc*f? ^*rc^ CTO c-r? TO TO r 

' Messages of this nature are pouring in everyday. 

This is the present situation. Sir, 1 should like to suggest some mode 
of operation in this connection. Immediate steps should be taken to 
isolate the big consuming areas like Calcutta. 1 may mention here that 
in my special motion that will come up before the House, I have mentioned 
all these things, — including their industrial suburbs, Chittagong, Dacca, 
Nnrayanganj, all places of military concentration and construction and big 
evacuees’ camps, from the rest of Bengal, with a view to maintain the 
supplies in such areas with the imports from outside and to retain the 
supplies in rural Bengal for the relief of the poor masses and middle classes, 
as far as practicable, supplementing the same with surplus of the foodgrains 
from outside Bengal to relieve specially deficit areas. Immediate steps 
should be taken to prevent the purchases of <ms paddy and rice as also the 
coming auman crop to big traders from outside, whether Government agents 
or others, at competitive prices, and to prohibit the export of such food- 
grains to the bigger consuming centres indicated as above. Immediate 
steps should ibe tsikmi to secure cent, per cent, control over supply, prices 
and distribution of foodgrains available from whatever source, to be carried 
on by an agency enjoying 100 per cent, confidence of the people. Sir, the 
situation is very gloomy and I i^ould say without any hesitation that all 
our energies, all our minds should be focussed on this all engrossing 
{KToblem 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, please speak loudly so that the 
Hon’ble Minister can hear you. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Sir, the Ministry, as I have already 
said has failed. 

Sir, I now take up the case of the political prisoners. After Mr. Fazlul 
Huq was manoeuvred out of his office. Sir Nazimuddin came out with long 
promises and somehow or Clher gathered a number of camp-followers under 
the sympathetic blessings of the Governor and the European Association; 
but these empty promises have new bemi found out. Even the prisoners 
who have been d»elared innocent by the highest Tribnnal of the country 
have not been released. They take cover under lame pleas, namely, thwt 
the procedure was declared invaUd and merits were not gone into ; but where 
merits wele not oonsideiud how oam you say that on merits they are guiltyf 
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Sir, even a child knows that this argument has no legs to stand upon. But 
who can awake them who sleep wide awake? The Hon’ble the Finanoe 
Minister knows that his “Prince of the political prisoners”, Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose, is still rotting in detention. May we know how is his feeling 
now 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: He is quite hale and hearty. Why should 
he be rotting there? 

Mr* HARIDA8 MAZUMOARs My friend asks: why he should be 
rotting there. I may tell him that Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose who was very 
useful to his country, who was not only the leader but also a guide and a 
philosopher for his country, is now in detention and practically behind the 
prison bare. My honourable friend has not suffered detention; .so he does 
not know what rotting as a detenu means when the liberty of a busy man 
is taken aw’ay. I am now reading a letter just received by me from the Dum- 
Dum Jail which will convince the House how’ these prisoners are being 
treated in respect of their family allowances. This letter has been addressed 
to me by Babu Asw’ini Kumar Ganguly. 

(Here the honoura!ble member reached his time-limit.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you have reached your time-limit. 

Dr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Sir, please allow me a little more time 
so that I may read the letter. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid, I cannot give you more time. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Mr. President, the Hon'ble the Finance 
Minister has presented his budget at a most cjitical time when tliousands 
of our countrymen are dying of starvation. Sir, being faced w'ith such 
a situation for which the Government is responsible he is discussing, 
arguing, defending his actions, while men, women and children are dying 
on the highroads of Calcutta and outside throughout the province. What- 
ever may be his defence to which undoubtedly he is entitled on the analogy 
of an accused charged with an offence even of wilful murder, he is bound 
to admit that the public thoroughfares are now the hearths and homes of 
the people, regardless of the scorching rays of the sun and heavy showers 
of rain. Mr. President, innumerable deaths caused by starvation are the 
order of the day. Men, Sir, do scramble to find out what little remnants 
of food they can at the dustbins of the Corporation and municipalities — 
men eat on one side, dogs and cows eat on the other. Newspapers are 
reporting about quarrels between man and dog for a share of the thrown-out 
food. Sir, the heart-rending scenes of humanity reduced to mere skeletons, 
their hardship, misery, w’oe and agony bring tears to our eyes. 
Mr. President, this is the condition in which we are living under the provin- 
cial autonomous constitution — an utter sham and mockery enacted by the 
Parliament of Great Britain. The people are dying ignorant of their 
rights and unconscious of the obligations of the Government, Happily 
however, Sir, their ignorance, in the words of a poet, has been a bliss to 
the Ministry as well as to Great Britain. I do not like to apportion the 
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blame between tbe Governor and the Viceroy or between the present 
Ministry and the past, but what I want is immediate remedy. I demand 
a solution of the famine condition now prevailing in this country. I want 
prevention of any further deaths due to want of food. 

Sir, it really pains me to find that public servants, excluding the 
judicial and ^me other branches, have lost their reputation regarding their 
honesty. I am not prepared to hold the Ministry responsible for those 
cases which do not come to their knowledge. But, Sir, there are cases of 
public officers being guilty of corruption and Government guilty of abet- 
ment, May I remind the Hon’ble the Finance Minister whether the Govern- 
ment received a signed representation containing serious and multifarious 
allegations against an officer in charge of a subdivision in tbe district of 
JessoreP May I also remind him that the signatories to the said representa- 
tion made it explicitly clear that they were ready to substantiate the 
allegations based on facts. Will the Hon’ble Minister explain, here and 
now and on the floor of this House, why this Subdivisional Officer allowed 
the local rice-mill owners to sell rice at the highest price which was out of 
all proportion to the cost price of paddy? Was he personally interested 
in the matter? I pause for an answer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am afraid, Mr. Roy, as you are 
making personal aspersions on responsible public officers, you must take the 
responsibility for those statements. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am referring to a representation 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tou should avoid these personal aspersions as far 
as possible. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sirs I am referring to a representation 
which has already been su!bmitted to the Government. I am only quoting 
the language that will be found in that representation. If the Hon’ble 
Minister takes a little trouble, he will at once find that the allegations are 
already before the Government; that is why I submit I have everj' right 
to mention all these things on the floor of the House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA Q08WAMI: I may say. Sir, that 
I do not remember having received any such complaint. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: The Hon’ble the Finance Minister may 
consult his colleague the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies and he will tell 
him about this representation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: All this illustrates the danger of making such 
personal aspersions. Mr. Roy, as far as I remember, you have put a 
question on this very matter and I would advise you to wait for a reply 
to that question and not indulge in these aspersions before you get a reply 
from Government on this point. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Am I hot entitled to raise these allega- 
tions which are already before the Gbvernment? 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Just now the Hon’ble Finance Minister stated that 
he did not receive any such representation; possibly it has been forwarded* 
to the Civil Supplies Department. The Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies 
is not present here. So far as I remember, you have put in a question on 
this subject and that question has been admitted. So I would advise you 
to wait till you receive a reply from the Government. 

Mr. AMULYADKONE ROY* Let me then take my seat now till the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawurdy comes in. 

* 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. Why should you wait till then? 
Your question will be answered and you can put supplementary questions 
and elicit information. At the present moment, is it not possible for you 
to go on discussing the budget without referring to this particular incident? 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Am I not even entitled to refer to this 
matter P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think not. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am not questioning your authority. 
Sir, hut I submit I have every right to refer to this matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may make general allegations in a way but 
if you make specific allegations you must take responsibility for the same. 
I would further advise you not to make any reference to this particular 
incident until you have received a reply to your question. You may now 
proceed on these lines. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Thank you, Sir. The Hon’ble Ministers 
should be condemned for not taking any action 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You are perhaps going to harp on that matter : 
but please remember that you may do -so only in general terms. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: I am referring to an allegation which 
has been already made in a representation submitted to the Government. 
I am not making any new allegation. I take the entire responsibility on 
my shoulders 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I must again remind Mr. Roy that be must not 
make any specific allegations till he has received a reply to his question. 
He may refer to the matter only in general terms. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: But then the allegations are already 
embodied in the representation. These allegations are already there 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot argue with you. I would 
again advise you to act on the lines I have suggested. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: All right, Sir, for I do not like to incur 
your displeasure 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no question of pleasure or displeasure but of 
procedure 
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Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Sir, the only person for whom I have 
‘the greatest regard in this House is the occupant of the Chair and' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You may now go on. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: My question is this: whether the 
Hon’ble Minister and whether the Government have made any enquiry into 
these allegations and whether they have found these allegations true or 
false. If they are false, why no proceedings have been drawn up against 
the signatories, who have made the representations for making false 
allegations against a public servant and if they are true what action has 
been taken against that officer? I pause for an answ^er. I know, Sir, there 
are certain rules — the Government Servants’ Conduct Rules — tear them 
up— -bury them under-ground, and let the officers declare themselves 
independent with this liberty that they can do no wrong. Will the 
Parliamentary Secretary in charge of the Civil Supply Department bear 
testimony as to whether the department has received further complaints 
from the people regarding the sale of permits for paddy? Will the 
Government be ready to enquire into this matter? I say immediate enquiiy 
is necessary 

Mr. BIREN ROY: On a point of order. Sir 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY: Permits are being sold to the 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Biren Roy has raised a point 
of order. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, the honourable member is still referring to the 
same thing. He is referring to the Parliamentary Secretary in charge of 
Civil Supplies but the Parliamentary Secretary in charge of Civil Supplies 
is not a member of this House. Parliamentary Secretary in charge of 
another department cannot have access to other department files unless those 
files are here. So It is difficult to reply to any of the points raised by 
Mr. Amulyadhone Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy, you have referred to the Parliamentary 
Secretary in charge of the Department of Civil Supplies who is not a 
member of this House. The only Parliamentary Secretary in this House 
is Mr. Biren Roy who has nothing to do with the points that you have 
raised : that is the first point. Secondly, you should avoid making specific 
allegations with regard to a particular matter. I may remind you that 
you are losing your time. 

Mr. AMULYADHONE ROY; Sir, I am discussing a very important 
point. 

(Here the member reached time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, this is a general discussion of the 
budget and so one has got to keep in view the abnormal times in which 
we are living. It is also common knorwledge that grievances are widespread 
and are shared by almost every individual in this province. Therefore, 
when the present Ministry has to present a budget in these extraordinary 
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circumstaiices it is no wonder that the budget will be subjected to very 
sharp criticism and it is quite probable that some of these criticisms are 
perfectly well-founded. The present Ministry came into being in the fourth* 
week of April last. Now, Sir, the circumstances under which the present 
Ministry has been called upon to present this budget are well-known to 
everybody. It is, therefore, not very reasonable to accuse this Ministry 
for every ill that Bengal is suffering from just now. The budget is practi- 
cally the budget of the previous Ministry. The only new thing that is 
noticeable in it is a picture of the state of things that have come about 
during the last five months. Well, Sir, belonging as I do to the Ministerial 
Party, I confess I am not without iny grievances, complaints and criticisms, 
and I offer them in the hope that they will be taken due note of and sought 
to be remedied, if possible. 

I shall first take up one of the points raised by one speaker on the 
opposite the other day. Only the other day the question of the release of 
political security prisoners was raised through an adjournment motion which 
was deliberately talked out by the Opposition. That is my impression 
of the wdiole thing despite protestations to the contrary from my friend 
Mr, S. C. Chakraverti. Sir, a reference has just now been made that 
Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose is rotting in his place of incarceration. Well, 
Sir, it has become a common practice to talk of peopla who are in jail 
as “rotting”. When these people are in jail, they cannot certainly be said 
to be in a very happy condition, either physically or mentally. I understand 
all that. But, Sir, some eloquence was expended on the question of people 
who have not been tried in courts of law and have not been regularly found 
guilty under the Criminal Procedure Code. This is a question, Sir, which 
has been discussed threadbare. Charges against such people are in 
possession of the Government. It has been the case with all Governments 
ever since the problem of such prisoners came to the fore that these 
people cannot be tried in an open Court, because no one would give 
evidence against these people for fear of their lives. Therefore, speaking 
of such people as being innocent will be running contraiy' to facts. There 
is evidence against these people, and it is not that Government siioply for 
the sake of putting these people into jail have resorted to this extraordinary 
piece of legislation. 

True that the Government in the interests of the State has had to deprive 
these people of freedom but let no one forget that Government have kept 
these persons in a high degree of physical comfort. 

Now, Sir, I have got some grievances of my own so far as the Education 
Department is concerned. My friend, the Education Minister, tells me — 
I have had talks with him — that so far as expenditure in his department is 
concerned, everything has come to a standstill, and that the Education 
Department has necessarily to suffer. Now, Sir, there are many educational 
institutions which exist because of the Government grants-in-aid. Every- 
where Government has come to the rescue of its employees by giving ration 
allowances, dearness allowances and so on and so forth; but these grants-in- 
aid have not been increased to my knowledge. The result is that the poor 
teachers of such institutions are suffering terribly. I do not understand 
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why, while money ie being found for everything, the education of the youths 
. of this province is to be neglected in this way. Sir, if Government do not 
take measures immediately to that end, the education of the youths who 
are the future tope of the country will suffer seriously, and this will 
certainly not bode well for the country. Now, Sir, as my time is limited 
to 10 minutes only and as I think possibly I have already spent five minutes 
of it, I do not propose to go into the matter in any more detail. 

Now, Sir, the Education Department is also in charge of the Wakf 
Department of the Bengal Government. The present Bengal Wakf Act 
came into operation on Ist March, 1936, and both the Hon’ble Minister for 
Education and my humble self had a share in framing this piece of 
legislation. Sir, I also had the honour to be a member of the Board of 
Wakfs along with my honourable friend the present Education Minister. 
Now, the working of this particular piece of legislation for a period of 
seven years has brought to the surface many lacunee in this Bill. They 
require to be removed. This Bill is not serving the purpose for which it 
was designed, and I know. Sir, that a Bill embodying necessary amendments 
has been prepared, hut it has not yet received Government’s serious 
attention. Government is finding time in the Legislature for many purposes, 
but this Wakf Bill is not being attended to. I want to bring to the notice 
of the Government that over the activities of this Wakf Department the 
Muslim community feels very .strongly. The Government of the day, in the 
year 1934, when the Bill was passed, did a great good to the Muslim com- 
munity by spomsoring this Bill. But some amendments are long overdue 
and urgently called for, and if those amendments are not passed into law 
by Government through the Legislature without further delay, I think. Sir, 
a great harm will continue to be done to the Muslim community. 

Sir, we hear of plans everywhere — five-year plan, ten-year plan, and so 
on: Many people scoff at the idea of planning. So far as the Soviet 
Government of Eussia is concerned, plans have succeeded there enormously, 
beyond imagination. They plan and work up to plans, and the result is 
now seen — the stability and strength of their Government in the face of the 
terrible war which they are fighting so successfully to the admiration of the 
entire world. Sir, our province, so far as I know, has no plans about any 
department. I am not complaining against this particular Government. 
I am complaining against previous Governments also. What will happen 
to our industries in which Bengal is specially interested? What plans are 
we making to put our industries on a proper footing the moment war is 
over? I should be glad to hear that planning is alregidy in contemplation. 

Sir, so far as the Communication Department is concerned, well Sir, this 
Department has got a bad name in the province. They do not know how 
to spend the money which is entrusted to them by the Central Road Fund. 
That is within my personal knowledge. This department needs attention 
' Now, money has been handed over to this department for expenditure. 
This department could not spend that money, and that money had been 
This department could not spend that money, and that money has perhaps 
lapsed. That is a state of affairs with which no one can be pleased. 



1943.] 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


115 


Transport and communication facilities are among the vital things on 
which the progress of our country depends, and after the war is over, road 
development is going to be one of the principal problems. I should like to 
have a reassuring reply from the Hon’ble Minister that he is alive to the 
question of road development and that he is planning ahead. It is neces- 
sary that we should have a road development plan ready to be put into 
operation as soon as the war is over, or even during its pendency,* if possible. 

Sir, my friend Mr. B. K. Roy Chowdhury veiy pertinently referred 
to the question of public health in the mufassil. I can bear personal 
testimony to the conditions which are prevailing in the mufassil. Not only 
quinine but many other essential drugs are not available. I feel that the 
Local Self-Government Department must be more alive to the conditions 
w'hich prevail in the mufassil. 

8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Mr. President, Sir, before 
I speak on the budget, I just want to draw your notice and the notice of 
the House to the desirability of forming a Public Accounts Committee. 
This is so relevant to the discussion of the budget that I am compelled to 
mention it now. Sir, unless we have got any represenkition on the Public- 
Accounts Committee, we shall not be in a position to know the details of 
the working of the various departments, and, as our friend Khan Sahib 
Abul Quasem has justly pointed out, we shall not be in a position to know 
from the papers supplied to \\h what items are lapsing, what amounts are not 
being spent, and so on. You, Sir, are the custodian of the rights and 
privileges of this House, and I hope that you will take necessary steps in 
the matter. We have been agitating over this point for several years past 
but nothing has materialised so far. 

Now, Sir, as regards the present budget, I should say that it is a budget 
of despair both to the Government as well as to the people. The pressure 
on the exchequer is great whereas the resources are small and scanty,- and 
this has been admitted by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister himself. And 
on the top of all this, it has also been pointed out by many speakers here that 
since the inauguration of Provincial Autonomy in the provinces a lack of 
plan and a lack of policy has been the constant feature of our budgets. 
We have, of course, fallen upon a time which is unprecedented in the annals 
of British rule in this country. Devastation of the country by flood and 
consequent famine has upset the normal life of the province and in the due 
course of events the provincial exchequer has got to meet the most pressing 
and immediate needs of the people. Previous to this, with regard to the 
question of flood and other things we have again and ag^^in in this House 
stressed the defects of the irrigation system which was of paramount 
importance to Bengal and especially to western Bengal. If I remember 
aright. Sir' the first resolution that was moved in this House when it 
came into being was for the formation of a Waterways Board which would 
in co-operation with the neighbouring provinces formulate a policy and a 
plan, so that the rivers would be properly irrigated and something would 
be done to prevent the gradual silting up of the courses of the rivers and 
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tkereby atop the floods or utilise the floods in such a way as to fertilise the 
ai>il of the country. But Sir, nothing has been done. It is useless for me 
to speak on this same subject on this occasion nor do we expect that 
any improvement will (be made, although liick of a comprehensive scheme 
of irrigation is seriously responsible for the floods both in MidnapOre and 
Burdwan. Another sordid picture has been presented before the House by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed about the district of Chittagong and I may say that 
the same picture holds absolutely true about another most unfortunate 
district in this province, namely, Midnapore, which is a place, where both 
Nature and man, as has been so appropriately termed by the Finance 
Minister, have conspired to bring upon it the great calamity from which 
we are all suflering at the present moment. The loss of life owing to 
disease and starvation has been appalling in this district and I 
do not know whether the relief work that is now going on is 
quite commensurate with the needs of the locality. I have also 
heard that the amount spent on relief which has mounted up to a 
large figure has not been properly utilised. Of course, I do not know where 
the fault lies and it is difficult for me to make speculation about it. Our 
friend Khan Sahib Abul Quasem has just now said, it is very difficult to 
procure evidence against political prisoners because the people are afraid to 
depose against them. Similarly it is very difficult to procure evidence against 
Government officers when Government officers are at fault, especially in 
respect of allegations of this nature. So what is true of political prisoners 
is also true of Government itself. Of course, when a Government is in power 
the very power relieves them of all anxieties and trouble about any defects or 
shortcomings which they may have wilfully or otherwise committed in any 
particular matter. Our friends here have spoken about the miserable food 
situation in the province : newspapers are every day full of horrors which 
the people are suffering from and it would not make the matter easier by 
speaking anything more about it. The food situation is acute and although 
a vrfst amount has been appropriated by the Civil Supply Department and 
we have heard a lot of things on the floor of this House and also in 
statements in the newspapers daily, we have seen no visible effect on the 
present situation of the province. We have seen very little by way of 
amelioration of the condition of the poor and deserving people and I do not 
know what it will come to. I do not hold any brief on behalf of the last 
Ministry or this Ministry. As we find it, no Ministry has done anything. 
If the, present Ministry think that they are sufficiently representative, it is 
their primary duty to find food for the people of this province. But our 
country is not the same as other civilised countries are. That is why our 
Hon*ble Ministep think only of themselves. 

(Here the member reached the time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

KhM Sahib NURUL AMIN: Mr. President, Sir, the budget presented 
by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister represents certain features which 
deserve congratulations. It is known to all that the country is passing 
through an unprecedented and extraordinary situation and a better adjust- 
ment of finances could not possiUy be brought about at this time. The 
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budget ^tontains a humane touch. It eonsiets of ooiieiderable pfOTuions for 
test relief work in varioue manners which show that iQoTernment has realised 
the deplorable situation through which the country is passing now. But I 
should submit, regard being had to the acuteness of the problem, that the 
provision is not quite enough. It needs replenishment and if necessary 
a supplementary budget may be presented for providing adequate money 
for test relief and other sorts of gratuitous help to the destitutes. Now, 
Sir, there are certain features in the budget which need criticism, criticism 
in the spirit that would be taken note of by the Government and the 
Government should proceed to remedy the defects in those items. Of course, 
this House suffers from certain limitations. It has not got that sting which 
is found in the other House 

Mr, PRESIDENT: You must not talk of the other House. 

Khan Sahib NURUL AMIN: I withdraw my remark, Sir. Now, Sir, 
criticism which is offered in course of budget discussion — and this is the 
only opportunity that this House has got, is of no avail unless these 
criticisms are taken due note of and steps are taken to remedy the defects 
that are pointed out in course of the discussion. It is no use placing this 
budget and inviting a discussion — as has been already mentioned by the 
Hon'ble President — ^if the HonTile Ministers have not the courtesy to be 
present to hear this discussion by the members of this House. Now, Sir, 
with regard to the receipt side, I ffnd that there is inorease on two items, 
namely, excise and stamps. From the financial ^oint of view, the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister may take advantage of this, but 1 think, this only shows 
the moral and material deterioration of the people. Now, Sir 

Rti Bthaihir ICEBffAB CHANDRA BAHCRJCCl May I rise on a 
point of order, Sir? My point of order is this that the Upper House has 
not been given the power to vote on demands for grants, a power which 
the Low'er Honse possesses. I understand that vote on certain items of 
expenditure will take place by this evening. In that. view of the case, 
all the suggestions that will be offered in course of the discussion on the 
floor of this House will be of no avail, because those items will l>e passed 
on today’s meeting elsewhere. May I make certain suggestions in this 
connection 

Mr^ PRESIDENT: You must confine yourself to the point of order 
strictly. The House has the right to discuss the budget irrespective of 
what happens elsewhere. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE: Yes, Sir. .My point 
is this. Suppose we make certain suggestions 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a question of supposing. What is your 
point of order? You must not waste the time of the honourable member 
who is now in possession of the House. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdEE: My point of order 
is ibis that no useful purpose will be served by our discussion in regard to 
certain items of expenditure which will be passed this evening elsewhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is net a point el order. 



118 


GENERAL BUDGET DISCUSSION. [20th Sjspt., 


Khtll Sfthib NURUL AMIN: Sir, the increase in revenue under the 
head “Stamps” is ascribed to transfers of immovable property. We find 
this from the statement of the Honlble Finance Minister. That is not a 
happy augury for the country, because this will make the agriculturists 
Ihndless. Already 29 per cent, of the total agriculturist population is 
landless, and if the sale of immovable property goes on in this way, the 
percentage will be increased to 50. Government should take note of this 
and should try to improve the economic condition of the agriculturists. 

Sir, with regard to another item of receipt, that is tax under Bengal 
Raw Jute Taxation Act, we find there is a figure of Rs. 40 lakhs which is 
derived from that head. It is well-known to all that although a sum of 
Rs. 40 lakhs is derived from the jute tax, nothing has been done for the 
jute-growers. It is known to all that the Jute Mills Association has fixed 
a price this year for the purchase of jute, that is from Rs. 14 to Rs. 19. 
The Government of Bengal by a Press Note have said that they have 
nothing to do with this fixation of price, that they have no hand in the 
matter; but I submit, Sir, that the Government cannot shake off their 
responsibility in this matter. They must do something for the agriculturist 
jute-growers from whom they derive a huge amount of tax. Sir, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I give you three minutes more to finish your speech. 

Khan Sahib NURUL. AMIN: Sir, when fixation of price has commenced 
in regard to other commodities, I do not see any reason why Government 
should not pluck up couyage and fix the minimum price of jute. When 
we find that there are very big orders from American and other Govern- 
ments — further orders are also expected by the jute mills — I would submit. 
Sir, that the Government should take steps for the fixation of price so that 
these jute-growers may be saved from being coerced to sell their jute at 
a low price. There is no parity of the price of jute this year as fixed by 
the jute mills with the prices of other commodities. At all times we have 
found that the price of jute was higher than the price of paddy or other 
commodities. But this time the price of jute has been fixed at a lower level 
than the price of paddy and other necessaries of life. 

Sir, we find that one crore of rupees has been provided for loss due to 
sale of foodstuffs to the staff of the Government. As a scheme, I do not 
oppose it but my grievance is this; when Government knows that the 
income of the local bodies, such as the district boards, is inelasti^, they 
cannot grafit any concessions to their own employees. Government was 
approached to grant subvention to the district boards, but Government has 
not even moved its little finger to come to the aid of the district boards. 
I should state that this is nothing but a step-motherly treatment of these 
institutions by the Government. They are granting ration beginning 
from an assistant drawing Rs. 300 down to petty chaprasis, but they are not 
doing anything to help the district boards to grant any such facilities to 
theit employees. • 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMDAR; On a point of information, Sir. Will 
the Hon*ble Ministers in charge of the different departments attend 
tomorrow in view of your honour^s ruling? 
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Mr« jPIIESIDENTs The* practice is that the Hon’hle the Finance Minister 
replies to the budget debate. It is only proper that the other Ministers * 
should be present here while the discussion is ^ing on. But, strictly 
speaking, only the Finance Minister replies to the budget discussion. 

Mr« HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: We are only to discuss the budget in 
a general way. We have no hand to turn it down. So, Sir, it is in the 
fitness of things that all Ministers should attend. I think you will again 
press on them the necessity of being present. Otherwise, the rules should 
be amended so that this may be done. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: I am taking notes 
as far as possible in order to ascertain the views of honourable members, 
so that I may be able to reply to the points at the conclusion* of the 
discussion. The time is short, but my attempt will !be genuine. 

« 

Adjournment. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The Council stands adjourned till 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
the 2l8t September, 1943. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 2Gth 
September, 1943: — 

(1) Ehan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury.. 

(3) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta. 

(4) Vr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(5) Mr. Humayun Kabir, 

(6) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(7) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(8) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

, (9) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji. 

(10) Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhuri. 

(11) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Ranhid. 

(13) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(14) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEQSLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


Third SMtion, 1943-<Nt. 4. 


The Cotjncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 2l8t September, 1943, at 9 a.m., being 
the fourth day of the Third Session of 1943, pursuant to section G2(2)(a) of 
the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr, President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pbasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. ' 


General discussion of the Budget. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Order, order. In order to accommodate as many 
speakers as possible in the matter of the general discussion of the Budget, 

I propose not to take up the questions today. 

There is one other matter. I have received notices of three Special 
Motions on the food situation in this province — one by Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti, the other by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and the third one by 
Mr. Haridas Majumdar. I have examined all of them. Mr. Haridas 
Majumdar’s motion raises several issues; so that cannot be admitted. I am 
prepared to admit either the motion of Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti 
or that of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I would, therefore, suggest that the 
Opposition should come to an agreement as to which motion should be 
moved. I want to mention another point in this connection. As the motion 
will be taken up on the 23rd, I would suggest that amendments should be 
avoided as far as possible. If a large number of amendments comes in, 
they will have to be examined by the Council Department, tabulated and 
then circulated to honourable members. There is not much time. There 
is the further risk that if a large number of amendments comes in, it might 
not be possible to take up the motion this session at all. 1 hopfe the leaders 
of different parties will decide the matter among themselves and be good 
enough to inform me by quarter to 10 o’clock today. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, Government may have 
to table certain amendments. May 1 know by what time such amendments 
should be received in your office? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: By 11 a.m. tomorrow morning. I would also 
request the Government to restrict the number of their amendments as far 
as possible, because a large number of amendments may mean that the 
whole thing may have to be deferred for the time being. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAJUMDAR: Sir, I would like to draw attention to 
the fact that an adjournment motion on the food issue had already been 
tabled by Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and it was settled that it would be taken 
up on the Food Day. What will happen to that motion? 

II . - % 



122 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


(21st Sept., 


MFi presidents In view of the special motion I do not think Mr. Das 
. Would like to press his adjournment motion. If he presses, I shall have to 
djBcide whether I shall allow it or not. 

Mr, L^LIT CHANDRA DAS 8 Sir, I have a special motion regarding the 
food situation which will come up for discussion on the 23rd. If that 
motion is taken up, I will not move my adjournment motion. Amongst 
ourselves we have agreed as to whose motion will he discussed. 
Mr. Chakraverti has no objection to Pay motion being admitted. 

MPi PRESIDENT: Then that settles the matter. I admit Mr. Das’ 
motion and it will be taken up day after tomorrow. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Then, Sir, there would not be any adjournment motion? 

Mfi PRESIDENT* No. Amendments received will be circulated in 
the Chamber., I hope honourable members will realise the difficulty of the 
Department. 

We now pass on to the general discussion of the Budget. There are 
several speakers, as many as five from the Ministerial Benches and eight 
from the Opposition Benches. Now, in order to enable all of them to 
speak, we require more time than two hours. My suggestion is that we sit 
today up to half -past eleven; in that case, all the speakers might be accom- 
modated including 20 minutes for the Hon’ble the Finance Minister to 
reply. Is there any objection? 

(Voices; No.) 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, when the Hon’ble Mr. Goswami 
extended his hand of fellowship to Sir Nazimuddin, I think he was sincerely 
under the belief that Sir Nazimuddin’s Government would be able to tackle 
satisfactorily the food question as well the question relating to political 
prisoners. Soon after his assumption of ofiice, while , opening the annual 
municipal conference at Behala on the 8th of May, Mr. Goswami made a state- 
ment that the Government would be able to solve the food situation very 
toon. He repeated this opinion at the foot of the Ochterloney Monument 
in a public meeting at which he expressed the belief that in the course of 
a few weeks Government would be able to control the food situation to the 
entire satisfaction of the people of Bengal. Now, Sir, weeks have lengthen- 
ed into months and the present Government is now in office for over five 
months. Now Mr. Goswami says that Bengal is bent double with woe and 
agony and is a supplicant for neighbourly charity. Sir, these words I 
should think are indicative of strong condemnation of the acts and policies 
which the Government so long pursued in the matter of the procurement of 
food and also in the matter of distribution of supplies to the needy 
and helpless. Sir, we are living in the midst of a serious famine 
raging from one end of Bengal to the other. We find around us 
all evidences of a serious famine. Women and children and even 
able-bodied men had to leave their hearths and homes and roam in 
the streets of Calcutta and also in the mufassil towns. Sir, every day 
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we find lurge numbers of persons who have been suflering from the eifeote 
of starvation being carried to the hospitals and dying in hundreds. From • 
August 15 to September 10 no less than 2,000 persons have been taken into 
hospitals and 937 persons have died. The story is not different in other 
towns. We also have seen messages from Dacca, Chittagong, .(^omilla, 
Munshiganj, Bogra, Dinajpur and other principal towns in Bengal and 
everywhere we find the sam^e tale, namely, that the people are being stricken 
down by the effects of famine and are dying in very large numbers. Sir, 
why there is hesitancy on the part of Government to declare Bengal a famine 
area? Obviously, there is the disadvantage that the Bengal Government 
will in that case be under the statutory obligation of feeding the destitutes. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Goswami has made provision for meeting the situation. 
For example, he has set apart Rs. 3A crores for supplying articles of food to 
low-paid Government employees, Rs. 10 crores for the purchase of food- 
grains, Rs. 16 crores for the purchase of aus crop; but, Sir, he has not been 
able to give us a picture of the real requirements of Bengal. He has not 
been able to tell us by facts and figures ihat these sums are quite suiiioient 
to meet the requirements of the situation. Sir, the allotment made will not 
be at all sufficient to meet the exigencies of the situation. Now, Sir, even 
if he will come with a bigger budget he may rest assured that the 
Legislature will not lag behind in giving him the necessary support. So 
far as these figures are concerned, they are really based on the assumption 
that there is famine but still there is reluctance on the part of the Govern- 
ment to declare that Bengal is a famine area. Sir, every day that passes is 
very important, and I should urge upon the Government to take courage 
in both hands and declare Bengal a famine area and then ask for help. 

I understand that as a matter of fact the provincial revenues will not be 
quite sufficient for the purpose of meeting the situation. I believe that the 
Provincial Government shall have to seek the help of the Government of 
India and it may be that the India Government will have, in their turn, to 
ask for help from outside; but nevertheless, the situation is such tliat the 
facts must not be ignored. Then, Sir, there is a charge made by provinces 
outside Bengal and that charge should also be met. The charg# is made by 
the Punjab Government as well as other Governments that the Bengal 
Government is making profit out of the misery of the people. Wheat and 
rice were sent to Bengal, and although they were sent, they have not been 
properly distributed in quarters where they should go; they actually dia- 
appeared. These are charges which should be met. This being the situa- 
tion, the Government should not try to wriggle out of the situation \yithout 
openly making 4 statement as to what the position of the Bengal Govern- 
ment is. Then, Sir, the third food conference is coming soon, and I believe 
the Hon’ble the Food Minister for Bengal will be there. I hope that 
he will have the courage to represent all facts relating to the food situation 
in Bengal and emphasize the fact that the Government of India should takC' 
upon themselves the responsibility of helping the Bengal Government with 
large amounts. I remember, Sir, that when the Constitution Act came into 
force, at that time owing to deficit budgets the Bengal Government went 
into arrears and was indebted to the Government of India to the extent of 
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Es. 8 OTores. The 6k>vt>tiiinieiit of India, however, reinitted that sum. Now 
we have a deficit budget of Es. 7^ crores. If the facts relating to Bengal 
can be properly represented to the India Government, I have no doubt that 
the Government of India will readily come to the rescue of Bengal with 
sufficient money to meet the situation. In these circumstances, I think it 
does not behove the Bengal Government to come in with proposals 
for fresh taxation which, I understand, is on .the anvil — the Agricultural 
Income-Tax Bill. It will hit hard the middle-class people at a time like 
this. They are already hard pressed and are finding it very difficult to 
make both ends meet. The sources of revenue for Government should, in 
my opinion, be conserved for better days after the war is over. When sales 
tax and jute tax were introduced, promises were held out that the income 
which will be derived from these sources will be utilised' for the nation- 
building subjects. That promise was never carried out. The income from 
these two heads of taxation — that is the sales tax and the jute tax — is now 
being devoted to meeting the costs of the administration. Now if you get 
agricultural income, a promise should be held out that that income will be 
utilised for the improvement of agriculture. It is true this Government 
will not lag behind in making promises; but it is equally true that the 
income which will be derived from agricultural income-tax will be spent 
not for the purpose of making improvements in agriculture, but will be lost 
in the all-embracing cost of the maintenance of the State. So, if the 
Government of Bengal remember one fact that after the war is over there 
will be great iiadustrial revival when Government will be hardpressed for 
money, then will be the time to think of agricultural income-tax. I do not 
deny that this is one of the principal sources of income. I do not deny that 
Government should take advantage of increasing its own income by taxing 
agricultural income, but I Say the time is inopportune, the taxation should 
not be made now. I say this Bill should be postponed till after the war 
is over. 

Then, Sir, I refer to another point. That point is with regard to the 
release of political prisoners. I know that the Hon’ble Mr. Goswami is 
feeling vety strongly over this matter, and he is definitely of the opinion 
that the releases have been slowed down. Now, Sir, a rosy picture was 
drawn up by the Hon'ble Sir Naeimuddin on the, eve of assumption of office, 
and they gave out the promise that so far as the question of the release 
of politieal prisoners was concerned, they would look into it very liberally. 
Of course, there was the idea, but they have forgotten the promise. He 
says that the situation has not improved since then but has gone worse. I 
say that the situation has bettered. When he says that .the situation has 
gone from bad to worse, he cites the example c!f Arakan. He says that 
Buthidaung is still in the hands of the enemy. He also referred to Akyab 
which is still in the hands of the Japanese. But I may tell him that the 
Britishers stand Where they are. The Japanese have not invaded Bengal. 

I say the situation has not worsened; the situation on the other hand has 
bettered for the Allies. Look at tbe situation in South Africa, Italy and 
also the position m Bengal, and how the Allies have acquitted themselves, 
and how they have prepared, for an offensive in Burma. I say the situation 
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has bettered. To say that the situation has not improved is merely a pretext 
to shelve the question of the release of political prisoners. Then he made 
another abortive statement that Jaiprakash Narain was here but that he 
came and went away, but when he came here he could not be arrested. Now 
how can the Government make that a point not to release political prisoners P 

(The honourable member at this stage reached the time-limit and 
resumed his seat.) 

Mr» BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA* Mr. President, I really tlo not 
want to be long over a post-mortem examination of the budget. I say 
post-mortem examination for the reason that so far a.s tliis House is 
concerned, the budget is only a bundle of papers and we have no controlling 
voice in the matter as the other House has by way of cut motions. There- 
fore, I feel there is no practical utility in our making auggestions and it 
would simply be wasting the time of the House in doing so. I congratulate 
the Hon’ble the Finance Minister on the form of the budget as also on hia 
inimitable style. There is lucidity, there is terseness and there is gloss 
— all that is there; but unfortunately, it has only brought out into bold 
relief the helplessness of the Ministry in handling the food situation and 
the hopelessness of their financial position. The increase of 72 lakhs in 
Excise revenue receipts may be a matter for jubilation to the Government and 
specially, if I may say so without the least disrespect, to those Cabinet 
Ministers who are not -ahstainers; but so far as the masses of Bengal are 
concerned, it is a moral condemnation of the policy of the Government. I 
say that Islam, like other religions, condemns the use of intoxicating liquors 
as also all sorts of intoxicants and 1 take it that the Muslim iicague which 
is the only accredited upholder of Islam has not been slow in condemning 
it either; but unfortunately from the supporters of this Ministry which is a 
Muslim League Ministry, not a single word of condemnation has been 
heard on this score. The position the Ministry has taken up is this: they 
have got to get money or revenue somehow or other, no matter how or from 
where, for has not one of the Ministers loudly proclaimed “beg, borrow or 
steal” as his policy? It does not matter from where you get your money, 
but you have got to get it. That is why I think there is whole- 
hearted approval of this policy regarding excise revenue. While I am on 
this little point I may refer to a rather interesting passage in the budget 
statement of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, at page 3, 8 lines from the 
top. He finds consolation in the fact that “our revenues have also bene- 
fited considerably in consequence of the greatly diminished supplies of 
imported liquor in place of which consumers have turned to ‘foreign liquor’ 
made in India.” I think he is perfectly right. It may be that the “dirty” 
hands of Indians have made the liquor: it may be that the stuff is the 
“dirty” stuff grown in India: it may be that it has been bottled by 
Indians. But still once you give it a foreign name, it is transformed into 
“foreign liquor” having all the relish and taste of imported liquor and the 
consumers readily relish it. This is significant in that it reveals the 
mentality of these consumers and from this deplorable mentality we may 
judge how these consumers love the people of this country and love their 
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country produce. Then, Sir, I come to the present policy as declared by 
. the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in his statement that in Bengal today 
there is only one problem that matters : namely, the food problem. Sir, it 
is perfectly true. He says further — “No matter what the cost is. Govern- 
ment must afford relief to those unfortunates for whom failure to afford 
relief may mean death by starvation.'* This statement was made only I 
think a week ago and I am sure the Hon’ble Minister, when he was making 
this statement, knew that it was then no longer a question of “may 
die", but it was already a question of actual death by starvation — death not 
by hundreds but by thousands due to want of nourishment and foodgrains. 
What does it indicate? It indicates want of statesmanship, want of policy 
or impplicy on the part of the administration to realise the grim reality to 
take up the matter in right earnest and that at the right moment. While 
members of the Ombinet are busy with their meetings, and in having their 
schemes formulated, their policy adumbrated, the streets of Calcutta are 
practically littered with dead bodies 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: This is exaggeration. 

Mr* BANKIM CHANDRA DATTAs You will have your say, Khan 
Sahib, ifhis is the true picture. I do not see, Sir, how humanity can 
tolerate it. While the Ministry is taking their time over the policy, over 
the scheme, you find before your very nose how men and beasts are daily 
quarrelling with' each* other for a morsel of food from the dustbins. The 
other day you must have seen in the newspaper the picture of a jackal 
biting a boy who was trying to be his rival for a share of the castaway 
foodstuffs in the streets. Sir, this is the true picture. While people were 
dying in hundreds and thousands, the Hon’ble the Food Minister 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Dutta, your time is up. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Please give me two minutes more 
and I shall finish. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid I cannot give you any more time. 
You must finish your sentence. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DATTA: Sir, I was saying that while 
people were dying by hundreds and thousands, the Hon’ble the Food 
Minister was having his “Drive" in the villages and towns of Bengal. But 
what has the “Drive" resulted in? What is the quantity that has been 
salvaged by this “Drive” ? The public has the right to know all this. 
They have not been told about it so far. Why is it guarded as a close 
secret P Why the people have not been « taken into confidence and told 
regarding the quantities of foodgrains supplied to Bengal from the different 
provipoes, the method of their distribution and the whole scheme behind it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Finish your sentence, Mr. Dutta. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA DUTTA: I have finished practically. Sir. 

In view of the actual famine condition in this province, what is the 
policy underlying the administration? Why not declare it a famine area? 
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But no, ^thing ahall be done. The policy ia a policy of drift. Let the 
Ministers draw their princely salaries— play with their people dying by. 
hundreds and thousands-— drive their motor cars on the streets covered with 
the dead ! 

(At this stage the member reached his time-limit and resumed hia seat.) 

Mr. W. ®i G. LAIDLAWS Mr. President, Sir, the situation which the 
Hon^ble Minister has had to meet raises a series of financial problems which 
are novel to this Province. There was no option but to meet the deficit by 
borrowing and unfortunately it has not been possible to do this within the 
Province, A debt has had to be incurred to the Central Government 
greater than that wiped out by the Niemeyer Settlement. This raises the 
question of what the province’s borrowing capacity amounts to. If tevenue 
receipts were likely to continue on the present scale, it might be possible, 
with the disappearance of abnormal expenditure due to’ natural calamity 
and war conditions, to forecast a repa;^Tnent of the Province’s indebtedness 
in a measurable period of time; but the enhancement of receipts is due to 
war conditions and cannot be relied on. It seems as though the Province 
has acquired a debt, the repayment of which, if at all possible, will only be 
accomplished at the expense not only of the future development but indeed 
of the essential services. 

The Province has a strong case for subvention from the Centre on the 
grounds of famine conditions. The pressure on food resources of an increas- 
ing population and the deterioration of larger areas of arable land has of 
recent years involved the populace in a very real struggle for existence. 
The economy of the Province was, therefore, in no state to meet the impact 
of war conditions involving the sudden cutting off of the capital of the 
Province from sea-borne supplies. The reaction is indistinguishable from 
conditions of famine. If famine had arisen through natural causes in more 
normal times, w'ould the Central Government have hesitated to come to the 
Province’s assistance with shipments of foodgrains? On the contrary, 
history shows that the Government of India has in the past been specially 
enjoined by His Majesty’s Government to prevent at whatever cost loss of 
life amongst His Majesty’s subjects in consequence of a calamity threaten- 
ing Bengal. Apart from this, the focus of Indian defence has shifted for 
the present from the North-West Frontier to the eastern border, and it 
behoves the Centra! Government to ensure that the territory on which its 
defences are largely based is kept free as far as possible from economic 
distress so that morale shall not suffer from this cause. 

The policy of Government is to take all possible steps to minimise the 
effects of inflation. It is true that this is primarily the concern of the 
Central Government, but measures taken by them are of a nature which 
affect the purchasing power of the comparatively rich. There are important 
devices available to the Provincial Government which would go a long way 
towards discouraging the inflationary tendency revealed by the budget. 
Inflation in agricultural economy can lie hidden for a time owing to the 
tendency of the agriculturist to hoard what little spare money is available 
to him, and it is when he starts spending or de-hoarding, that the full ifnpaci 
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of inflation is felt. This is essentially a condition which the ProYincinl 
• Government can meet in some measure by an intensive savings campaijgn. 
We agree that the incidence of inflation has been very uneven. The smti^li 
cultivator who had to sell his crops hastily has not benefited; but there are 
other classes — the large cultivator, the trader, military labour — ^who must 
have excess purchasing power, and the savings campaign should be directed 
towards these classes. In other countries, bonds of small denomination are 
issued, and as inducement to save there are clauses providing for repayment 
in the event of marriage and to meet agricultural contingencies. A scheme 
of this nature might well require the assistance of the Central Government; 
but the Provincial Government is in a position to give a powerful impetus 
to a thrift campaign. It is the greatest pity that the co-operative credit 
orgaflhiation is not on a better footing, as it could have been of the utmost 
help to Government at the present time in encouraging thrift. We suggest 
that now is the time when Government could profitably re-examine the 
co-operative organisation and consider whether through the medium of the 
co-operative societies, the Central Banks, and the Bengal Provincial 
Co-operative Bank — the apex of the structure — it would not be possible to 
absorb the surplus purchasing power and to turn the savings so collected at 
the apex to account in reducing Government’s indebtedness outside the 
Province. The Excess Profits Tax will reduce the purchasing power of 
many who have acquired wealth through the food crisis, and doubtless the 
provincial records and dhe results of the Food Drive will be available to the 
Excess Profits Tax authorities and will assist them in assessing to the full 
the fortunes so shamefully acquired. In the field of taxation, th^ 
Provincial Government can also help in the anti-inflation drive by reducing 
the list of exemptions to the sales tax which we feel is in any case, with the 
exception of foodstuffs, unnecessarily large. Much also might be done by 
expediting the introduction of taxation on upper grades of incomes from 
agriculture. 

The amount of cash put into circulation through the medium of agricul- 
tural loans this year is extraordinary and the amount outstanding at the 
end of March 1944-45 is estimated to be 6^ crores. This is a tremendous 
accumulation of debt and I should like a statement of the Government’s 
policy as regards the distribution and recovery of these loans. Government 
cannot overlook the fact that special insistence on prompt repayment of 
agricultural loans at the present time will not only ^o far to assist the anti- 
inflationary drive but will also have the effect of improving Government’s 
own position by reducing its indebtedness to the Centre. A sum of nearly 
4 crores is being distributed in loans this year and we trust these loans will 
be issued with the greatest possible circumspection, in order to ensure that 
the benefit reaches those who are really in need of assistance and is not 
diverted to the pockets of those who would make capital out of the province’s 
misfortune. 

Before closing, I would cdmment on the lack of details of amounts 
granted as relief. This is an extraordinary item and the |>ublic '^ould like 
to know a little more of the area and the number of people Urho Sfre benefiting 
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and thirdly the constructional undertakings on which persons in receipt 
of relief are engaged. I would also remark that from the statement of the- 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies we understood that the profits of wheat 
transaction were to be carried to the Wheat Stabilisation Fund; .but no 
mention is made of this in the budget. • Mr. Bankim Chandra Dutta 
described the discussion of the budget here as a waste of time. Sir, I 
have laid befoi^ this House my party’s views on the financial situation as 
revealed by the budget and have given the remedies . which we consider 
might be taken. These can be underlined or discarded by the views which 
are expressed in this House. 

Khan Bahadui* ABDUL MOMIH: Mr. President, Sir, I feel rather 
nervous in trying to discuss this vast subject regarding the financial posi- 
tion of this province as revealed by the budget introduced by the Hon’ble 
the Finance Minister, within the time allotted to me. This budget, 

I may say, is an extraordinary budget introduced in an extraordinary 
manner under extraordinary circumstances, and disclosing as it does a 
deficit of nearly half the revenue of this province 1 can easily characterise 
it as a budget which is not only extraordinary but is also gloomy in the 
extreme. But w'hile considering its financial aspect we have to remember 
the circumstances under which we are placed owing to the proximity 
of the war-front to this province. I am tempted to go over some of 
the points about inflation and the remedies suggested by the previous 
speaker, Mr. Laidlaw; but I think it will be impossible to properly explain 
the position at the moment and within the time allotted to me. The onl.y 
remark I can make about the financial aspect is that all this misfortune that 
has come is not of our seeking. It is due to the war in which the whole 
Empire is involved. Therefore, it would not be unreasonable if we ask the 
Government of India or even His Majesty’s Government to make good the 
deficit or at least come to our rescue in a very substantial imanner. That ie 
all that I would like to say as regards the financial aspect. But I take this 
opportunity of giving expression to some observations on the 
administration side. In this connection, I would like to lay stress on one 
thing which is the first and foremost in any administration, viz., that 
vigorous attempt should be made to eradicate the evil of corruption and 
nepotism in the administration. During the period of nearly 70 years, 
several generations of permanent officials had established a tradition of 
integrity and honesty and in the last seven years it has entirely been shaken. 
It is now for the present Government which comes with a determina- 
tion to rehabilitate the administration on the goodwill of the people to deal 
with corruption and nepotism. I strongly urge that steps should be taken 
— drastic measures should be taken — to eradicate the evils wherever they 
exist. Before we came into power — I say “we” because I also belong to the 
party of the present Government — one thing that we discussed very much 
and advocated was that the corruption which had crept into the service* 
must be eradicated at any cost. I may remind the Government — I may 
femind the Minia«try — that it was not the difference between the Muslim 
League and the other parties akme which was responsible lor the overthrow 
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of the Fazlul Huq Ministry. The ground was prepared there. The 
.administration was weakened by corruption and all sorts of nepotism and 
other things. People were discontented and on the top of that came 
the party dispute which brought about the fall. I would like to 
remind' the present Ministry .that the greatest attention should be 
paid to this side. I had occasion to talk to one of the Ministers 
when he came into office and reminded him of the promise and of 
the long talks he uajed to make about this matter. I said what about such 
and such person whom we knew to be dishonest — what about the 
officer whose integrity was challenged by every one concerned. Now, 
Sir, when as a caterpillar this gentleman was very very anxious, very 
energetic in trying to remove dishonesty, he as a full-fledged butterfly now 
thinks perhaps of all sorts of difficulties in the way of redeeming his promise 
and says that unless corruption is proved nobody can take any action. This 
extra-judicial mentality in the Executive is extremely to be deprecated. 
When people know and when you are morally certain that an officer has 
strayed away from the path of righteousness and honesty, Government 
should take action against him. While speaking on this, I would also refer 
to the inefficiency of the officers who are still tolerated in the services. 
Those who are employing them know that these people are inefficient but it 
is the milk of human kindness or whatever it is I do not know, or they have 
not the courage ,to take action against them, for which they are still 
tolerated in the services at the cost of the public. I say that if you have to 
exist, if you want to say that your administration is good, you must take 
very strong measures in this respect. Another point, Sir, on which I would 
like to lay very great stress is the agricultural improvement of the country. 
We know that on account of the severance of Burma from India we have 
come in for a permanent deficit so far as rice is concerned, and even if we 
get our normal crops Bengal will be a deficit area. It is therefore of the 
utmost importance that every step should he taken to improve the .agri- 
cultural conditions of the country so that we may be self-contained and self- 
sufficient for the future. The Agriculture Department with which I have 
bad very intimate connection, I am sorry to say, has got nothing to show to 
its credit except Kakiya Bombay and Indrasail paddy. This is all that they 
have produced during the period of 40 years. What we want now is that 
this policy of drift should be given the go-by and vigorous steps should be 
taken to see that where the defect lies the defect is remedied. I am glad 
that we have at the present moment an Agriculture Minister who, though 
he does not look it, has got a steel frame and is like an India rubber ball. 
He is full of energy and has got capacity and has been in touch with the 
people and with the land, and I am sure, if he is given proper support, we 
will get something within this regime. But difficulties are enormous. 
There are things which he likes to do but he cannot do on account of 
various official impediments. The Agriculture Department needs an 
administrator who is an administrator and not a scientist, because scientific 
men and philosophers have never proved to be good administrators. 

Sir, we have seen that this campaign of growing mole food was vigor- 
ously carried on during the last 18 months but it has brought no fruit at all. 



1943.]' 


BUDGET DISCUSSION. 


131 


Aa a niatter of fact, during the last year, in Bengal so far as the rice crop 
was concerned there was a deficit instead of an increase. There was it 
decrease of 7 lakhs of acres under rice. 

(The honourable member reached the time-limit but was allowed some 
time to finish his speech, this being his maiden speech in the House.) 

Sir, I would remind the Agriculture Minister that he cannot bring 
about a reform or increase in the food crops by growing cabbages in his 
tennis courts any more than the Industries Department can solve the problem 
of an increase by making umbrella handles. In order to achieve this you 
must take things vigorously and not allow a policy of drift. In the 
Industries Department they have done nothing so far except, as 1 have 
mentioned, umbrella handles and certain classes of hats. It has become a 
contractor for supplying hats and other things to the Government of India. 

Then, Sir, I will very briefly refer to that white elephant, the Commer- 
cial Museum. What is it there for? For whose benefit does it exist? 
Agriculture is'our biggest industry in this Province. Does the Director of 
Industries think that people from North Bengal or West Bengal will come 
here to see what agricultural improvement they can make or what seeds 
they can grow by a study in the Commercial Museum in Chittaranjan 
Avenue? All this is waste of money without any profit. They are only 
imitations of things which are done in other countries without regard to the 
circumstances in which we are placed here. 

Sir, it is impossible to say anything more in the short time at my 
disposal. I would have liked to go into the food question which was 
referred to by the Leader of Opposition, but I would like to take another 
opportunity later of referring to it. 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHOUDHRY ; Budget 
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Mr, K, C, RAY CHOWDHURYs Sir, before I start dealing with tie 
♦Budget proper, I would like to say a few words about tie talk of inflation 
by Mr. Laidlaw. He is probably repeating tie slogan invented by certain 
Government officials that inflation is partly responsible for tie very iigi 
prices of food. I say it is not. Did he read what Sir Chatturam, the 
Minister of the Punjab, said? He said that there was no inflation among 
agriculturists. The peasants cannot even buy their clothing requirements. 
The inflation is confined to war contractors, merchants and manufacturers 
making huge profits out of war sup^^ies. If Mr. Laidlaw enquires about 
inflatjon in his own office, he will find that although his Indian assistants 
are getting 30 to 40 per cent, above their normal pay, they 
are not able to feed and clothe their children properly. It is not a question 
of inflation among the poor and middle classes who consume rice and are 
eating only ^ or Jth rations. I can prove it from official statements that 
the spending power of the peasants in Bengal villages has decreased. It 
has been repeated ad nausemn by Government spokesman that the present 
financial condition of the province is due mainly to war conditions. The 
deficit of Rs. crores plus a closing indebtedness of 14 crores is considered 
to be the result of the war conditions and therefore the Central Government 
must foot the bill and that all pressure should be exerted on the Central 
Government to get subsidies and concessions and so on. Sir, neither 
Bihar, nor U. P., nor Assam, nor the Punjab are attributing all ills to war 
conditions. It may be said that the case of Bengal is different: Bengal 
is the gateway for invasion of or from Burma. But what about Assam 
with a frontier of many hundred miles towards Burma? Has Assam com- 
plained that the food has disappeared from the province ? Or that thie 
price of rice has gone up 600 per cent. P The price of rice in Assam where 
lakhs of soldiers are posted, has not gone up even 200 per cent. ' Sir’ I have 
just touched inflation but the time at my disposal is very short to dilate on 
inflation and I should now speak on other subjects. , 

Sir, appalling deaths of men, women, children and babies from starva- 
tion, exhaustion and disease are sure signs of terribile scarcity of food- 
stuffs in shops and markets. Government had to spend huge sums of money, 
crores of rupees, to feed the people or to subsidise feeding. The cost of 
rice has gone up from Rs. 6 per maund to Rs. 36 per maund. Sir, the 
index of food price as published in the official paper is 600 as against 100 
in pre-wdr time. But.no sound explanation is forthcoming from Govern- 
ment regarding this horrific price of rice although Bengal is not. involved 
directly in war or military operations within. But what about the cost of 
living in countries which are directly involved in war and terribly afflicted 
by the warP I have got here a copy of the International Labour Review 
which is still being published in Montreal and I quote the index numbers 
of the cost of food in countries such as Germany, Japan, England etc. Sir, 
you will be surprised to know that these figures of 1942-43 bear no 
comparison with what prevails in Bengal. Australia which is in the grip 
of war had in 1942 95 as index price of food there compared wijth 100 in 
1929 taken as basic. Germany, the cock-pit of Naaidom of the European 
world has only 83 as the index price of food which is 17 per cent, below 
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the pre-war level. Great Britain which imports a bulk of its food- 
stuffs from other countries through terrific submarine war- cones has* 
106 in December, 1942, only as the index of food price. Tokio 
fig^e is 151 in December, 1942. Even the United States of America 
which is the principal base of the war and its supplies, has 100 in January, 
1943. China which is involved in and devastated by war for the 
last six years has a figure of 600 in 1941 which is also the present 
figure for Bengal. Bengal food price has been brought to the same 
level with China in 1941. This in my humble opinion is the strongest 
economic phenomenon ever witnessed in India. Sir, what and who have 
caused this appalling scarcity of rice in Bengal, the world famous granary 
of this particular foodgrainP The crop reports published by the Bengal 
Government and recited by the retiring Agriculture Minister in March 
this year indicate that the production of rice (aman and aus) was almost 
normal or in the neighbourhood of 8 million tons. These statistics are 
being checked by the Government of India oflBcials; these statistics are 
being examined by inspecting officers, because statistics have become a very 
important factor for anything that is done in these days of war. There is 
no mention in any reports about the failures of aus and avian crops in 1942 
and 1943, as alleged by the Food Minister. Sir, Burma rice, it is true, 
disappeared to the extent of only half a million tons, and the normal demand 
may have increased by 5 per cent, due to the influx of soldiers and persons 
engaged on war production and evacuees from Burma. The cyclones in a 
corner of 24-Pargana8 and in a portion of Midnapore may have destroyed 
^ a million tons. Therefore, from the trade point of view, from the point 
of view of demand and .supply — here are businessmen and I want them to 
contradict my statement if I am wrong — when there is a shortage of a 
maximum of 26 per cent, taking all factors together, the price of rice 
cannot by any stretch of imagination increase more than 50 per cent., or 
in other words, the price should never have gone up from Rs. 6 to more 
than Es. 9 per maund. Now, I come to export. Sir, some of my 
economist friends have searched very carefully the records of railway 
statistics for figures relating to merchandise carried by the railways, the 
East Indian, B.-N.R., etc., and also the export manifestoes publisihed by 
the Calcutta Customs House. They have told me, they ffiay have also 
told the Government, that they found that the* utmost export of rice out- 
side Bengal during the last 12 months could be only 100,000 tons. These 
are recorded figures; and there is no use complaining about huge exports 
of rice. Anybody could go to the Customs House and verify the export 
figures. Sir, my point is that this bogey of enormous export is unfounded. 
Borne people say that export of rice has been made to Iran and to Africa 
and other Asiatic countries on a huge scale. The contention that the war 
condition has produced this tragic state of food affairs, is all without 
foundation. Six million tons of rice out of 8 millions were available in my 
humble opinion. Why has the disappearance of a bulk of new rice from 
the market not been properly explained? It is perfectly true that there 
has been a very good food drive, and some census of rice taken but big 
hoardings have not been discovered. From every man at the street comer. 
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ui iramcars, in buses, and wherever you go, you hear people talk about 
' hoarders and that the hoarders are protected, that there are most influential 
hoarders, that there is some connivance with hoarders. Everybody like- 
wise talJcB of corruption and bribery among the Food Supply officials and 
assistants. Khan Bahadur Momin has done a public duty by laying stress 
on this question of corruption and bribery. Let people come forward with 
concrete cases, let them court prosecutions, for defamatory statements 
against officers, let them court imprisonment as many of our fellow patriots 
have done in the past for crusade against Government. Let Government 
order the arrest of officials on reasonable suspicion of complicitj^ with 
bribery as the Government has always done in the past in cases of political 
suspedts. This sort of action may help to change public opinion about 
wholesale bribery and corruption which are supposed to prevail in Govern- 
ment offices in Railw,ay.s and in offices dealing with civil and military supplies. 

Tht Htn’blt Mr. BAR ADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Sir, I shall say just 
a few words by way of reply to one or two observations made yesterday by 
Khan Sahib Abul Quasem and Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverty. Khan 
Sahib Abul Quasem made a grievance that the money which is allotted for 
road-building purposes is not being spent, and that a good deal of it is 
lapsing. That fortunately is not the true state of things. Out of 16 lakhs 
of rupees provided last year, only 8 lakhs was spent and 7 lakhs remained 
unspent. The reasons were that materials were not available, transport 
was difficult, and by order of the Government of India, all new works were 
stopped. But the money which was allotted has not lapsed; it will be 
available any time when we are in a position to spend it. So, there can be 
no difficulty about that. With regard to information which was asked for 
about post-war road development schemes, Khan Sahib Abul Quasem must 
be aware that Mr. King, one of the Engineers of the Department, made an 
exhaustive study of the subject, and after six or seven years bf investiga- 
tion, he submitted a report, copies of which were placed in the hands of 
every member of the Assembly and the Council, but were collected back 
when Japan entered the war. A good portion ef Mr. King’s development 
plan was approved by the Provincial Board of Communications, and later 
received the sanction of the Government of India. It will take six or seven 
years to give effect to the portion approved, if we spent at the rate of 
Rs. 30 lakhs a year, which will be the sum available to us. There can be, 
therefore, no gainsaying the fact that Government has a very impormut 
scheme of road-planning already in its possession and no further 
“scheming” is necessary for the present. With regard to the point raised 
by Mr. Shrisb Chandra Chakraverti about the want of irrigation schemes 
for the province, I may tell the House very frankly that the policy of the 
present Government is one of complete disagreement with that of* its 
predecessor. Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad, the Minister who was in charge of 
the Departmeut of Irrigation before us, told the other House in his last 
Budget speech that all schemes of irrigation had to be curtailed and more 
curtailment would have to be made in future, because the war was on. 
That, Sir, is .not the view of the present Government. Our view is tihat lor 
the vei^ reason that a war is on, much more food has got to be iKOdneed 
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not mtfPtdy for those who ordinarily consume it hut also for those who are 
engag^ed In war activities and war productions. To get more food, we ' 
must bring more lands under cultivation. Therefore, it is the considered 
policy of this (Government that more and more money should be made avail- 
able for irrigation, and irrigation schemes should be put through as early as 
possible. I am happy to be able to tell the House that the (Government of 
India sent down Sir AVilliam Stampe, their Irrigation adviser, to confer with 
us. He paid us three visits and has aj>})roved of about 12 s<‘hemes and 
SIX more are on tin* way. Fifty ]>er cent, of the covst of these schemes is 
going to he borne by the (iovernment of India. That is very good news 
indeed. We have other schemes which we are examining, and I may 
assure the House that as soon as these schemes have passed the test of the 
experts, they will he ])ut in operation in the course of the year. With reganl 
to the complaint made by one honourable member that a Waterways Board 
was not formed, may 1 inform him that the Waterways Act was passtnl 
some time in 1934 and the (iovernment then undertook not to put it inte 
operation, because objections were made on the ground that it would mean 
a surcharge on steamer freight and fan's. The assurance then given was 
that as soon as the economic situation of the province improved, a Water- 
ways Board would be formed. I need not tell tbe House tliai the economic 
situation of the province instead of improving has deteriorated and there- 
fore the time has not yet arrived for (Iovernment to lake up the tiuestion of 
the formation of a Waterways Board. 


Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, T think every memlHU' of this House 
will recognise that we are meeting h(*r<* today in circumstances which are 
perhaps unequalled in the history of Bengal. We have he<m faced with 
events the like of which has never been the fate of any Legislature in Bengal 
to contemplate. It is n't any rate not my intention to look at the i[uestions 
with which we have to deal front a jmrty point of view or discuss them only 
with a view to recrimination or condeuiiiation. I know that there are 
sufficient grounds for (tondemnation if one wants to do so. The system 
under which we are governed in the provime today is itself vicious ami this 
system does not very often allow persons who are willing to take the risk, 
who are willing to serve the province and the country to the best of their 
abilities to do all of which they are cai>ahle. 1 also note that apart from 
ihe*general defects of the system umler which we suffer, there are personal 
defects in the case of the different administrators we have had in the recent 
past in Bengal. It is not my intention to go into personal recriminations 
or accusations or counter-accusations. I will try to place before the House 
a picture, a dismal picture of the conditions with which the province is 
faced today. I have for the last three days been touring in the interior of 
my district, Faridpur. I have seen conditions in the interior which are 
appalling. It is not possible for members of the Omncil to visualise the 
picture of famine wMch obtains today. Nevertheless it is necessary for us 
to realise that such conditions have never obtained Indore in this province 
— a province which in the fjast was described as “(Golden Bengal” (Sonar 
liangla). The picture I have seen in my district is the picture of all the 
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districts in the province — that is the picture, in a word, of the province 
as a whole. 

Now, Sir, my time is short and I must say one or two things about the 
system of the administration which is responsible for the present tmpasse. 
In very many cases, we find that officers, young and able officers, are posted 
to a station; but before they can learn their work there, before they under- 
stand the local conditions fully, they are transferred. As soon as they 
begin to get familiar with the surroundings, as soon as they know things 
about the place, they are suddenly whisked off. It is particularly true in the 
case of Subdivisional Officers. New officers who replace them meet in their 
turn the same fate. Nobody is allowed to settle down to work after acquir- 
ing the necessary preliminary experience. I may here give one example: 
In the sadar suMivision of the Faridpur district, three Subdivisional 
Officers have been placed one after another in the course of one year. If in 
this way an offitxjr is changed every two or three or even six mouths, it is 
obvious that the administration will suffer, it is obvious that in an 
emergency like the present, conditions cannot improve but are bound 
to deteriorate. Again, Sir, we find that in the Goalundo subdivision 
in the Faridpur district, the Subdivisional Officer was ailing for 
some time; but he was not allowed any leave for a long time with the result 
that owing to his ailment he (;ould not devote proper attention to the 
stupendous problems with which be was fiiced. Finally, on medical certi- 
ficate, the Subdivisional Officer had to be allowed leave, but in the mean- 
time two or three valuable months were lost. If a healthy and energetic 
officer had been there in his place at this time, he could have done better 
work. Then, Sir, 1 will refer to another case. In the Oopalganj 
subdivision, the Subdivisional Officer was suddenly transferred, and 
an officer can hardly do justice to himself when under orders of 
transfer. Government ask officers to make over charge without any 
officer taking his ])lace. Madaripur is one of the heaviest sub- 
divisions in Bengal. There, Sir, the famine conditions are apjialling. 
The tragedy of the whole thing is that here also the Subdivisional Officer 
was transferred but no relieving officer sent. I believe that there is no 
Subdivisional Offic^er at all in Madaripur. It will be seen that the system 
of administration is bad. That is a charge which Government must face. 
They are drawing up only paper schemes ; they have done lots on paper, many 
schemes have been formulated on paper. If officers are not there, these 
schemes cannot' be put into effect. These are some of the defects of the 
general system of the administration. I will now speak about one case of 
vindictive behaviour, — I use a harsh word — vindictive — ^in connection with 
a case in which an officer who was about to retire within two months was 
suddenly transferred to Chittagong and when he asked for leave it was not 
granted. This meant giving him additional allowances, for Chittagong is a 
non-family area. The present Ministry was thus prepared to waste public 
money in sending him there, paying his travelling allowances and additional 
allowanoes and also the travelling allowances of the man who was bound to 
relieve him In the course of a couple of months! I must say that this 
transfer has been effected simply to satisfy the grudge of the members of 
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the Ministry or of some members who support this Ministry. But, Sir, these 
are cases into which we need not go in detail. 

Sir, the appalling picture that we see around us everyday is sufficiently 
serious to draw the attention of all members of this House. Here we are 
faced with a situation where there is no room for controversy. Starvation 
and death is running rampant in Bengal. In Faridpur Sadar, we have now 
a Collector who is trying his level best to tackle the situation but hia 
activities are hampered considerably on account of the lack of adequate 
supply of foodgrains. I have re«‘ently toured in different parts of tihe 
province and I liave found that everywliere the same <’rv of lack of supply 
of foodgrains exists. Sir, Government liave issued orders and circulars to 
the Collectors of districts to deal with tlte situation. Sir, how can food 
come simply by the issue of orders and circulars unless sto<‘ks of foodgrains 
are made available there:' I would like the HonHde Minister to tell us what 
amount of actual foodgrains lias been s«*ut t(» tlie districts and what arrange- 
ments have Wen made for tiheir distribution in difterent areas which are 
moat needy. To this (luestitm (iovernnient must give an answer if they are 
not to be charged with failure in their duties. Sir, in course of the last 
month, the month of August, in the municipal area of Fiwidpur, 34 deaths 
from starvation were reported. If the rei)orted number is 34, the actual 
number must have been much greater. Again, Sir, in crmrse t)f the first 
fortnight of hhis month there liave lu>en 72 deaths in the municipal area of 
Faridpur alone in spite of the fact that local arrang<“mentH have Wen able 
to save the lives of 2(K) [lersons who would otherwise have died. Sir, unless 
medical relief is organised on a larg<‘r scale, unless mon^ foodgrains are 
made available there, all these local etforts, whether otficial or non-ofti(!ial, are 
bound to fail and therefore it is the incumWnt duty of this Government to 
give this question of relief precedence over all other (juestions. 

(The ihonourable member reached the time-limit and was allowed two 
minutes to finish his speech.) 

Sir, I heard only yesterday that a .lute Assistant Inspector had been 
murdered in one of the thaiuu of Madaripur w'hen he was trying to control 
the price of rice in a hat. Sir, 1 have no doubt that Government will punish 
th© men who may be resjmnsible for sudh a crime. But, I would suggest 
to Government that it will not meet the situation if only punishment is 
meted out and at the same time food is not made availabh; to this locality. 

I would conclude with a reference to the position of the District School 
Board in Faridpur. The position is that if Government do not give proper 
and adequate supplies, if Government <l<» not make sufficient funds avail- 
aible, the District School Board w'ill cease to function. It will not be a 
matter of credit for the Education Minister who himself cjjmes from that 
district, that some four thousand teachers should be thrown out of employ- 
ment simply because the Government of which he is a memWr have not 
made supplies available to the district from which he comes. 

Mr. MUNCTURAM JAIPURIA then addressed the House in Hindi. 

Rif Bltiadlir KESHAB CHANDRA BANER4I: Mr. President, Sir, I 
feel that within tha limited time at ray disposal it is hardly possible for me 
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to do full justice to the subject-matter for today’s discussion, namely, 
.Budget. So I propose to confine my remarks to two or three points 
only. I shall first deal with the question of the imposition of a tax on 
agricultural income. I think, I speak subject to correction, that the yield 
from the proposed taxation is expected to be about lis. 30 lakhs. The 
Government of Bengal would have done well to explore other sources of 
revenue before embarking upon a legislation of this kind. It is well-krtown, 
Sir, that the Floud (.oramission in their report suggested the imposition of 
a tax on agricultural income as a temporary measure but from the State- 
ment of Objects and Keusons for this proposed legislation it appears that 
the Government is anxious to place the Bill permanently on the Statute 
Book. The previous Ministry adopted the policy of the State-purchase 
of zemindaries. It is unfortunate that the present Ministry should 
have thought fit completely to change the policy laid down by their 
predecessors so soon after assumption of oHitse. T think, Sir, that 
the time is hardly ojiportune for the imposition of a tax like this. 

We have already had several taxation measures such as the Entertain- 
ment Tax, Betting ’I’ax, Electricity Duty and Sales ’Hix, There is 
ample scope foa* getting more revenue from these sources. The next 

qu4wtion which is up]>ermost in my mind, and to which several 

speakers haY<* already referred, is (he ini|)orlaiice of taking stringent 
measures with regard to tlie fo(Kl situation. In this connection, 1 

would refer to the anti-hoarding drive and the food census initiated by 
the Government in duly last. In my o])inion, all this had the effect of 
driving the stocks underground. Goxa'rnmeut’s announcement tn initiate 
the drive had been made long before it was actually undertaken in the 
different districts of Bengal. I think a confidential circular to the District 
Officers should have been issued by the Ministry, because those W'ho were 
interested in the matter had sufficient time to remove their stocks and 1 
doubt whether there were big stocks at all iji an ordinary household. The 
exclusion of Calcutta and Howrah in the first instance from the operation 
was fundamentally wrong, linfortunately, the Home Minister is not now 
present in the House, Imt^ause I wanted to make one or two observations 
with regard to the Civic Guard organisation. At page 7 of the Hon’ble 
the Financ.e Minister’s statement I find that there is an increase of Rs. 27 
lakhs under Police moi’e than half of which is due to the supplementary 
dearness allowance and the balance to such items as reorganisation of civic 
guards, emergency areas bonus and increased charges for clothing and 
equipment. Our experience is very bitter in this mutter. I happen to be 
very closely associated with the civic guard organisation in the district of 
Daccii. While the Government officers, Police, A.R.P. personnel and others 
are getting foodstuffs at reduced rates, nothing has been done in spite of 
repeated representations to supply foodstuffs to the Civic Guards. I brou|^t 
this matter to the notice of the district authorities who in their turn wrote 
to the Government to extiedite sanction but to no effect. The Civic Guard 
movement has been initiated by the Government of India to help the 
Police, in maintaining internal peace. In fact, the Civic Guards are 
regarded as auxiliary to the police. They have to do practically police 
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duties and are invested with all the powers of the police ; hut it is regrettable 
that nothing is being done to supply them with basic rations at controlled , 
rates. Sir, tlie next point to which I should like to draw the attention of 
Government is the la(;k of equipment and other paraphernalia such as 
torches, whistles, raincoats etc. which are very necessary if the Civic 
Guards are to do their duty properly. Sir, the Civic Guards have to do 
night duty thereby relieving the police for nn)st part of the night. A 
system of food control has bw'n introduced in various districts in Bengal, 
but in my district at any rate the t’ivic Guards have been hard put to it 
on ac(M)unt of the ubsence of ade<|uate facilities. Sir, as I have already 
said, a representation was niadi* io Government last year, but unfortunately 
we do not know what happ<>ned to it. A deputation on behalf of the Civic 
(iuards waited oh the Hon’ble tin* Home Minist<*r wlien he visited Dacca 
recently but the result is still unknown to us. Hitherto our cry has been 
one in the wilderness. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, I shall say a few words in connection with one or two observations 
made by the honourabh* members of this House regarding matters relating 
to the Agriculture l)ej)artment. I should first deal with Mr. Itoy Ch(>wdhury’8 
observation r(‘garding the fact that Bengal has not been affected by war and 
that this famine condition is not dm* to war. Sir, he has quoted figures 
from which he wants to niak<> out that (here is no shortage of (U’ops in 
Bengal. He says that Bengal had its normal food production of 8t) million 
tons this year also. Sir, 1 do not know where from he has got his figures 
but the figures of the Agriculture Department show that tlu^ normal figure 
for j)addy lu’oduction of Bengal is SS lakh tons a year whereas last, year 
it was only (l!J lakh tons. There v\as thus a deficit to the extent of nearly 
23 per cent. Then, Sir, he has com]»ared Bengal with Assatn and he has said 
that if As.sum can go on in .sj)ite of war conditions without being very mtich 
affected by scarcity or distress, why should Bengal be suffering .so much on 
account of warr* Sir, he makes an initial mistake. Assam is a surplus 
province whereas Bengal normally is a deficit province. But normally we 
get only 88 lakh tons as against lOt) tons which is our requirement. 
Bengal has always been on the starvation line even in normal years, and^ 
60 per cent, of its population has to live on half ration for at least six 
mouths in the year. That i.s the normal position. So, even the .slightest 
shortage affects Bengal very seriously, and that is the reason why we have 
been so much distressed on account of the shortage. War is responsible 
for the distress directly, Sir, because if there had been no war, we could 
have got as much rice as we wanted from Burma to nie<!t our deficit. On 
account of these various causes, we had a shortage, a very hig shortage of 
23 per cent. As I have said, we could recoup if there had been no war and 
if we could get our supplies from Burma. We could not get that, that is 
why we are in such a precarious position. Mr. Roy Cliowdhury had entirely 
neglected this aspect. Assam could carry on because it is a surplu.s province. 
It has more than the quantity of rice which it really requires. 

Then, with regard to one observation made by niy esteemed friend and 
Guru, EJian Bahadur Momin. I am very grateful to him for the personal 
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remarks he has made regarding me. I fully agree with him that the 
Agriculture Department has so far done very little, and this is due to a 
very large extent to Bengal’s land system. The land system is such that 
agriculture has been nobody’s concern. On account of the inelasticity of 
revenue Government never paid much attention to agriculture, because 
Government thought that it would not get any return for the money it 
would be spending on agriculture, and so Bengal was starved by Govern- 
ment. On an average Rs. 14 lakhs used to be spent on agriculture in a 
provin(!e like Bengal, wherea.s other major provinces which are far smaller 
in size and whose population are also far lesser ordinarily spent Rs. 30 to 40 
lakhs on their Agriculture Department. Bengal was practically starved. 
Sir, the landlords did not juiy niutdi attention to agriculture because they 
knew they wtmld get IImmi- rents all right, whether there was any improve- 
ment in agriculture or not. So, Sir, they did not pay much attention, and 
the agriculturists themselves were too ])oor to do anything towards 
agricultural improvement. So, the result was that agriculture was nobody’s 
concern. Bengal suffered, and practically its agriculture has been 
entirely neglected. But, Sir, we are now determined to do something 
definitely, and as the saying goes “there is a silver lining in the cloud’’. 
This distress and this food shortage have their redeeming features in the fact 
that they have drawn not only the attention of the Government but of the 
public to the necessity of agricultural development in Bengal. Sir, we 
have spent a very large amount of money this year for agricultural 
improvement, but I c.otjfess that it. has md been spent as usefully as it could 
have been, if j)ro})er and systematic arrangements had been made before- 
hand. We assumed charge of office only a few' months ago, and we had no 
time left to mak<' necessary arrangements ac^cording to our own desire; we 
iiad practically to make the best of a bad job. Sir, we have spent a very 
large amount of money this year, and next year also we wish to spend as 
much, but according to a systematic and methodical plan. The Department 
als(» requires complete overhauling, and I am determined to see that the 
Department is placed on a proper basis so that it may do real good to the 
people of the country. May Allah help us in our endeavour! Sir, we are 
also determined to ynish on vigorously and systematically the “Grow More 
Food’’ cnmi)aign, and for this purpose we have decided to create an 
organisation whose business it will be to see that the instructions that are 
issued from the Department do not remain on paper only but are translated 
into action; there must be some men going about and seeing that our 
instructions about improvements are actually carried out and we may know 
what improvements have been actually effected and by how much we have 
im^reased the food production of the country. If we succeed in doing this 
then we will probably be able to say that this war and the distress through 
which we are now passing w'as a blessing in disguise. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur SHAIKH MUHAMMAD JAH: Mr. Presid^t, 
Sir, I do not think I have much to say either against or in favour of the 
Wdget presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister, Mr. T. C. Goswami, 
for the year 1943-44 as his baby has the same ugly features and 
uneven shape as the last one of the previous Ministry which was 
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fortunately or unfortunately killed by the Speaker of the Assembly, 
though it was brought up by Sir John Herbert with great care and atten- 
tion like a motherless child and was subseijueutly a(l(>pted by the present 
Ministry as bis free gift. Consequently, Mr. (loswaiui had no other 
alternative but to conceive again in im»re difficult circumstances with the 
result that there is a deficit of 71 crores on revenue acc'ount with closing 
indebtedness of 14 crores, unheard of before even in the darkest (lays in 
Bengal of the Meston Settlement memory. This .sliows bad time.s have taken 
over the province from all sides thereby illustrating the (dd proverb 
“adversity does not come alone”. 'The worst of fainine.s is raging from one 
end of the country to another without any suhstuntiul relief to the people 
and in spite of relief works undertaken by many philanthropic agencies people 
are dying of hunger and starvation by hundreds and thousands every day. 
Dead bodies are being burnt or buried without any distinction of religion 
or religious rites performed. Epidemic diseases due to malnutrition 
are taking their ow’n share of mortality in staggering numbers and those 
who are left after going through this hell of sufferings are packs of bones 
in rags that w'e come acaoss every day in < -abut (a. As if this was not 
enough, a jiowerful enemy is strongly entrenched on the border of Bengal, 
and of all the people of India the pe((ple of Bengal are to suffer these hard- 
ships at the hands of the enemy when the armed forces of the Ijnited Nations 
operate from this terrain to attack Burma. In my opinion the present 
famine due to shortage of crops, ei>idemic diseases and hardships of the war 
are all a passing pha.se but if the jire.sent economic (‘onditions of the province 
is not improved and the (.’entral Government does itot come to our rescue by 
giving long-term loans on minimum interest, by granting subventions us it 
was done in the case of tlie Bihar Eartlnjuake and by conceding the net 
proceeds of the wlnde of the e.xport duty on jute grown in this province, 
Bengal will emerge out of this war completely mined with a very heavy 
millstone of debts round its neck and it will be long before it can recover 
economically. All post-war reconstruction schemes and establishment of 
cottage industries on a large scale will have to be shelved for a long time 
after the war with the result that the purcdiasing (rupacaty of tlie j»eople 
which is already very low will deteriorate still further. I may go further 
and say that even political aspirations of the people of this province if 
realised after the war in the shape of a United India or of Pakistan will 
have little effect upon the ill-fed, ill-chid, half-naked, iU-nourished Bengalees, 
both Hindus and Mussulmans. 

There is no doubt that the present Ministry will leave no stone unturned 
to bring home to the India Government the absolute necessity of helping 
this province with sufficient funds at this grave crisis. But I‘ have grave 
doubts if they will succeed unless there is united demand from this province 
and this is only possible if petty party frictions come to an end immediately 
and an All-Party Government is established in Bengal enjoying the 
confidence of all communities. Appeals and importunities will have little 
effect upon the Government of India as it is at present constituted, though 
two Bengalees ot great reputation adorn the Viceroy’s Cabinet and this can 
be fnlly borne out by the fact that Bengal has not so far received any big 
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loan fpom the Centre. Therefore, a new approach ig necessary to make the 
’ Ooyefnment of India understand and relent and that approach is no other 
than the unanimous demand of the Hindu and Mussalman and European 
Communities backed with some form of direct action. 

I will ask my friends occupying the Treasury Benches not to be carried 
away by party affiliations at this liour of common calamity. It is my 
confirmed opinion that India can never attain real independence unless 
Hindus and Musalinans are honestly united. Similarly, Bengal cannot 
recover from the present economic distress unless people of Bengal are 
united and sink their differences at least for the present, if not for all time, 
and establish a real National Government comprising all parties, Muslim 
League, Congress, Mahasabha, Krishak-Broja and others, all joined together 
with singleness of purpose and iron determination to extricate our province 
from the economic morass in which we find her today. I have reason to 
believe that this temporary unity may lead to permanent unity in India and 
reconciliation between the two great corainunities and thus once more we 
may show to the world with legitimate pride that what Bengal thinks 
today, India may think tomorrow. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA LAL*BARUA: Mr. President, Sir, the Budget for 
the curwmt year which is now before tin's House for discussion, has been 
discussed threadbare in its manifold a.spects and from cliffei-ent points of 
view. I ne<*d not reiterate and dilate upon the points already raised and 
discussed. 1 will confine my olwervations only to two points that are of 
vital importance to my home district, Chittagong and to the Buddhist 
community of which I am the only representative in the Legislature. 

As to the first point, I should observe, with a feeling of satisfaction that 
the havoc caused to the lives and pro])erties and the distress brought 
in its train by the cyclone and tidal wages in the two districts of Midnapore 
and 24-Parganas have found wide publicity in India and abroad through the 
newspapers and public meetings. The same has been mentioned also in 
the statement made by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister in presenting the 
Budget Estimates under discussion. Without grudging all this in the least, 
one like me cannot but feel wonder that pubJid* attention has hatdly been 
idrawn to the silent but terrible distress of the people of Chittagong and the 
sister district of Noakhali arising partly from large influx of evacuees from 
Burma and Further India, financially ruined and literally penniless* partly 
from the dislocation of trade and traffic due to the war situation and repeated 
enemy action, and mainly from the scarcit}’^ of ^etntial foodstuffs and the 
outbreak of malaria, dysentery and cholera in " ah' epidemic form. The 
District Magistrate and other high officials who are supposed tq be 
intimately acquainted with the pwple of Chittagong, Hindus #r Muslkns, 
Buddhists nr Christians, Military authorities, nay even tlie casual viiitors 
who have toured through the district, cannot help, I daresay, bearing a 
glowing testimony to the high morale, courage and fortitude of the people 
of^the border district which is not only situated in the war zone btlt is liable 
to enemy attack and invasion. What special sum or sums ' Imve been 
provided in thd Budget, I should like to know, 'to save the ,^ople of this 
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^district from etarvatioB and deatli that are ataring them in the faot^^ 
a personal and intimate knowledge of the terrible plight which oshaonts 
them I can iniorm this House that unless both the Goyernment aad the 
public oo>operate in sending , abundant quantities of foodstuffs, medioinear 
diet, 60,000 of starving and half-starving people will die at the onset of 
the next winter, not to speak of those who have already died during the 
past three months, whose number one need not be astonished, may exceed 
half a lakh. anything is to be done, it should be done immediately, 
without the least delay. 

The most Regrettable feature of this unprecedented situation is that the 
education of the. children who are to be the worthy citisens of the 
Reconstructed world, is being greatly hampered. The Buddhist Emperor, 
Asoka, rightly observed when he said that the worst feature of a war of 
aggression is that it greatly affects the cause of culture and civilisation. 


As regards the second point, my heart is filled with anguish when I have 
to say thai since 1940 I have been asking the popular Ministry of Bengal tO' 
make a statutory provision for the higher, general and iecimical education 
of the Buddhist students wdth suitable hostel arrangements in Calcutta and 
Chittagong’ to ensure an all*round progress of the Buddhists who fprm one 
of the minority comraunitifts of this province. But so far I have cried in 
the wilderness. Every popular Ministry in India is pledged to safeguard 
the interests, of the minorities. I asked just for a petty sum of Rs.' 20,009 
which was nothing hut a drop in the oceans* Why have I been denied sb 
-far a proper response to thb legitimate demand ? It is a matter of common 
knowledge that the Buddhists of the province are but few remnants of a 
people w'ho were, not many centuries ago, the founders of several 
universities and colleges in Eastern India, particularly in Bengal. Tha 
Buddhists of the province may be numerically a small minority, but eyen as 
followers of a great religion, they are entitled to your sympathy and 
icouragenient. But without any further indulgence in sentiment I 
id re8i>ectfully draw your attention to certain relevant facts for yotir 
letic consideration. The financial condition of the Buddhists has 
||fiably deteriorated ^uriug the war by the ruinous evacuation of many 
businessmen and olfners of landed properties from Burma. To add 
ffiiiibfortune,- they are mostly concentrated in the districts of Chittd^ 

I Gbittagoug Hill-tracts. I, therefore, earnestly appeal tt) th% 
a Chief Minister as well as to his worthy colleagues to make a 
Ision for Buddhist education in the next budget, by which tl^^ey 
li^ndering an Imitimable service to tbe.pbmmunity for all time 


tCENORA MATH MOHA|iANABIi: Mr. President, Sir, the 
of the discussion pf the budget in this House is merelji |o taka a 
i^s eye view of the financial position of the Government, for we cannot 
possibly, influence the expenses or influence the budget items; but I think 
tlmt tiie^Qwers that be will be pleased to take notice of tho^ views 

goqae jeagpressed in connection with the budget disouwlpn 
and ti^e.4u|fe;a^en,«P^ ^ 

is 
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by tbe Hon’ble tbe Finance Minister we find tbiit there has 
been Itrti atterilpt to explain the profit that was derived by trading on wheat. 
We find that there is no attempt to explain the real reasons for this abnormal 
f6od cnsis nor is there any real attempt to deal with the situation. Biit 
the expenditure of Bs. erores for the purpose of relieving the distress is 
simply a palliative and my submission would be that the Govern- 
ment as a whole should have put their heads together to find out 
the real reasons of this distress and .to devise means' to avoid a 
recurrence of this. But if the way in which Government is proceeding, is 
eontinued, there will be no end of debts of this Government. You cannot 
go on feeding several erores of people by borrowing, and" unless you stop- 
the high prices, well, this Government is sure to go bankrupt by this sort 
of financing, by thie sort of feeding people at high prices. Now, if yon 
actually try to analyse the reasons for this abnormal condition, in Bengal — 
I am prepared to make certain allowances owing to tbe war conditions, owing 
to flood and other natural calamities — you will see that the real cause is 
undue pressure placed on the market by abnormal buying by the Govern- 
ment and other agencies who are being supported by Government. That, I 
think, ought to be done away with, and for the next crop Government should 
take steps to see that there is no such undue pressure on tlie market, that 
Oovvrument supplj” of foodstuft's to its employees is stopped, and that prices 
are rigorously put down at a reasonable figure, say, Bs. 6 or Bs. 8 or Bs. 10 
a maund; they should then requisition the whole stock and do away with 
profiteers and black-marketers. Sir, it has been admitted in the statement 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Minister that under existing circumstances black- 
market is inevitable. I submit. Sir, that the tendency is inevitable, but 
not the black-market. Government can check it and ought to check it 
ruthlessly. Fnless Government check the black-market, well, the position 
would be exactly the same next year as you are finding it today. 

TN Hon’lllu Mr. tULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. President, Su-, 
it gives some satisfaction to the Finance Minister, even in thf3|if,‘ 
extraordinary ciroiiinstances, to find that the framework and the 
scheme of his' budget have not been nwiouely ji^led into questijn^ 
have said before, the grave question, in faoi ^ only importatt|}#|^ 

#hich is engaging the attention of Government today is the ji" 

.aelief sof distress, and I hope I have succeeded in making it 
my Budget statement that Government is fully alive to its 
grateful, in fact the Government in its entirety is grateful, to 
omred in this House, uftdhthey wiU all he seriouehT .tuken into 
tion. The question of ififlatiou has been seriously raised by my 
friend Mr. Laidlaw. In fact, that is a question of UUch great difiH 
it is imposli|>le for me in a few wprds even to explain its implicatii 
am gratefti^to the honquarpble member for the suggestions he has 
but I am afraid my honourable friend Mr. K. C. Boy Chowdhnry was 
ffl the mark when he started speaking on inflation. I think I can answer 
C. BoyjChowdhury^lSi^ust one eentonoe that inflation as auu^mnomic 
lihenomehon is a geupral sedition. Bte to4inUk 

belonged to parnoular grou^ l^ people. Sir, I not ^atom the point. 
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1 aiai qiiite cert&in that Mr. Roy (^liowdhury is not cojiversant ■with thp 
inbjeet he was doaling with. There i.s the question of corniptioii* ^hich. 
has been raised. Wild allejirations have been made on the floor of the 
House. At the same time, I cannot but respectfully take jiotice of the 
reinarks made by Khan Bahadur Momin ; although be has made charges of 
corruption, yet at any rate he has given us some indication os to how it 
can be combated. I wish to tell the House, that it i.s not the policy of this 
Government to Stand corruption or to encourage corruption in any way. 
Honourable members of this House may have already noted that prosecu- 
tions- have been started against officers .suspected of corruption and other 
measures of an administrative character are being taken tt» prevent corrup- 
tion. Mr. Moazzemali Ohowdhury also spoke about corruption but in less 
unrestrained language. It is easy to sjieak of rooting out corruption but 
this corruption ,starte<t some years ago and we are now legatees to .a form 
of corruption which, I think, will take a little time to remedy. 

Then there is one small que.stion ral.sed about the Commercial Museum. 

I understand from my colleague in charge of this department that the whole 
question about this Commercial Museum is being considered by him. 
There is also the question of additional revenue from Kxt ise. 1 may point 
out that the entire additional Excise revenue of Bengal, that is tu say, the 
difference between 18 crores and 1 b cr<»res. is due to extraordinary 
circumstances. It is inflated increase and that is reflected in the 
increase in the Excise revenue. After all, the increase in the Excise revenue 
is due to two fatitors: firstly, to the presence of peo])le in Bengal today 
who are not ordinarily the resiilents of this province; secondly, because the 
tax on liquor was iiicieased for the twofold [uirpose of discouraging 
drinking and of keeping down the surplus purchasing jioMcr. I think the 
Government have followed a policy which is consistent both with the 
canons of public revenue and the canons of social morality. There is also 
•one other question, namely, the question of politi«ail prisoners. That is a 
^^4^Stion on which only the other day the Hon ’hie the Chief Minister made 
i# lucid and frank statement. I can hardly improve on that statement; 
t of all, becau.se that statement was frank and lucid and secondly 
is in a better position than myself, — he is in a more authoritative 
C^han myself, — to deal with the mailer. T may assure the House 
^jpifiiUcy about the release of political prisoners which Sir Nazimuddia 
iated on our taking over office Ims not been departed from. We 
ia^flteadfastly following the policy and in co-operation and co-ordyia- 
lii each other. If there has lieen a o«[4ain amount of slowing 
leve me that it was due to certain special causes. It i.s.the policy 
^Ifiiment to release as many political prisoners under our control as is 
^_. 0 iit with general safety. I need not .say anything more on this 
si, hut I wish just to say one thing which Iras probably lost sight of 
by my hon(Hirable friends. It is this: that the entire structure of the 
budget provisions relating to the nation-building departments remains the 
': 8 aine')inil bas not -been altered, since the bp^get^was presented in March 
last. We have not cuftoiled any expenditiwe on natio^huilding work. ' 
On the other haiffl, directly and indirectly we “have helped nation-huildiiig 
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in all additional projeoia of oxpenditure. For instance, with regard to the 
primary nchool teatohera, a considerable amount of dearness allowance 
has already been sanctioned and I believe in some cases paid. To seme 
extent the nation-building departments must suffer but it should he tha 
policy of every honest Government to see aa far as possible thaf education 
and sanitation chiefly are not neglected on the plea of war. On the 
contrary, in order to strengthen the morale, in order to keep the nation 
mentally and physically fit to bear the rigour of the war, it is necessary 
that these ipstitutions should be kept in a vital condition. I assure the- 
House, Sir, that nothing has been spared within our resources to keep alive 
our nation-building activities. The grant to different institutions hae/not 
been curtailed by one penny and I think we have reasons to congratulate 
ourselves on the fact that we have, in spite of our difficulties, been able to- 
recommend for the sanction of the Legislatures sums that were considered 
necesi^ary in March last. Certain things have since been changed. Then, 
Sir, another question was raised about the subvention from the Govern- 
ment of India. I would like to tell this House that we are in correspondence 
with the Government of India and I am not in a position to say very much 
more; but I am thankful to those honourable members who have suggested 
that an outright subvention from the Government of India is desirable and 
equitable. It would be very difficult on our part to demand of the 
Government of India assistance of a more consolidated character than 
would be forthcoming. It would not be proper Icr me to s(hy%nything 
more than just to say that that case will be pressed at the proper time* and 
In the proper quarter. Again, Sir, I thank the members of this House for 
having given Government valuable suggestions and I give this assurance 
that the suggestions will be respectfully co-ordinated. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

Adjoumimiit. 

■j: ' 

The Council then adjourned till 9 a.m. on Wednesday, the 
September, 1943. 



1943 .]’ 


MEMBERS ABSENT. 


149 


Mambors Absent. 

The following memberfi were absent from the meeting held on the 2l8t’ 
September, 1943 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahnaad. 

(2) Mr, Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Datta. 

(4) Mr. Mohammed Hossain. • 

(5) Maulanu Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(6) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(7) Mr. Ranajit Pal Chowdhury. 

(8) Mr. R, S, Purssell. 

(9) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Ra.^hid. 

(10) Dr. Kumud Sankar Ray. 

(11) Dr. Kasiruddin Tulukdar. 
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BENOAL LEaSLATIVE COUNQL DEBATES 


ThM SMtiM, IMS-No. 5. 

The Council iiiel in the Le}j:islutivt' (Mnnnher of the Tjegislative 
Building, Calcutta, on Wodnesday. the ‘i'Jnd Septemhev, l})4d, at !) a.m., 

being the fifth day of Hic Third Session of llf4d, persuant lo setdion 

of the (lovernineni of India Aid, Iddd. 

Mr. President (the Hon’hle Sir Buoy l‘HAS.\n Sinoii Boy. k.c.i.k.) was 
in the Chair. 

Reply to the Message from the Council regarding Sir John Herhert's illness. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; Order, order, in reply lo ihe message of 
sympathy sent on your Indialf by im* to His Excellency Sir John Herbert, 
1 have received the following rt‘))ly trom liis Private Secretary - 

“1 am desired to acknowledge and thank yon for your letter dated 

the Kith September, 11)44. and to Vsay that His Excellency Sir 
J(»hn Herbert deeply ai>pre(‘iates the kind message of sympathy 
on behalf of the members of the Bengal Eegislative Council.” 

Mr. HARIDAS MAXUMDAR: Sir, 1 want to draw you attention to one 
tact. In reply to the budget discussion the Hon'hle the Finance Mini.ster 
replied to the point' as reganls the release of political prisoners but, Sir, 
nothing was said and no as.surance was given reganling the ipieslion of 
family provision tor the detenus. So, Sir. J want an assurance from the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister with reganl to this point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; 1 am afraid that (juesiion lunnot arise today, and 
1 cannot allow you to discuss it. Now we shall take up Cjuestions. 

Short-notice question. 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir, there wa.s uo question paper 
placed on the table today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No freah questions will be taken up today. We 
sUaii take up only those questions which were fixed for reply yesterday, 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, even yesterday there was no 
question. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: May 1 suggest, 
Sir, that the Secretary may reatl the questions for the benefit of those who 
have not got their copies ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is the point in Secretary’s reading the 
oueetions*'' In view of the fact that Hie members have not got the ques- 
leas with them today I will not take up the que»ti.m, tpday. I would 
request the h.mourahle member, io briug the q.iesfion, on the neat day. 
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Mr. 8HRISH CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: Ah the queHiioiiH were 
not taken up, tlie papers were left on the table, so we have not got copies. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Once they are placed on the table, tliey become 
the property of the members. I refer the honourable members to the 
instructions at the bottom of the question papers — “Due to the extreme 
shortage of paper, members are requeste<l to bring Ibis copy for their use in 
the Chamber until all the questions are disposed of*’. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: K would have been 
better if the DepartnienI had taken away the questions and then 
redistributed them. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: riie Department cannot lake away the questions 
when they have been distributed to members. Some. 1 believe, took them 
away; others left them on the table. How ((uild the Departmetit go on 
collecting these questioti pa]>ers? II(>wever, fo?' the convenience of the 
House copies of these questions will be placed on the table tomorrow. 

Mr. BIREN ROY (Parliamentary Secretary): Sir, on behalf of the 
Hon'ble the Finance Minister. I wish to make a statement by way of 
repl.V to one of the short-notice (pnrslions regarding the question of the 
payment of dail/ allowance and travelling allowance to members for the 
perif)d commencing froju the !^4th March, HMd, till the pr<»rogation of the 
(kmucil. Now. it has been held by the Accauintant-tJeneral that for the 
period the (’ouindl di<l not sit, that is from the dlst Mi‘ich till 24th April, 
1943, when His Excellency the (lovernor practically to«tk over himself all 
the duties of the Council, the (diamber ccmld not propeily be called to be in 
session. But it has been suggested that as (government are desirous, on 
equitable grounds, to grant daily allowance to the members of the Legislature 
during the period of suspension of the Constitution, if the conditions under 
section 10 of the Members, EmolumeTits Act are otherwise satisfied, fresh 
orders will be issued, and that pretty soon during the session, granting 
travelling as well as daily allowance to members for the period in question 
on grounds of equity, and anangements are being made for the issue of 
such orders within a week. 

The Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: We will no^' take up the Bengal Vagrancy 
Bill, 1943. 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

Sir, in the absence of the Minister in charge, may I be permitted to liiove 
the motion P 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Yes. 

Tha Hon’hia Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HII8AIN: 

Sir, I beg to inovc that the Bengal Vagrancy Bill. 1943, may be taken 
into consideration. 
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Mft.HARIOAS MAZUMDAR: In view of the agreement that has 
been reached between parties and as a sjiecial case, without treating it a* 
a precedent, I do not move the auiendiuent .standing in niy name. 

Iif» 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTi! Mr. President, it Mas 
settled at our conference that they will clarifv (MM'tain point.s with ‘regard 
to the Bill 

Mr* PRE8IDENT! The Hf>u.sp has nothing to do with what transpired 
in your conference. Either you support the motion or you oppose it. The 
House is not expected to know what transpired behind the scenes. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 rise to .support the motion moved by the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of Agricmlture on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Public Health and Local Self-ftovernment . It is ;• very 
useful and beneficial niea.sure whi(‘h has been brought before the House. 
Sir, social services rendered by the State aic very meagre in India. 
This is a piece of social legislation which cjin do something to ease 
the distress of that unfortunate (dass of human beings who are styled as 
beggars. But from reading the Statement (d' Objects and Reasons for the 
Bill, I find that it is not only the humanitarian point of view that had 
induced the former Ministry to trame this Bill. Imt consideration of 
health of this .second city in the British J'lmpiic. namely, t’alcutta, was 
also one of the reasons for the intnxiuct ion of this Rill, d'he Bill a.s it n<»w 
stands is very limited in scojie. In the first instance, it will apply to 
Calcutta and its suburbs and if neces.sarv to the otlmi' district towns of 
Bengal. The provisions of the Bill are also very limited and are very much 
restricted in cliaracter and will give very little relief to the class for whi(‘h 
it is framed. We are said to be partners of the great ( 'ommonwealth of 
British Nations. Sir. in England and other Western eoiintries of which 
this great Conimonwcaltli c<»nsists, llicre is anij)!c pntvision foi- the relief of 
human sufteriiigs in almost all forms. There are. for example, the Old Agi' 
Pensions, the Insurance for Invalids, ole. There is also the Ciiempluymeut 
Insurance Fund for those who are thrown out of employment at any stage 
of their lives. In every parish in England, and also in every area within the 
jurisdiction of a County Council there is a Pool’ House and a rest house 
where the poor ■can take shelter and get lodging and hoarding. Rut liulia 
unfortunately stands on a ditfereni fooling, (hough it i> said to he part 
of that great Commonwealth of Nation^>. This Ministry and the former 
Ministry deserve real thanks of all for hringing this humane measure before 
the House. But I submit that the definition of the word ‘'vagrant”, as 
given in the Bill, will give rise to difticulties; it seems to he very vague. 
Sir, I hope the provisions of this heneficial measure will be extended to 
Dacca and Chittagong and other towns gradually. With this hope, 1 
•upport the motion for the con.sitleralion of the Bill. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir. with regard to the 
principle of the Bill, we are all agreed that a Bill of this nature should he 
passed. I do not know* if it is the proper time for me la discuss in detail 

or +wn itemR in the Bill. Altliouffli 1 agree with the principle, I think 
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there are proviHioUK which require ainendm^t aiul it niay he neeeHsary for 
me to move amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not g'o into details now. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABtSN: AH right, Sir. So far as 
the principle of the Bill is coneerne<l, 1 heartily support it. With regard 
to one or two points only, I want to imive amendments. If those points 
could be mutually discussed and (ioverninent could acce}>t our suggestions, 
i think the Bill could be passed without any cojitroversy or opposition. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, I offer my hearty congratula- 
tions on this nieiisure, though belated. 

Those who are and were in the ('orporation and oUtside knou' hoH 
acute is this problem of beggars in (’alculta and to what extent we were 
able to go into the matter. I think the Hon’ble President was a member 
of the (Corporation iii those days when we discussed the question of vagrants. 
The introduction <d’ a Hill of this kind is most opportune. These vagrants 
are between the devil ajul the deep sea: people cannot give alms now-a- 
days— rice is not available, copj>ef ])ice does not exist, change is not avail- 
able. So, I think in these circumstances every member of this House should 
whole-heartedly congratulate the (iovernment for bringing in a, Bill like 
this. I have no <loubt that this Hill will be jiassed without any controversy 
or discussiou. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: In view .>f what has 
fallen from the other members of this House, <»n behalf f)f my party 1 offer 
my wdiole-hearted support to this Bill. As suggested by Mr. Moholauahish 
I should also like to have clarification on certain ])oints. The first point 
relates to some difficulty as regards the definition of the word “vagrant” 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Those points will aris<‘ at the time of the c*onsideration of the Bill, clause 
by clause. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Y es, that wouhl be the proper course. 1 expected 
that (Government would* make a cieai statement explaining the principles 
of the Bill. (Government, I am afraid, ha\e made it too informal and 
thereby made it difficult for the House to follow* the principle of the Bill. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: You, Sir, have exactly 
represented onr views. 

Mr. PRE8IDEMT: The question before the House is: that the Bengal 
Vagrancy Bill, 1943, be taken into coiisideraiiou. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The time for sending amendments to the clauses 
?.of this Bill is 11 a.m. on Friday next. 

The House now stands adjourned till 9 a.m. tomorrow*. 

Adjoummfnt. 

The Oounoil then adjourned till 9 a.m. on Thursday, the 23rd 
^September, J.948. 
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MMitbers AbSMit. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 22nd 
September, 1943 : — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Khan Sahib Faridiiddin Ahmed. 

(3) Mr. Hamidul H\U[ t'howdhury. 

(4) Mrs. Labanyaprobha Dutl. 

(5) Mr Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(G) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Mr. M. R. Jaij)uria. 

(S; Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(9) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw. 

(10) Air. J. McFarlatie. 

(11) Iviian Bahadur Abdul Alomin. 

(12) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerji. 

(13) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(14) Mr. R. S. Purs.sell. 

(15) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

(16) Dr. K. S. Ray. 

(17) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


^ ThiN SMtion, 6. 


The Cottncil met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislativo 
Building, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 23rd September, 1943, at 9 a.m., being 
the sixth day of the Third Session of 1943, pursuant to section 62(2)(a) 
of t^e Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Non-Agrioultural Tenancy Bill. 

22. Khan Sahib ABOUL AZIZs (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that a compre> 
hensive Non- Agricultural Tenancy Bill was framed and published in the 
Calcutta Gazette by the Government of Bengal. 

(6) If so, do the Government propose to proceed with the said Bill? 

(c) On what date shall the present Bengal Non-Agricultural' Tenancy 
(Temporary Provisions) Act, 1940, expire? 

MINISTER in charge cf the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hcn’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (n) Yes. 

(b) .The provisions of the Bill are under fresh examination. Govern- 
ment propose to introduce a Bill as soon as possible. 

(tf) On the 29th May, 1944. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (5), may 1 know when the 
Government propose to introduce this Bill? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: As soon as possible. 

Mr. NUR ANMED: By the next session? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 cannot give any 
definite assurance about the date, but I can only say that a Bill will be 
introduced as soon as possible, but by the Judicial Department. 

Requisition of houses for military purposes. 

27. Mr. NUR AHMiED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state if it is a facrt that many houses 
and buildings owned or occupied by the civil population have been requisi- 
tioned by the military by exercise of special power under the India Defence 
Act and Rules in Chittagong and Calcutta ? 

(6) If so, have the Government of Bengal accepted any obligation and 
responsibility to find accommodation for the civil population thus displaced 
or dispoesessed ? If not, why not? 

17 
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(c) Is lis ftware t|wt in iMWi«rs «||4 oecufiieN given very 

short notices to vacate , their houses and buildings and they have to vacate 
the same to> great inconveniences and hardships p 

(d) If so, have the Government of Bengal made dny rules or issued any 
circular to local district ofhcialB to see that the civil population who are 
required to vacate their houses are not unnecessarily harassed and put into 
di^Sculties P 

(e) If not, do the Government propose to issue instructions to the local 
officials P 

Tlw Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MIUKERJEA: (a) Yes. 

(b) In cases of requisition or evacuation of large areas, Government give 
all possible assistance to the displaced civil population in finding accommo- 
dation. 

In Calcutta an organisation has been set up for supplying people with 
information regarding available accommodation in the City. 

(c) As long notice as is possible in the circumstances is given in all 
cases. Time is frequently extended to avoid hardship. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) Does not arise. 

Mr. NUR* AHMED: Arising out of (b), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state, in view of large influx of evacuees into Chittagong, whether 
he is prepared to set up a similar committee in Chittagong like that set up in 
Calcutta P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government will 
certainly consider the matter. 

MR. NUR AHMED: Arising out of (c), will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that sometimes only oral notices are 
given P 

The Hbn’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Government is not 
aware of it. 


Prees Workers. 

28. Mr. KRI8HNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Commerce, Labour and Industries 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Labour Com- 
missioner, Bengal, met a Conference and discussed certain matters concerning 
dearness allowance, supply of foodstuffs at cheaper rate, increase of wage 
and occupational diseases, etc., of Press workers with the Master Printers’ 
Association on the 21st June, 1943? If so, what are the results of the 
Conference P 

(b) Is it a fact that there has been a considerable increase in the percent- 
age of the occuptitional disease, lead-poisoning, among the Press workers for 
want of adequate nourishment? If so, what preventive steps have the 
Qovarnment so far takmi or propose to take in future? If no such steps have 
been taken or are proposed to be taken, what is Uie reason thscsIorP 
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(c) II the reply to part (b) be in the affinoatiTe, do the Ooiramment 
propose to arrange for the examination of the workers of diJSereni Peesses by ^ 
the Certified Surgeon of the Government and to compensate the diseased 
workers according to the provisions of the Woikmen’s Comiiensation Act? 
If not, why not? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the total number of cases of 
lend-poisoning during the last three years including those pending before 
the Compensation Court up to June, 1943 P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the number of strikes and trade 
disputes with number of workers affected in the Printing industry during 
1942 and 1943 up to June? 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (Ml bMialf of 
the Hon’bte Minister in charge of the Commerce) Labour and Industriet 
Department): (a) Yes, but the meeting was held on the 22nd and not on 
the 2l8t June, 1943. This conference being a private arrangement its 
proceedings are confidential and cannot be published without the consent of 
the Master Printers’ Association. 

(6) No. From the examinations carried out by the Certifying Surgeon 
of Factories, there does not appear to have been any considerable iiicrea.se 
in the percentage of lead-poisoning cases, whether acute or chronic, amongst 
Press workers and due to lack of adequate nourishment. Furthermore no 
complaitits have been received from Press workers oo the latter account. 

Workers are periodically advised to observe strict hygienic conditiont 
with respect to the mouth and to clean their hands and nails by making use 
of the washing aiTangements provided for them. If these precautions are 
strictly adhered to, the chances of lead-poisoning whether incipient or latent 
are vei’y remote. 

(c) Does not arise. Quarterly examinations of certain Presses and tc.ken 
examinations of the oldest workers of other Presses are being canied out 
hy the Certifying Surgeon of Factories but no cases of lead-poisoning have 
been discovered which would be investigated for the purpose of establishing 
data necessary for claims under the Workmen’s Compensation Act. 

There have been one or two complaints from Press workers alleging lead- 
poisoning but they showed no eliniail signs of infection. 

{d) The number of cases of lead-poisoning in all factories in which the 
lead-poisoning haasard exists and which have been disroveied by the Certifying 
Surgeon of Factories are as follows: — 

Paint and Tinning Factories only. 

Gases. 

1940 ... ... 11 

1942 ... ... 117 

1941 ... ... 89 

The total number of claims instituted before the Compensation Court for 
aUeged lead-poisoning during the years 1940, 1941 and 1942 and the first half 
year of 1943 were 2, 5, 7 and respectively. 
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(c) }942 — 2 strikes, number of workers affected 338. 

1943 (up to June) — 3 strikes, number of workers affected 1,107. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: With reference to 
(c),.will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if in order to conciliate 
the strikers they have appointed a Conciliation Officer to look into the 
grievances of the strikers under the existing rules and ordinances? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: As there is no strike at present, the Labour Com- 
missioner deals with such things. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
whether on receipt of a complaint from any press worker about lead- 
poisoning special medical arrangements are made for treatment at Govern- 
ment expense ? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The answer is there. No complaint has been received 
from any press w'orker about lead-poisoning. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Is there any arrangement for the 
medical treatment of these people? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, they may be admitted to hospitals. 

Cyolone in Waittni BongiU. 

30. Rai Bahadur BROJENDRA MOHAN MAITRA (on behalf of Rai 
Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerjoe): (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state wihether it is a fact 
that a cyclone of very great intensity accompanied by heavy rain swept 
over several districts of Western Bengal on the 16th October last? 

(6) Were all the rivers in these districts in spate due to the tidal bore, 
rain and force of wind P 

(c) Is it a fact that in consequence of the cyclone and high tidal bore 
which broke into the mainland, considerable areas in the southern part of 
Midnapore and the 24-Parganas districts were devasted resulting in heavy 
loss of human lives and cattle and destruction of Jcutcha house? 

(d) If the answers to above be in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in issuing a comTMtniqttS 
on the subject detailing the precise nature of the havoc caused by the cyclone 
and the steps taken by the Government to start relief operations in the 
effected areas? 

(e) Will the Hou’ble Minister *be pleased further to state — 

(») when did the Government first come to know of these unfortunate 
happenings ; and 

(ii) whether volunteers from various social service organisations were 
prevented from going to the affected areas to give relief to the 
distressed ? 

(/) If the answer to part (e) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’bla 
Minister be pleased to state the reasons for it P 
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Was any warning received by the district or snbdivisional authorities • 
from the Meteorological Department regarding the impending danger? If 
so, at what hour was it received by the different authorities and was it 
broadcast to the public? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: (a) Yes. The Contai 
and Tamluk subdivisions of the Midnapore district, the Diamond Harbour 
subdivision of the 24-Par, ganas district and a small portion of Howrah 
district have been affected seriously. 

(6) All the rivers in the seriously affected areas. 

(c) Yes. 

{d) Delay was due to the breakdown of communications and the restric- 
tion upon publication of details imposed by considerations of military 
security. 

(c) (t) On the 19th October, 1942. 

(n) No. 

(/) Does not arise. 

{g) It is understood that the Subdivisional Officers, Contai and Tamluk, 
received the warning through the Irrigation and Police Departments, 
respectively, after the cyclone had already started. Warning messages were 
received from the Meteorological Officer at Diamond Harbour Post Office at 
6-30 a.m. on the 15th October, 1942, and also at 1-30 a.m. on the 16th 
October, 1942. At 6-30 a.m. of the same date warning was received of 
great danger. This was published immediately by hoisting a signal for 
great danger. - Subsequently this signal was replaced by a more drastic 
signal. Similar action was taken at Namkhanas. Copies of telegrams from 
the Meteorological Office were sent on the morning of the 16th October, 
1942, to the police and the Subdivisional Officer, Diamond Harbour, for 
local circulation. 

Mr. HARIOA8 MAZUMOAR: Arising out of (//), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether such Meteorological Office report was 
also sent to the District Magistrate and Subdivisional Officer, Alipore, at 
once? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER/EA: Yes. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that the Meteorological report w’as duly circulated 
amongst the public concerned by beat of drum or otherwise? I 

The Hoii’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I am not dehnitely in 
possession of the news but I think it was done, as it is always done. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he is aware that the hoisting of a flag or a signal is never under- 
stood by the illiterate masses who are mainly affected, this signal being 
mainly meant for navigation? 

Tht HMi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is well known to the 
loeid people. 
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FItoil and oyoloiia in DIaimmI HailMir. 

81. Mr. IIANAillT PAL CHOWDHURY: WiU the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(a) the reason or reasons for which the publication of the news of 
devastation caused by the cyclone and the flood in the Diamond 
Harbour subdivision on the 10th October, 1942, was withheld 
till the 2nd November, 1942; and 

(\6) the reason or reasons for which the name of the actual place or 
places devastated was not mentioned in the Press-note published 
by the Government? 

Mr. SIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’blo Minister in charge of the Home Department): In each case the 
reason would be found in the necessity to comply w’ith the requirements 
dictated by considerations of military security. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether the civil officers were directed by the military authorities 
not to send the messages even to the Cabinet Ministers, and is it a fact that 
the civil officers never sent such messages to Calcutta or to the Ministers? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: No, that is not the fact. Actually, the Home 
Department took the initiative as soon as it received the news on the 22nd 
of October. 

ArvMt of 8J. Shusil Kumar Banerjec. 

82. Mr, LALIT OHANDRA DAS: Will the Hou'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(а) whether it is a fact that Sj. Shusil Eumar Banerjee, an employee 

of the Corporation of Calcutta, was arrested and detained in 
jail under rule 26 of the Defence of India Act and Buies since 
the 26th May to 5th December, 1941, and then restricted to 
his village home at Mahestola, district 24-Pargana8, under 
Government order No. 9308-P., dated the 5th December, 1941; 

(б) whether under Government order No. 785-Def., dated the 23rd 

January, 1943, the said Shusil Babu was brought to Calcutta 
and restricted within premises No. 9, Basanta Bose Eoad, 
Kalighat, from the 3l8t January, 1943, with permission only 

> to go to his medical attendant for medical advice and treatment; 

(c) whether it is a fact that his continued and continuous detention 

and restrictions have seriously told upon his health and mind 
and that he is a physical wreck suffering from insomnia, ear 
troubles and troubles from teeth, hernia and bleeding piles; 
and 

(d) whether Government propose to consider the desirability of releas- 

ing him to enable him to regain his health, earn his livelihood 
and maintain his family; If not, what are tha reasoni of such 
refusal? 
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Mr. SIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY SEORETARY (on iMllilf Of. 
tho Hon’blo Khwaji Sir NaiimiicUin): (a) Yes. 

(6) No. In response to his petition to come to Calcutta for medical 
advice the order of restriction at Mahestola was temporarily suspended by 
Government order No. TSS-Def., dated the 23rd January, 1943. 

(c) He has from time to time complained of a numW of ailments, but 
I have no reason to believe that his detention and i-estriction were 
responsible. 

(d) All restriction orders against Babu Shusil Kumar Banerjee except 
the requirement to notify residence and change of residence have since 
been withdrawn. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister please state 
the data on which he formulates his conclusion contained in his reply to 
part (c) of the question;' 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It is not true, as is stated in the question, that the 
gentleman is now a physical wreck but Government haye released him practi- 
cally except that he has got to notify his residence and any change of 
residence. 

Obscene advertisements. 

33. Mr. NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Home Department be pleased to state if he is aware of .the growing 
resentment among the people of Bengal over the publication of obscene 
advertisements in some class of new8pai)ers in Bengal on such matter as 
sex, birth-control and female diseases? 

(6) If so, do the Government propose to stop the publication of such 
obscene advertisements in the newspapers in Bengal by suitable legislation 
or otherwise? If not, why notf 

Mr. BIREN ROY, PARLIAMENTARY BBCRETARY (on behalf of 
the Hon’ble Khnrafa Sir Naiimwldin): (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With reference to (a), have the Government made 
any enquiry into the matter? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: The matter is engaging the attention of the All- 
India Newspapers Editors’ Conference. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I want to know whether Government themselves 
have made any enquiry. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Government consider it expedient that it should be 
done voluntarily. 


tohoolo in Caloiitit and othor aroii. 

3i. Mr. NUR AHMEDt (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in ehnrge of 
fbo B^oation Deportment be pleased to state if he is aware tfant the high 
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.schools and madramh» in .the emergency areas, such as Calcutta, Chitta- 
gong and Asansol, have been very much ai^ected economically and financially 
owing to fall in school fees and other income P 

(6) If so, what measures have been adopted and are being adopted by 
the Government of Bengal to give necessary relief to the teachers of these 
schools and Tnadrascths and also for the maintenance of their efficiency 
during the war? 

(c) Is it a fact that deputation on behalf of the All-Ben,gal Teachers’ 
Association waited upon the Ron’ble Minister for Education in July, 1943, 
and prayed for the preparation of a well-considered scheme for the relief 
and assistance to the teachers of the schools in the emergency areas and 
for the maintenance of their efficiency during the war time P 

(d) If so, do the Government propose ito draw up any such scheme P 
If not, why notP 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. TamiziKkIin Khan): (a) and (c) Yes. 

(6) Assistance to the extent of Rs.75 each was given to teachers in the 
Calcutta area in 1942. It has not been found possible for financial reasons 
to give further assistance. 

(d) A scheme was drawn up, but for financial reasons it was not possible 
to put it into practice. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: With reference to (6), will the Hon’ble Minister 
please state if Government consider that Rs. 75 is sufficient and if they will 
consider the desirability of making further grants to the teachers P 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Government feel that further 
assistance is necessary but for financial reasons it has not been possible to 
give further assistance. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERilEE: Has the Hon’ble Minister consi- 
dered the desirability of absorbing these teachers in the various departments 
of Government where recruitment is now going on P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The wffiole body of teachers 
thrown out of employment could not be absorbed but many of them have 
found employment in the various services connected with the war. 

Grow More Food Cimptign. 

38. Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(а) how many acres of culturaUe land, not cultivated before, have been 

brought under cultivation in Bengal since his assumption of 
■ office; what is the total acreage of culturable land in Bengal 
not yet brought under cultivation; and 

(б) whether Government will oonsidw the desirability of appointing 

a ocnninittee of members of both the Houses to push on the Grow 
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More Food Campaign and appoint one such now; if not, what 
are the grounds against this proposal? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (th* 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaziamuddin Hoeain): (a) Exact 

information is not available ; but since my assumption of the charge of the 
Agriculture Department, several important irrigation schemes have been 
taAen up and I have reason to believe that as a result, new areas will be 
brought under cultivation. The total urea of culturable land not yet brought 
under cultivation is estimated at 3,710,000 acres. 

(6) There is already a Food Production Committee in Bengal consisting 
of official and non-official members. The question of reconstituting the 
Committee is under consideration of Government. At the time of recon- 
stitution representatives from both Hou.ses of Legislature will certainly W 
taken in. 

Mr. NARE8H NATH MOOKERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state if the Food Production Committee in Bengal has done any work or 
has submitted any scheme as to the possibility of growing more food in 
this province? 

The HoiPbio Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

The Food Production C'oramittee met once after we had assumed office and 
gave u.s certain advice regarding certain matters. It will meet again next 
Saturday. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what is 
the acreage under paddy cultivation P 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 1 

want notice. But I may inform my friend that this question refers to 
uncultivated culturable land, that is to say, land not yet brought under 
cultivation. 

Braaches and damages to bunds in Midnaporo and Burdwan. 

88. Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon’blo 

Minister in charge of the Communications and W’orks Department be 
pleased to state whether the breaches and damages caused to the bunds as 
a result of cyclone and flood in the districts of Midnapore and Burdwan are 
being attended to by the Government engineers and when they are expected 
to be completed? « 

MINISTER in oharga of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bte Mr. Baraila Prasanna Pain): Information has 
been called for and the reply will be given as soon as it has been received. 

Mr. SHRISH OHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state by what time he expects to give the information ? 

The Hon’bie Mr. BARAOA PRASANNA PAIN: Am soon as possible. 
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Point of Information. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: On a point of information, 
Sir. As the Hon’ble Food Minister is here, may I know if he is prepared to 
answer my short-notice question which was sent to himP I may say that 
the matter was before the House and the matter was discussed elsewhere, 
and I think he .must have the information at his finger’s end. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am sorry, Sir, I am unable 
to identify the short-notice question to which the honourable member is 
referring. If he will be pleased to mention the subject, I shall try. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Mr. Chakraverti, what is the subject-matter of your 
fihort-notice question P 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: It is about the food 
situation. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I may inform the Hon’ble Minister that not only 
the question was sent to the department but the department had been 
reminded over the telephone. Will you kindly enquire into the matter and 
find out why the reply is being delayed P 

The HOfl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYt Certainly, Sir. If the 
honourable member raises his points during the debate today, I shall 
«ndeavour to answer them on the floor of the House. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, other questions 
tabled by this side of the House have not been replied to with regard to 
jute acreage and the rice policy of Government. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Question about rice policy is going to be answered 
today, as the Hon’ble Minister has said, in connection with the food 
•ituation. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: It was put in question 
form. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: They are being gradually answered. I do not think 
there are many more unanswered questions. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will it be possible to 
answer them before the present session is overP 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir, we shall try our best to 
deal with them as soon as possible. But at {ftesent I am busy not only 
with the work' connected with the Legislature but also with the general 
administration of the Civil Supplies Department which, as you know, is of 
such an important nature that I ’am not able to devote as much time on the 
legislative work as I would otherwise have done. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: Sir, may I know the 
fate of my question that has remained unanswered P 

Ah’. PREBIDENTt What is the wither of yooiv queetionF 
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Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISHt No. 21 I believe. It 

seeks to elicit information as to whether Government is going to postpone 
Action on the acquisition of the semindari rights. 

Mr. PRESIDENT! I find from the list that that question has already 
been answered and that is why we started from question No. 22 today. 

Mr. NACENORA NATH M0H0LANABI8H: It is a question which 
was answered by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue by referring to 
an answ’er made elsewhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Oh! yes, I remember it. Mr. Mukerjea, what about 
the answer to that question? You replied to that question by referring 
to a statement made by your predecessor in the otlier House. The decision 
was that you should try and reply to the question and make your reply 
self-contained. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 will do it tomorrow. 

Special Motion under rule 96 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure 

Rules. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS* Sir, I desire to move the motion that 
stands in my name, namely, — 

That this Council is of opinion that the statement of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Civil Supplies on the policy pursued by the Ministry- with 
regard to the food situation in Bengal is extremely disappointing and 
unsatisfactory, that its latest action in promulgating the price control order 
without making suitable provision for supplies of rice and other foodg^ains 
has intensified the crisis, that it failed to adopt adequate measures to dis- 
charge the elementary responsibility of saving human lives from deaths 
due to starvation and has so far failed also to introduce rationing. This 
Council is further of opinion that the .Government should declare Bengal 
a famine area and take upon itself the responsibility of feeding the destitute. 

Sir, at the very out.set, I desire lo congratulate the Hon’ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy, the Food Minister, on his splendid health. The events 
which are happening around us would have weighed down with cares and 
anxieties any other mortal put in charge of the Civil Supplies Department, 
But, Sir, our dear friend looks as fresh as ever. He looks like the morning 
rose. 

Sir, the Food Minister on the 15th September, 1943, made a statement 
•n the food situation in Bengal. Among other things, he stated that without 
fubstantial imports of foodgrains from outside, the Government would not 
be in a position to meet the situation. He expreiwed his amazement at the 
ignorance prevailing in generally well-informed circles regarding Bengal’e 
position and the reason why there was a shortage. There are still p**onle 
ibi India, he observed, who suggested that there were, enough foodgraim 
in Bengal and that by false propaganda they were declaring a shortagi 
which did not exist end thus over-dramatising the situation* Sir^^ lor 
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all these, the fault lies with the Hon’ble Minister himself. The Opposition 
repeatedly asserted the fact that there was a serious shortage of foodgrains 
and wanted the Oovernment to declare Bengal a famine area. But the 
Ministry not only turned down the proposal, it went further and issued a 
press communique on the 3rd May, 1943. In that press communique we 
read “the Ministry for Civil Supplies is of the opinion that the prices now 
prevailing are purely speculative and hear no relation whatever to the true 
stock-taking position in the province as a whole. There has been a bumper 
horo crop both in our province as well as in Assam frpm which and other 
provinces, stocks are already on the move to Bengal while the prospects 
of the present aus crop are distinctly good. Large quantities of wheat, 
maize, hojra etc., in excess of Bengal’s need are now being received from 
the Government of India.” The Minister is convinced that any deficit 
this year can be fully met from the carry-over of 1941-42. 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. H. 8i 8UHRAWARDY: That is, Sir, interpolation. 
I have never said that large quantities of wheat etc. now being received 
from the Oovernment of India are in excess of the requirements of Bengal. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: You did say that 

Mr. PRE8IDENTi You better continue your speech and avoid talking. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DA8: All right, Sir. It is not an interpola- 
tion. It is a fact and it has been published in the Government paper 
Bengal Weekly. I challenge the Hon’ble Minister to say that he did 
not say that. He did say that wheat and other foodgrains “in excess 
of Bengal’s need are now being received from the Government of India”. 
He further said in his statement “the Minister is convinced that any deficit 

this year can be fully met from the carry-over of 1941-42 crop The 

public may rest assured that there is no cause to fear any ultimate shortage 
of foodgrains”. After this, Sir, can anybody wonder why there should be 
so much ignorance about the trxie state of things outside Bengal? Incal- 
culable harm was .done to Bengal by the press note which was published 
in all the morning papers on the 4th May, 1943, and circulated throughout 
India. Being convinced that there was no shortage, the Hon’ble Minister 
undertook the food drive throughout rural Bengal leaving out Calcutta and 
the industrial areas. No reasonable explanation has yet been given why 
he then left out Calcutta and its surroundings from a simultaneous food 
drive. The mountain was in labour and it produced the proverbial mouse. 
The Hon’ble Minister had to say that the districts had reported themselves 
to be deficit. The Calcutta drive was then very reluctantly undertaken and 
the Hon’ble Minister now says that stocks are neither considerable in this 
hands of the consumers nor of the trade nor of the employers. Chastened 
further by experience, he now admits that there is a serious shortage of 
foodgrains in the province and repeats, like the whipped boy, all the reasons 
which were advanced by the Opposition months ago. He now admits that 
famine condition is in acute form in many areas. He speaks of famine 
condition and is still reluctant to admit an actual famine. 
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The truth is, Sir, that a serious famine is ragitif^ from one end of 
Bengal to the other. Men, women and children in large numbers have 
left their homes and hearths and are roaming in the streets of the cities and 
towns of Bengal liaviug made the pavements their resting and sleeping 
grounds. Children are being deserted by their parents, husbands are 
leaving their wives being unable to feed them. No less than 10 million 
people are seriously affected and deaths from starvation are taking place 
daily in large numbers. In Calcutta alone from the loth August, as 
reported, no less than 1,500 people have died and several thousands have been 
put into hospitals as suffering from the etfect.s of starvation. News from the 
mufassil is still more serious. Whether it is Dacca, Chittagong, Noakhali, 
Comilla, Munshiganj, Faridpur, Maduripur, Mymensingh, Dinajpur, 
Midnax)ur or Burdwan — in fae^t all important towns and places, the news 
is the same — appalling deaths from starvation, appalling scarcity of 
foodgrjains, sky-rocketting prices. 

Sir, to show that the Ministry has done much to relieve the prevailing 
distress, the Ministry declares that 1 crore 4 lakhs of rupees have been 
granted by the (iovernment for agricultural loan, 1 crore 43 lakhs for 
gratuitous relief and 1 crore 8 lakhs for test relief works. Besides these, 
the Civil Supplies Department has spent 3 crores, it says, in distributing 
foodgraius at subsidized rates and 1 crore by the Agriculture Department 
for distributing seed grains. The Ministry also points out what steps have 
been recently taken in Calcutta to ease the situation and that no less than 
2,500 kitchens have been opened to feed daily 01 lakhs of people in the 
mufassil areas of Bengal. In spite of all the.se, what they fail to realize 
is the actual requirement of the province to meet the situation. Wliat they 
do not realise is that provisions so far made are utterly inadequate to meet 
the exigencies of the situation which is responsible every day for deaths 
in appalling numbers resulting from starvation. They do not realise that 
it is the elemenlarv duty of every civilised Oovernment to remain 
responsible for saving every single life from starvation. A wise 
Government under the circumstances such as we are in would declare famine 
and administer relief according to the Famine Code. 

Sir, the policy pursued by the Governiiient for procurement and distri- 
bution of supplies wa.s faulty and ended in disastrous consequences to the 
people of Bengal. An opportunity to retrieve the situation opened up with 
the raising of the embargo on free trade in the Eastern Zone? but the Hon’ble 
Minister failed to take full advantage of it. Being the Secretary of the 
Muslim Ijeague he was so blinded by partisan spirit that without calling for 
public tender, he made one of his partymen Messrs. Ispahani and Co., the 
sole agent of the Bengal Government to purchase foodstuffs from the Eastern 
Zone. As yet nobody knows what quantities of foodgrains were i)urcha8€Ki 
by that agent and at what price. Nor do the public know' at wbat price 
the Government purchased rice from that agent and w'hat that total 
quantity is. All that the public know is that in spite of the Hon’ble 
Minister’s pathetic reliance on the Ispahanis, deaths from starvation are 
occurring every day throughout Bengal. Moslem League Government is 
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ft£ter all Pakistm Oovernment and, Sir, events have conspired to prove to 
idtow that Pakittan and Gorottan have become convertible terms. The 
situation has become aggravated by the price-control order. It has effected 
the total disappearance of rice from the market. It passes my understand- 
ing how could a Government pass such an order without sufficient supplies 
in hand to meet a situation such as now obtains in Bengal. Trade has 
failed : should Government also fail to sell rice to the people P It has been 
stated by the Hon’ble 'Minister that rice is reappearing in the market 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, I may remind you that you have already 
spoken for 20 minutes. I hope you will now try to finish your speech, for, 
including yourself there are 17 more speakers. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: All right, Sir. Since August last the 
Oovernment gf Bengal is purchasing wheat direct from the Punjab and prices 
paid by them were not more than Rs. 10-4 per maund. The Punjab since 
August 15th last has despatched about 50,000 tons of wlieat and its products. 
Eighty-six wagons left daily during three weeks in August with foodgrains 
from the Punjab to Bengal. Now this has not made any impression on the 
food situation here and we hear a charge that the Government of Bengal 
have made a profit of about rupees 20 lakhs out of the miseries of the 
people. All these are horrible, if true, apd ought to be cleared up by an 
independent committee of enquiry. At present, prices are ruling as high as 
ever and people have not the wherewithal to purchase foodgrains. The 
price of rice in November, 1942, was Rs, 8 per maund, in December Rs. 12 
per maund; in January, 1943, it rose up to Rs. 16 per maund and that was 
during the bomb scare in Calcutta. It was about Rs. 20 when the Huq^ 
Government fell, but since the present Government came into power it has 
soared to as much as Bs. 40 per maund and even more. | In spite of the 
price-control order the price is ruling as high as ever. The only way now 
to save the people would be by rationing. This point was raised during the 
last session and urban rationing was promised; but nothing has as yet 
materialised and rationing still remains in the realm of promises while 
people are starving. Now, Sir, with regard to the controlled shops, it was 
promised 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit but was 
allowed two minutes more to finish.) 

It was said that the controlled shops would be abolished and 406 Government 
shops in Calcutta and 400 more in the suburban ureas would be started, very 
soon for the purpose of eliminating the necessity of people standing in queues 
for obtaining supplies; but that announcement too has not been carried out. 

Sir, by these acts of commission and omission the present Ministry has 
forfeited the confidence of the people. The people of Bengal are docile and 
law-abiding and fatalist. The Ministry knows these facts but I can say 
that in any other country under similar circumstances and condition their 
places would not have been worth even a day’s purchase. Therefore, I 
say that a National Government, representing all parties within the 
Legislature, oan akme inspire the confidence of the people and win the 
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wbolehti^ried co-operation of all, which ii ao esMntial in these difficnlt times. 
Sir Nasiinuddin who is at the head of the Qovemment throui^h fear of 
Qaide Azam of Bombay cannot agree to such a (rourse and we are indeed in 
a diflBicult position. What then is to be done? What is needed is” that the 
Government of India should step in and take upon itself the solo 
responsibility of solving the food problem. There is no time to lose. A 
great war is going on and the situation is quite abnormal. The enemy ia 
at the gate and in such circumstances, the presence of a famine-stricken 
people behind the army is hardly conducive to war effort. 
Considering all these things, I think that the food situation should be made 
an all-India question and the Government of India should not delay a day 
to take this matter in their own hands. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: There are two aiuendnients this Special Motion; 
one standing in the name of Mr. Nur Ahmed and the other in the name of 
Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. I may point out at this stage that Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar’s amendment raises very wide issues, more than one. But in 
view of the special importance of the question I have allowed both of them 
to be moved. If Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amendment is carried, then the original 
motion will stand amended accordingly, and in that case Mr. Haridaa 
Mazumdar’s amendment will not arise. If Mr. Nur Ahmed’s amendment is 
not carried, then I will ask Mr. Haridas Mazumdar to move his amendment. 
But I hope that in future honourable members M’ill try to confine themselves 
to one issue in giving notice of a motion or amendment; otherwise, it becomes 
very difficult for the House to decide on what particular issue it should vote. 
I will give 15 minutes to the mover of the amendment. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I shall not move my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL HAMID CHOWDHURY: On a point of order, 
Sir. Before you take up amendments, I think the original motion l)efore 
the House should be read out by the Chair. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Quite so: thank you. Motion moved: thnt this- 
Council is of opinion that the statement of the Hon’ble Minister in clmrge 
of the Civil Supplies on the policy pursued by the Ministry with regard to 
the food situation in Bengal is extremely <lisappointing and unsatisfactory, 
that its latest action in promulgating the price control order without making 
suitable provision for supplies of rice and other foodgrains has intensified 
the crisis, that it faile<l to adopt adequate measures to discharge the 
elementary responsibility of saving human lives from deaths due to starva- 
tion and has so far failed also to introduce rationing. This Council ia 
further of opinion that the Government should declare Bengal a famine 
area and take upon itself the responsibility of feeding the destitute. 

Mr. Mazumdar, you may now movo your amendment. 
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Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDARl I beg to move that after the word 
“destitute” occurring at the end of t^ motion, the following be added, 
aoamely, — 

This Council is further of opinion that — 

(i) immediate steps should be taken to isolate the big consuming areas 
like Calcutta and Howrah including their industrial suburbs, 
Chittagong, Dacca, Narayanganj, all places of military concentra- 
tion and construction and big evacuees’ camps, from the rest of 
Bengal, with a view to maintain in the supplies in such areas 
with the imports from outside and to retain the supplies in rural 
Bengal for the relief of the poor masses and middle classes as far 
as practicable, supplementing the same with surplus of the food- 
grains from outside Bengal to relieve specially deficit areas; 

(ii) immediate steps should be taken to prevent the purchases of aus 
paddy and rice as also the coming aTtian crop by big traders from 
outside, whether Government agents or others, at competitive 
prices, and to prohibit the export of such foodgrains to the bigger 
consuming centres isolated as above; 

{Hi) immediate steps should be taken to secure cent, per cent, control 
over supply, prices and distribution of foodgrains available from 
whatever source, to be carried on by an agency enjoying 100 per 
cent, confidence of the people. 

Sir, in moving the amendment 1 vsay that we are in the grip of a grim 
famine. Man and dog are fighting for a morsel of food. The situation is 
not over-dramatised. It is entirely due to over-confidence and lack of 
business foresight on the part of the authorities that be. Sir, Bengal is 
crying for food. The sky of Bengal is ringing night and day, every hour, 
every minute with plaintive cry of imaciated millions — “mother give us a 
little rice, father give us a little gruel”. 

The most vitally affected people are — 

(1) Landless labour; their number is countless. 

(2) Peasants with lands of small measure. Their number comes next. 

(3) Jute growers; cultivators wlio grow jute but possess no rice 

cultivating lands. They are the most exploited class. Mill- 
owners are making fabulous wealth at their expense. 

{4) Middle class under-employed; their income is much below their 
pressing need. 

{5) Middle class unemployed. They are sure to go out of their 
existence as they got no credit or reserve to fall back upon. 

<6) Teachers of Bengal. They have got their employments only in 
name. By the dislocation of social life their struggle for 
existence is bitter. 

(7) The families of the political prisoners. These prieoners have been 
deprived of their liberties without a regular trial. There is none 
in the world to look after their dependants. Many of them aie 
suffering for their opinion. 
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The only people who are living in plenty are those who are connected 
with the War Supplies and War Constructions. I do not here like to repeat 
the oft-repeated complaint about the location of Bengal’s bottomless pit, 
the mystery whereof will never be unravelled. Nor do I propose to repeat 
the grievances of the country against the present Ministry regarding the 
appointment of sole agents to procure food supplies at any cost, in 
any manner they like. Nor do I like to bring in the complaint publicly 
made by the responsible Food Minister and the Premier of the Punjab 
against the suspicious conduct of the Bengal Ministry. 

I should, however, like to compare Bengal with one of my neighbouring 
provinces before whose doors we had, of late, become supplicants. 

Any one who pays even a casual visit to Bihar will be struck with the 
efficiency of administration regarding food in that province. As a part of 
my family has been resident at Madhupur for nearly tw’o year.s, J have to 
pay frequent visits to that towm and have had thus an opprntunity of 
gaining first-hand knowledge. That province was being ruled under section 
93, without a miniKtrv, till recently by Sir Thomas Rutherford, who did not 
spare himself and his officers in the task of tracking the hoarders and the 
profiteers and removing the sufferings of ihe poor. Unlike in Bengal, imme- 
diately after the last paddy crop wa.s cut, immense quantities of paddy and 
rice were .seized under Defence of India Rules and from that the j)oor are 
being 8uj)plied all the.se months with one seer per head at T) annas per seer. 
To give a coui'iete instance, Madhupur with a population of 9,t)U0 only has 
14 controlled shops where 52 maunds of rice are daily sold and a popr man 
has not to w'ait for more than half an hour to receive his quota. These 
shops kept by private persons are under the supervision of local gentry, so 
that any di.shonesty is at once checked. The Government has not had to 
lock money on these stocks but asks the owners of controlled shops to advance 
money daily to the stock-holders who are liable for the quantity seized 
■minus the daily offtake. The Subdivisional Officer, Deoghur, comes 
generally once a week and very often has to take these merchants to tusk 
for attempts to avoid supplying rice to the controlled shops regularly. The 
plan of work is simplicity itself and the strong arm of law is felt ever.ywhere. 
All officers of the Government from the Governor down to the su^jordinate 
price-control officer are acting like one man and the police are working 
admirably. At Madhupur alone about 14,000 maunds of rice were taken 
over. 

At Deoghur, Bhugalpur, Hazaribagh, Muzaffarpur and other towns of 
Bihar large quantities were similarly seized and are now being utilised for 
the benefit of the destitute. An account of the total quantity seized in Bihar 
coming from that Government will be illuminating and will throw into bold 
relief the inactivity of the Bengal Government. When a^nan paddy w'as 
harvested, the cultivator sold rice all over Bengal at Rs. 12 per maund. 
This rice, thanks to hoarders and profiteers, sold at Rs. 22 in Calcutta within 
two months of the harvest. 

The recent disappearance of stocks of rice in Calcutta and elsewhere in 
Bengal to evade the prices fixed by the Provincial Government is a thing 

18 
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inconceivable in Bihar. Tihe police and ithe executive here must have 
abdicated their functions to make this possible 

liri PRESIDENT* Order, order. Mr. Mazumdar, what is your 
amendment? You are not speaking about your amendment at all. You 
are not supporting your amendment. You are speaking on the general 
question. 

Mr. HARIOAS MAZUMDAR: 1 am coming to that point, Sir. Unless 
the House is acquainted with the full facts of the case, how can 1 expect 
the honourable members to support the suggestions embodied in my 
amendment? 

Sir, how long does it take the police and the executive, if they work in 
right earnest to trace these stocks which have certainly not been thrown 
into the Bay of Bengal? If this be the sample of efficiency here, the charge 
of Sir Edward Benthall, now at the head of the Railways and Transport, 
that in Bengal there is no adequate arrangement for unloading food wagons 
must be true, notwithstanding what our Ministers may say to the contrary. 
Such weakness of administration is in a large measure responsible for the 
starvation of millions. The question of food, at a time like this, should be 
discussed dispassionately. The lines of Macaulay describing ancient Rome 
come to our mind — 

“Then none was for the party 
But all was for the State”. 

Judged by the cold light of economics, the past Ministers grievously failed to 
grasp the situation and to do the needful; just as the present Ministry is 
failing before our eyes to do such simple administrative work as preventing 
disappearanire of rice stocks in Calcutta, the second city of the Empire — a 
city honeycombed with the police, A.R.P. men and civic guards. Imme- 
diately before going out of office the first League Ministry administered a 
parting kick on the jute-grower of Bengal by doubling the acreage of jute. 
A writer in the widely-circulated monthly journal “Prabashi” requested the 
succeeding Ministry to right this wrong decision, which, as he pointed out 
in clear language, would not only mean a low price of jute but would 
result in shortage of food in 1943 consequent on a smaller paddy crop at a 
time when imports from Burma could not be expected. If an ordinary writer 
could make this forecast which was, after all, commonsense, why could not 
our Ministers with a costly Agricultural I>epartment at their disposal com- 
prehend the situation? The paddy crop towards the end of 1941 was a 
bumper one. Who does not know that a plentiful paddy crop is followed 
by a lean one? The quantity of rice which used to be imported from 
Burma was not small — IJ miUion tons. Why did the first League Ministry 
double jute acreage with these incontrovertible data before them? Why 
did not the next progressive Ministry set aside the decision while there was 
time? If they erred, the consequences which are inevitable must follow. 
Laws of economics, like waves in the case of King Canute, are no respecter 
of persons. They have all erred. In a country where public opinion is 
unorganised, lamentably partisan and does not coalesce when a major wrong 
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is committed, these errors meaning death to millions go with impunity. It 
is my firm conviction that if the Government of the province were in the* 
hands of the Indian Civil Service under an able Governor alone, so much 
bungling would never have happened. We remember the days when 
Sir John Shore imported so much foodgrains into the famine area that prices 
went below the normal years. In 1874 Lord Northbrooke devised such 
measures for famine relief as resulted only in 22 deaths, though 2 crores 
of persons fell within the clutches of famine. When the Famine Code was 
framed, — a code which our Ministry has not the courage to apply on pain 
of resignation, the administration was in the hands of Europeans — not 
responsible to the people. Viewing a famine which may take away not 
one-third of Bengal’s population as in 1770 but might involve even two- 
thirds, 1 have no hesitation in saying that tlie only course which c^an yet 
save the hapless province is for our Ministers to resign and hand over the 
reins of administration to experienced administrators. Hire at present 
monopolises our attention and the ine(iuity wliich is being per])et rated on 
the jute-grower is being overlooked ; we forget that u good price of jute 
enables the grower to buy rice at a high price. 90 ])er t’cnt. of the jute- 
growers of Bengal are Muhammadans. It must be a poor Muslim League 
Ministry which helps the European exploiter to roll in wealth but does not 
raise the little finger to help the Muslims who are exploited and steeped in 
poverty. The avarice of the tradesmen is common all over the world. It 
is for the (jovernment to come to the rescue of the ojipressed. I fully 
believe that if the Government in the province is manned entirely by the 
British under the operation of section 93, relief will be given to the 
jute-growing peasantry. The Government of Madras under section 93 did 
not hesitate in the teeth of vehement opposition to requisition yarn from 
European-managed cotton mills under Defence of India Rules for the benefit 
of the weavers of the province. But what is the record of our Ministers}' A 
hundred per cent. British administration courageously holds the balance 
even between European and Indian contending interests, while a weak-kneed 
Indian Ministry, absorber of shocks only, readily lets down millions of its 
countrymen or co-religionists for the sake of 30 votes in the liCgislature. 
We cannot forget that a British Government responsible to the Legislature 
imposed a protective duty of 2o per cent, on British piecegoods thus stopping 
an import to the value of 60 crores of rupees. 

If on account of this famine two crores of Hindus and two crores of 
Muhammadans die in Bengal due to the failure on the part of the Govern- 
ment to take timely steps to avert the calamity, I venture to predict, — and 
it is no idle speculation, Sir, that the All-India Hindu-'Moslem ratio will be 
reversed more to the disadvantage of the Moslems than of the Hindus, as 
nearly 40 per cent, of India’s Muhammadan population live in Bengal. 
Muhammadans crying for Pakistan will then be nearer Indian Christians in 
numerical strength than now. If our Ministers will not pay heed to this 
entreaty, I would request His Excellency the acting Governor to establish 
here an efficient I. C. S. rule from top to bottom as he did in Bihar and thus 
save millions of lives by giving effect to the suggestions embodied in the 
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amendment in question. If His Excellency can save Bengal, history will 
• rank him in that galaxy of British Indian administrators — Bentinck, North- 
Brooke, Ripon, Shore, Cotton and Todd. With these words, I commend my 
amendment td the acceptance of the House. 

PRESIDENT: Amendment moved; that after the word “destitute” 
occurring at the end of the motion, the following be added, namely, — 

“That this Council is further of opinion that — 

(t) immediate steps should be taken to isolate the big consuming areas 
like Calcutta and Howrah including their industrial suburbs, 
Chittagong, Dacca, Narayanganj, all places of military concen- 
tration and construction and big evacuees’ camps, from the rest 
of Bengal, with a view to maintain the supplies in such areas 
with the imports from outside and to retain the supplies in 
rural Bengal for the relief of the poor masses and middle classes 
as far as practicable, supplementing the same with surplus of 
the foodgrains from outside Bengal to relieve specially deficit 
areas ; 

(u) immediate steps should be taken to prevent the purchases of aus 
paddy and rice as also the coming avuin crop by big traders 
from outside, whether Government agents or others, at competi- 
tive prices, and to prohibit the export of such foodgrains to the 
bigger consuming centres isolated as above; 

(m) immediate steps should be taken to secure cent, per cent, control 
over supply, prices and distribution of foodgrains available from 
whatever source, to be carried on by an agency enjoying 100 per 
cent, confidence of the people.” 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, before the debate on this 
motion proceeds further, I would like to tender my apology to Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das for having interrupted him at that time. I have now a copy 
of the Bengal Weekly of 10th May last before me and I find that Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das was correct in w'hat he said. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Thank you. May I say one thing. Sir? 
I have no objection to the amendment moved by Mr. Mazumdar. I 
accept it. ^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot do so at this stage. It will be for the 
House to do so. 

Mr. T. B. NIMMO: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to oppose the special 
motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. In doing 
so, I would state briefly that our party support Government’s aus crop 
scheme and we support the price-control that has been imposed. We 
consider that there can be no question of going back on price-control in the 
present circumstances but that every effort should be made to secure control 
of supplies. This, we take it is the object of Government’s aus purchasing 
scheme. 
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In general, Sir, we consider that the Hou'hle Minister has followed an 
active policy and in particular we appreciate his endeavours to secure* 
supplies from outside the province. We applaud his efforts and we urge 
that he will continue them. The situation in the rural' districts of 
Bengal has not, we believe, been over-dramatised and large supplies of rice 
and other foodgrains must be obtained from outside the province if the 
situation is to be saved. We cannot see that any benefit would be obtained 
by a mere declaration of Bengal as a famine area. Government have been^ 
and are, we believe, taking steps to organise Bengal on a famine basis.. 
That, we submit, Sir, will require the united efforts of all. — officials and 
non-officials alike, — and we would only stress the necessity for a uniform 
policy and for proper central direction and co-ordination of relief measures. 

Sir, so far as internal policy is concerned, we would emphasise that the 
main object should be to obtain control of rice supplies. We would like 
to put forward certain suggestions with regard to one important aspect of 
control of supplies, namely, control of the rice mills. The rice mills form 
an obvious bottle-neck through which supplies to urban areas can be 
controlled and, in our- opinion, these mills should be brought under a special 
licensing .system. In Assam, a Rice Mills Licensing Order was brought into 
force on 3lst March this year, and that order was based on a similar order 
issued by the Madras Government some time earlier. It seems unfortunate 
that the Bengal Government should alway.s lag behind other provincial 
Governments in food control mea.sures. That, we consider, Sir, is mainly 
due to the inadequacy of organi.sation, but I do not wish to enter into that 
point at present. 

The Assam Rice Mills Incensing Order provides that no person .shall 
carry on the busines.s of milling rice by power-driven machinery except in 
accordance with the conditions of a licence issued by the I>iHtriet Magistrate. 
Contravention of the conditions of a licence is punishable with cancellation 
or suspension of the licence. Any authorised officer may enter and inspect 
any premises in which he has reason to believe that the milling of rice is 
taking place. The form of licence issued under this order provide.s for 
fortnightly returns of stocks, receipts, productions, deliveries etc. and it 
also provides that rice shall only be proce.ssed in a manner that prevents it 
from being highly milled. I beg to enquire throiigh you. Sir, if the Hon’ble 
Minister has considered this question of “under-milling”. Generally speak- 
ing, rice is unnecessarily highly milled, resulting in an unnecessary quantity 
of broken rice and bran being produced. By .so doing, the food value of the 
rice is sacrificed for the benefit of its appearance and a considerable quantity 
of rice is lost by the production of broken rice and rice bran which also 
contains a certain appreciable quantity of broken rice. In the production of 
highly-milled rice, at least 5 per cent, additional bran is taken off in com- 
parison with low-milled rice. If, therefore, high milling of rice is entirely 
prohibited as under the A.s.sam Rice Mills Licensing Order, an appreciabW 
increase in the actual output of rice from paddy is obtained. Practical 
nulling tests by an experienced firm of millers have shown that the yield of 
“war quality rice” is about 26 seers per maund of paddy milled from 
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average quality grain in oompariHon with 23 seers in highly milled rice. 
•If this form of so-called under-milling were universally applied throughout 
India, the extra quantity of rice produced would exceed the production of 
machine milled rice by 6 per cent. or. more according to the broken rice 
content which passes as rice. It has been found in practice difficult to 
persuade those who have been used to higlily-inilled Ti(^e to change over to 
the less finished article; but there is no doubt that from a health point of 
view low-milled rice is much more beneficial, as the largest part of the 
vitamin content is to be found in the bran. We consider, Sir, that this 
question of under-milling is of ccnsiderable importance and we would like 
to know from the Hon ’hie Minister what he proposes to do as regards 
(i) licensing of rice mills along lines similar to the Assam and Madras Rice 
Mills Licensing Orders and (it) with regard to the under-milling of rice. 

Sir, there is one other suggestion I desire to put forward. We under- 
stand that the Assam Government have approved in principle a proposal to 
require all itvahajans and merchants to notify to a Government officer the 
number and amount of advances given by them against the growing crops. 
Under this proposal the Land Records staff will make* enquiries on the spot 
to check both notified and unnotified advances. We shall be glad to know 
if the Bengal Government propose to take similar measures, as we consider 
that this would also be an important step towards securing control over 
supplies and towards preventing supplies going into the black market. 

Sir, Bengal has undoubtedly lagged miserably behind other provinces 
such as Bombay and Madras and even Assam in this question of securing 
control over supplies. For this we do not think the Hon’ble Minister is to 
blame. He was left a terrible heritage and in the short time he has been 
in office we consider that he has been tackling this immense problem with 
energy and determination. We w'ould like, however, to impress upon him 
that Bengal is very badly behind in these matters and that if there was 
proper co-ordination of provincial policies it would not be necessary to draw 
attention to administrative measures taken in the neighbouring provinces. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 have not been able to 
follow that portion of the honourable member’ .s speech where he spoke of 
advances. Does he refer to Government making advances for purchas- 
ing crops? 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ GHOWDHURY: No, he refers to mafuijavs and 

traders making advances for the purpose of purchasing crop. 

« 

, Mr. T. B. NIMMO: That is so, Sir, and my point is that the imliajans 
and traders would be required to notify Government of the advances made. 

Mfk K. O’ROZARIO: Mr. President, Sir, the four horsemen of the 
Apocalypse are riding hard over the fair land of Bengal today with the stark 
figure of famine in the lead. This is a familiar figure to India, present at 
all times in one place or another, but sometimes terrible in the intensity 
and range of his wrath. But it is one thing to read in history of the 
lamentable plight of famine-stricken people, of bodies polluting the rivers, 
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and corrupting the land, it is quite another to be brought face to face 
with the grim tragedy in the year of grace 1943 in a city of modern 
civilisation, namely, Calcutta. In the backward past of scientific deficiency 
and lack of organisation and communication, these things may be forgiven, 
perhaps even considered inevitable. In the forward present of scientific 
efficiency, much-boosted organisation and fast communications, these 
wrongs are unforgivable. We may deny the greatness of the calamity that 
has befallen Bengal today, we may deride the over-dramatisation of the 
situation, and still we are left with a residue of truth grim in its realism. 
I, Sir, stand here as a representative of an infinitesimal section of the 
millions of India, perhaps less affected, but nevertheless struggling, and 
feeling in no small way, the pinch of high prices and the unprecedented 
rise in the cost of living that obtains in Calcutta. Like others, we feel 
that with some foresight and a little detennination, and a desire to do, 
rather than merely debate, this sorrv situation need not have arisen — 
Blame? Whom shall we blame, and to what good, unless we can profit 
by the experience. The moment calls for action, action, action — action 
against vile hoarders, action against profiteers, action against the 
inefficient, the dilatory, the responsibility-shirker, the evader, the 
exploiter, the communalist, the partisan, the self-seeker — all these have, 
and are contributing to the dreadful toll of death and disease, caused 
mainly through starvation — against them there must be ruthless action — 
strong, swift action to save, to bring food, to bring medical aid, to grow 
more food, and to ensure its distribution in the right direction, and at 
prices people can pay. There is much more demanding attention, but 
these are, and must be, the immediate concern. If 1 close on a note of 
regret for the years that the locusts have eaten, it is not in a spirit of 
merely immning over the unredeemable past, but to point out that if things 
W'ere mismanaged in the past, in what we regard as normal conditions, 
what can we expect in the present abnormal state of affairs prevailing 
today? No piecemeal relief can hope to eft'ect mucdi; unless (xovernment* 
honestly attacks the question and gets really serious, there is no hope of 
things becoming better. The fixing of prices does no good at all, but 
rather makes commodities disappear altogether. When one considers that 
elusive political figures are brought to book when they become a menace 
to the good Government of the country, why the same search and unearth- 
ing of tho.se responsible for this disappearance of rice and foodstuffs does 
not have the same success, is rather a conjecture. As many of the previous 
speakers have had much to say about bribery and corruption, I will not 
refer to these malpractices that are hinted at, and openly denounced in the 
Press, but I would rather appeal to the Ministry to take strong measures 
against those who put themselves into the hands of the law. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Mr. President, Sir, I beg 
to support the motion moved by my honourable friend Mr. Lalit Chandra 
DaC^nd instead of repeating what he has said I generally endorse what he 
has said. Regarding the achievements of the Food Minister I would only 
ask what he has done since he assumed office. There is a proverb that the 
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proof of pudding is in the eating : but what do we find ? We find that when 
the present Ministers took office the price of rice was Bs. 22 per maund; 
but it has now reached the figure of more than Rs. 40, and today in 
Calcutta rice is probably not avaUable at any price at all, and the black 
market is ‘charging Rs. 60 for a maund of rice today. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Can you name any such black market? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Please do not interrupt 
me. It is for the Hon’ble Minister and not for you to put questions. 
First of all, he began with a propaganda that there is no food shortage here 
in Bengal. Then he said that rice was under the taktoposh. But the whole 
of Bengal was combed and no appreciable quantity of rice was found to 
help us in this distress. After all, what has he done for his supporters to 
say like what my friend Khan Sahib Abul Quasem has said in his 
speech 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: What did I say? 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: You ought to be more 
attentive. I believe from what he has said that he would have made a 
fine Propaganda Minister for his party instead of being Minister for Civil 
Supplies. As a Propaganda Minister he would have out-Goebbelled 
Goebbels of Germany. As stated in the statement of the Hon’hle Finance 
Minister, he has usliered in a huge department — the Department of Civil 
Supplies — at a cost of Rs. 31 lakhs, out of whicli half is required to meet 
the cost of the additional staff first engaged in June last for the purpose of 
the combined anti-hoarding drive and census of foodstuffs throughout the 
province and since retained to supervise the work of the food committees 
brought into being at that time. But we were given to understand that the 
existing officers and voluntary workers will do the work without entailing 
heavy cost on the Exchequer of tlie Government. We find now that Rs, 15^ 
•lakhs have been spent for his department. Another point, Sir, about the 
appointment of Mr. N. M. Khan, i.c.s. This gentleman has been appointed 
to do what? Just to see that wheat that is coming from Punjab to Bengal; 
and for this purpose a highly salaried officer of the status of Mr. Khan has 
been appointed. Probably it is a reward for .the notoriety he had gained in 
Midnapore 

The Hoil*bl6 Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: An excellent work was done 
by him there. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: You being a person of 
that district you ought to be ashamed of saying so 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Chakraverti, you better confine yourself to the 
point at issue. 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: What I want to drive 
at is that the appointments in the Department of Civil Supplies are 

Mr. PR E8 1 D ENT I Make your observations general. 
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Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTIS All right, Sir. What I 
wanted to say is that unnecessarily high-salaried officers are appointed in * 
this department. I am inclined to think tliat the Civil Supplies Department 
may be divided into two parts, and there ought to be two organisations— -one 
for the purpose of procuring food and another for the purpose of distribu- 
tion. So far as the work of procuring is concerned, it is necessary that high 
officials should be appointed; as for distribution, many big persons are 
willing to volunteer their services for this purpose: men like Justice Ameer 
Ali, Justice S. R. Das and other important men are willing to devote 
their time to the work of distribution: there are many Parliamentary 
Secretaries of the Council and the Assembly, members of the Legislature 
and various other officers of Government — members of the Corporation — 
these persons will no doubt help in the work of distribution. If the 
Hon’ble Minister had gone into this matter carefully and properly, then the 
matter could have been done with the least possible expenditure and the 
amount thus saved could have been spent for the relief of the persons in 
distress for whom the department stands. Another point that I want to 
make out is that our Hon’ble Mr. 4Suhrawardy always sheds tears for lack 
of co-operation on the part of the Opposition and the public. Sir, we 
always wanted to offer the hand of co-operation but what we found was 
that at each meeting that we attended the whole object which the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Supplies seemed to have in view was to see us 
sitting before him in prayerful silence and hearing his peroration about 
his exploits. Nothing else was done, no committee has been formed and 
we were not taken into confidence as to what was being done. Sir, 
even the members of his own party have some complaints in this 
respect. As for the conduct of the Government officers who have been 
mentioned on the floor of this House by responsible gentlemen, we have 
seen in the papers of today (2drd September, 1943), and also yesterday 
that two officers have been arrested. Sir, this goes to show that there 
is corruption going on. vSir, while the last Fazlul Huq Ministry was in 
office this very Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy was always trying to make out 
that there was corruption in his administration, but, Sir, may 1 ask why 
the same thing is being perpetrated in the present regime also? 

(At this stage, the member reached his time-limit.) 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Sir, it is human nature that when we 
are in adversity — and at the present moment there is no doubt that we are 
in dire adversity — we fall foul of one another. We hear criticisms all 
around us. The atmosphere in the country is surcharged with criticisms 
most of which are unjust and unrea.sonable. But what pains me to see is 
that the criticism emanating even from the literate sections, if I may say 
80, has been malicious. I deprecate this attitude of the critics in a matter 
in which we are vitally concerned. In my opinion we should put all our 
politics on the shelf and join together in trying to give relief to the people 
where relief is very necessary. Sir, it is our misfortune that Bengal haa 
too much of politics. Here you cannot do anything without politics. If it 
is relief work, there must be politics; if it is rationing, there most be' 
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criticisms on political lines. As I liave said already, tliftt unless we are 
‘free from these defects it will he very difficult to do anything really good 
for the country. I have heard complaints against the present Ministry and 
particularly against the Food Minister. Although I belong to the 
Ministerial Party — and I believe that party affiliation requires unstinted 
loyalty ahd support, — I am not one of those who will support any 
Minister or any measure if I know that the Minister is in the wrong and 
that everything is not over-board. But when I support Mr. Suhrawardy in 
this matter of food, I do so because I am fully convinced that he has been 
doing his best, working very hard and with intelligence and energy to try 
to solve the very serious problem of food shortage in Bengal. Of course, it 
does not follow that in spite of his industry and energy he has been able to 
achieve that amount of success which he deserves; there are circumstances 
which stand in the way of such achievement. As a matter of fact, critics 
who come mostly from the Opposition side, who had been supporters of the 
previous Ministry, do not realise the -chaos and confusion in which the whole 
situation was left when the Ministry changed hands and which had to be 
surmounted before anything useful could be done by the present Ministry. 
Sir, a complaint has been made that in the beginning Mr. Suhrawardy said 
that there was no shortage at any time ; but. Sir, who spread that idea in the 
hrst instanced As has been repeated so often, it was the Premier of the 
previous Government himself who at a Conference in Delhi said that 
there would not be any serious shortage in Bengal, and if left alo^ie she 
would be able to manage her affairs. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: But it was immediately contradicted 
by him. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Well, we do not believe his contra- 
diction. Whenever Mr. Fazlul Huq makes a statement he invariably 
contradicts it; so we believed neither his statement nor his contradiction. 
Everybody knows that the success of the scheme depends on a proper 
procurement of supplies and its distribution. But what was the policy of 
procurement followed by the last Ministry? What happened during 
their regime? 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: Sir, is this point relevant 
to the motion under discussion, viz., what happened during the regime of 
the last Ministry and what will be done by the present Ministry? _ 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: The policy of procurement that had 
been followed before was extremely defective. As a matter of fact, what 
was done at the time? First of all, rice was purchased by an agent of 
Oovernment who was appointed by that Ministry, not by this -Ministry; at 
the same time Government official agents were appointed, and thirdly, there 
were the industrialists, ' who were afraid that if they did not have proper 
stocks, their industry would come to an end. Therefore, a triangular 
competition was witnessed among Government’s official agents, other agents 
appointed by Government and the industrialists ; and this led to the rise in 
price of rice. Then, after that under pressure of non-official opinion in the 
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Legislature, the purchase of rice was tie-controlled and permits were given 
for export and import of rice from one district to another. This granting 
of permits, for obvious reasons, militated against real freedom of action. If 
at that time Government had fixed the price at which people could buy rice, 
then a lot of mischief would have been avoided ; but that was never done by 
the past Ministry. Then, some of the honourable members have criticised 
the policy of price-control. I am afraid they do not realise what the real 
effect would have been if the price.s had not been controlled before the 
purchase of aun and anuin crops which we expect very shortly. Before 
the control order was passed, the price was going up and every one com- 
plained against the Ministry that prices were going up, people were unable 
to buy rice at Rs. 40 or Rs. 45 a maund and the Ministry were doing 
nothing. Now that the price has been controlled, you complain that 
because the price has been controlled no rice and other foodgrains are to 
be had. Well, you cannot have both ways. As a matter oLfact, w’hen the 
prices were controlled, I expected that the supplies would go underground; 
but w'ho were the persons who suffered for that? What is the percentage of 
people who could buy rice at Rs. 45 a maund? I do not think it is more 
than 20 per cent, of the population. So, 80 per cent, could not in any cnse 
buy rice at Rs. 45 a maund. For them, rice at such an exorbitant price 
would be the same as if rice did not exist in Bengal. That was the reason 
why price-control was necessary. You have seen what is the effect of 
control. It may not be available everywhere; but wherever it is available, 
it is being sold at a reasonable price. Then, Sir, it is very easy to blame 
Government. But may I ask what co-operation Government received from 
us? We complain about the black market which 1 call blackmail market 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA GHAKRAVERTI: Our cooperation has 
not been accepted. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: I am explaining : people like us go 
to a Tiioodi's shop and ask for rice : if you do not get it from the shop you 
go to the black market and pur<'hase rice at Rs. 45 or Rs. 50 a maund, as my 
friend Mr. Chakraverti has said. You buy rice at Rs. 00 per maund and are 
satisfied that your children would be fed : you have no consideration for 
your neighbours. Instead of purchasing rice at Rs. 45 or Rs, 50 a maund, 
why don’t you inform the police and prosecute the men who aie selling in 
the black market. It is very easy to say — why Government are not dealing 
with the profiteers and dishonest shopkeepers? But Government is not 
omnipotent and unless you helj) them in detecting the profiteers, how is it 
possible for them to check these men. Another thing, Sir. Comparison has 
been made with other provinces. You cannot compare the condition of 
Bengal with any other province. Mr. Roy Chowdhury has compared the 
condition of Bihar with Bengal. My friend does not understand that^ the 
condition of a deficit province cannot be compared with that of a surplus 
province. Here in Bengal the condition is otherwise. In Bihar they have 
surplus and they can afford to send the surplus; because they have surplus, 
they have plenty, thej' can manage their affairs well. So it is no use com- 
paring Bengal with any other province. Another thing which I often hear 
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and today I have heard again (here the member reached time-limit and was 
allowed to proceed) about the promulgation of section 93 in this province. 
I cannot understand how any public man can recommend such a course. 
Don’t you realise that promulgation of section 93 will mean that we are 
unfit to rule in our own province when a serious and complicated situation 
arises. Therefore, to say that this Government or the previous Government 
should be managed by the officials is a slur of which everybody should 
be ashamed. 

Reference to under-milling and the licensing of mills which has been 
made by the European group has my whole-hearted support. As a matter 
of fact, in the report of the All-India Food Policy Committee also you will 
find a recommendation that rice should be under-milled as is being done in 
Madras. Sir, lastly, I was also amused that my friend on the other side 
referred to the rosy appearance of Mr. Suhrawardy. He probably does not 
realise that people may have worries but if their conscience is clear and if 
they have the satisfaction that they have done a good day’s job, they may 
have sound sleep and do not lose their sleep. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Sir, Bengal has now to all 

intents and purposes been saddled with miseries the like of wiiich has not 
been seen or heard of in its history and in the midst of such tragedy, — when 
thousands are daily dying on the pavements and in the open fields, in the 
boats and trains, — we should not lose our time here on criticisms which we 
have been hearing in this House and elsewl)ere purely on party lines. The 
Opposition has been overpowered with a sense of frustration in that they 
are not in office. Though they are not in office they should give co-opera- 
tion to the present Government in tackling a national crisis like this. They 
must not forget that co-operation is possible in a system of Government in 
which one party remains in office and another remains in Opposition. It 
seems that so far as the present Government is concerned, the Opposition 
cannot reconcile itself to their position. Their conduct only shows that they 
can co-operate with other parties only when they are in office and non-co- 
operate when they are in opposition. Sir, 1 will not detain the House by 
replying to criticisms made on purely party lines except by saying that if 
anybody is responsible for this crisis in Bengal, they alone have contributed 
to most of our difficulties. Mr. Haridas Mazumdar has very glibly made 
a statement as to what the Bihar Government has done; he has said that as 
early as January, 1943, the Bihar Government took courage in both hands 
and began to purchase here for emergency. Mr. Mazumdar says that 
Bengal Government was criminally negligent in that way. He has forgotten 
that the present Government came into office long after the harvesting 
season of January last. Sir, his main purpose as well as that of the mover 
pf the resolution is to create difficulties for the Government in the province. 
They have created difficulties in the past and they are detemined to create 
difficulties at present by false propaganda throughout the length and breadth 
of India only to gain party advantage. Sir, but for the mal-administratioh 
of the last Government the Opposition would not have been in possession of 
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any material to make their false propaganda. They have found fault with 
Mr. Suhrawardy for saying in a pamphlet in May and June last that there . 
was no shortage of rice in Bengal. But, Sir, he has repeatedly declared on 
the floor of the House that he did so in order to reassure the public and to 
put heart in them regarding the stock position, thus creating an atmosphere 
against panic which might lead to hoarding and profiteering. But he does 
not remember that in a serious conference attended by different provincial 
Mini.sters and the Members of the Government of India, Mr. Fazlul Huq, 
the then Chief Minister, solemnly declared that there was no shortage of rice 
in Bengal. Sir, I will appeal to them not to discus.s this matter ou party 
lines any longer. The less it is discussed on those lines, the better will it 
be for the province. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das and his great leader Mr. Fazlul 
Huq have told the world that a mere declaration of famine in Bengal 
will solve all the troubles, as the Government of Bengal will be forced to 
feed everybody if the Famine Code is applied. Sir, wduit does he mean by 
“Famine Code’’? A Famine Relief Act is there; official instructions might 
be issued how to deal with famine; but there is no legal duty cast on 
anybody to meet the situation. Mere declaration of famine gives you the 
right to use the sum of Rs. 12^ lakhs that is provided by the Famine 
Insurance Fund. But, 8ir, do my friends know what the Government of 
Bengal has already spent and is going to spend? We are in the midst of 
a tragedy. Thousands of persons are dying, and it is no exaggeration to 
say that while we are quarrelling here, people are expiring by thousands in 
the cities and villages of Bengal. Looking under the UikUiposhes or at our 
stores and store-rooms will not give the assistance we need. The United 
Nations are fighting for freedom but for whose freedom? They are fighting 
at the cost of thousands of lives in Bengal, and I submit that this tragedy 
has, to a large extent, been created by their operations. Sir, we hear that 
20 to 30 ships containing luxury goods hy what are called “liberty ships” 
are going to come to this country from America and England laden with 
razor blades and other luxury goods for the benefit of the traders and 
exporters. But, Sir, could not these ships be freed for carrying foodstuffs 
for the CO million starving people of Bengal? Those ships are not available 
for this all-important purpose but they can be employed in bringing to this 
country blades and other goods while the people are dying for want of 
food. 30 ships can bring in one trip — three hundred thousand tons each — 
suflicient to tide over the October and November crisis, together with what 
we are likely to get in India. The United States of America and the 
British Government are wholly responsible for ma.ssing such huge armies 
on the battlefront in Eastern India. They have created great diflttculties 
of transport which plays no mean part in intensifying the crisis. The 
huge army of workers — all drafted from outside are living on the foodstuffs 
which would otherwise have been available to the people of the province. 
They have acquired large tracts of cultivable fields for defence work, thus 
encroaching upon their productive capacity. In diverse ways, therefore, 
they have contributed to this most distressing situation. It does not lie in 
their mouth to say now that it is not their concern and throw the entire 
responsibility upon the unequal shoulders of the provincial Government. 
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Mfi PRESIDEHTi Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdlmry, you are proceed- 
. ing on dangerous lines. You must remember that you are now criticising 
a foreign Government. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: Yes, Sir, these foreign 
Governments are responsible for our miseries and our deaths and therefore 
they deserve criticisms. No decorum should stand in the way of my 
criticising them in this way to awaken in them their sense of duty by us. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But it is against the rules of this House, and you 
should give up this line of argument. 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWDHURY: All right, Sir. Therefore, I 
appeal to the foreign Governments to apply and divert some of the huge 
resources they have got at least partly to remove this gigantic burden off 
the shoulders of the provincial Government. So far as the Government of 
Bengal’s policy is concerned, they should also divert the whole of their 
energy towards the solution of this problem at least to the extent that lies 
in their power. There is one other thing. Sir. Usually, the permanent 
officials of Government play a greater part in these things, in the carrying 
out of Government’s policy when it is enunciated and put into operation. 
No scheme of Government can be worked with success without their 
co-operation. But I am very sorry to say that permanent officials have in the 
present grave crisis been very indifferent and corruption runs rampant among 
them. There are many good paper schemes which could have done great 
service and given relief to us if properly worked out, but they have all 
foundered because the permanent officials did not extend the co-operation 
which the administration has a right to expect from them. Sir, corruption 
must be stamped out and there must be a crusade against corruption. It is 
this corruption which is greatly responsible for the existence of the black 
market, the concealment of stocks and the disappearance of rice on the 
promulgation of the price-control order. For this purpose, the detective 
force at the disposal of the department should be increased and all the 
attention of the department should be directed towards that object and 
each individual officer should be instructed to see that he plays the part 
necessary in this tragic time. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit and 
resumed his Seat.) 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJJ: Mr. President, Sir, I rise 
to support the motion moved by my friend Mr. Lalit Chandra Das. I am 
very sorry that a good deal of irrelevancy has crept in in eulogizing one 
party and in blaming another. 

Now, Sir, coming to the original motion, I consider that the most 
important part of the resolution will be found in the last three lines, 
namely, “This Council is further of opinion that the Government should 
declare Bengal a famine area and take upon itself the responsibility of 
feeding the destitute.” Unfortunately, Sir, I find that there is a good deal 
of misapprehension in the minds of the honourable members of this House 
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as to its effect and to the legal implications of the declaration of famine in 
the province of Bengal at the present time. In this connection, I would 
refer the honourable members to the position which the present Food 
Minister stated on the 10th March when he was in the Opposition. He 
said at that time that Bengal was in the midst of famine conditions. On 
the 19th July when in this House the Food matter was discussed, in ray 
speech I insisted that Bengal should be declared a famine area 
and provisions of the Famine Code should be applied. What was 
the reply given by the Hon’hle Minister}' I may be permitted to read from 
his speech the relevant portion. He said, “My friend, Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Mukherji, wants that Bengal should be declared a famine area; as 
if by the mere decdaration of Bengal as a famine area the problem would 
be solved and the people will be saved from starvation. If on mere declara- 
tion of Bengal as a famine area the problem is solved, 1 am ready to 
declare it a hundred times. Unfortunately, mere declarations will not do. 
We have got to take certain steps to meet the situation. No kind of 
declaration on paper, no flamboyant statement will do. My friend has 
asked me to apply the Bengal Famine Code. The circumstances of this 
distress are so peculiar that even the -application of the Famine Code will 
not do, although the principle underlying the Famine Code will certainly 
help to solve the problem.” 

I would ask the honourable members of this House to say what expecta- 
tions were held out by the Hon’ble Minister in the above declaration. Was 
it not expected that he was going to provide for relief more liberally than 
in the Famine Code? 1 do not think that the Hon’ble Minister is not aware 
of the provisions of the Famine Code. But it is necessary for me to refer 
to certain aspects of the Famine Code which most of the members are not 
aware of. There are certain conditions under which famine is declared 
under the Famine Code and we have it from the Hon’hle Minister himself 
that the conditions of Bengal are worse than the conditions required for the 
application of the Famine Code. Now, Sir, what are the provisions of the 
Famine Code as to relief? Under section 160 and section 183 of the Famine 
Code, adult dependants are to receive 12 chhittak's male and 10 chhittaks 
female and non-working children should have 8 chhittaks food : 8 chhittaks 
for male children and 8 chhittaks for females. But what is the provision 
made by the Hon’ble Minister for the children and people of Bengal? 

Now, Sir, the provision which he has made in the in.structions issued 
to the Government officers is that gruel would be prepared under the super- 
vision and guidance of Government officers and that it should consist of 2 
chhittaks of rice, ^ chhittak of dal and sufficient quantity of water. With 
regard to the workers, he has made provision that the man who is to work 
should get a wage which would give him 12 chhittaks of rice. The Famine 
Code states that a man should get 16 chhittaks of rice for himself and 
12 chhittaks each for his family members. But the Hon’ble Minister has 
not sanctioned the quantity that is prescribed in the Famine Code, and 
what he has sanctioned is not even sufficient to keep out the distressed from 
the pangs of hunger in the case of an adult man for more than a couple of 
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hours out of the *24 hours that he has to live. Now^ Sir, in the revised 
statement the Hon’ble Minister wants to give 6 chhittaks of rice per day 
and this only after severe criticisms by the people and after thousands of 
people have died from the effects of the gruel composed of 2 chhittaks of 
rice and half a chhittak of dal with sufficient quantity of water. 

Sir, there is another aspect of the matter which has been lost sight of. 

Owing to famine conditions prevailing in Bengal there is a deficit of 7 crores 
of rupees, so far as the Bengal Provincial Budget this year is concerned, 
and out of this 7 crores we find that 3 crores and 52 lakhs is due to famine 
condition in Bengal. At page 390 of the Budget you will find, Sir, 
that 3 crores and 52 lakhs is deficit because of the famine condition 
of Bengal. Now', let us see wdiat is the effect of the provisions of 

the Famine Code. With regard to the provisions in the budget for a famine 
area it has been provided in the Famine Code that if a famine is 

declared the whole expenditure will have to be charged to the Famine 
Funds; but if famine w'as not declared, then the expenses are to go under 
the head Civil Works and Miscellaneous Works (vide section 280, Famine 
Code). That means that this province will remain bankrupt for several years 
hereafter and will have to clear up the deficit of 7 crores from the general 
revenues subsequently. This aspect of the matter has been lost sight of 

Mr. HAMIDUL HUQ CHOWOHURY: I ask what is his relevant 
authority for the Famine Code from whose provisions he is citing? 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Bead and then you will know. Your 
knowledge is limited. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: I therefore submit that it 
is essential as stated in the resolution itself that Bengal should be declared 
a famine area and the provisions of the Famine Code should be 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Your time is up, Mr. Mookerjee. You must 
resume your seat now. There are other speakers, as you know. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: There may be other 
speakers; what I must say is that 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot allow you to proceed further. Bai 
Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: On a point of privilege, Sir. 
I have ascertained various facts from my tours in many districts with regard 
to the acute condition now prevailing and my point of privilege is that I 
want to inform the House and also the Hou’ble Minister with regard to the 
matters I have ascertained. It is a very serious matter. Sir. 

The Hon’lHlt Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: May I make a request to 
the honourable member, Sir? I shall be happy to receive the information 
that he wants to impart to me at any other time, if it is not possible for him 
to do so now. 
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Mr. lANKIM CHANDRA MUKHER4II Sir, the other day I went to 

flee the Hon’ble Minister in his office; I sent my card but he was busy with 
hifl work, what work I do not know, but I saw him coming out with his pet 
dog. I got him on the way and I wanted to speak to him with regard to a 
serious matter 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now that Mr. Suhrawardy has promised to receive 
further information and listen to your suggestions, will you please take 
your seat and let the Rai Bahadur speak? 

The Hon’hle Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir. it is a very unfair 
statement that the honourable member has made. If I was unable to see 
him, it must be because I was very busy with my work at the time. If the 
honourable member takes that sort of attitude towards me, then all I can 
say is that it is not an attitude of co-operation. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: If I sit down, 1 do so with a 
protest that I have not been allowed to say what I wanted to say. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJEE: Mr. President, Sir, 
the heart-rending scenes of jirivation and misery, starvation and death that 
meet one's eyes at all hours of the day and night in the streets of Calcutta 
and in the mufassil bring to one’s mind the stern fact that there is no 
Government in this province. The situation in the country-side is still more 
appalling. The sufferings of the i)eo])le in the rural areas beggar all 
description. Those of us in this House who have seen the conditions of life 
at present prevailing in the villages must admit that nothing but organised 
relief work and a steady supply of foodstuffs can save Bengal’s millions 
from death. 

Sir, one can get in cities like Calcutta and Dacca medical aid and the 
benefit of canteens and gruel kitchens but to whom will the village people 
turn tor succour in their hour of distress? The villages of Bengal are ‘ 
mostly inhabited by the poorer classes and the sufferings of the middle class 
families in particular know mo hounds. It is this class of people who have 
been the worst affected by the present situation. They <‘annot resort to 
street begging for a morsel of food or a piece of cloth and the only alter- 
native for them is to submit to the inevitable decree of Fate. 

Sir, soon after his elevation for the second time to the Ministerial Gadi 
six months ago, our present Food Minister proclaimed with a great fanfare 
of trumpets that he was determined to bring down the price of rice and to 
ensure a regular supply of foodgrains all over Bengal. He blatantly 
accused the previous Ministry of supineness and indifference and we were 
led to believe that the Hon’ble Sir Naziinuddin and his colleagues would 
succeed in ushering in the millennium to this country. It would not perhaps 
be out of place to mention in this connection that the price ruling in the 
market before my friends opposite assumed charge of office was, if I 
remember aright, Rs. 14 per maund and within six months of their steward- 
ship it had gone up to Rs. 42 per maund — that is, three time.s the price at 
which rice was selling early in March last! Sir, the Hon’ble Mr. Suhra- 
■*^rdy must be a robust optimist, otherwise he would not hate ventured to 
10 
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make a declaration which has ultimately proved to be “full of sound and 
fury signifying nothing”. May I enquire of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister, — I do not find him in his seat at the present moment, — whether 
there are convincing data to show that as a result of the sale of the essential 
foodstuffs to the Government employees and the public at concession rates, 
the loss incurred by Government amounts to not less than Rs. 31 crores, — 
crores on account of sales to the public alone as pointed out by the Hon’ble 
Minister in his Budget statement? May I ask the Hon’ble Minister for 
Civil Supplies how long was the price level maintained at Rs. 15 per 
maund, as adumbrated ih many of his speeches and how many people were 
able to take advantage of it? Have any correct records been kept in the 
mufassil centres to justify the estimate that the sale of rice and other 
articles of food to the public at concession rates cost the Government 21 
crores of rupees? I pause for a reply. 

Sir, I hope I am not crying in the wilderness. The Hon’ble the Minister 
of Civil Supplies is inattentive. He is moving about the Chamber and not 
listening to my speech. Sir, it was asserted by certain honourable members 
during the Budget discussion that the present crisis was due to the exigen- 
cies of the war. I join issue with those who hold a contrary opinion. It 
is to my mind undeniable that the situation has been partially brought 
about by war conditions. There are other factors also which are responsible 
for the present state of things and among these may be mentioned the loss 
of Burma which used to supply one-fifth of our country’s needs, profiteer- 
ing, transport difficulties and last but not the least, the denial policy 
followed by the Government in Bengal. 

Sir, I am not one of those who believe in mud-slinging. I do not think 
any useful purpose will be served by mutual recriminations. The situation 
is such as to demand the unstinted co-operation of all sections of the people 
irrespective of their political creed, caste or colour. 

Sir, we meet today under the shadow of a dire catastrophe. We have 
only heard of the great famine of 1770 which, according to admitted 
authorities, resulted in the devastation and depopulation of one-third of 
Bengal. A reference to Hunter will reveal the fact that there is a family 
likeness between some of the factors responsible for the present crisis and 
those that led to the famine of 1770. ' Profiteering is .doubtless one of the 
main causes which is still going on undetected and unchecked. It is no use 
punishing an ordinary shop-keeper for selling a small quantity of rica, 
sugar or kerosine oil at rates higher than the controlled rates. Get hold of 
the big dealers and bring them to book. They are like vampires sucking 
the life-blood of the people. I cannot believe for a moment that the 
Government is powerless in this matter. I cannot induce myself to believe 
that Government through the men of the secret services, such as the Special 
Branch of the Police, the Intelligence Branch and the Crinainal Investiga- 
tion Department, are unable to unravel the mystery that surrounds the whole 
affair. Sir, allegations were made the other day by my friend Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi Abdul Momin and others of bribery and corruption againet 
Government officials. I think every word of what they said was true# My 
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personal experience is 'bitter in this respect. I can cite scores of instances 
to show how under the protection of the police the profiteers have escaped 
conviction in a court of law and how owing to their connivance the 
dishonest dealer is thriving at the cost of the tax-payer. In a big inufassil 
city, the supervision of sale of commodities at controlled rates and the 
prevention of the surreptitious removal of stocks have been entrusted to the 
civic guards. They have at times to perform this duty at all hours of the 
day and night under trying conditions and at great sacrifices of their time 
and comfort. Under the orders of the local authorities the civic guards 
have to inform the police for the seisure of any big stock of foodstuffs in 
order to prevent their sale in bulk or at rates higher than those fixed by 
Government. Each such detection by the civic guards is followed by a 
G.D. entry in the police-station. Thereupon, the police appear and seize 
the stuff. The normal course for the police to adopt in such cases is to 
hold a formal enquiry and send up the accused for trial. But the fact is 
that in a majority of cases the traders are allowed to escape scot-free on the 
ground that their intention is hoiia fide^ whereas those that ar^ prosecuted on 
an apparently unrebuttable evidence come out unscathed, the evidence being 
so manipulated as to end in an acquittal. Sir, this is what is happening 
in the mufassil areas. If the guardians of law and order on whom the peace 
and security of the country depend adopt foul means and protect culprits 
in the manner indicated, we do not know what is in store for the people of 
this hapless country 

(Here the honourable member reached the time-limit and resumed his 
.seat.) 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir, may 1 read the statement 
which my honourable friends Khan Sahib Abul Quasem and Mr. Hamidul 
Huq Chowdhury wanted? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Mo, Mr. Mukherji, you have already been allowed 
more time than is your due, and it would not be in keeping with the 
practice of the House to allow you further time to read the statement. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Mr. President, Sir, I have listened 
to this debate with great interest. Sir, it would seem from the speeches 
delivered by members of the ()p[)osition that their chief complaint is that 
the present Council of Ministers does hot consist of angels and supermen. 
Their complaints and criticisms boil down to this that this present Council 
of Ministers, — particularly the Minister in charge of Food, — are not 
miracle-workers. Sir, it is an unfortunate situation which has befallen 
this province of ours. To blame the present Government alone which came 
into power only about six months ago for this situation and not the previous 
Ministry who were in office for about 15 months and who left everything in 
a mess, is simply the height of partisanship and party fanaticism. Sir, 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti and Mr. Haridas Mazumdar expatiated on 
the great beauty, the great excellence, the great delight of things that 
prevail in provinces now under section 93 of the Government of India Act. 
These gentlemen and their compatriots of the Congress, following their 
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great leader, only about a year ago asked the Britis'h to quit India. Now 
they end their great leader by whom they swear in season and out of season 
declared that he would rather welcome anarchy than the present adminis- 
tration, are asking that the British should take over the Government of ail 
the Indian provinces including Bengal. That, Sir, is their idea of freedom 
and independence. Now the cat is let out of the bag. They are so much 
imbued with malice and jealousy against the present Council of Ministers 
and their supporters that they would even welcome the autocratic adminis- 
tration of the British people, — a pure and simple unallowed British 
administration, — rather than an administration carried on by their own 
countrymen with the help of the elected Legislature. ^ 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Is the member entitled 
to use these words — that members are malicious? 

Mr. PRESIDENT* No. I think he should not impute any motive to 
any honourable member. 

Mr. NACENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H : Should he not withdraw 
that word, then? 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Sha^h MUHAMMAD JAN: The honourable 
member cannot open his mouth without abusing others. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: May I draw your attention 
to a distinction in this matter? A memsjer may be wrong in saying that 
an honourable member is malicious in his statement; but would he be out 
of order if he said that a particular political party is imbued with malice 
against the Ministry? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If he makes a general statement like that, then 
1 do not think he is out of order; but if he imputes motives to a particular 
member of the H(Uise, then he is out of order, 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, what 1 said I will repeat. It is 
malic^e which actuates the opponents of the present Government, particularly 
the Oppositit»n, when they suggest that administration under the operation 
of section Dd would be better. That is their idea of independence 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would advise you not to indulge in reflections on 
a particular individual. You may criticise the Opposition as a whole. 

AlhadJ Khan Bihadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: They are always 
prone to criticise personalities. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Alhadj Khan Bahadur Shaikh 
Muhammad Jan, the great protagonist of national freedom and independence, 
a leader who has no following among Mussulmans, need not interrupt, 
because I am not casting reflections on any particular individual. 

Khan Sahib Mauivi WAHIDUZZAMAN: But you should not be allowed 
to proceed in the fashion you are doing. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEMl Yes, I will go on in my way, Ehan 
Sahib Wahiduzzaman, notwithstanding. To resume, Sir, Govemasant 
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by officiBls of the Indian Civil Service alone would be welcome to my 
friends in the Opposition and they would not have anything to do with the 
advice and control of their countrymen and elected members of the legisla- 
ture, because the latter belong to a party which is obnoxious to them. 
Their idea is not so much to help the people out of this impasse as to get 
this Government out of power somehow or other. They are not out to solve 
the food problem but to drive out this Government somehow or other. 
Therefore, the less said about their mentality, the better. Mr. Lalit 
Chandra Das has suggested — as though it was a siiggestion for which 
everybody was waiting expectantly — that if Bengal is declared a famine 
area, then food would at once drop like manna from heaven in immeasurable 
(juantities, as if by magic. 

Now, Sir, this suggestion, this originality cannot be matched. 
Supposing Government had accepted responsibility, arising out of declaration 
of famine — has any Government anywhere in the world ever succt'cded 
in disfdiarging its responsibility fully when it has to fight against 
incabulable odds^ But human nature being as it is, every .sensitive 
person feels shocked at the death of anybody from starvation. But, Sir, 
all the same, in the ordinary times in the province of Bengal do not the 
people die of starvation — do not people die from the effects of flood and 
epidemics and from preventible disease.sl'' Don’t you know that u large 
section of our people are always on the border line of starvation in the 
ordinary times? When there are epidemics do not peo])lc die in spitp of 
the best efforts of the Government? Can you prevent them? Here is a 
situation which, I should say, is a calamity of an unprecedented nature and 
magnitude and if every one of us is really anxious that these 
preventible deaths should not occur, let us give tlie Government our whole- 
hearted co-operation. Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti said that in the 
black market rice is selling at Bs. 40, Rs. 50 and Rs. GO a maund. If that 
is so, it is his duty as a citizen and a member of the Council tp 
bring si>ecific cases to the notice of the authorities. And unless it is brought 
to the notice of Government, how can they deal with them? Government 
is not a machine. If you want the.se malpractic’es to be properly dealt with, 
it is the duty of everyone to bring the cases of nialpracti<'e to the notice of 
the proper authorities, so that proper action may be taken. Unless you do 
that, how can you expect a remedy? Mere vague general assertions will 
not do. It will not do simply by declaring that rice is selling in the black 
market at Rs. 60 a maund and so on and si) forth. I can understand what 
Mr. Mukherji said about the financial burden. But we want food and not 
money. Then again, Sir, the controlling system has been attacked because 
control has been introduced before providing for sufficient supplies. Khan 
Bahadur M, A. Momin has given an effective reply to that-;; — 

(Here the member reached time-limit and resumed his seat.) 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, the justification 
lo? the deaths of hundreds of people from starvation as explained by iny 
Iruid Mr. Abul Munsew— ^ 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Roy Chowdliury, I think sober and dignified 
speech creates mere impression in the House than excited speech, 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: All that I want to 
say was that no man in Bengal will say that these deaths caused by starva- 
tion are natural deaths, as deaths froin epidemics and deaths from 
diseases. I think, Sir, Mr. Quasem’s speech should be published in all 
papers and broadcast to inform the whole population that such a person, 
such a callous and heartless person, exists on the 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: This is malicious, Sir. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: It is not malicious 
at all. This is what every one will feel about your speech. It should be 
made known that this is what a representative of the people actually said in 
justification of thousands of deaths from starvation, namely, that these cases 
are natural cases of death similar to deaths due to epidemics 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: Sir, this is imputing motive, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As far as I have been able to follow him, I do not 
think he has imputed motive. But I would ask Mr. Roy Chowdhury again 
to make his remarks general. 

Mr. KRISHNA CHANDRA ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, in my humble 
opinion the food situation in the province is setting back the clock of 
civilisation at an alarming speed. Sir, it seems that the spirit of Satan is 
dealing fatal blows to the masses and the middle-classes. Deaths from 
starvation, disease and exhaustion in this city, the city of palaces are 
increasing' by leaps and bounds everyday, and appalling miseries among 
the masses and the middle-class people are rampant. Children are deserted 
by their parents and wives are deserted by their husbands. We have also 
seen in the interior that children, famished and dying, are being 
devoured by jackals. Children are fighting with dogs in picking up frag- 
ments of food from the Corporation dust-bins. Women are almost nude 
for want of cloth and frequent deaths of infants for want of milk in their 
mothers’ breast are very common scenes nowadays in the streets of Calcutta 
as well as in the interior. The day before yesterday I saw an 
infant was dead for want of nourishment and the mother was weep- 
ing, but not a single passerby had even expressed a word of consolation. 
I appealed in vain to my neighbours to spare 4 ounces of milk, out of 50 
ounces they consume per household, to save the life of individual infants 
who are fed on most unwholesome diets and succumb in their mothers’ arm. 
People have become callous to heart-rending sights. What has 
happened, I wonder, to those patriotic volunteers who cry Bande Mataram 
or MahatmorKi-Jai, and all those slogans of political freedom? Why they 
are not coming forward to help these destitutes who scramble daily 
to go to the control shops or to the free kitchens and who are unable to 
trace their dear ones? Sir, I do not exaggerate the pathetic incidents at 
all. What has happened to the patriotic bands of students? Could they 
not go round and collect old cloths to clothe the nude children and women ? 
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Sir, one of my friends, who was a Government officer and was drawing a 
fat pay, told nie day before yesterday that when he was taking his meal at 
10 o’clock in the night, a destitute boy Mas crying outside his house for 
food. He asked his servant to shut the gate and tell the boy to go aM'ay 
as he had no food to spare. Subsequently, the boy was found dead that 
very night in Bashbehari Avenue and w'as picked ui) by A.R.P. men. On 
hearing this my friend said, that he was conscience-struck. Sir, all 
these are caused by scarcity of one particular foodgrain, namely, 
rice. The Hon’ble the Minister of Food in his revised statement 
tried to make out or make us believe that the appalling shortage of rice 
was due to so many causes. Cause No. 1 is the failure of aw.< crop iu 1942. 
This is the statement that was recently broadcasted. The second 
cause is the failure of airum crop in 1942, and his third <*ause is the damage 
to crops by la'st year’s cyclone and of course the loss of Burma from Mffiich 
place rice used to be imported into India. I will show that his statement 
is not accurate or convincing at all or well founded. 

Members of this House would remember that in March last the then 
Minister of Agriculture, who had his brief supplied from the Statistical 
section of the Agriculture Department, told us that the production of the 
last winter crop was about normal and that the production of rice, according 
to his statistical statement, was also normal and was in the 
neighbourhood of 8 million tons. Mr. Pinnell, i.c.s., c.i.e., an officer who 
is considered to be more responsible than an average spokesman of the 
people, and the then Director of Civil Supplies, told up in meetings and 
discussions that we need not worry about rice, as his crop figures showed 
that the winter crop would he more or less normal. At the same time, he 
openly told us that there was profiteering and black marketing going on in 
the heart of the citj’^ and he was helpless. I have demolished the Hon’blc 
Minister’s point No. 1, viz., failure of crops in 1942. 

The second point is cyclone 'damage and natural calamity. It is true. 
Sir, but the damage was confined to a small portion in the 24-Parganais 
district and to some portion of the Midnapore district. But this — according 
to the information obtained from the crop reports — has affected less than 21 
per cent, of the total rice acreage of Bengal. The annual average — I am 
taking figures from the authoritative book of Sir Azizul Haque, “Man behind 
the Plough”, and this book gives statistics of rice crops for 25 years, from 
1911 to 1936, — and the average w’as 8*1 million tons including periods of 
damages to crops from floods, cyclones and insufficient rainfall. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit but was 
allowed one minute to finish his speech.) 

Sir, I will finish by reading a letter from the Hon’ble Minister, 
written to me on the 25th June. He writes in reply to my appeal iu very 
endearing language and addresses me as “My dear Krishna” and acknow- 
ledges receipt of my letter. I appealed to him in June for giving 
to a relief committee in Ballygunge in which I was interested, rice at 
controlled rates. He was very sweet in his letter of June, Sir. I wrote 
to him three more letters for supply of rice at controlled rate to a free 
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iatobea* but did not hear anything further from him since then. Has not 
this been done on political grounds, Sir? Is it not politics? Did he not 
ignore my appeal because I left his party for the time being? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H, 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May I say a word on the last 
remark of the last speaker? I think it is extremely unfair to me to suggest 
that I have ever made any difference and have not assisted anyone 
on the score of politicial affiliations. It is widely known that the 
greatest amount of assistance has been given by this Government to 
its politicial opponents, to political opponents who today are utilising 
the position in which Government has placed them, to attack the Govern- 
ment and to say that they are doing everything and Government is not 
doing anything. I can assure the House that whenever anyone has come 
forward to offer assistance to the people of this province-r-not only the 
Government as a whole but I personally have done everything in my power 
to help them. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KAB|R: Sir, may I know if the Hon’ble Minister 
has risen to make his final reply to the debate? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Yes. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR. In that case, I would bring to the notice of 
the Chair that there are many other members on this side of the House who 
would like to speak on this subject. Therefore, I would suggest that the 
Hon’ble Minister should postjame his reply till tomorrow or the day after 
to give an opportunity to others who feel very strongly on this food question. 
Having regard to the great importance of the subject, I think the attempt 
to .finish discussion on one day only is not justified, specially in view of the' 
fact that when Mr. Suhrawardy and his party were in the Opposition, 
Government at that time gave every facility. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tomon •ow is the non-official day. If the House and 
the Government agree, that can be arranged and the first hour tomorrow 
may be devoted to the Food discussion 

Th* Hon’bl# Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, if you are pleased to sit 
till 10 minutes to 12, I have an important meeting at 12. . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you finish your reply by 12 o'clock it will enable 
you to attend the meeting. But what about the suggestion for taking up 
the first hour tomorrow for Food discussion? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I have no objection 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is that the opinion of the House that we take the 
first hour tomorrow for Food discussion and then take up non-official 
business. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I submj|, Sir, that half an hour ma^ be 
given for Food question tomorrow, bei^iie tomorrow ia a 
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Ufa PRESIDENT: So many speakers have spoken on this question that 
it is proper that you should allow Government sufficient time to give a full 
reply : otherwise the debate becomes useless. All parties in this House 
are anxious to hear the Government point of view. So, we sit up to 5 
minutes to 12 today; and tomorrow I propose io sit a little later than usual. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, it is not my intention, in speaking on 
this important matter, to emulate the example of Khan Sahib A'bul Quasem 
and to introduce in this debate a degree of heat and excitement which does 
neither good to himself nor to any party in this House and certainly not 
to the hundreds of starving people in the streets. It is not iny intention 
to discuss the motion before the House from a party point of view, 
though unfortunately my friend Khan Sahih Ahul Quasem has done so in 
spite of his protestations to the contrary. I will only request him to 
remember in this connection that when this very question was discussed 
before, we tried to look at it from a non-party point of view, so much so 
that my friend Mr. Abul Quasem himself in his speech some six months 
ago was compelled to say that some of the speeches on the other side 
(meaning the Government side) looked almost like a censure on the Govern- 
ment. We were at that time on the Government side: but we did not 
spare them. I think the honourable members should not have forgotten 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEM: I Mea.se spare your seijoon. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, Mr. Quaaem has disturbed the House 
before and it is not proper for him to disturb the House again. 

Now, Sir, coming to the specific items for discussion, I do not w'ant 
to make a detailed criticism with regard to the causes of the distressing 
situation. But I should like to touch on one factor, namely, the present 
war. Some members said that it is a minor factor. But, Rir, the present 
situation is to a great extent due to the war conditions and the war situation 
‘ cannot be eliminated from the causes of our distress. For the last six 
months, both inside this House and outside, we suggested to the laat 
Government as well as to the present Government that they must press the 
Government of India and of the United Kingdom to abolish the distinc- 
tion between civil and military supply. The House will no doubt remember 
that we have repeatedly asked the Government to press the 
Government of India to abolish this distinction and, if necessary, to force 
them to provide adequate transport facilities, for the supply of food for 
civilian needs. If the Central Government are not prepared to co-operate 
with Bengal, I .suggest to the Bengal Government that they should force 
the hands of the Central Government by imposing octroi. But, I believe 
the Government of India are cx)-operating with the present Government. 
If the present Government is not satisfied with the co-operation that the 
Government of India is now giving to them, if the present Government 
thinks that even today transport facilities are not sufficient and that more 
transport facilities are required, they c»n use the same device of octwi 
aad fwco hhe Central Government to plaee more transport at the dispoetl 
of Nie fumiaat GevemMAent. 
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Sir, one of the main causes which has been referred to by speakers on 
the other side of the House as well as on this side is the existence of 
corruption. Sir, there is an English saying that the herring rots from 
the head, and unfortunately. Sir, in the present Governpient, corruption 
prevails everywhere : it exists even in the highest quarters. So, Sir, if the 
corruption is not rooted out at the top, a higher officer cannot stop the 
corruption that exists among his subordinates. When the subordinate 
officer will be taken to task, he will turn round and say that he is only 
following in the footsteps of his superior officer. Therefore, I would 
suggest to the present Government, as we have suggested to the past 
Government, that they must bring to book any officer who may be guilty 
of such corruption, whoever he may be and whatever his position either in 
the political world or in the social life of Bengal might be. I would 
suggest , to the present Government that unless corruption is checked at the 
root or at the source, they cannot stop it — once it spreads among the lower 
ranks. 

Again, Sir, there is so much talk about black markets. With regard 
to this, I would suggest that if Government keep the statistics of goods 
that come from different provinces as well as of the articles of food that 
are produced in this provintse, if they take the responsibility for feeding 
the people of the province, if they take the responsibility for procuring 
supplies of foodstuffs and their distribution to the different areas, if the 
whole market is stabilised and uniformised, — if I (*an coin the word, — then 
I think there will be no room for black markets. 

I submit. Sir, for the consideration of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
Civil Supplies that there has been a singular lack of co-ordination in the 
activities of the present Government. The Government had no clear 
picture before them when they launched the anti-hoarding drive to which 
the unfortunate people of Bengal have given the name of anti-food drive 
which took place in all the mufassil areas of Bengal in the 
month of June. But, Sir, at that time Calcutta and Howrah were left 
out and in 8i)ite of the reasons put forward by the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge, the people are not satisfied as to why Howrah and Calcutta were 
left out. Sir, even in this drive there was a singular lack of co-ordination 
which has been responsible to a large extent for the impasse in which 
we find ourselves at the present moment. Again, Sir, they showed their 
lack of a plan when they introduced different rates of prices of rice in the 
province on different dates. It was promulgated by the present Govern- 
ment that after September 10, the price of rice would be Es. 24 and after 
September 25, the price of rice would be Rs. 20. Sir, this interval of 
16 days destroyed altogether the equilibrium of the market. It did not 
allow the traders to increase their stocks or carry on normal trade. With 
the certainty that there would be a sudden alteration of price levels, all 
trade was practically at a standstill. Stocks do not arrive on the day of 
the order. Hence, how could a trader place an order on Hie 9th, when be 
knew that from the 10th there would be a different price? Sometimes an 
order is placed on, the 9th and the goods do not arrive till after the 25th. 
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Here tlie loss would be heavy and certain. Therefore, he does not take 
that risk. 1 am not talking only of wholesalers but also of retailers. These 
retailers were not able to place orders and therefore the market ran dry. 
Unsettlement of the market for l-j days is, therefore, the chief cause of 
shortage of supply. When there is this amount of hoarding and corrup- 
tion going on in this way, I would ask why is it that the Government 
who have a large Intelligence Branch, a Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment which goes into the houses of the people on all sorts of possible and 
impost ble pretexts, why cannot the Government find out these hoards ^ 
I believe some sort of food census was taken in June and it was subsequently 
applied to Calcutta and Howrah. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Your time is nearly up. Mr. Kabir. You. must 
therefore (*ut short your speech. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: All right, Sir, I ask why could not Govern- 
ment get hold of the stocks before the market suddenly ran dry? Unless 
there is stabilisation in the market, the traders cannot have any assurance 
of normal business and cannot go on with their business. Therefore, this 
lag of 15 days was a great mistake on the part of Goveimment. They 
should have made the purchases themselves and distributed the quantities 
in a normal manner to the different areas. 

About rationing in Calcutta, we find that there is going to be a change 
in the system. Sometime ago, an elaborate enumeration had taken place 
all over the city and we were told that rationing would be soon 
introduced. In fact, it was during the regime of the past Government 
that directions were given for rationing and we protested at the time that 
if Government witlumt making proper arrangements introduced rationing, 
they would be guilty of a grave mistake. They had not then completed 
their preparations and at the same time announced the introduction of the 
rationing system. It was, therefore, bound to lead to the black market, to 
disturbance of normnl trade and consequent sufferings by the people. 
The present Government is also following in the footsteps of its j)redece8sor 
in changing their plans from day to day. About two or three days ago, 
we saw in the papers that the old scheme which was on the basis of 
the family unit is going to be changed into one of individual units. 
Sir, what is the difference between the two? Is it for this reason that 
two Government officers were deputed to Bombay? Is it because in 
England this individual rationing system obtains? Is it exj)ected that 
on the introduction of rationing on the basis of the individual unit, every 
man, woman and child of a family will go to the shops and purchase 
things for himself or herself? If the messing unit were there, then I 
think rationing could be introduced much quicker than is expected under 
the new scheme. The whole thing may now have to be postponed, as 
another fresh enumeration would be necessary. I know that my time 
is up. I would, therefore, conclude by saying that the present Ministry — 
I do not deny that they have tried to do something — have made a wrong 
approach. They wdll be guilty of a grave offence and History, when it is 
impartially^ written, will not pardon them, because they declared that in 
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Bengal there was a aurplus of rice when as a matter of fact the Hon’ble 
Minister himself and his department and almost everybody knew that 
famine conditions were obtaining in the country. It was the obvious 
duty of Government to put every possible pressure on the Central Govern- 
ment and the British Government to bring supplies from outside. 
It was their obvious duty to declare Bengal a famine area. The House 
was also insistent on this. We all demanded that Bengal be declared a 
deficit province and supplies brought from surplus province.s, I believe 
the Hon’ble Minister will realise that he did a very great disservice to 
the country in not doing so and therefore our misery, and our sufferings are 
due to this initial mistake, this initial error committed by him as a result 
of which today in Bengal millions of people are starving. 

Mr, NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABI8H: Sir, I do not want to 
draw a picture of the misery in Bengal for want of food. The position 
of Bengal is beyond description ; it has been described within this Chamber 
and outside times without number and it is unnecessary and useless 
for me to repeat the same over again. To put it briefly, the situation is 
absolutely hopeless and I need hardly say that unless immediate action 
is taken, there will be death in millions in this province within the next 
two months. Bengal is now begging for food from its neighbours, from 
countries outside India; and though we feel grateful to our neighbouring 
provinces and to those who are sending help in money and in kind, I cannot 
but feel a sense of shame and humiliation that today Bengal is a beggar 
at the doors of others. The poignancy of our distress is heightened by the 
fact that Bengal is not actually poor: Bengal does produce her own food 
sufficient to maintain her people. She is really in the position of an heireks 
who, having inherited a large fortune, finds herself in the position of a street 
beggar because of the bungling of her manager, who either has stolen or 
squandered away her money and inheritance. It is no use quarelling over 
what has happened in the past. The point for consideration is : what is the 
remedy, I shall be much obliged if the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies would give us an indication as to what he actually proposes to do 
and what are his plans for the next three months, and also what he actually 
proposes to do for carrying on his scheme after the next -harvest is reaped. 
Before we consider what remedy is necessary, we ought to try to find out the 
real cause of this misery, this want. If we go into the matter in detail, 
I think it would not be very difficult for us to find out the real cause. 
The war has been going on for the last four years but this state of affairs 
did not happen even after Burma was taken by the Japanese. The position 
to my mind is due to mishandling of the situation. The war has 
contributed to a certain extent towards this state of affairs, but I* think 
the main cause is the mishandling by the last as well as by Hie present 
Ministry. I submit, Sir, that the main reason for this abnormal high 
price of rice and other foodgrains was due to undue and extraordinarily 
heavy pressure of buying in the market. Gtovemment’s policy of trying 
to supply articles of food, particularly rice, to its employees gradually 
iiaHod the raising of prices, dcvernwc&t in all ita departments, tiko 
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railway^ and otker institutions, industrialists, big employers of labour, 
all these bodies finding that the price of rice was gradually increasing 
thought that they also should purchase for their employees. Government 
agents who were employed in this work not only purchased for 
Government but also for their private imrposes. Due to war conditions 
some people have beioiue rich and are thus able to offer any price for rice. 
The result was that the price of rice rose uj) to lls. 40 or 45 per maund. At 
that time the Government for the purpose of supplying its own employees 
thought that they were not getting supplies because of the restriction and 
the price-control. Then, it was thought by the then Ministry that de- 
control and free trade would help them. That was the greatest bungling 
that the last Ministry did. It was on the 18th of May that the Govern- 
ment of India at the retiuest of the Government of Bengal withdrew all 
restrictions and insisted on free trade. Now, Sir, result of that was so 
disastrous that within a week or two the price of rice went to the highest 
pitch of Rs. 35 or Rs. 40. During the food debate in the last session in 
this House, I said that this was the greatest mistake and that policy 
ought to be changed. It was changed m* doubt after two or three weeks 
by the Central Government, I believe, at the request of the Government 
of Bengal; but unfortunately it was too late as the prices having once 
gone up require a long time to come down, because the traders who 
purchased at higher prices would not ruin themselves by selling at lower 
rates 

Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Moholanabish, you have to finish now. 

Mr. NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANABISH: All right. Sir, I resume 
my seat. 

Rai Sahib JOCENDRA NATH RAY: Mr. President. Sir, the pictun^ 
that we are daily witnessing all round us is too painful to imagine. I 
shall here only concentrate my analysis to some definite suggestions which, 
I think, may help the progress of amelioraticui of the condition of our 
people. 

My first suggestion is that the province should be divided into two 
principal areas — one consivsting of the rural areas and another comprising 
of the urban areas, including Cahmtta. Bengal is chiefly a country of 
villages where about 80 per cent, of her people live. Let these villages Iw 
.self-contained, having their own produce reserved for them. Let the towns 
be for the present fed chiefly by imports of foodgrains from outside. 
The whole of India is today extending her hands for Bengal’s help. It 
will also be possible for the Government to introduce in towns a proper 
rationing system and some sort of well-arranged plan for equal distribu- 
tion of foodstuff's among the people. It may be that in some rural areas the 
stock of .rice may be short. In that case,^ let it be supplemented by import 
from other rural areas of Bengal where it is surplus. Plainly speaking, 
the rural areas with 80 per cent, of the entire population of the province 
must be left to feed their population with their own produce. There should 
also be introduced into these areas a fixed maximum price of rice not exceed- 
ing fte. lO a maund. Powers sholild be given to union boards to be exercised 
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strictly under tlie supervision of the Circle Officers and Subdivisional 
Officers to take necessary action against unusual hoarding and black 
marketing in those rural areas. The union boards should take a census 
of the total stock of rice in each house and also ascertain how much of it is 
necessary for the members of the house till the next harvesting of crops, so 
that after deducting that amount the surplus, if any, may be sold within the 
respective areas among other people who are short of food at controlled 
price before the surplus is exported to other deficit rural areas. After 
meeting the proper needs of the rural areas, if any surplus is left, it may 
be exported to towns. I hope this process will also do another good. Towns 
are now too much congested. The attention of the people will be drawn 
towards the village and they will take up their residence there leaving the 
towns. If the people of villages are convinced that their produce will be 
utilised chiefly for their benefit, they will also try to devote their attention 
towards growing more food on their lands. Attempts must be made in these 
rural areas to take a census of the total produce of rice, total requirements 
of the people of the respective areas and for equal distribution thereof among 
the people of different rural areas of different districts. But in no case shall 
the census be made to seal up the hoard for the purpose of transferring them 
for the big merchants in towns or for big mills and railways or for the 
military. The principle should be that the produce of the rural areas will 
be chiefly meant for the people of those areas and if after proper census and 
careful investigation and equal distribution among all rural areas of other 
deficit districts there be found any surplus food, that surplus may be exported 
to towns. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope Rai Sahib you will finish within two minutes. 
TherS is another speaker whom I must give a chance and then adjourn the 
House. 

» 

Ral Sahib JOGENDRA NATH RAY: All right. Sir. 

My second suggestion is that the Oovernment should stop at once the 
practice of purchasing by the big mills, railways, workshops, etc. 

Before I conclude this review of the whole situation, I must add a few 
words about another matter. I find with utmost regret that there is 
going on between the members of this Ministry and -those of the last much 
exchange of hot words, assigning responisibility for the present crisis 
to each other. This is indeed extremely unjustifiable. It must be 
admitted that the present Ministry has begun with a legacy — ^the inevitable 
result of which would have been the present crisis, even if the last 
Ministry would have been in power at the present time. The ball that 
was set rolling long, long ago is sure to reach this goal in spite of all 
genuine attempts to stop its course. So, instead of accusing this. Ministry 
or that Ministry it will be fairer on our part if we try to 
exai^jne how much this Ministry are trying to cope with the 
situfi^ion. And in that respect I must frankly admit that the Hon’blc 
Mr. Suhrawardy and his colleagues are trying their level best to ease and 
pacify the situation. We all notice that innumerable free gruel kitchens 
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have been opened in mufassil towns and villag:e8, rice is being 
distributed among the people at concession rates and shops have lieen opened 
where atta and sugar are being supjjlied at the controlled rates. 
But they are not sufficieni^to cope with the gigantic crisis. The Govern- 
ment must adopt other suitable measures to ease the heavy strain that 
has fallen upon the poor middle-class people who can neither beg nor express 
their misery but have to endure their troubles as dumb creatures. I may 
well mention here that in my subdivision of Asansol about 42 free kitchens 
have been started up to this date. Four such kitchens for the town have 
been placed under my humble care and control, as I happen to he the 
Chairman of the Asansol Municipality. About 1,000 are daily being fed 
there. But the rush on these kitchens is too great for the authorities to cope 
with, with the result that Asansol along with the re.st of the province, is 
daily witnessing such ghastly scenes of starvation and devastation as have 
not been heard of in any civilised country in modern times. 

Ml*. SACHIN DR A NARAYAN SANYAL* Sir. since the promulgation 

of the Ordinance by the present Government fixing the price of rice the 
situation has become very serious and might be called desperate. Rice 
has completely disappeared from the market and in the mufassil and village 
markets, rice is not at all available for some time past. Dealers from 
Calcutta and agents from mercantile firms go to the mufassil and purchase 
rice at very easy rates which make rice fly away from the mufassil 
areas. In Calcutta it has become practically impossible to purchase rice. 
In the mufassil areas shop-keepers and dealers should be supplied with 
sufficient quantities of rice for sale to the public at controlled rates. 
During the few months that have elapsed since w'e last met, the food situa- 
tion in Bengal has become w'orse than ever. It is admitted th.at 
no courageous steps have been adopted in the past to cope with this serious 
r risis which indicates the prevalence of famine conditions and it is our 
liounden duty to try to get over this crisis today. Sir, I hail from the 
district of Rajshahi which has never been a deficit district so far as rice 
is concerned. But today I find that people of this district are starving 
to death, and there are sometimes fierce fights for getting small supplies 
of rice among people from the other side of the river. Controlled shops 
and food committees exist only in name. They are powerless and without 
resources. In this hour of distress it is no use trying to throw’ blame on 
A, Y or Z, or on Government and use strong and harsh words. It is time 
for concerted action. Let us in this calamity forget our party affiliation, 
our minor dispute and let us all join hands in formulating the food plan. 
Let us present a united front so that the Government of India may be forced 
to grant us facilities by which there would be easy flow of foodgrains from 
the surplus provinces and also from the States for thi.s purpose. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 9 a.ra. tomorrow. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 9 a.m. on Friday, the 24th September, 
1943. 
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1*116 following members were absent from the meeting held on the 23rd 
September, 1943: — 

(1) Shan Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(4) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(5) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(6) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(7) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid. 

{8) Dr. Kumud Sankar Bay. 

(9) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 
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WHtaAL LEGISMXG)^ COUNO. DEBATES 

Third dMskhii 1043— No. 7. 


The i&otJNOij, inet in the Legrislative Chamber of the Legislative Building, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 24th September, 1943, at 9 a.m., being the seventh 
day of the Thiyd Session ' of 1943, pursuant to section (i2(2) (a) of^the 
Government 6f India Act, 1935, 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pkasad Sinoh Hoy, k.c.i.e.), was 
in the Chair. 


Specfaf Motion. , ^ r ‘ 

Mr. PRESIDENT:^ I call upon the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawaidy to’tefi^, 
to the debate, and after he has given his reply I shall call upon th^niover 
of the Special Motion and give him ten minutes to exercise his right of 
reply; and then if the Hon’ble Minister thinks it necessary to reply to any 

new point that might arise, I will give him five minutes for that. 

> ♦ ' ,•■■■ •''' >• 

Rti Bahadur KESftAB CHANDRA BANERdtE: @n t 

information. Sir. The HoA'Dle the Bevenue Minister undertook to answer 
a question today which had reraained unanswered on the first day of the 
meeting this session. He promised to read out a statement which he had 
placed in the Library. ■■ 

Mr, PRESIDENT:, There is no question on the a^nda today. The 
Hon’ble Minister might have promised to give reply to the queftion 
referred to but as there is no question on the agenda to-day, the matter • 
cannot be %alt with now. ^ 


The Hon’bte Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Mr. President, Sir, without 
meaning any disrespect to this House, I hope I shall lie pardoned if I say 
that the u^fejality of u debate on the fomi situation at the present junrture 
and of the. arguments repeatedly thrashed out on the floor of the House are 
amply demonstrated by the fact tlyit there are hardly suflScient jnembers 
present in the House to form a quorum . (Mr. Lalit ■Chasdea. Das : Ten 
menflbers form, a quorum here and I believe there is de^ble that number 
Jfeseut riow.) ]|^ am afrgid that the debates in this Legislature instead of 
off|rifig a»y concrete suggestions, Instead of being helpful, instead of 
making any attempt at organising tfie people to meet the situation, are 
ttothing else Imt pegs upon whJcih, to show up the Ministry and the Govejaifc, 
i&ei|t in the Wdret possible light ns a part of the propaganda of the party 
to this ministry, t -ea;^ ' this, Six*,- with a heavy heart, because 
tbe:^J^^teuch work t6 b8 donm' The work in the Legislature on ty»5 
occa^^^^as celtainly impede^ ji good di?al erf . administrattVe wfiiek 
^as great urgency* an^ %erefore in view of the sacrifices . that 

20 ■■ ' ■ 
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being made by Obvemmemt, one might have expected that th* critics of 
Q-overnment at any rate should have been here in suflScient number to 
listen to Government's reply on this food question. 

Sir, I will deal i^th the points that have been raised by Mr. Lalit 
Chandra^ Das in his speech and I hope that it will be amply demonstrated 
to the House that Government have tahen all possible steps to meet the 
situation however inadecjuate they may have been, in view of the un- 
preparedness in which they found themseHes and in view of the shortness 
of the supplies at their disposal. 

I will dear with the speech of Mr. Das rather than with the motion he 
has moved; and probably in dealing with his speech I shall be able to 
answer the points raised in his motion. 

In the first place, Mr. Das has again trotted o\it the old old etory that 
I had stated in the beginning when I assumed office that there was lu) short- 
age of foodgrains within the Province. Again, he has referred to certain 
statements which appeared in the Bengal \V cehly of the 10th May in 
which 1 have attempted to allay the panic which had been aroused and which 
had led to general hoarding amongst traders and big agriculturists for pur- 
poses of i)rofit, amongst small agriculturists — partly for profit and partly 
against shortage and amongst the consumers who used to buy daily from the 
market but who thought it necessary to lay 'by stocks for themselves, — as 
all these factors were responsible for driving away rice from the market 
at a very crucial moment. Now, Sir, again I say that if I had ever said that 
there was sufficiency, it was based on the promises of supplies to this province 
>iwhich had not been redeemed by the Government of India and also promises 
of sufficiency of transport. In that very same Weekly on another page I 
made a statement countering the propaganda carried on by Mr. Fazlul Huq 
and Jhis associates that high prices and shortages of foodgrains were not 
the creation of the last fortnight. In the very sanve Note wdiich has been 
referred to by Mr. Das, — if you read the whole Note you will ffind it stated 
by me that wheat, maize, bajra are in arcess' of Bengal’s needs and are now 
Ibeipjg received from the Government of India. There are, I think, slight 
errors. This is a sort of paraphrase of the statement which I actually made 
and which was to the effect that there would he a sufficiency if the STjpplies 
from the Government of India were received ; — and the suppli^^^hich had 
been promised to us were in the region of 7,74,000 tons. If this quantity 
cpr janything like that had been received from the Govemhient of India 
during the time when we needed it pjost, I think we could still hate 
met the situation. There would have been scarcity^ there would have been 
distress, but there would not have b^m this famine. We never received 
the supplies. To-day we hear — I have not seen it — that the l^ailways by 
fulvartisement have been trying to exculpate themselves by pointing out 
that they have transported to Bengal foodgrains in vast tj^uantities in spite 
of the fact that the Damodar has been breached. It is a matter of regret 
that one-sided piohtM^ only has been painted* by the Bailways. I do not 
know the dlailwi^ done so except probably to exculpate ihem- 
aelveB at the feai^^ pwblic opinicm or before still higher authorities. It 
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was decided - between the Railways and ourselves that theie would be no 
such talk in future and that no opportunity would be given to create an 
impression either against the Railways or against the Government. It 
is a pity that the Railways have broken the agreement which was arrived 
at between ourselves, and I think that this attempt on the part of the 
Railways or rather this belated attempt at exculpation is due to the very 
trenchant remarks made by Sir Chotturam and Sirdar Baldeo Singh, 
Ministers of the Punjab Government, namely, that while foodgrains were 
available on the platforms in the Punjab, transport was not available; and 
even though transport was available, the organisation was so defective that 
it could not contact each other. The actual fact is: that ever since the 
railways have awakened to the reality of the situation, ever since Sir Edward 
Benthall has been taking a deep personal interest in the movement, supplies 
hare begun to flow into Bengal in adequate quantities, lu the beginning, 
we were told by Major General Wood that he would send so much wheat to 
Bengal as we would not know how to deal with. We made out a plan 
of distribution for -10,000 tons a month i>as(iing through the mills. And” 
in two months before August, namely in June and July we got 16,000 
tons and 18,000 tons respectively. We never had suflicient even for the 
mills and the (h/rJtrt; that is the reason why from time to time supplies of 
atta dried up in the markets of Calcutta. Even in the Iwginning of August, 
there was no sufficient flow of supplies, and it was only towards the latter 
end of August and in the last two weeks of the current month that supplie* 
have begun t(» flow in larger and larger quantities, with the result that the 
mills are now hard at work turning out atta for the market. And it is for 
this reason that we shall shortly be able to place at least 40,000 maunds of 
atta a day in the markets of Calcutta, (Mr. Shkisii Chandha Chakka- 
vehti : What about the mufassil?) So far as the raufassil is concerned, 
it has been arranged in the Punjab that the entire quota of OO.OOO totis of 
atta — of which probably 10,000 tons have already been supplied, leaving 
a balance of 86,000 tons — would be attempted to be supplied within three 
months. This means that about 26 to 28,000 tons a month not of wheat 
but of wheat products, that is to say, atta and flour ready milled and ready 
for consumption would be sent directly to the various mufassil districts 
from' the Punjab. If this could be sent, it would mean about 6 
lake ma^ohds spread out. The price would be six annas a seer 
throughout *Be:pgal. I do not know^ whether it would be possible to arrange 
this work up fo that degree but these are our target figures. The matter 
does not rest with the Government of Bengal ; the matter rests with the 
other Governments and with the railways. The procurement remains with 
our agent at Lahore. Sir, in thig connection I would like to reply to the 
question which has been asked as to why Mr. N. M. Khan has l)een sent 
over to Lahore. Sir, he has been sent to Lahore being entrusted with the 
very responsible task of watching on behalf of the Government of Bengal 
that the procurement of wheat, as promised by the Government of the 
Punjab, continues satisfactorily. He is to remain in constant touch with 
the Government of the Punjab and place before that Government BengaPs 
point of view. He is also to see that the supply of wheat products to the 
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mufassil districts is maintained np to the plan and that as much wheat 
products as possible are procured for the mufassil districts 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Can you not arrange for his permanent 
transfer to the Punjab so that he may always remain there? 

Tlw Hon’blp Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I think that if Mr. Khan 
is transferred permanently to the Punjab, Bengal Government will lose 
•ne of its best officers! I have had the pleasure and distinction of weighing 
various officers who have come under my purview and I have not the least 
hesitation in paying a tribute to his integrity courage” of conviction, honesty 
and ability, on the floor of this House. Mr. Lalit Chandra Das has said 
that ray statement, of which he read out one or two sentences, has done 
incalculable harm to the cause of Bengal. I deny it for several reasons — 
because I know what the factsi are and Mr. Das does not know what the 
facts are. He is only beating th^ drum of political propaganda of the 
Opposition. The fact is that the atmosphere, the mentality created in the 
'Government of India and amongst other provinces by the late Chief 
Minister, Mr. Fazlul Huq, viz., that Bengal needs no help from outside, 
was very difficult to eradicate; and it is only very recently that the Govern- 
ment of India have realised the conditions that are prevailing in Bengal. 
It is only very recently that I have been able to convince them that it is 
the duty of the Government of India and of all other parties concerned to 
eome to the assistance df the Government of Bengal at this juncture 

Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTY: After the people are 
dying in hundreds, and thousands. 

TM Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is not a question of 
“hfte'r the people are dying”. There are people who are dying and there 
are people who are alive. Now, Sir, as I have repeatedly pointed out, at 
the last Food Conference at Delhi which I attended I found the atmosphere 
was hostile to Bengal. At first I was unable to understand why it was so 
hostile to us, as I did not know the previous history of the Food Conference. 
Then, the revelation by Sir Azizul Haque gave a clue to the whole situation 
and also explained why the Government of India were so fundamentally of 
tile opinion that Bengal had sufficient food. I have seen some statements 
ascribing motives in respect of a distinguished permanent official of the 
Government who went to the conference. I have seen the report and I believe 
tliat there has been a great misunderstanding. Mr. Pinnell is supposed to 
have stated that he was not interested in the excess quantity of foodgrains or 
that he has no plans. That was not what he said : he said that when suit- 
able time arrives and the next item is .taken up, he would place before 
the conference the Government of Bengalis position with regard to the, food 
situation. However, Sir, I found the atmosphere at the Food Conference 
hostile and I tried to convince them about the real position of Bengal but 
was not able to oonvinoe them. But fortunately for Bengal, a distinguished 
son of«Be8£ral, Si^ Aiiil^ Haque, was then in charge of the Food Depart- 
ment, wha by of affairs in Bengal was able to 

ahang^ some of the^pwws of the Government of India. Now we have as 
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Food Member Sir Jawala Prosad Srivastava wbo is taking a keen interest 
and is convinced of the fact that Bengal needs as much help as the whole 
of India can possible give it. And again, Sir, I ask: what does it matter 
if I have said about sufficiency or otherwise? I was determined from 
the beginning to organise Bengal on famine basis. We are pushing on 
relief operations everywhere and wherever it is possible. On the 18th of 
August I issued a statement w’hich forcibly brought home to all the District 
Officers the necessity of setting up relief comnnttees but that was not the 
beginning of the operation. That was the beginning of a wide-spread 
organisation. In NoakhaK, Chittagong, Murshidabad, Bhola, that is, i!H 
all places where there was distress, relief organisations and relief kitchens 
have been set up long before I issued that statement. Now, Sir, there are 
one or two points which have been raised by the honourable members as 
tt> why we had not declared Bengal a famine area. Sir, let us not keep 
away from the real situation. Bengal as a whole is not in the grip of 
famine. What I mean to say by this is that every single part of Bengal 
is not in the grip of famine and that if anybody says that every part of 
Bengal is in the grip of famine, he does not know what he is talking about. 
Now, there are some areas where there is great distress but that is not 
famine as visualized by the Famine Code. There is sectional famine^ 
there is class famine, there is a section of people who cannot afford to buy 
foodgrains or even the ordinary vegetables or other commodities at the 
prices which now prevail. They are in great distress and if the appellation 
of famine cannot be applied to them, they are certainly famine-stricken. 
This is the condition of the people even where there is surplus of food- 
grains and that is due to the fact that the milk of human kindness 
has to a largo extent been dried up in the human breast. The villagers 
themselves who formerly used to maintain the poor i)eople of their own 
villages have ceased to do so, because they say they have not foodgrains 
in their own house. There are so many people in this country who are 
perennially on the verge of starvation, there are people who cannot get one 
meal in two days, there are people who cannot get more that one meal a 
day even in the most prosperous times, even when the price of rice was 
Rs. 4-8, and so you can undei*stand what their condition is or is likely to 
be if the price of rice is Rs. 35 or Rs. 25 or even Rs. 20. There is no 
Poor Law in this country as there is in other countries. There is no 
constitutional liability upon any local authority to look after the poor and 
the destitute 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: On a point of information, Sir. Is 
it the contention of the Hon’ble Minister that that sort of poverty prevails 
all over Bengal? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is not a point of information. 

The I4eil*llle Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, if I am interrupted 
like this, I am afraid I cannot proceed. What I am saying is an absolute 
fact and everybody knows about it. I say, Sir, that the extent of distress 
that now prevails here would have brought about social revolution in other 
parhi of the world; but the people of our country who are perennially on the 
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▼erge of starvation and distress year after year even in the most prosperous 
times, you can understand what their condition is likely to be when the |>rices 
are rising to such a great extent, but still that is not famine. You think that 
is famine but that is not so. Certain areas are certainly, in the grip of 
famine; there is no question about it that in certain areas there & a great 
shortage of food, acute shortage of food. As I have stated over and pver 
again and as has been pointed out by one honourable member, a mere 
declaration of famine in a particular area is not sufficient. You must get 
on to the job of relieving the distress, and that is the thing which we are 
doing to the utmost of our capacity and resources. In some particulars 
we have gone beyond the Famine Code in giving relief. There are certain 
items which you will find if you will look through the Famine Code in the 
Famine Manual, viz., the duty of observing, which is cast on charitable and 
non-official organisations, it being expressly stated that it is not the duty 
of Government to relieve the people in res])ect of those items. But I may 
tell the House that in respect of those items even, Government has taken 
all the responsibility. But in respect of other matters Government has not 
been able to fulfil its liabilities, and I do not deny that. One gentleman 
pointed out yesterday that under the Famine Code Government must 
provide 8 chhitaks or half a seer of rice to an adult and six chhitakit to a 
child and so on. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: I said 8 chhiuiks to a non- 
working child and 12 chhitaks to an adult. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, Sir, I would love to 
give them one seer and more; but tell me from where all that is to come? 
You cannot shirk your responsibility; you have got to do the best with the 
resources at your disposal. (Mr. Haeidas Majumdae: That is not the 
position.) But that is the way I look at it. I consider it my duty not to 
run away but to try and save the people by giving them foodgrains as much 
as possible. That life has not been saved in certain quarters there is no 
denying. The deaths in the streets of Calcutta are an ample evidence of 
the fact that we have not been able to maintain life everywhere. But the 
main point is : where are we to get the foodgrains from ? It is all right to 
say — “give so ranch”. We are trying oui best to do so, but no one can 
oome and say: “let there be a rain of grains” and there will be a rain of 
grains. St^fps should have been taken in this matter at the very beginning, 
hut not now when it is almost too late. When we came to power, or rather 
when we assumed office, what was the situation? We were living abso- 
lutely from hand to mouth. A few wagons of rice were coming from Orissa 
only and that was going to feed the city of Calcutta and the affected areas 
of Howrah and Midnapore. That was all that was at our disposal. Have 
I not pointed out to this House a hundred times that when I insisted that 
free trade should be established there were only 64,000 maunds of rice' in 
our possession in Calcutta and that with this 54,000 maunds of rice Govern- 
ment was chai-ged with the responsibility of keeping the control shops that 
were dfvouring 136,000 maunds of rice per month? At the time when we 
should have procured the stocks, at the time when we should have distnbuted 
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tile stocks, at tlie time when we should have organised, at that moment 
nothing was done for creating a reserve. After all this, you now say “you 
should not do this, you should not do that”. 

Well, Sir, my energies were directed firstly towards procurement because 
without it you would have nothing to distribute. I have been trying to 
impress on the Government of India that we must have supplies, supplies 
and supplies. The free-trade brought into Bengal a certain amount of 
supplies. As a matter of fact, it brought more than was sent by the 
Government of India before or after and it has no doubt had the eft‘e<d of 
casing the situation considerably. It jiermitted the sending of foodgrains 
to the acutely distressed areas: it enabled us to keep the food-control shops 
here going instead of having to close dowui for want of supply : it permitted 
certain priorities over liere to get their share of the supplies and at the 
same time it enabled the employers to go out and purchase foodgrains them- 
selves for their employees — which they are now stocking. 

Mf, Ka Cl ROY CHOWDHURY: The merchants are making a !iundre<l 
per cent, profit. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: My friend Mr. Krishna 
Chandra Eoy Chowdhury is somewhat mistaken. I do not (‘are at the 
moment what profit the meri'hants make so long as supplies are brought to 
this province. The main thing is supply. If I were to look at the profits 
of the merchants with disfavour, what would have occurred? The supplies 
would not have come and we would be in considerable difficulty. All that 
came to Bengal from outside and also all that had been purchased within 
the province were there : so without any profit to the merchants it came 
into the hands of the Government of Bengal. The merchants who bought 
them up paid more than we paid. An embargo was placed by the various 
Governments on the movement of foodgrains from outside into Bengal 
and it compelled the merchants to sell to the Government of Bengal 
these foodgrains without profit; otherwise they would not have been 
allowed to move these foodgrains. But the main fact is that when 
aupplies were dried up in Bengal, you must try to get foodgrains: you 
cannot do anything with money only. Any amount of money can be 
scattered throughout the length and breadth of the province ; but that will 
not do. We want to feed the masses; so it is necessary that foodgrains 
should be brought into Bengal. 

Then, Sir, another point which has been raised is this: why have we 
issued the price-control order without securing sufficient supply. I do not 
think that anybody who really has regard for the peojile of Bengal will make 
a statement like this except for political propaganda. Prices were rising so 
speedily that it became necessary to issue this order — it was necessary to 
put some check on it. If we had not issued this order, you would have seen 
that the price of rice would have risen to Ks. GO or Rs. 70 a maund — not in 
the black market but in the open market throughout Bengal — that wo^ld 
h4ve been the result. At the pr^ent moment, we are able to supply rice 
to amne people at least at the control price. Then, Sir, it is essential fhai 
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with the harvesting of the anrum crop we should force the price down so 
that the agriculturists and traders nm^ not profiteer at the expense of the 
consuming public. We know the economic theory that price-control cannot 
be enforced satisfactorily without a black market unless there are sufficient 
supplies. But knowing fully well — and that was the statement which I 
made before the Food Control Committee — knowing fully well that I did 
pot have the supplies, I had taken the risk of enforcing the price-control 
by sheer exe6utive force, and as time passes, if we see that grains are being 
withheld we shall continue to take more and more powers and take more 
and more drastic steps in order to see that the grain comes on to the 
market. There are certain reasons why we have not done so up to now. 
One of the reasons is : that I want you gentlemen who are here to do 
something constructive in your own locality. If you have got any influence 
in your locality, go and tell your agriculturists that they should bring out 
and put all their stocks on the market; tell the agriculturists that it may 
be that some of them may by selling rice at Rs. 40 or Rs. 50 be richer than 
the mohajam or the landlords, but the majority of the people will he killed. 
It is your duty to go and tell the agriculturists to place their stocks on the 
market and revive the trade once more. Instead of this, you are creating 
the impression that price-control can never succeed because the supplies 
are not there. It was not possible for us to have price-control through free 
trade, because we had to get supplies from outside and there were no 
supplies inside; but there is no reason why given sufficient co-operation 
from you, given a better understanding, a better atmosphere, we will not 
succeed in this price-control, when we are getting some supplies not only 
from outside but internally through the medium of the aus crop. Now 
that supplies are coming, price-control can be introduced. Personally 
speaking, I feel that we have introduced it at the psychologi- 
cal moment when price-control can be made successful. Now, Sir,. 
I wish to reiterate in the House quite definitely and clearly that price- 
control has come to stay and that we are determine^to enforce it in every 
possible manner, if it is found that the agriculturist is not placing his 
stocks in the market and then, believe me, the agriculturist will come in 
for a very bad day. He is not going to be allowed to do that either from 
the side of the Government or from the side of the public. 

Now, so far as the traders are concerned, we have been extremely lenient 
and extremely generous to them. Let me tell you what our present position 
is. Distribution of supplies that can be done at the beginning of 
the season cannot be done at the end; it can be done for a new crop but 
it cannot be done when the year is dying and the crop is getting exhausted. 
What have wb done to the traders? We gave them ample time to unload 
their stocks in the market. We gave them time to sell their stocks at what- 
ever price they liked and at that time they disposed of a considerable 
portion of their stock or nearly all their stocks to the consumers or the 
employers. And thereafter we told the traders “we shall support you in 
every possible manner, go and trade”. The view-point which I have taktn 
is that it is the traders and the trader alone — as we have not got sufficient 
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executive machinery to carrj- out the process — who can get the grain out of 
the agriculturists. It is the trader who has got the whole link. The retailer 
buys from 'the wholesalers; the wholesaler buys from the mill, which in its 
turn, buys from the aratdar^ hejxiris and farias' who go out to the villages 
and buy from the agriculturists. The whole chain is there and is perfectly 
established. Therefore, from that point of view the trader is the best 
agency both for procurement as well as for distribution. We shall, therO* 
fore, call upon the trade to do its best and we will support them ; but the 
moment a trader starts profiteering, he will be put out of action. Similarly,, 
we hope he w’ill realise that we are in earnest in carrying out our price- 
control order, and hope that when the new price of Rs. 530 a maund comes 
into force, he will make every possible effort to continue his business till 
the end of the season. Let it be clearly understood also that when the time 
comes, not now but when the time comes, when the psychological time 
comes, Government will so reduce the price of rice and other foodgrains 
that the new crop when it comes to the market will l>e sold at a price which 
will be fair both to the agriculturist and to the consumer also ; and next 
year if we continue to remain at the helm of affairs, we shall do our level 
best — none can say more than that — to see that this sort of profiteering, — 
purchasing at a low rate and selling at a much higher rate,— does hot 
operate any longer ; that if you purchase at a low rate, the same prices 
will continue to be maintained until the end of the season or iintil the new 
harvest comes in. That is the policy which we have fixed for the next 
year. 

There is one other point which I wish to make clear on the floor of the- 
House and that is regarding the wheat 

Mfi PRESIDENT: How long will you take, Mr. StihrawardyP 

The HOfl’ble Mr* H. Si SUHRAWARDY: Probably about ten minutea 
more. 

Mr, PRESIDENT, For, after you have finished, I propose to give ten 
minutes to Mr. Das ff he wants to reply to your speech. And after that if 
you like to reply to any further new point in Mr. Das’s speech, I shall give- 
you 5 minutes. This will take us to 10 o’clock 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: To day being a Friday, we don’t 
like to sit beyond 11-30 a.m., Sir. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: All right. 

The Hoit’ble Mr. H,. S. SUHRAWARDY: One thing in regard to< 
wheat from the Punjab. I made it quite clear in my public statementa 
here as well as in Delhi and Lahore that in the beginning when wheat came* 
to ns, we were absolutely new to the wheat market. We were told that 
wheat would be coming in such large quantities to this province that the- 
mills would not be . able to utilise them and that we shall have to handle- 
the wheat ourselves. We made certain provision for handling charges, for 
carting charges, foV godown charges, for insurance, and so on. For these 
^ did not have to incur expenditure. We had also made provision for 
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^lending the wheat products to the mufassil. I had intended to send large 
•quantities of whea't and flood the mufassil with wheat so that the price of 
rice might be kept down. I had intended to pay from Government funds 
4tll these charges for carting, storage and generally for carrying the stuff 
from the central store to the mufassil and selling it at six annas a seer 
which price I have fixed from the very beginning. We have taken into 
■account all these costs, the loss to Government at the time of calculation, 
and we put down certain prices; we did not incur any extra charges on 
these items and so certain amount of reserve has been acquired. I made 
this clear to the Central Government and to the Government of the Punjab. 
You may call this reserve or you may call it profit, but this is the aotqal 
position. We have done this in order to stabilise the price. But when 
you say that the Government of Bengal is making profit, that is absolutely 
a misunderstanding of the situation. This reserve is going to be set apart 
for the purpose of stabilising the price and meeting other expenses. Then, 
Sir, another fact that should be taken into consideration in this connec- 
tion is that we are also getting wheat from the United Provinces but 
at a cost higher than what we are getting from the Punjab. For all 
these reasons, I think, in order to stabilise the price we require a reserve : 
and this would explain what I have done. Then, Sir, it has been said 
that all along the Punjab is sending us wheat at Us. 10 a maund, why then 
the price here is so' much higher. I may say that Punjab used to send us 
wheat at Rs. 11-10 per maund and not Rs. 10 per maund. They are 
charging now Rs. 10-8 for the new wheat. Then there is the cost of 
•carriage which is Rs. 1-G. This question was raised by the Government of 
India and by the Punjab Government. I told them that I intended to 
revise the wheat price on my return to Bengal and that we had to keep the 
price at a higher level in order to build a reserve for bringing the price of 
wheat coming from elsewhere in parity with the Punjab price. I also 
requested the Government of India and the Government of Punjab to send 
here a Costing Officer just to see what we have done, whether we have made 
any mistakes. If any profits have been made, if somebody in the middle 
have made anything, we do not know. We are entirely in the dark about 
it. The Punjab Government may know and the Government of India may 
possibly know about it, because the transactions were made there. There- 
fore, I asked the Governments of India and the Punjab to send Costing 
Ofl&cers who would go into our accounts and go into the whole thing and 
whatever advice they give I shall follow. When there is such an emergency 
in Bengal, when people want food, when whatever resources they have are 
‘diminishing, we ought to place these wheat products at six annas a seer 
in the market. That is our idea. Our present calculations are that explor- 
ing all premises — ^the United Provinces wheat which will be 40,000 maunds 
a month, and the Punjab wheat — pooling all these premises, we shall be 
able to supply the requirements at that rate, although ultimately the 
Government of Bengal w^ll lose financially. But it does not matter if we 
lose. Then, Sir, these calculations may not be correct; these calculations 
are made by our advisers and our accountants, and according! to out 
•calculations we stand to lose and there is no question of profit. So it is not 



SPECIAL MOTION. 


1943 .] 


m 


fair for anybody to charge the Government of Bengal with profiteering 
and to say that the Punjab people should not send wheat to us. I want 
that sufficient publicity should be given to this statement 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Why don’t you talk of an enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am quite prejjared to do 
that — I am quite prepared to place our accounts and papers before the 
Costing Officers who can go through all the figiires — I am quite i)repared 
to accept that and I am quite prepared to act according to their advice. 
As r have already said, I have asked the Punjab Government to send a 
Costing Officer here. After all, it is the Punjab which is sending the 
biggest quantity of wheat and they should satisfy themselves about this. 
I had made a promise to the Punjab Government in the Punjab itself that 
the price of wheat would be reduced to C annas, and as soon as I (“ame down 
to Calcutta- the prices were reduced. As regards classification of food- 
grains, there w’as a misunderstanding. At one time I had thought that 
all foodgrains might be placed on the same category but on further 
consideration I put the wheat altogether on a different class. Account of 
expenditure incurred in respect of wheat transport will be a separate account 
altogether. I made it quite clear to the Eegional Commissioner that the 
funds so created would be kept reserved and would not be mixed up with 
the funds of the Government of Bengal and that is the reason why a 
separate department, namely, the Wheat Controller’s Department has 
been set up. 

Now, Sir, Mr. Nimmo has asked me whether we have taken any steps 
to control the rice mills. That is certainly in our contemplation. We have, 
as the honourable members are aware, set up an expert committee to advise 
us and the expert committee is composed of members from the various 
Chambers of Commerce. It was under theii- advice that the avu crop 
purchase scheme was taken up with all its details and when the time comes 
for me to seek their advice again, I shall do si) in regard to future purchases. 
Rice-mills should be controlled. There is no doubt about it that (control 
of the rice-mills will give us control of the rice inasmuch as it is a Imttle- 
neck which can easily be squeezed. This matter, Sir, is engaging our 
attention as also the question of the under-milling of rice. I am aware 
of the fact that if the rice is under-milled, it will give us a little bit more 
yield. As a matter of fact, two packets of under-milled rice are lying at 
present on my table. The under-milled rice is of two different kinds. It 
comes out from the dhenhi and consequently it remains sweet. That is a 
matter I am looking into and with expert advice will take up the question 
of under-milling of rice. I am also considering whether it is not desirable 
to have a law to the effect that rice should be under-milled. 

Turning to bribery and corruption, suggestions have been made that we 
should take steps to eradicate the evil. I may assure the House that I am 
taking, I am determined — as a matter of fact, I have promised to myself 
and to my conscience, — to give you .a clean administration . I know that 
at the present moment the temptations are so great 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Suhrawardy, your time is up; only 5 minutes 
more are left. 

TIm Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: All right, Sir, I shall be 
short. Only let me take this point and finish. The temptations are so 
great in the way of officials that it is difficult for them to surmount them. 
J have known of cases where monies have been flung at our officers by the 
trade for the purpose of obtaining undue advantages. And sometimes it 
becomes very difficult to get officers to stapd up to the temptations which 
are offered by the trade. But we are determined to eradicate this evil and 
we shajil not spare any one so far as and when it comes to our knowledge. 
I am not at all satisfied that it has been eradicated. The evil is still going 
on but when it comes to our knowledge we shall not hesitate to mete out 
adequate punishment to the offender. We have, as a matter of fact, 
removed tw’o Assistant Deputy Directors of Civil Supplies and suspended 
Subdivisional Officers and shall not hesitate even to proceed against anybody 
irrespective of position and rank, after due and proper investigation. I 
shall welcome co-operation from the Opposition in this behalf. I shall 
welcome any reports that they may send me or give me of corruption in the 
department, because it is an evil which must be eradicated. I may inform 
the House that this is the worst legacy we have had from the previous Gov- 
ernment. An aroma of corruption is pervading all the grades in that depart- 
ment. I hope we shall be able to take steps in order to get rid of this evil. 

There is one other little point for me to deal with. I find this point 
has been raised here and elsewhere. It has been said that a sum of 15^ 
lakhs of rupees has been spent on the food-drive. That is not so, Sir. The 
mobilisation of the whole of Bengal was carried out practically at no cost to 
Government. This 15| lakhs is being spent for the purpose of organising 
Bengal on a famine basis. I have appointed for each union one officer of 
the rank of Primary Licensing Assistant, and for every six unions two 
officers of the rank of Assistant Jute Regulation Inspector. There were not 
sufficient officers to cover the whole of Bengal 'and consequently vx had to 
appoint more officers as a preliminary step towards organising Bengal on 
a famine basis. It is through them and the organisations that we have set 
up . 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAdUMDAR: Does this sum of 15^ lakhs include 
travelling allowance for these officers? - 

Tho Honllto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Well, these people are there 
within their specific jurisdiction and I do not think travelling allowance 
will be necessary for them. But I am not sure. Before I close, I want to 
say one thing — ^what I have already said in the other House — ^namely, that 
there are difficulties in the way and those difficulties are of t^mnsport. 
We have been trying our best to get transportation facilities, a^d we are 
sending foodgrains by rails, steamers, flats and boats. But are still 
difficulties. You can undarstaud that Bengal is in the wi^^ M Then, 
Sir, those who wish to throw stones at us should realise ^llp the greatest 
difficulties are the difficulty getting supply, diflkeod^ of transport, 
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difficulty of distribution : all these difficulties have been created by the war. 
It is very easy for my honourable friends to say that the main problem is 
the problem of equitable distribution. I know that it is a {|reat problem. 
The problem is not only confined to Calcutta ; Calcutta can be rationed. 

I have already set up foodgrains distribution centres in Calcutta. There 
are people in certain areas of Calcutta who are already getting their supplies 
and I intend to set up 25 shops every week in order to ration Calcutta. We 
have based our system of rationing on a scientific system, and in this respect 
I am in the hands of scientists and experts. I can assure you that the 
rationing system here will be better than Bombay; but it will take some 
time. Our officers are trying their best for creating a superb organisation 
and in the operation of which there would be no difficulties at all. But 
apart from the distribution here in Calcutta which can be maintained by 
rationing, there is the question of distribution in the various districts and 
mufassil towns. Grains cannot be shifted as quickly as we desire on account 
of priority being given to military transport. I may inform the House 
that we have foodgrains but it is a question of the availability of transport. 
I have just received a letter from a high officer saying that he is finding 
great difficulties in order to get means of transportation : the grains are 
lying to be transported but no means are available. Then, Sir, members 
wanted particulars from the Government about the last drive but they do not 
understand what is the actual position : they do not understand anything 
about the difficulties which I have stated. Those persons who have 
undertaken this war should realise their supreme resi)onsibility in this 
matter (Cries of “hear, hear”). We are trying our level best to find 
supplies, we are trying our level best to arrange for distribution, and I 
challengei anybody who can say that he could have done better or more. 
You say from the other side “oh ! you have failed and therefore give it up 
and let the Government of India and others take the responsibility” ! But 
I do not shirk my duty, I do not move from my post, because that would 
be an act of cowardice. So I do not ])ropose to do it. If anybody could 
have done better, they should have come and assumed charge. 

Point of Privilege. 

Mr. BAMKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: On u point of privilege, Sir. 
I .IVould refer to May’s Parliamentary Practice, pages 312-13, which deals 
with the right of a member of this House to speak on the question of a 
portibh of his speech which has been misunderstood by some of the honour- 
able members of the House. Yesterday when I spoke in connection with 
the question of the declaration of Bengal as a famine area under the Famine 
Code my honourable and esteemed friend Mr. Haraidul Huq Chowdhury 
wanted information as to what is the authority on which I based my 
observation. Unfortunately, I had to cut down my speech and sit down 
bowing down to your ruling that my time was up. Then, Sir, I found that 
another speaker got up and the mistinderstanding with regard to the 
observation which I made with regard to the effect of the declaration of 
Bengal as a Aunine area persisted. Then I wanted your ruling to speak 
by way of information and by way of explaining my speech to give certain 
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information which I could give in a minute by referring to the section of 
the Famine Code. Sir, you were then pleased to rule that I could pasa 
this information on to the Hon’ble Minister. I say, Sir, with all the 
emphasis that I can command that when I wanted to speak on a matter of 
information, it was meant for the members of this House for their deli- 
beration and for their judgment and not for the information of the Hon’ble 
Minister alone. Therefore, I say. Sir, that you will consider whether in 
giving the ruling that I should pass on the information which I wanted 
to give to the House explaining a portion of my speech which was mis- 
understood I was not deprived of the privilege which I have. Speaking 
again on the question, I would remind you that with regard to the question 
of the ruling of a President, the House is the ultimate authority so far as 
this matter is concerned and the matter is left entirely to the House itself 
and you will find that in May’s Parliamentary Practice at page 338, 

Now, Sir. T will request you to consider whether in giving the ruling 
which you did yesterday that 1 should pass on the information to the 
Hon’ble Minister perHonully and not speak to the House to explain the 
portion of my speech as to the effect of the declaration of Bengal as a 
famine area under the Famine Code on the provincial finances, I was not 
deprived of the privilege which I have by way of personal explanation. 

Mfi PRESIDENT* Mr, Mukherjee, yesterday, so far as I understood, 
you rose on a point of information and not on a point of personal explana- 
tion. If you had thus risen to explain your speech, I would have certainly 
allowed j^ou to do so; but my impression was that you wanted to supply 
the information to the Hon’ble Minister and I believe that was the 
impression generally in the House. I shall certainly look into the proceed- 
ings and find out whether 1 was wrong and you were correct. NoW, as 
regards the passing of that information to the Hon’ble Minister, I under- 
stood that you wanted to supply such information to the Hon’ble Minister, 
and I thought that that would disturb or interrupt the honourable member 
who was already on his legs. You had already had more than your time. 
So you would not have been justified in doing what you wanted to do. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Mr. President, Sir, the time allotted to 
me is very short and therefore I will be very brief. At the very outset, I 
say that the first disservice that the Food Minister did was by the Press- 
Note of the 3rd May, 1943. The explanations which are now forthcoming 
are not at all convincing. What he now says was at the back of his mind 
and what was at the back of his mind did not reach outside. Now, when 
he takes credit that he has been successful quite recently to convince the 
Government of India I think that he is taking all credit for which credit 
is not due to him at all. He said that he repeatedly tried to convince the 
Government of India and he failed. He failed. Sir, because he was con- 
fronted with his own statement. Sir, the statement that was published on 
the 3rd May, 1943, in the Bengal Weekly in all dailies said that there 
was no shortage in Bengal. When he made the statement that there was 
no shortage of ioodgra<m8 in Bengal, he should have been aware what sort 
of treatment would meted out to him by the - Government of India. 



1W3.] SPECIAL MOTION. m 

If the Government of India are now feeling the pangs of oonscienoei it ia 
not because of the efforts of the Hon’ble Minister but because of tho 
repeated attempts made by the Opposition both during this session and 
during the last session emphasising the fact that there was a serious shortage 
of rice in Bengal. So, the credit instead of being due to the Hon’bltr 
Minister is really a credit due to the Opposition. 

The second disservice which the Hon’ble Food Minister has iloue is to> 
say that not every part of Bengal is famine-stricken. Sir, this is a time- 
when . the conscience of the whole world has been roused with 
regard to the food position in Bengal. If the Hon’ble Food Minister 
has read Reuter’s telegrams that appeared today and yesterday he will 
know that the conscience of the whole world has been stirred by the fact 
that there is a terrible famine going on in Bengal; therefore, u statement 
like this that famine has not occurred’ in every part of Bengal is a distinct 
disservice. A Minister who can make a statement like that gives away 
his whole case and as a matter of fact he has no right to call upon the 
United Nations to come to the rescue of Bengal. 1 assert again that a 
serious famine is raging in every part of Bengal. I would ask the Food 
Minister one simple question: what does he mean by “every part of 
Bengal’’? Is he not aware that in every village of Bengal there is a 
large class of population who is entirely dependent ui)on labour? * There 
is a large section of fishermen living upon income derived from fishing 
and that for lack of boats due to the denial policy of the (lovernment,^ 
their chief means of earning has been lost to them? There is also a large 
class of population, namely, artisans and agricultural labourers and poor 
middle-class BhadraJogs who are entirely dependent upon the sweat of their 
brow to earn the wherewithal to support themselves and their families. 
Now, Sir, when the Hon’ble Minister admits in his reply the existence of 
a serious situation caused by the high prices of foodgrains, and also- 
that there is serious shortage of foodgrains, how can he say in the 
same breath that every part of Bengal is not affected ? Hoes he not know 
that the people I have named are to be found in every village of Bengal 
and that they are in a serious predicament and are going almost wdlhout- 
food? I have heard the story from the labourers themselves who say that 
when they were getting four annas a day they had quite .sufficient to eat 
and wear; with that small amount they could purchase their rice and dat 
but now though they are earning as much as perhaps rupee one a day in 
some cases, that is not quite sufficient to fill their belly with one meal a 
day, not to speak of the members of their families. So I repeat that the 
Minister has done a great disservice in declaring today that famine does 
not exist in every part of Bengal but only in some parts. May I know. 
Sir, what is the Hon’ble Minister’s notion of a famine and famine condi- 
tions? Perhaps his idea is that every one in Bengal must have to be 
famine-stricken before famine can be declared. Perhaps he thinks that aa 
long as the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy does not starve and so Jong as 
his supporters do not starve, there is no famine. When he declared that 
Government did all that it could, may I ask, Sir, what the Government 
have done? What the Government have done w'e know. Government did 
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something no doubt for their own servants ; they paid their own servants 
subsidies as much as they could; they also afforded facilities for the 
employers, their labourers and to the mill-owners, and industrial organisa- 
tions. These are the people who have benefited by the subsidies provided 
by Government. But these are not definitely the people in respct of whom 
we say that a famine exists. Outside this class of people there are vast 
tuillions of .people who are affected not only by the high prices but by 
scarcity of foodgrains. Deaths from starvation have revealed the real state 
of things even in Calcutta. You do not know the fact that from the 
interior of all the districts people in large numbers are- leaving their 
hearths and homes and a(!tually begging in towns and cities? I am sur- 
prised to find the Hon’ble Minister saying that not every part in Bengal 
is famine-stricken. Then, Sir, besides the Press-Note of the Hon'ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy which has done a distinct disservice to the province, the 
price-control order of the Hon’ble Minister is another disservice done to 
the masses. If control of price is exercised, it is necessary that it should 
be for all. At the same time, I do say that the Government which enforces 
price-control must be in possession of sufficient supplies of foodgrains, so 
that when trade goes out of the market, when trade hides its bead. Govern- 
ment may pin its responsibility on to the people and meet the demand. 
Where Government fails to do so, it is guilty of dereliction of duty. So 
this Government has clearly done a great disservice to the people. As I 
understood the price-control order, it has produced the effect of rice dis- 
appearing from the markets of Bengal and you" have to get it only at a 
very high price in the black market. In defence of the price-control order 
the Hon’ble Minister made an appeal to us to go out in the mufassil and 
persuade the agriculturists and others to come put with their foodgrains. 
Well,' Sir, I tell him in his face that no persuasion will do and there is no 
doubt about the fact that there is a serious shortage of rice in the Province. 
You yourself have made a food-drive and food census and you know that 
there are no hoards amongst the agriculturists, that most ot the districts 
have declared themselves deficit. After making that declaration and saying 
that the districts are deficit, you turn round now and say go to the mufassil 
and persuade the people to come out with thb hoards. It is a difficult 
logic to understand. We tried our best (interruptions from the Govern- 

ment Benches). Do not interrupt me. We have tried our best to 
persuade the agriculturists to bring out their hoatds, if any, and 
place them before the market. We think that they did so wherever 
they could. But now they have ^ not got anything, where will they 
get hoards? You are the Secretary of the Muslim League which ypu 
claim represents cent, per cent. Muslims of Bengal. You also pretend 
to lead the Muslim population of Bengal. If your claim is nut a mere 
pretence, I tell yoti in your face, why don’t you go yoursell to the agri- 
culturists and persuade them to come out with what foo^Taihs they have 
got? 90 per cent, of the agriculturists are Muslims. If you have any 
influence with them, why don’t you go and ask them to come out with 
their hoards in order to ease the situation? But you have no point. You 
can meet the poiht,‘’if really your point is true. - 
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Then, Sir, criticisms have been made al>out propaganda. Yes, we have 
made propaganda and criticisms of all your action.^ and the results have 
been beneficial not only to you but to all the people of the province. The 
conscience of the world has been stirred as never before. With regard to 
the wheat from the Punjab — why a Costing Officer should be sent down 
from the Punjab — why you are anxious to avoid a public enquiry? Why 
not have a public enquiry or a tribunal to go into the matter? A public 
enquiry can satisfy every one. Many complaints have been made against 
the appointment.s made in your department, about the selection of c«>ntrac- 
tors, agents, such as Messrs. Ispahani & Co. These matters can be 
satisfactorily gone into by a public enquiry. Why avoid an open enquiry 
go in for a Costing Officer? 

Lastly, Sir, I would also refer to the matter of Mr. N. M. Khan, l.c.s. 
Sir, the Hon’ble Minister gives a certificate to Mr. N. M. Khan saying 
that he was an excellent officer with <lrive and imagination, but on oui' 
part we say that he is not at all like that. We know his doings at 
Bralimanbaria where damage suits were brought against him and decreed; 
we know also how he escaped from payment of compensation on upi>eal 
to the High Court on technical groumls. We know his activities in 
Miduapore, his connivance of the atrocities and misdeeds prepetrated there. 
We know also what pranks he ])layed in .lessore before coming to Midna- 
pore; the less said about him the better. Sir. I do not intend to take up the 
time of the House further and 1 will close by liiaking the suggestion that 
Government should at once declare famine in Bengal and should take the 
responsihility of feeding the destitutes. I know. Sir, that the provincial 
revenues may not be sufficient to meet the situation; but. Sir, uow that 
the conscience of the world hu.s been aroused, snpjdies will flow from all 
parts of the world; and I think that if famine is declared, the situation of 
Bengal wdll be eased in no time. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will the Hoii’ble Miui.ster reply? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir, T do not intend 
to do that, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. The question before the House is: 
that this Council is of opinion that the statement of the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of Civil Supplies on the jjolicy punsued by the Ministry' with 
regard to the food situation in Bengal is extremely disappointing and 
unsatisfactory^ that its latest action in promulgating the Price Control 
Order without making suitable provision tor supplies of rice and other 
foodgrains has intensified the crisis, that it failed to adopt adequate 
measures to discharge the elementary responsibility of saving human lives 
from deaths due to starvation and has so far failed also to introduce 
stationing. This Council is further of opinion that the Government should 
declare Bengal a Famine Area and take upon itself the responsibility of 
feeding the destitute. 

21 
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To which the following amendment has been moved: 

That after the word “deHtitute” occurring at the end of the motion, 
the following be added, namely: — 

‘‘This Council is further of opinion that — 

(i) immediate steps should be taken to isolate the big consuming 
areas like Calcutta and Howrah including their industrial 
suburbs, Chittagong, Dacca, Narayanganj, all places of 
military concentration and construction and big evacuees’ camps, 
from the rest of Bengal, with a view to maintain the supplies 
in such areas with the imports from outside and to retain the 
supplies in rural Bengal for the relief of the poor masses and 
middle classes as far as practicable, supplementing the same 
with surplus of the foodgrains from outside Bengal to relieve 
specially deficit areas. 

(u) immediate steps should be taken to prevent the purchase of aus 
paddy and rice as also the coming aman crop by big traders 
from outside, whether Government Agents or others, at cpmpe- 
tetive prices, and to prohibit the export of such foodgrains to 
the bigger consuming centres isolated as above; 

{Hi) immediate steps should be taken to secure cent, per cent, control 
over supply, prices and distribution of foodgrains available 
from whatever source, to be carried on by agency 
enjoying 100 per cent, confidence of the people;” 


Mr. PRESIDENT. I will first put the amendment to the vote of 
the House. 


(The amendment was negatived.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Now I will put the original motion. 

The following motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das was then put: — 

That this Council is of opinion that the statement of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of Civil Supplies on the policy pursued Ijy the Ministry 
with regard to the food situation in Bengal is extremely disappointing and 
unsatisfactory, that its latest action in promulgating the Price Control 
Order without making suitable provision for supplies of rice and other 
foodgrains has intensified the crisis, that it failed to adopt adequate 
measures to discharge the elementary responsibility of saving human lives 
from deaths due to starvation and has so far failed also to introduce 
Bationing. This Council is further of. opinion that the Governmefit should 
declare Bengal a Famine Area and take upon itself the responsibility of 
feeding the destitute. 

A division was then challenged and taken with the following result: — 


Mr. Altaf All 
Mr. 8. C. Chakraverti 
Mr. L. C. Oaa 
Mr, B. Oi DatU 
Mr. N. c. Oatta 
Mr. Humayun Kabir 


AY £8—12. 

Ral Bahadiir 8. M. Maltra 
Mr. H, O. Mafimnlar 
Mr. N. N. Mofmlanablsh 
Mr. B. e,.Miiklier|i 
Mr. R. Ral ChoiMttmri 
Mr. A, B, Roy 
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Khan Sahib Pariduddin Ahmed 

Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed 

Mr. Nur Ahmed 

Mr. Suttanuddin Ahmed 

Khan Sahib Nurul Amin 

Khan Sahib Abdui Aziz 

Mr. D. L. Barua 

Mr. Moazzemali Chowdhury 

Mr. Hamidui Huq Chowdhury 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Hamid Chowdhury 

Mr. C. E. Clarke 

Mr. D. J. Cohen 

Mrs. K D.’Rozario 

Mrs. L. P. Dutt 

Mr. R. W. N. Ferguson 


NOES— 28. 

Khan Bahadur Abdul Qofran 
The Hon'bie Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaz' 
zamuddin Hosain. 

Mr. Latafat Hossain 
Mr. w. B. G. Laldiaw 
Mr. Abdul Latiff 
Mr. J. McFarlane 
Khan Sahib Subid Aii Molla 
Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin 
Mr. T. B. Nimmo 
Khan Sahib Abul Quasem 
Rai Bahadur R. B. Roy 
Mr. Yakub H. S. Sattar 
Khan Bahadur M. Shamsuzzoha 


Mr. PRESIDENTS Order, order. The House has divided. For the 
motion — 12; ag^ainst tlie motion — 28. Tim motion is, therefore, nefratived. 


NON-OFFICIAL BILLS. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: We shall now take uj) the non-official Bills, 

.« 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, helore you take uj) the non-officual 
Bills, may 1 make one suhmissioti P There are some Bills for introduction 
only, which will only take five minute.s. May' 1 request you to take them 
up first? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I am afraid that cannot he done under the rules. 
The Bills already under discussion must he taken up first, Mr. Nur Ahmed. 

Tho Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr, NUR AHMED: I beg' to move that the Bengal Public Oambliug 
(Amendment) Bill, 1940, us reported by the Select Committee, be taken 
into, consideration . 

Sir, I have explained the purpose of this amending Bill to this Hojase 
on more than one occasion. This Bill was referred to a Select Committee 
by a motion of this House in 1941. After a good deal of lime haalieen 
spent, it has at last come up before this House with the report of the Select 
Committee. Gambling is a thing which is doing incalculable harm to the 
society. It increases the misery of the people especially the poor 
people. The original Act was passed so long ago as 1807. Since then 
the world has undergone great changes and Bengal has undergone a 
startling change. Here human ingenuity has discovered new fornis of 
gambling which were not contemplated at the time when the original 
Bill was passed. The Select Committee was unanimous. It made several 
modifications — some clauses were omitted and some were changed. The 
main provision of the Bill is to amend the definition of the term 
'‘gambling.” It is a known fact that in carnivals and other shows various 
Dew forms of gambling are carried on to the utter ruin of thd poor people 
^ho fall prey to temptations. In this amending Bill, a clause has been 
added to make these sorts of gambling punishable. Provision has been 
made to extend it to some places. There is a great deal of demand for the 
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extension of the provision of the Act to the whole of Bengal with the 
exception of Calcutta. Sir, the definition , of the instruments has been 
made up-to-date and the newest phase of gambling has been included in 
it, and also the punishment has been made more stringent. Sir, I hope 
the House will support this Bill. AVith these words, I move my motion 
for consideration. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: 

That the Bengal Public Gambling (Amendment) - Bill, 1940, as 
reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Public 
Gambling (Amendment) Bill, 1940, as settled in the Council, be passed, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Mr. Niir Ahmed, 1 must put the 
clause first. The question before the House is : that clause. 1 stand 
part of the Bill. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: On a point of order. Sir. 1 submit that 
clauses cannot be taken up today, for time must be given to us to put 
in amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill was referred to a Select Committee, and 
it has come out of the Select Committee already : so no other motion can 
be moved. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: No, Sir, 1 do not want to put in any such 
amendment. There are one or two points which might require amendment. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May I submit, Sir, that this motion for considera- 
tion and passing was duly circulated and no amendment was tabled, I 
gave due notice of motion for consideration OwS well. as of passing. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, we do not want to oppose the considera- 
tion of the Bill; but we might have given notices of some amendments, if 
we had time. In view of this. Sir, I submit that this Bill cannot be taken 
up, clause by clause, today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. As there is objection to the Bill 
being taken up, clause by clause, today, I am afraid the Chair canqot take 
up the Bill at the present moment. As time for putting in amendments 
will have to be given, the Bill cannot be taken up this session at all. 

The Bengal Atfeocates* Robes Bill, 1941. 

Rai Bahadur BROdENORA MOHAN MAITRA: Sir, I beg to move 

that the Advocates* Robes Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration. 

In doing so, I have not much to add to what I submitted to the House 
on the 25th September, 1942, when the Bill, was first discussed. The 
whole idea is uniformity of robes amongst Advocates of the High Court 
however recruited. All that I want is that all Advocates of the Calcutta 
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High Court should wesir oiit* specific robe. My Bill aims a1 carrying out 
the recommendations of the Indian Bar Committee and furthering the 
object for which the Indian Bar (’ouncils Act was passed. It will be 
simply unfortunate if there is no ofie uniform and specific robe for an 
Advocate of the (Calcutta High Court. 

At present, as I iuive set out in my Objects and Ueasons, there are 
three kinds of robes worn. The Advocates’ robe which is the general 
robe for all Advocates, the Barrister.s’ robe and the Vakils’ Blue gown. 
What I want to do away with is the Barristers’ robe and the Vakils’ blue 
gown. And I want it because leaving out the Attorneys with whom the 
present Bill has no concern, every one, be he a Barrister or anything else, 
practises in the Calcutta High Court only as an Advocate and as nothing 
else. I will read out to the Hou.se clau.se (J) of section 8 of the Indian 
Bar (.’ouncils Act XXXVIII of 192(5 which is in these terms: — 

‘‘No person shall be entitled as of right to practise in any High Court 
unless his name is entered in the roll of the Advocates of the 
High CJourt maintained under this Act: 

Provided that nothing in this sub-section shall apply to any Attorney 
of the High Court”. 

The House knows that the Indian Bar (,‘ouncils Act of 192(5 was passed 
to carry out the recommendations of the Indian Bar Committee of 1924 
which reported among other tilings that in all High Courts a single grade 
of practitioners entitled to plead .should be enrolled to be called Advocates 
(not Barristers) the grade of High Court Vakils and Pleaders being 
abolished, etc. 

I have seen the opinion of the Calcutta Bar Library (.’lub but with 
utmost respect to that learned body I do not see that it really touches the 
basic point. It is more or less vituperative and lacks in sound argument. 
They say that the Bill is intended to deprive them of their gown. Not at 
all; there is no question of depriving anybody of anything. What I want 
is uniformity amongst all advocates. If by such uniformity any kind of 
robe now in vogue is taken away, the situation cannot be helped. I have 
no quarrel with the Barrister or the non-Barrister. The difficulty is that 
Barristers or non-barristers — all practise according to law — I mean the Bar 
Councils Act — only as Advocates. After recruitment in the High Court 
the distinction is swept away. After enrolment as Advocate there is no 
Barrister (by which would I mean a member of the English Bar qualified 
in the Inns of Court) and there is no vakil in the eye of the High Court. 
Call to Bar in England is only a qualification for admission into the roll 
of the Advocates of the High Court just as much as a B.L. degree of an 
Indian University. There being thus one and only one single grade of 
practitioners, there should appropriately be only one single uniform robe. 
My respectful answer to the Calcutta Bar Library Club is that if they do 
uot feel shy in practising under the denomination of an Advocate, I wonder 
why they should feel shy in wearing the Advocates’ robe. If they can 
take the name, what objection can they possibly have to take the robe? It 
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is said that Barristers had been wearing their robes since time immemorial, 
but it is forgotten that before 192G, it was principally the Barristers who 
used to be enrolled under the Letters Patent as Advocates of the High Court. 
There was no idea, until the Indian Bar Councils Act came into operation, 
of one unified Indian Bar in whatever manner recruited and it is this Act, 
viz., the Bar Councils Act that made it law by section 8(7) quoted above 
that in tlqj.High Court there will be only one roll of Advocates, the denomina- 
tion of vakils and pleaders being abolished. As the Barristers had been 
practising not as Barristers' but as Advo(*.ates, there was no question of the 
abolition of the denomination of Barristers. It is also suggested that as 
it is a domestic matter it should be dealt with by the High Court; but I 
have already given my answer to this suggestion in my Statement of Objects 
and Eeasons. The High Court has failed to do what was required of it, 
They have prescribed and Advocate’s robe without making it compulsory. I 
do not really see the point in maintaining the Barristers’ robe and the Vakils’ 
gown, when there are no such practitioners as Barristers or Vakils. The 
rules are, therefore, anomalous and display a weakness 'on the part of that 
august body. 

In my speech introducing the Bill, I made it clear that I have no 
fascination for the Barristers’ gown. I do not want the Barristers’ gown. 
I want an Advocates robe, let that robe Ife whatever it may be in the 
discretion of the High Court: whether it be the Barristers’ gown as in the 
Federal Court, which is the robe for all practitioners. Barristers or non- 
barristers or whether it be the present Advocates gown or the Vakils blue 
gown or any other gown. I do not mind even simple dhuti, panjaH and 
chadar, provided it is uniform. 

There may be an impression that as the Barristers gown has been 
granted by the Inns of Court of England or Ireland, that cannot be taken 
away or interfered with by any other body. That is an idle argument. 
It is an academic robe. Let the Barristers wear their own gown as much 
as they like outside the court; but when the Barristers come to practise 
the profession of an Advocate, they have to wear the distinctive robe of an 
Advocate. I have already told the House that Barristers do not practise 
in India as Barristers but as Advocates. A B.L. or M.L. or D.L. of the 
Calcutta University has his own distinctive robes but he cannot wear such 
robes when he comes to practise as an Advocate of the Calcutta High 
Court. There is, therefore, no point in suggesting that this Bill intends to 
take away the Barristers gown or to copy it for all Advocates. It has also 
been said that the Bill is not for the benefit of the people. I respectfully 
differ. People are interested because an Indian Bar is of national import- 
ance and it is from this nationalistic notion of an Indian Bar that the Bar 
Councils Act was passed. The present Bill is also intended for the same 
purpose, viz., the unification of the Indian Bar. It is a question of the 
Indian prestige, dignity and self-respect. 

After the Bar Councils Act, there is no English Bar. There is only the 
Indian Bar and there is no reason why a robe peculiar to the English Bar 
should continue. I may also mention that the High Court Judges whether 
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recruited from the Indian Civil Service or from the British Advocates or 
Vakil Advocates, they all wear the same robes. 

Mfa PRESIDENT* Motion moved: that the Bengal Advocates’ Robes 
Bill, 1941, be taken into cousideriition, 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Sir. I beg to move that the Bill bo 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruft' Hossaiu, Khan Bahadur, 

Minister in charge of Judicial Department, 

(2) Bai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee, 

(5) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(6) Maulvi Khorshed Alaiu Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Hamidul Huq Cliowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(9) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(10) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, and 

(11) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st December, 1943, and 
that the number of members Avhose presence shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a quorum shall be four. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Have you obtained the consent of the members 
you have suggested for the Select Committee? 

Mr. ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: The question before the House is: that Bengal 
Advocates’ Robes Bill, 1941, be taken into consideration, to which an 
amendment has been moved that the Bill be referred to a Select Cotn- 
mittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossaiu, Khan Bahadur, 

Minister in charge of Judicial Department, 

(2) Bai Bahadur Brojendra Mohon Maitra, 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta, 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherjee, 

(5) Mr. W. B. G. Laidlaw, 

(6) Maulvi Khorshed Alam Chowdhury, 

(7) Mr. Hamidul Huq Chowdhury, 

(8) Mr. Nur Ahmed, 

(9) Khan Sahib Abul Quasem, 

(10) Khan Sahib Nurul Amin, and 

(11) Mr. Dhirendra Lai Barua, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 31st December, 1943, and 
that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute 
a quorum shall be four. 
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(The motion waH agreed to.) 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I shall not move the motions relating to 
reference of my Bills to select committees. I shall only move motions for 
circulation and introduction. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: All right. 


The Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1S40. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Suppression 
of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be circlulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th January, 1944. 

As the Bill is going to be circulated, the honourable members will be 
in a position to know the provisions of the Bill ; and so I do not wish to 
take up the time of the House by any speech. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: 

That the Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic (Amendment) Bill, 
1940, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
30th Janaury, 1944. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


The Bengal Probation of First Offenders Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bengal Probation of 
First Offenders Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon by the 31st March, 1944. 

•Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: 

That the Bengal Probation of First Offenders Bill, 1942, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31 st March, 1944. 

(The motion was itgreed to.) 


The Bengal Indecent Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move that the Bill be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st January, 1944. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: 

That the Bengal Indecent Advertisement Prevention Bill, 1942, be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting bpinion thereon by the 3l8t 
January, 1944. 
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■. Mr* NAGENDRA HATH MOHOLANOBISHs I rise oa ft poiat of 
ord«r, Sir. We have aot got copies of this Bill. I think that unAer the 
rules before any motion for the consideration of a Bill or for reference of 
ft Bill to a select committee or any other motion can be moved, copies of the 
Bill should be supplied to members of the House. I would refer you to the 
proviso to rule 56 of the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* Are you quite sure that you have not got a copy 
of this Bill? When the Bill was introduced, copies must have been 
circulated to all the members. 

Mr* NAGENDRA NATH MOHOLANOBI8H: But there are some 
who have become members of this House after this Bill was introduced; 
and 1 am one of them. 

Mr* NUR AHMED: May 1 submit that when the Bill was introduced, 
it was published in the Calcutta Gazette and copies of the Calcutta Gazette 
are sent to every member of the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But they weie not members of this House at thfl 
time and so they did not receive any copy of the Calcutta Gazette. 

Mr* ME8BAHUDDIN AHMED: In that case, no such motion can be 
moved. 

Mr* NUR AHMED: Will then similar objection apply to all such Bills 
of mine? 

Mr* PRESIDENT: Yes, certainly. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Then I do not move my Bills of this nature. 


The Bengal Famine Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Famine Insurance Fund (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
given to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Famine Insurance Fund 
(Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 


The Himhi Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to Agricultural Land) 

Bill, 1943* 

Mr. NAGENDRA HATH M0H0LAN0BI8H: Sir, I beg to move for 
leave to introduce the Hindu Women’s Rights to Property (Extension to 
Agricultural Land) Biil, 1943. 

22 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! The question before the House is: that letfve be 
granted to Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanobish to introduce the Hindu 
Women’s Eights to Property (Extension of Agricultural Land) Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

The Secretary then read the title of the Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bill is introduced. 

Mr. MESBAHUDDIN AHMAD: Is it necessary that copies of the 
Bill should be circulated. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: After the Bill is introduced, copies are to be 
circulated. 


The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Mr. Humayun Kabir to introduce the Bengal Local Self- 
Government (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 
1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Local Self-Government (Amendment) 
Bill, 1943, is introduced. 


The Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Children (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Children (Amendment) 
Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Children (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Children (Amendment) BiU, 1943, 
is introduced. 


The Bengal Crtminal Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 1948. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Criminal Procedure (Election Offences) Amendment BUI, 1943. 
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PRESIDENTS The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Criminal Procedure 
(Election Offences) Amendment Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARYs The Bengal Criminal Procedure (Election Offences) 
Amendment Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT* The Bengal Criminal Procedure (Election 
Offences) Amendment Bill, 1943, is introduced. 


The Bengal Holy Quoran Sale Bill, 1843. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Holy Quoran Sale Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Holy Quoran Sale 
Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Holy Quoran Sale Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Holy Quoran Sale Bill, 1943, is 
introduced. 


The Bengal Mueio in the Muslim Shrine Prohibition Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Music in the Muslim Shrine Prohibition Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Music in the Muslim 
Shrine Prohibition Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Music in the Muslim Shrine Prohibited 
Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Music in the Muslim Shrine Prohibition 
Bill, 1943, is introduced. 


Tha Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amandment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Indian 
Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
gtanted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Indian Lunacy (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943. 



m 5ro3r;aPHGiix BiXM. [34th b##:, 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Indian Lunacy - (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: The Indian Lunacy (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1943, is introduced. 


The Bengal Melas Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: I beg to move for leave to introduce the Bengal 
Melas Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Bengal Melas Regulation 
Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Bengal Melas Regulation Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Melas Regulation Bill, 1943, is 
introduced. 


The Land Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the Laud 
Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: On a point of order, 
Sir. May I have a ruling from you as to whether this Bill can be moved in 
view of the fact that this Bill will involve financial obligation on the part of 
the Government? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is a question of interpretation of the law. 1 
would allow the introduction of this Bill and then you may have it inter- 
preted properly in a court of law. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Land Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that leave he 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Land Acquisition (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Land Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Land Acquisition (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1943, is introduced. 
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The li^ian Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir. I to move for leave to introduce the 
Indian Registration (Bengal Ainendnient) Bill, 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is; that leave be 
granted to Mr. Nur Ahmed to introduce the Indian Uegistration (Bengal 
Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

SECRETARY: The Indian Registration (Bengal Ainendnient) Bill, 
1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Indian Registration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1943, is introduced. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr Nur Ahmed, your next Bill regarding the 
Transfer of Broperty and the Indian Hegistration (Bengal Amendment) 
Bill, 1943, y»»u cannot move, because jnevious sanction is not obtained. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: But what about the Bengal Medical (Amend* 
ment) Bill, 1943, Sir? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill. 1943, too 
you cannot move for previous sanction has not yet been obtainerl. 

The House stands adjourned till 9 a.m. on Monday, the 27th September. 

Adjournment. 

The Council then adjourned till 9 u.m. on Monday, the 27th Septembei, 

1943. 
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MEMBEES ABSENT. 

Members absent. 


[24th Sett., 1943.] 


The fallowing members were absent from the meeting held on the 24th 
September, 1943; — 

(1) ) Kltati Bahadur Naziruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Mr. Ilamidnl Huq Ghowdhury. 

(3) Mr. Kamini Kumar Diitta, 

(4) Mr. Mohamed Ilossain. 

(5) Mr. Mungturani Taipuria. 

(()) Mr. llumayun Kubir. 

(7) Maulana Muhammad Akram Khan. 

(8) Mr. Naresli Nath Mookerjee. 

(9) Mr. E. S. Purssell. 

(10) Khau Bahadur Kazi Abdur Eashid. 

(11) Dr. Kumud Sankar Eay. 

(12) Mr. Bireiidra Kishore Eoy Chowdhury. 

(13) Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar. 





BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL DEBATES 


ThM SMtfoii, 1943— No. 8. 


The Council mot in tlie Log'isl&tivB 0h.&iitb6r of the Ijeg^islative 
Building, Calcutta, on Monday, the 27th September, 1943, at 9 am., being 
the eighth day of the Third Session of 1943, pursuant to section (i2 (2) (a) 
of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Pras.\d Sinoh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
^in the Chair. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
Health of University students. 

3« Mr. HUR AHMiED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that the health 
of the University students and of the pupils of the high sc^hools is rapidly 
deteriorating year after year? 

(6) Is it a fact that the latest reports of the Students’ Welfare Committee 
of the University of Calcutta shows that the percentage of students suffer- 
ing from diseases and defects have increased in 1941-42 as compared to that 
of 1939? 

(c) If so, what measures, if any, have been taken by the (tovernment to 
prevent this deterioration in the health of the students and to remove the 
defects and diseases? 

MINISTER in oharge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tantizuddin Khan): (a) No. 

(6) Yes. The rise in the incidence of diseases requiring immediate atten- 
tion is mainlv due to the increase in the number of students found to bo 
suffering from enlarged tonsils and congested throat. (Vide p. 2, Report 
of the Students’ Welfare Committee, 1941-42.) 

The activities of the Students’ Welfare Cf)mmittee of the Calcutta 
University are mainly confined to Calcutta. 

(e) Under the Youth Welfare Scheme trained teachers for Physical 
Education for high, middle and primary schools have been supplied, grants 
have been given for free supply of tiffin to poor students in high schools and 
grants have been given to schools for the purchase of apparatus, improvement 
of playgrounds or gymnasium, etc. 

Mr. HARlbAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state. if there is standing medical board to look into the welfare of students, 
particularly in reference to diseases of the throat which are prevalent in 
Calcutta P 

Th9 Hoii’bto Mr. TAMIZUODIN KHAN: There is no medical board. 
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Mr. MAJ[UMDAR! Do the Govemment propoee to consider 

the advisability of forming a board like Umt in the near futtire ? 

Til# HonHlto Mr. TAMIZUODIN KljAN: There are arrangements for 
treating this disease but whether it will be necessary to have a board for 
that purpose, that is a consideration which I shall look into it. 

SmBtl4oal0 iflidustriM. 

37. Mir. NUR AHMIED. (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 

Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state what 

cottage and small-scale industries have been specially developed in Bengal 

during the present war period in order to meet the demands of the go^s 

imported from Japan, Germany, Italy, Austria and other hostile countries ? 

* 

(6) What is the annual production of articles from each of these indus- 
tries and what is the annual value of the production of each P 

(c) What special facilities and assistance have been given by the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal to encourage and help the workers of these cottage and 
small-scale industries in Bengal P 

(d) How much money has been advanced as loan and contribution under 
the provisions of the Bengal State Aid to Industries Act in the years 1938-39, 
1939-40, 1940-41, 1941-42 and 1942-43, respectively, and to whom such loans 
and contributions have been given during these years P 

Mr. BIREN ROY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja Shahabudditi): 

{a) As a result of the war situation and the efforts of the Department of 
Industries in a direct or indirect manner sola hat-making, hemp net- 
making, manufacture of woollen blankets, silk industry, hosiery industry, 
cutlery industry and horn industry have received a considerable stimulus. 

(b) Since no complete survey of the industries has been made, the required 
data are not available. 

(c) The Department of Industries assisted a number of cottage and small 
industries by securing to them the patronage of Government of India in the 
shape of orders for their products by financial loans in some cases, and also 
by organising production in a few cases. 

(d) Statement is laid in the Library Table. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: With reference to part (a) of the 
question, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether he has made 
any investigation into the department as to how far the industries men- 
tioned therein have made progress in regard to increase of capital or output P 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It has already been stated in reply to (6) that ‘‘Since 
no complete survey of the industries has been made, the required data are 
not available”. 

« 

Mr. HARiOAB MAZUMDAR: Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
department aware that industry of sola hat-making, hemp net-makihg, 
manufacture of woollen blankets, silk industry, hosiery industry, etc., has 
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bMn allowsd to bo centralised in the hands of the big capitalists leaving no 
opportunity for small investors? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: That is not a fact. 

OfRoeii of the Education Dop ar tmont. 

38. Mr. NUR AHMED (on behalf of Dr. Kasiruddin Talukdar): 

(a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be 
pleased to state what is the total number of officers and of the members 
of the other staff in the Education Department? Out of them, how many 
are Moslems and how many are non-Moslems ? 

(6) What is the total number of professors, lecturers ♦ and other staff 
in the— 

(i) Government Colleges; 

(»i) Government Collegiate High Schools; and 

(m} Government Professional Colleges and Schools, including Govern- 
'ment Commercial School and other similar institutions, respec- 
tively ? 

(c) Out of them, how many are Mt>8lem8 and how many are non- 
Moslems ? 

(il) What were the percentages of Moslems and non-Moslems, respectively, 
in these services on the 3()th November, 1942? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: A statement furnishing the 
required particulars is laid on the Table. 

Statement of information referred, to in reply to queMion No. 38. 

(a) (i) Total number of posts in the Education Department 

on the 30th November, 1942 ... 3,469 

(ii) Total number of Moslems ... 1,069 

(ut) Total number of non-Moslems ... 1,400 

(b) , (c) and (d) (i) Total number of Professors, Lecturers and 

other staff in Government Colleges ' ... 456 

Number of Moslems — 169. 

Number of non-Moslems — 297. 

Percentage of Moslems — 34 '87. 

Percentage of non-Moslems — 66 '13. 

(ft) Total number of teachers and other staff in Government 
Collegiate High Schools and Normal Schools on the 
30th November, 1942 ... ^131 

Number of Moslems — 302. 

Number of non-Moslems — 529. 

Percentage of Moslems — 36*34. 

Percentage of non-Moslems — 63*66. 
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(iit) Total number of Professors, Lecturers and other staff in 
Gh>vemment Professional Colleges including Govern- 
ment Commercial School and other similar institutions 
on the 30th Noveml)er, 1942 ... 536 

Number of Moslems — 256. 

Number of non-Moslems — 280- 

Percentage of Moslems— 47 j76. 

Percentage of non-Moslems — 52 •.24. 

— The figures do not include temporary and part-time officers and 
menials.) « 

Bankurt Histriot Relief Committee. 

M. Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHARJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
he is aware of a meeting of the Bankura District Belief Committee consist- 
ing of officials and non-officials held on the 2l8t May, 1943, at Bankura 
Edward Memorial Hall to consider the question of declaring Bankura to be 
a famine area? , 

(6) If the answer to part (a) be in ihe affinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what resolution was passed ? ' 

(c) Will the Hon’bl© Minister be pleased to state if any action has been 
taken by the Government on the resolution, and if so, what action has been 
taken thereon ? If not, why not ? 

{(1) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if he is aware that one 
Chandi Bagdiny, mother of Bakhahari Bagdi, of village Lodna, police-station 
Onda, district Bankura, died of starvation in the early part of June, 1943? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Yes. 

(5) A copy of the resolution is placed on the Table. 

(c) Sectional distress of a serious nature prevails in the district and to 
meet the situation, the following relief measures have been sanctioned: — 

Rs. 

(t) Agricultural Loans ... 6,00,000 

(u) Gratuitous relief ... 1,60,000 

(in) Test works ... 2,00,000 

In view of the relief measures that were taken the question of declaring 
the district as a famine area did not arise. 

(d) An old woman named Chandra vali Bagdiny is reported to have died 
on the 11th June, 1943, at the age of about seventy-five years of apoplexy 
and blood pressure as the result of a fall. 
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Statement referred to in reply to question No. 39. 

Th£ minutes of the proceedings of the Bankuea District Relief CJom- 
MITTEK recorded AT THEIR MEETING lUXI) ON IltK t>2Nl> MaY, 1943, AT 
6 p.M., AT THE Edward Memorul Hall. 

The following members were present : — 

1. District Magistrate, Baiikura—ZVoo/c/it, on the Chair. 

2. Dr. R. Baneriee, Secretary’, IRstrict Relief Committee. 

3. The Subdivisional OfiScer, Bankura. 

4. The Subdivisional Officer, Vishnupur. 

5. The District Engineer, Bankura. 

0. The District Health Officer, Bankura. 

7. Rai Sahib Rainrabi Mukherjee. 

8. Sj. Sarat Kumar Bose. 

9. The Manager, Darbhanga Raj. 

10. Swami Parameswarananda. 

11. Sj. Sasanka Sekhar Banerjee. 

12. Sj. Manindra Bhu.san Sinha. 

13. Chairman, Bankui'a Miinicipalitv. 

14. Sj. Chandratan Rathi. 

15. Sj, Banarashilall Mudi. 

16. Sj. Probodh Chandra Roy, 

17. The Districl Inspector of S<*hool.‘i, Bankura. 

18. Sj. Fulchand Rout. 

19. Sj. Probodh Chandra Dutta, 

20. Sj. Naha Kumar Sen. 

21. Rai Sahib Rajendra (.'handru Banerjee. 

22. Rai Sahib Banku Behari Dutta. 

23. Sj. Hiralal Mitra. 

24. Sj. Hem Chandra Dalai. 

26. Sj. Ramnalini Ohakraborty. 

26. Munshi Abdul Karim Mandal. 

27. The Sub-Manager, Burdwan Raj. 

28. Sj. Rakhahari Banerjee. 

29. Sj. Narendra Nath Bose, 

30. Sj. Mrinal Kanti Mukherjee. 

31. Sj. Gopal Chandra Nandi. 

32. Sj. Samarendra Nath Banerjee. 

33. Sj. Gosta Behari Mitra. 

34. Maulvi Ubedar Rahim. 

1. Resolved that the minutes of the proceedings of the last public 
meeting held on the 3rd May, 1943, be confirmed. 

Babu Probodh Chandra Roy proposed that an Executive Committee 
should be formed at the next meeting and the scope of work of that executive 
committee should also be defined. 

Rai Sahib R. C. Banerjee explained the necessity of forming an Executive 
Committee. 
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Sj. M. B. Sinha explained in detail the method of work done in 
connection with the previous distress by the District Relief Committee. 

President explained the work to be done by the District Relief 
Committee. 

Secretary then read out his report with the details of work done in con- 
nection with re-excavatio'n of tanks and test relief works on roads and it was 
adopted (the report of Secretary enclosed). 

Sj. M. B. Sinha moved the following resolution which was seconded Iby 
Sj. Probodh Chandra Roy. 

“In view of the fact that the local and widespread failure of rice crop 
attended by extreme dearness and scarcity of foo<l grain, has created in 
Bar.kura which is solely one crop, district conditions which are as bad as, 
if not worse than, those envisaged in the Famine Code and further in view 
of the fact that the situation has in the course of the last one month or more 
developed into a critically dangerous degree, be it resolved. 

That the Government be urged to declare famine in the district and to 
authorise the Collector to supply freely and liberally the provisions of the 
Famine Code to deal effectively with the relief problem and .thereby to avert 
starvation and deaths. 

That, to proceed with, as it is not possible in view of the enormities and 
uncertainties of the situation to make at this stage any definite forecast of 
the financial requirements involved in carrying out the relief operation 
successfully, a rough estimate of the cost be submitted to the Collector for 
favour of transmission to the Government, namely: (i) 4 lakhs of rupees 
for test works, (m) 5 lakhs for gratuitous relief in the shape of rice doles 
and clothing, and (m) 2 lakhs for special relief measures, with request that 
the Government would continue making advances by instalments according 
to the requisitions of the Collector to be made from time to time according 
as the exigencies of the situation will demand.”’ 

Maulvi TJbedar Rahim moved an amendment that the motion of Sj. M. B. 
Sinha be postponed for a fortnight to enable further investigations and to 
collect necessary facts and figures regarding relief work at the Vishnupur 
subdivision. 

It was seconded by Sj. Sasanka Sekhar Banerjee. 

•V 

The amendment was put to vote first and it was lost and the original 
motion of Sj. H. B. Sinha was carried. 

The President, Subdivisional Officer, Sadar, and Subdivision*! Officer, 
Vishnupur, dissenting. 

President then narrated the scope of work of the District Relief Com- 
mittee and it was proposed, by the President that an appeal be issued for 
collection of funds for the relief of the distress in the district and the 
membws of the District Relief Oommittee should personally exert themselves 
for the collection of funds. The Secretary be requested to draft the appeal 
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in conBultfttioii with the President and the appeal be circulated under the 
eijf^ture of the President of District Relief Committee and to print as many 
copies as would be thought necessary hy the Secretary. 

This was unanimously carried. 

Then the meeting dissolved. 

Sd. R. C. Dutt, 

' * 

Ptesident. 

Mr« HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if there were any deaths due to starvation in that area? 

The Hoii*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Not reported. 

“Grow More Food*’ oompoigiv 

40. Mr. BIRENDRA KI8H0RE ROY CHOWDHURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to 
state — 

(0) the steps taken so far by the Government in stimulating greater 

production of foo<l in Bengal; and 

(6) the amount of new acreage brought under cultivation us a result 
of the “Grow More Food” campaign? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): (a) A food produc- 
tion committee was formed to advise Government on the various aspects of 
the subject. With a view to increasing the acreage under food crop the 
following schemes were brought under operation : — 

(1) Scheme for the distribution of aman paddy seeds, 1942. 

(2) Scheme for the distribution of rabi crop seeds, 1942. 

(3) Scheme for the distribution of potato seeds, 1942. 

(4) Scheme for the distribution of English vegetable seeds, 19,42-43. 

(6) Scheme for the distribution of 261 lakhs sugarcane cuttings among 
the sugarcane growers. 

(6) Scheme for the distribution of atut paddy seeds, 1943. 

(7) Scheme for the distribution of amtm paddy seeds, 1943. 

(8) Appointment of staff for the prevention of plant diseaee, 1943. 

(9) Scheme for distribution of. country vi^getable seeds. 

(10) Scheme for supply of vegetables for Defence Services. 

(11) Scheme for distribution of rabi crop seeds, 1943. 

(12) Scheme for the distribution of wheat seeds. 

(13) Scheme for improvement of inigation by means of Persian Wheel. 

fl4) Authorisation of Gollectors to lake up small scale irrigation and 
drainage projects for exten.sion of cultivation up to limit of 
Rs.10,000 per district. 
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<15) Scheme for the distribution of potato seed and of manure for 'the 
potato crop, 1943. 

(16) Scheme for the distribution of English vegetable seeds in rural areas, 

1943. 

(17) Scheme for the encouragement of vegetable growing in urban areas, 

1943. 

, (18) Scheme for the distribution of mhi seeds in flood-affected area.s, 

1943. 

(19) Scheme for the distribution of fodder seeds, 1943. 

(6) The figures are not yet available. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: With reference to No. (4) Scheme for 
the distribution of English vegetable seeds, 1942-43, and No. (16) Scheme for 
the distribution of English vegetable seeds in rural areas, 1943, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state in what districts or localities the 
schemes are being worked ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

As regards the Scheme No. (4), it is being worked in Darjeeling district; 
and as regards the Scheme No. (16), it is a scheme wdiich will be in operation 
in the next cold weather in every district. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EM: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state for whom these vegetables are meant, who are the persons who will 
be expected to consume these vegetable products? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, it is expected that there will be very great demand for the defence 
services and the Scheme No. (4) may not be sufficient for meeting this 
demand; in order that there may not be a shortage for civilian population, 
this scheme, the Scheme No. (16), has been inaugurated for growing 
vegetables even in the rural areas. 

Khan 8ahib ABUL QUA8EMS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state who are the people who are being given these English seeds to grow 
English vegetables? Are they the ordinary peasants? What class of people 
are they? * 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur '8AI YE D MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

These English seeds are generally given to people who are already aware 
of the process of growing English vegetables; they are malu, and other 
people near about municipal ureas w-ho know the process of sowing English 
seeds. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUASEMs May I know the amount of money that 
has been already spent upon this scheme? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

We have not yet spent any amount upon it ; but the amount proposed to be 
epent is about Es. 25,000. 
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Mf« HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state the names of the members forming the Producing Committee. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINt 

I want notice. 

Mr* HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR ■ Sir, the last time also practically tbo 
same question was put and the Hon’ble Minister wanted notice; and thia 
time also he has asked for notice. I believe he has got notice enough. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

Unless I am given regular notice, how can I remember the names of the 
members ? 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, you cannot argue; you can only put 
a question in the ordinary way. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: All right, Sir. May I ask the Hon^ble 
Minister as to whether he has considered any other proposal excepting the 
distribution of seeds — paddy and other seeds — for encouraging the growth 
of more foodl* 

Tho Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

Irrigation projects have also been considered and they will cost about 37 
lakhs. Collectors have been authorised to take up small irrigation projects 
in certain cases. So, apart from the scheme of distribution of seeds, 
irrigation projects have also been thought of. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR. Is this .scheme of distribution of seeds 
and are these little irigation projects considered by the Hon’ble Minister 
to be sufficient? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINS 

Manufacture and distribution of manure for increasing the manure wealth 
of the country — that is also one project. Other projects include one for pre- 
vention of the devastation of crops from water-hyacinth and other pests. 
According to the provisions of the Water-Hyacintli Act, we are erecting 
barricades here and there for the protection of crops. Various other schemes 
also are in contemplation in connection with the (trow More Food campaign. 
For instance, we are going to have a fodder scheme to increase the fodder 
and ianprove the cattle wealth of the country : these are all the schemes, 
Sir, that we have at present thought of. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state if any of 
these 19 schemes has been put in operation in the district of Chittagong P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

I want notice. 

Mr, HARI0A8 MAZUMDAR: Does the Government propose to examine 
the question of acquiring lands which are not under cultivation and ta 
distribute them to landless labourers with some sort of capital to work 
them, out? 
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TIm Hoii*iile Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Oovernment have no control over private lands. But as regards khas Tnahai 
lands, it is the policy of Government to give preference to tenants who lost 
their land Iby the process of diluvion, at the time of making settlements. 
As regards Government land, we are in correspondence with the Government 
•of India for having control over waste lands under the Defence of India 
Buies, so that we may compel the landlords either to cultivate the waste 
lands themselves or in default can compel them to get these lands cultivated 
through other people, preferably the landless labourers or petty 
agriculturists. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZl/MDAR: I do not say that the operation of the 
Land Acquisition Act 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Put your question in question form: no debate is 
permissible. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to 
state if Government propose to acquire land for this purpose under the 
Lend Acquisition ActP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Certainly not : that will be a cumbrous process. We are going to adopt a 
shortcut procedure and propose to acquire land under the Defence of India 
Buies, where Government would find that the landlords are not performing 
their duties and not cultivating the land. 

The Beng;al Food Adulteration Act. 

41. Mr. NUR AHM'ED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
ihe Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state if it is a fact that many lacume have been detected in the existing 
Bengal Food Adulteration Act? 

(b) Is it a fact that owing to these defects in the Acts, often difficulties 
are being experienced by courts in punishing really guilty persons? 

(c) Is it a fact that a comprehensive Pure Food Bill was introduced in 
the Legislature and was referred to a Select Committee? 

(i) H so, do the Government propose to proceed with the said Pure Food 
Bill? 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL 8ELF. 
QOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maiilvl 
slalaluddin Ahmad): (a) to (d) Yes. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Will the Government be pleased to state when the 
Pure Food Bill was referred to Select Committee? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMED: It was 

referred to a Select Committee about 16 mouths ago. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Has the Select Committee completed its report? 

' i 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahmiur Mauivi 4ALALUDDIN AHMED: I am not 

«ware of it. Probably they havri not. 
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Mr. SurMh Ch. Mazumdar. 

42. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it is a fact that Mr. Suresh Chandra Mazumdar, the proprietor 

of the Ananda Bazar Patrika, now a security prisoner, is badly 
ailing in his confinement; and 

(b) if the answer to the above question be in the affirmative, whether 

the Government propose to release him immediately on grounds 
of health ; if not, why not ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the HoiPMel 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) He has since been released. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Waterways Beard. 

4S. Mr. NUR AHM'ED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if any Water- 
way, s Board under section 3 and any Waterways Districl Committees under 
section 47 of the Bengal Waterways Act, 1934, have l)epn fonned in Bengal? 
If not, why not? 

(b) Is he aware of a great demand for such Waterways Board and Water- 
ways District Committees in Bengal ? 

(c) Do the Government propose to set up a Waterways Board and Water- 
ways District Committees without further delay? If not, why not? 

(dj What measures have been adopted by the Government of Bengal to 
improve waterways in Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS' 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’Me Mr. Barada Prataima Pain): (a) When the 
Waterways Bill was being considered by the Legislature, assurances were 
given by Government that the Act would not be brought into operation 
until economic conditions improved and commercial interests had been 
consulted. This consultation took place in July, 1937, and since then ths 
matter has been under the consideration of Clovernment. 

(b) , There is such a demand in some quarters. 

(c) The present time is not opportune for establishing a Waterways 
Board. 

(d) Many schemes for improvement of communications by waterways 
have reoently been executed. A Biver Research Institute has also been 
autablished with a view to testing schemes for river improvement by model 
experiments. 

MitbehtYioiir of tramoar oonduoton. 

44 . Mr. HARIDA8 MlAJUMiBAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister m 
charge of the Communications and Works Department be pleased to state if 
his attention has been drawn to a complaint made by one Nihar Bala Ghosh, 
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M.A., B.T., in one of the dailies of Calcutta as td the rash and negligent con- 
duct of the driver or conductor of a tramcar No. 152 on the 9th August, 1943? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps are con- 
templated to be taken to prevent such recurrence in future ? 

(c) Will he be pleased to inform the House the result of the investiga- 
tion which he promised to make in connection with a similar question 
answered on the 14th July, 1943? 

The Hofi’bln Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: {a) Yes. 

(b) The Calcutta Tramways Co. is being advised that there is a good 
deal of public dissatisfaction about the manner in which passengers are 
allowed to get in or get out of cars, and that action should he taken by it 
to allay such dissatisfaction. 

(c) Attention is drawn to the reply given on the 20th of this month to 
question No. 26. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR* Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to 
state the contents of the reply Government received in response to the 
advice given to the Tramway (bmpany ? 

The Hon'bie Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: T am not prepared to 

divulge it. 

Breaches, etc., to bunds in Mitfnapore and BumtMran. 

45. Mr. 8HRI8H CHANDRA CHAKRAVERTI: Will the Hon'bie 
Minister in charge of the Ciommuiiicationsi and Works Department be pleased 
to state whether the breaches and damages caused to the bunds as a result 
of cyclone and flood in the districts of Midnajwre and Burdwan are being 
attended to by the Government Engineers and when they are expected to be 
completed ? 

The Hon’Me Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: The breaches and dam- 
age caused to the Government Embankments and Taccavi Embankments 
.under contract in the Midnapore district as a result of the cyclone on the 
16th October, 1942, have been attended to by Government Engineers. 

Bepairs to the breaches ^n the above embankments have been completed. 
Bbpairs of other damage to Government properties are expected to be com- 
pleted before the flood of 1944-46. 

The breaches and damage caused as a result of flood this year to the 
Government embankments and Taccavi embankments under contract in the 
district of Midnapore are being attended to by Government Engineers. The 
broach in the Taccavi Embankment No. 3, Hoodah No. 3 on the Oossye Left 
near Panskura, has been closed. Repairs of the other damage are in prepress 
and are expected to be completed soon. 

The breach and damage caused as a lesult of flood this year to the Govern- 
ment Embankment in the Burdwan district are being attended to by Govern- 
ment Engineers. The repairs are in progress and are expected to be completed 
eoon. 



1943.1 QUESTIONS AND ANSWEHS. m 

PerBons living on the footpaths in CPtouttn. 

• 

46. Mr. 8RI6H CHANDRA CHAKRAV^RTI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whethcHr 
Government are aware of the faet that more than a lakh of persons are 
huddling on the footpaths of Calcutta undermining the health of the City? 

(6) What arrangement, if any, has already been made to set up refugee 
camp on the outskirts of the city with due provision for food and sanitation P 
If not, when this is likely to be done ? 

The Hon’Ue Mr. TARAK NATH MIUKERilEA: (a) The number of desti- 
tutes in Calcutta is considerable but it is n^ supposed to be as high as 1 lakh. 
There is a risk of their presence prejudicially affecting the health of the City. 
Government have however already taken up the question of relief and repatria- 
tion of these destitutes. 

(h) At present 12 refugee camp relief centres have been arranged in the 
districts of 24-Parganas, Hooghly, Howrah and Midnapore. These can 
receive over 57,000 destitutes. Each camp has been supplied with foodstuffs 
including special invalid and children’s diet such as sago, barley and sugar, 
etc. Proper medical and sanitary arrangements have also been made in each 
centre. They are being removed to these centres. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether statistics have been collected with regard to the original residence 
or rather the home districts of the people now coming to Calcutta P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: In many cases. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Has any census been taken regarding the 
numiHjr of i)eople now in Calcutta':' It not, why notP In answer to 
question No. 46, it has been stated in {a) that “the number of destitutes 
in Calcutta is considerable but it is not supposed to he as high as 1 lakh”. 
Then what is the exact figure ? 

The Hoil*ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, it is extremely 
difticult to give the exact number. But from what we gather from the 
different free kitchens, the number won’t exceed 1 lakh. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: Are the outsiders allowed to take food in the 
free kitchens f 

t 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Whoever goes there is 
given food. 

Mr. KADER BAK8H: How is it then thab^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kader Baksh, you must not argue in that way. 
You may put the question in a question form. 

Mr. KADER 8AK8H : Will the Hon’ble Minister please state the number 
of people getting food from the free kitchens daily ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, 1 have nothing to 
add to what J have already said. 

Mr.' HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: WiU the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how long they will take to bring this scheme of repatriation into operation f 
Have they got any idea as to how long it will take to put this scheme 
into operation? 

Tha HOfl’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The scheme is already 
in operation. 

Extension of the Bengal Tenancy Act to Darjeeling. 

47. Mr. IfAGENDRA NATI^MOHOLANABISH: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Eevenue Department be pleased to state whether 
the Government are aware that the tenants in the Darjeeling district have 
from time to time demanded the extension of the operation of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act to that district and are still demanding it ? 

(6) If so,' do the Government propose to consider the advisability of 
extending the operation of the Bengal Tenancy Act to that district at an 
eerly date? 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 


Post-war reconstruction. 

46. Mr. NUR AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state if 
steps have been taken by the Government of Bengal to have any scheme or 
schemes for the post-war reconstruction in Bengal drawn up with the 
help of experts ? 

(b) Is he aware that the Government of the Punjab have already 
appointed a committee of experts to draw post-war reconstruction schemes 
for the rehabilitation of the Punjabi soldiers and others ? 

(c) Is he aware that the Governments of the Punjab, Bombay, and 
Madras are building special funds for financing such schemes? 

(d) Is he also aware that the Government of the Punjab have approached 
the Government of India for two hundred crores of rupees for this purpose ? 

(e) Is it a fact that a motion under rule 112 of the Bengal Legislative 
Council Procedure Buies was adopted during the first session of thp Bengal 
Legislative Council held in 1943, asking for fifty crores of rupees from 
the Government of India for the improvement of the conditions of the 
sailors, seamen, etc. 

(/) If so, dd the Government Jtropose to take any action in this matter? 
If not, why not? * 

MINISTER in ohnrge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR ami INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’blo Mr. Khwaja Shahabuddin) : (a) It has been 

daeided to appoint a oommittee to advise Govemmnet on post-war reconstruc- 
tion problems in Bengal and steps to Umt end are being taken. It is the 
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intention of Govornmoiit that tho oonunitteo will prepaTv scheniM lor post* 
war reconstruction likely to advance an all-round development of the 
Province. 

(ft) to (d) I have no information. 

(•) and (/) The attention of the honourable member is invited to the 
reply given by Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu on behalf of Government to the 
motion referred to. His Excellency the Governor received a copy of the 
Address from the Hon’ble President of the House, but he has not yel 
received a copy of the debates on the motion relating to it. 

Local 8elf-GoveriiiiMtit Advisory Committoa. 

48f Mfi NUR AHMED: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be pelased to 
state whether any Local Self-Government Advisory Committee has been 
foimed in Bengal? 

(6) Is it a fact that the annual conference of the All-Bengal Municipal 
Association and All-India Local Self-Government Association have demanded 
by a resolution the formation of such Advisory Committee for the good of 
thedjocal Self-Governing Bodies in Bengal? 

(c) If the reply to (a) be in the negative, do the Government propose 
to form such Local Self-Government Advisory Committee in Bengal without 
further delay ? If not, why not ? 

(d) Is he aware that in the United Kingdom, United States of x\merica 
and the other European countries such advisory committees have been set 
up and have been functioning successfully? 

The Hofi’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALGDDIN AHMAD: (a) No. 

(ft) A copy of a resolution passed at the All-Bengal Municipal Confer- 
ence held in May last, recommending formation of a Local Self-Government 
Advisory Committee, consisting of the Minister in charge of Public Health 
and Local Self-Government Department and 7 representatives of munici- 
palities to be elected by the Association has been received by Government 
and the matter is under consideration. No proposal for setting up such a 
committee appears to have been received by Government from the All-India 
Ijocal Self-Government Association. 

(c) The matter is receiving the attention of Government, 

(d) 1 have no information. 

Public Relations Committee. 

80. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Publicity Departpient be pleased to state if it is a fact that 
some members of the Bengal Legislature are working on remuneration in 
Connection with the Government Public Relations Committee or tho 
Bengal Weekly or Ba^glar Kathaf 
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: The Mr. BARAOA PRA8ANNA PAIN (on boluilf of the 

Hon’lilo Mr. Pulin Bohary Mulliok): Ifo. 

Freo grant of land to ooldiora. 

g1. Mr. NUR AHMED, (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Revenue Department be pleased to state if he is aware that the Govern- 
ment of the Punjab are making free grant of land with full proprietary 
right to the Punjabi soldiers, sailors and airmen who have been decorated 
for acts of gallantry in this war and also to their heirs in case of 
posthumous awards? 

(b) If so, do the Government of Bengal propose to make similar free 
grants of land to the sailors, soldiers and airmen, recruited from Bengal 
(and to their heirs in case of posthumous awards) who have been decorated 
and would be decorated for acts of gallantry in this war? If not, why not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. The question of rewards for war services is a 
matter for the Government of India. This Government have, however, 
issued orders for giving preference to the Bengalee soldiers w'ho have put 
in more than 6 months’ effective service in the present war and to the 
Bengalee lascars who may have been exposed on the high seas to the 
danger and hardship of war, in the matter of settlement of khas mahal 
lands under ordinary terms and conditions. 

Enhancement of rent for tea estates. 

52. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Mr. Nagendra Nath 
Moholanabish). Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue 
Department be pleased to state whether the Government are aware that 
on the expiry of the terms of lease of several Tea Estates in the Western 
Duars of the Government khas mahal in the district of Jalpaiguri during 
the last five years, the Government are demanding enhancement of rent 
to the tune of 200 per cent, to 400 per cent, of the previous rents? If so, 
do the Government propose to consider the advisability of remitting such 
excessive enhancement, or suspending such enhancement on the principles 
embodied in section 75 A of the Bengal Tenancy Act, cw* directing that 
such enhanced rent should be enforced gradually and by instalments? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The reassessment 
which was made in strict conformity with rule 67, Chapter 5 of Bengal 
Waste Lands Manual, 1936, resulted in increase of land revenue in one 
case oveJ 300 per cent, and in all other cases over 100 per cent. The 
Bengal Tenancy Act has no application in these cases. 

, Objections against the assessment were, disposed of by the Board of 
Revenue after giving a hearing to the representatives of the tea companies 
oonoemed. Government do not see any reason to interfere with the orders 
of the Board. 
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*^Grow More Food” oampaign. 

53* Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR (on behalf of Dri KtimiMl btnkar 
Ray)S Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture Depart- 
fnent be pleased to state — 

(a) for how many years the “Grow More Food” campaign has been 

in operation in Bengal ; 

(b) the total amount of money spent year by year in the ‘‘campaign”; 

(c) the total increase in output in food crops year by year as a result 

of the campaign ; 

(d) the amount of seeds distributed or sold by the Government for 

furtherance of the campaign ; 

(c) what is the present stock of seeds available tor the next seasonal 
crop in Bengal ; and 

(/) whether it is a fact that there would be considerable shortage of 
seeds for ihe coming season? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

(ai Since 1942-43. 

(b) Amount spent during 1942-43 — Rs. 19,80,000 approximately. 
Amount proposed to be spent during 1943-44 — Rs. 1,32,44,000 

approximately. 

(c) The figures are not yet available; but I have reason to believe that 
there will be appreciable increase in output in food crops as a result of the 
“Grow More Food” campaign. 

(d) The following quantitie.s of seeds were sold or given out on loan 


during 1942-43 : — 


Mds. 

A man 

... 200,000 

Aux 

... 38,875 (during 1042- 

• 

43 and 

1943-44). 

Rahi 

... 18,990 

Potato 

... 25,547 

In addition 260 lakh cuttings of 

improved varieties of sugarcane were 

also distributed last year. 

In the current year, the (quantities of seeds distributed or are proposed 

to be distributed are shown below — 

Aman 

Mds. 

... 300,000 

Rahi 

42,000 

Wheat 

50,000 

Fodder 

100,000 

Fodder 

12,500 

Castor 

500 
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In addition, it is proposed to distribute 56,400 maunds of seeds of 
substitute crops of gram, lentil, halm, potato, onion, wheat and khasari 
in the flooded areas in West Bengal. 537 lbs. of each of six varieties of 
Indian vegetables and six varieties of English vegetables will also be 
distributed in the next cold weather. 

(e) It is not possible to estimate correctly the stock of seeds with the 
agriculturists, but it is believed that except the poorest among them, the 
cultivators have generally got their stock of seeds. It is only the poorer 
agriculturists who have eaten up their seeds due to distress. 

(/) There is apprehension of some shortage and that is why (Govern- 
ment arranged for distribution of seeds in extensive scale. 

Mft NUR AHMED! Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what is the amount of seeds which have been distributed to Chittagong? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN H08AIN: 

It is not possible to give the exact figure without notice. 

Mfa HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that the distribution of seeds fell far short of the 
requirements of this province? 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN H08AIN: 

The distribution of s^eds did not really fall far short of the actual require- 
ment. It is on account of the distress and abnormal prices that the demand 
of seeds has been so great; but really the seeds are available in the localities. 
Government cannot possibly satisfy the demand only because the people 
want seeds while as a mutter of fact seeds are available there; because if 
Government satisfy such a demand, they will have to supply 2 crores 62 
lakh maunds of paddy alone of which the t ost even at Rs. 20 will be 
52 crores of rupees. Government policy in respect of improved seeds is 
that they have definite plans according to which they have been extending 
the areas under improved seeds gradually year after year, and as regards 
ordinary seeds they are distributed only in the distressed areas where we 
find that on account of agricultural calamities or pest there has been a real 
dearth of seeds. We import seeds to those places in order to supply seeds to 
the poor agriculturists who cannot take the trouble of going to far-off places 
for seeds. That has been the policy of Government and according to that 
policy there has not been any shortage which has not got satisfied. 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRANi Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the respective proportion of improved and ordinary seeds? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDOIN HOBAINs 

Of these, one lakh maunds were departmental approved seeds and ta^ lakh 
maunds last year were ordinaiy seeds. 

Khan BshU/Uf ABDUL COFRANi Wherefrom were those ordinary 
seeds as well as improved seeds obtained? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUODIN HOBAIN: 

Ordinary seeds were purchased from the districts where they were improved 
and distributed in the same district to the poor agriculturists. 
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54« Mr. NUR AHMED: («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be pleased to 
state if any measures have been adopted or are being adopted by the 
Government in Bengal for — 

(t) better marketing of agricultural produce through Co-operative 
Societies ; 

(it) linking credit with marketing on the line of Madras system; 

(m) financial aid to Producers’ Co-operative Societies for construc- 
tion of godown and repayment of loans in kind; 

(tv) co-operative arrangements for production and marketing of new 
varieties of commercial crops through Co-operative Societies, 
on the lines of such societies as in the United Provinces 
and Bombay; 

(v) organisation of more Ghee and Milk Co-operative Societies in places 
where milk supply is adequate; 

(vt) linking up Co-operative Procedures’ and Consumers’ Societies; 

(vtV) the arrangements for compulsory sale of agricultural produce 
through Co-operative Societies, on the lines of such societies as 
in Canada and South Africa; and 

{viii) the federation of Marketing Societies Union? 

(h) If so, what are these measures? If not, why not? 

Mr. SIREN ROY (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath Mantfal): 

(a) (*), (it), (iv), {t^) and (vmV) Yes. 

• (m) A scheme for financial aid to Producers’ Co-operative Societies for 
construction of godown is under consideration of the Government. Jjoans 
are collected in kind through Producers’ Societies in areas where they 
are functioning. 

(v) Yes, so far as only Milk Societies are concerned. 

(vii) No, 

(6) (t) There are in all 115 marketing societies, marketing the produce 
(chiefly paddy and rice) of their members by receiving it on payment at 
the market rate when they cannot hold it on and at the same time the market 
is low and by arranging its disposal when the market is later sufficiently 
high, the benefit of the increased price going to the members. 

(m) The policy of linking credit with marketing is being followed. It 
W been given effect to in the case of a number oi Central Banks operating 

”v^hy-gtow\ng areas where there are also marketing Bocleiies. The 
Cenixal Banks advance *crop loans through the rural societies to their 
members and the same are collected in kind at harvest through the agency 
of the marketing societies which work in co-operation with the 
Centrsd Banks. 
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(w«) Ordinarily marketing societies construct godowns and meet other 
initial expenses out of share capital raised. In order, however, to provide 
further facility to the societies in this respect a scheme for subsidy or 
loans (at concessional rate of interest and repayable over a period extend- 
ing to 15 years) or both, as the case may lie, is under consideration 
of Government. 

For “repayment of loans’’ in kind mde {ii) above. 

{iv) For the production of better varieties of sugarcane and for their 
better marketing two sugarcane growers’ unions have been established and 
also for the production of better quality of jute and their marketing two 
jute sale societies have recently been set up in co-operation with the Indian 
Central Jute Committee. The marketing societies also , encourage cultiva- 
tion of new varieties of commercial crops such as ground-nuts, cotton, 
English vegetables and mustard and rahi crops where there were no 
cultivation thereof and supply seeds to the members. They are, however, 
not grown on such a large scale that might call for any special arrange- 
ment for their marketing. 

(v) There are no “ghee” societies. Producers find it more convenient 
to sell the raw milk than prepare “ghee” for sale. Ghee is, however, 
manufactured at the milk socieites union out of milk collected from the 
milk societies. Milk societies are organised subject to demand and 
prospect of success. 

{vi) Linking of producers’ and consumers’ societies is in its initial 
phase. It is existing between the producers’ and consumers’ societies at 
Oosaba and gradual extension of such linking a< other places is in view. 

(vtf) The co-operative movement ha.s yet to develop before compulsory 
sale of agricultural produce through (^o-operative Societies would be 
enforced. Agricultural co-operative marketing is only a recent phase in 
this province. 

{viii) The marketing societies situated in Ihe various parts of the 
province are federated into a Central Society known as the Central Paddy 
Sale Society and located at Ultadanga (Calcutta). 

Khan Bahadur Mt A« MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in what localities all these marketing societies are actually situated P 

Mr. 8IREM ROY I I went notice. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Has the department received any 
reports about the working of these paddy marketing aocietiesf 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to lay the reports on the table? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I want notice. 
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Khttn Bahadiir ABDUL GOFRAN* Sir, on a point of information. I 

put two questions before the last session : one to the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Revenue and another to the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
Agriculture, and these questions were admitted by you. May I know when 
I may expect answer to those questions H 

Mr, PRESIDENT* What were your questions about? 

Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN* One regarding test relief n’oi^k in 
my district — the distriel of Noakhali, and the other regarding distri- 
bution of seeds. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Will (Government supply the information? 

The Hon’bla Mr, TARAK NATH MUICERJEA: 1 shall make enquiries. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Nothing has been received in the Council 
Department . 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, may 1 make the 

statement in connection with question Nf). 21 of Mr. Nagendra 
Nath Moholanabish? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: Yes 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, in connection 
with the answer to (iiiestiou No. 21 of Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabish 
which was given by me on the 15th instant, I beg to state that the follow- 
ing tentative decisions of (lovernment on the Jjand Revenue (yommissions 
recommendations were announced on the floor of the Assembly on the 15th 
March, 194-f 

Mr, BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
Is the Hon’ble Minister in order in reading the statement he made before 
the Assembly? 

Mr, PRESIDENT: He can refer to it. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (1; That (iovern- 
ment accept the policy of bringing the actual cultivators into direct relation 
with Government and of acquiring in the first instance the interests of all 
classes of rent-receivers above the lowest grade of cash-paying under-mia/fll^/ir; 

(2) that the rates of compensation should vary between 10 and 15 times 
the net profit according to the nature and circumstances of each estate 
or interest; 

\ 

(3) that a tribunal of a judicial character sliould be set up for assess- 
ment of compensation in each case and the tribunal’s decision shall be final; 

(4) that Government should undertake legislation in the matter on 
these lines as early as possible after going through the technical formalities 
enjoined under the Government of India Act; and 

(5) that after these proposals are considered by a committee of leaders 
of this House, in view of the financial and other risks involved, this 
experiment should first be tried in a district where the revisional operations 
are almost in a process of comidetion. 
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Khan Bahadur M, A, MOMINt Sir, is it permissible to ask 
supplementary questions regarding this -statement? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tes. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Will tbe Hon’ble the Revenue Minister 
be pleased to state how soon we can expect that these necessary legislative 
measures will be taken? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, as I have already 
stated, the whole thing is under the consideration of Government. Point 
No. 5-— experiment — will be taken up as soon as revisional operations are 
over. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Is it not a fact that revisional opera- 
tions have been completed in the district of Faridpur? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, may I ask whether the policy 
adumbrated by the previous Government is also the policy of ihe present 
Government P 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have nothing tvadd. 

Khan Sahib ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, may 1 ask the Revenue Minister 
again what is the usefulness of referring to an answer given in another 
place by the previous Ministry, the Ministry which is not functioning at 
the present moment? What i.s the decision arrived at by the present 
Government? Whether they have come to any decision or not? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, T want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, may 1 rise on a point of informa- 
tion regarding the Public Accounts Committee of the Council? It was 
understood that a decision would be arrived at with yourself and the Finance 
Minister regarding this Public Accounts Committee 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Das, will you please wait for a few minutes? 
You raise your point after the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin 
Hosain has made his statement. 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, in accordance with the provision of sub-rule (2) of Rule 95 of the 
Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Rules, I have the honour to place 
for the information of the Council the following statement showing the 
action taken by Government on the resolution regarding reclamation of 
waste lands of Bengal by initiating small irrigational projects in the 
Eastern and Northern Bengal that was passed by the Council on the 
5th March, 1943: — 

(1) In order to provide irrigational facilities for the cultivation of 
wheat, sanction of Government has been given for providing 20 Persian 
wheels in 20 selected centres. These Persian wheels working on a rotational 
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sysifttn would command an area of 50 acres and would thus help in bring- 
ing 1,000 acres under wheat cultivation at a total e.Htimated recurring and 
non-recurring cost of Rs. 80,000. 

(2) Government have also authorised the Collectors of districts to spend 
up' to Rs. 10,000 each on small irrigation schemes which will immediately 
help to bring more land iinder cultivation or increase the production of 
cultivable lands. The lists of sucIj schemc.s as i^bceived fi’oiu the Collectors 
have been examined in consultation with the Irrigation Department and 
extra allotments have also been made where necessary. 

(3) Government have sanctioned the creation of a post of Agricultural 
Development Commissioner and Rai Bahadur N. C. Sen, Director. of Lund 
Records and Surveys, Bengal, has been appointed thereto from the 5th 
July, 1943. The primary fuiutions of the Development Commissioner 
particularly in regard to reclaiming culturable waste lands among others 
lie in the following direction: — 

(a) to make a thorough survey of the province with a view to find 

out w’hat culturabh" wastt' lands and railway side lands, hih 
or low lands can be brought under cultivation, 

(b) to suggest way.s and means t«u- bringing such lands under cultiva- 

tion by sinking tube- wells, granting of loans, sui)ply of seeds, 
manures, etc., erection of bunds, construction of barricades and 
re-excavation of irrigation channels, etc., and 

(c) to be in touch with ll»e 1)ig lamlholders and the planters so as to 

induce them to bring the existing culturable waste land under 
cultivation as far as possibh' and to move the railway authorities 
for releasing as much surplus side lands as ]»ossible. 

(4) The Irrigation Department are also seriously engaged on schemes 
of drainage and irrigation for execution during this year and they have 
allotted Rs. 35,930 during the «:urrent financial year for the following 
schemes in connection with “(irow More Food” Campaign: — 


Schemes. Allotments. 

Estimated cost 


Rs. 

Rs. 

(1) BorarChar Khal Scheme (Mymensingh) 

3,105 

3,950 

(2) Gonnectirg Bil Gazaria with the Naba 
ganga river (Jesaore) 

900 

1,600 

(3) Scheme for constructing a sluice in 
Chak Talirabad (Khulna) 

225 

nil 

(4) Erecting a bund in mouza Mechaghona 
(Khul^) 

700 

nil 

(6) Erecting a bund in mouza Khala 
(Khulna) 

2A00 

nil 

(6) Hanger Khal Scheme (Chittagong) 

6,000 

30,747 

(7) Dhurang Khal (Chittag :>ng) 

22,500 

26,367 


35,930 

62,564 
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The Irrigation Adviser to the Government of India has also since 
approved the following schemes and the Government of India have sane 
tioned 50 per cent, of the estimated cost thereof, the other half being met 


from the Provincial revenues; — 

Schemes. Estimated 

cost. 

• Rs. 

(1) Improvement of the Gomai Mardan Bil in the district 

of Chittagong ... 24,888 

(2) Bara Bil Drainage scheme in the district of 

Murshidabad ... 18,081 

(3) Khairamari Bil Drainage Scheme in the district of 

Murshidabad 19,921 

(4) Excavating a drainage channel from the Auliapur Bada 

to the Bidyadhari river in the district of 

24-Pargana8 ... 1,57,114 

(5) Chalinde-Gaziia Project in the district of Khulna . 28,000 

(6) Constructing marginal embankment and repairing the 

old bund along the Nowee Khal in tlie district 
of 24-Parganas ... 3,000 


2,51,504 

Besides these, certain other schemes are also under examination by the 
Irrigation Adviser to the Government of India. 

(5) The Revenue Department have also allotted a lump grant at the 
disposal of the Collector, Midnapore, for test relief works apd the follow- 
ing two schemes have been taken up by the Collector, Midnapore: — 

(1) Silt clearance of the Panipia Khal (Midnapore). 

(2) Widening the bed of the Kalighya river (Midnapore). 

y Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMINS Is it permissible to the Hon’ble 
Minister any quastion on this ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to get any point cletired, certainly you 
can put a question. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether or not it was originally sanctioned that 100 Persian wheels 
should be purchased and not 20? 

Tha Hon’hla Khan Bahadur BAITED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

My idea was 100. I think 20 is mis-print or rais-typing. I shall look into 
the matter and let the honourable member know definitely. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: I do not grudge the Chittagong Division 
air the improvements made. I ask the Hon’ble Minister why the Burden 
district which is under damage by doods is entirely neglected? 
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Tilt Hon’blt Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

These schemes have been taken up according to the state in which they 
were. Those schemes which have reached maturity have been taken up first 
and others are being matured. I think every district will come into the 
scheme in the long run sooner or later. 

Khan Bahadur li. A. MOMIN: Has the Hon’ble Minister received any 
scheme forwarded to him by the Collectors of Burdwan and Birbhum P 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYE0 MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

These schemes are dealt with in the Irrigation Department. As a matter 
of fact, I am making this statement on behalf of that department. 

Khan Bahadur Mi A, MOMIN: Then why not answer on behalf of that 
department ? 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HO8AIN1 

It is, Sir, merely a statement of action taken on a resolution passed by 
this House. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Wlien you undertake to make a statement on behalf 
of your colleagues, I think, you are expected to reply supplementary ques- 
tions put on the statement. 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

The sub-rule 2 of rule 95 wants a statement to be made as to what action 
taken on a particular resolution and if different Ministers are affected is it 
your desire that I should reply on their behalf ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: When a statement is made by Government, if the 
House wants to be clear on a particular point arising out of the statement 
Government must be in a position to satisfy the House. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINl 

This is really not a question of that nature. It is not clearing anything 
in the statement. If the honourable members want further information 
whether this district or that district has been taken up or not, this has 
nothing to do with the statement itself. I take the responsibility of 
clearing up anything whijch is not clear in the statement. 

Khan Bahadur M. A. MOMIN: May 1 know, Sir, whether it will be 
possible for this House as a whole or a committee of the House to examine 
the schemes which have now been submitted by the Hon’ble the Agriculture 
Minister P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Khan Bahadur, that is altogether a different 
question. Either you should put a short-notice question on that particular 
point or you should move a resolution, otherwise it will be very difficult 
for the Hon’ble Minister to. reply to your question here and now. 

Public Acoounte Committee. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Tes, Mr, Das. 
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Mr. LAtIT CHANDRA OASi As I was just saying, Sir, there was 
an understanding that the Hon’ble the Finance Minister would consult you 
and the Speaker of the Assembly and come to a decision as to whether we 
of this House would have the right and privilege of having a committee 
to report on the accounts of this province. An answer was expected to be 
given in this House last session but the current session is also going to 
end and we do not yet know what decision has been arrived at by Govern- 
ment. Sir, we have a right under the provisions of rules 108 and 109 of the 
Rules of Procedure of this House to have a committee to report on the 
accounts of the province ; and after that report is submitted, we have a right 
under section 109 of the same rules to have a discussion over it. 

. Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, may I make a statement? It has been found 
that Public Accounts Committees are not attached to the Upper House of 
any other province. But as the matter has been brought up in the form of 
a privilege of the House, it is engaging the attention of Government as to 
whether it is possible to have a .Joint Committee of the Council and the 
Assembly. This matter will very soon be placed before the Cabinet so as 
to arrive at a final decision. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, we have nothing to do with the 
point as to what the Upper Houses in other provinces in India are doing 
or not doing with regard to this question. That is not the point. Sir, 
the answer has always been that the question will be decided verj' soon, 
whenever the matter has been raised in the House. This question was 
raised about two years ago even during the regime of the previous Govern- 
ment and also during the administration of the present Government; but 
every time we have been treated to the answer that the question will be 
decided very soon. But now we want a clear and distinct answer as to 
when the question is going to be answered finally. Will it be within a 
week, within a month or when? We cannot be content with an answer 
that the matter is going to be decided very soon. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: It may be before the coming session; because it 
is coming before the Cabinet very soon. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: As the matter affects the privilege of the House, 
the Chair as the custodian of its privileges must make it clear to Govern- 
ment that this question has been hanging fire for a very long time and 
they should come to a decision without further delay. On behalf of the 
House I think 1 may say that the House claims this privilege under section 
169 of the Government of India Act, where the word “Legislature” has 
been used, and not merely a single House of the Legislature. I believe 
that it is the unanimous opinion of the House that an answer should be 
forthcoming from Government as soon as possible. I hope Government 
would take note of the desire of the House that either the House should 
be given a separate Public Accounts Committee to which it is entitled or 
representation on a joint committee of both the Houses. 

Mr. Haridas Maaumdar rose. 
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Mfi PRESIDENT: Mr. Mazumdar, do you want to say anything on 
the same question P 

Mf. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: No, Sir. I would want to draw your 
attention to the paucity of the supply and distribution of soft coke in 
Calcutta. I have already tabled a short-notice ([ue.stion on this subject. 
Soft coke is manufactured by second class collieries for domestic purposea— — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Are you putting a question? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I w'ant to know whether Government 
propose to do anything with regard to the situation and I want a statement 
to be made by Government. I have already put in a short-notice question, 
and am prepared to read it out, if you so desire. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The short-notice questions are there ami I under- 
stand those questions reached the department only last evening. They 
have not, been admitted; in fa<t. they have not been examined as yet. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: I am drawing the attention of the 
House and particularly the Hoirble Minister in charge of this department 
to the grave situation that has ari.sen regarding the matter of soft coal. 
That is why I have put in a short-notice question 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8A1YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

About what? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: About the dearth of soft coal. Supply 
and distribution of soft coal in Calcutta is very meagre. Rice at present is 
monopolising the whole attention. But, for the want of soft c-oul also 
people are suffering. 1 understand that there is a pio])osal not to supply 
wagons to certain collieries which manufacture soft coke which is generally 
used by the people. I want, Sir, the Government of Bengal to represent 
to the Government of India strongly on this matter, so that there might 
be no shortage of wagons. With regard to the (piestion of stoppage of 
supply, we should like to have a statement from Government. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. Are Government prepared to jiiake a reply? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: I may draw the attention of the honourable 
member that the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies is not 
pvesent in the House and it is wasting the time of the House to 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. It is not wasting the time of the 
House. The honourable members can certainly put questions on important 
and urgent matters of public interest and ask Government to make a state- 
ment : it is for the Government to say whether they are prepared to make 
a statement or not; or to give assurance that a statement will be made 
tomorrow. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Statement will be made tomorrow: that assur- 
ance I can give. 



[27™ s«rt.; 


202 BENGAL VAGBANCY. BILL. 

Mr* LALIT OHANDRA DA8! On a point of information, Sir. Several 
questions of mine admitted by you this session. Those questions have not 
yet come. If they do not come tomorrow, will they stand over till next 
session or will they lapse? 

Mr., PRESIDENT: They will stand. 

Mr. LALIT GHANDRA DAS: Thank you, Sir. 

Point of Privilogo. 

.Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji raised a point of 
privilege on the last occasion and I promised to look into the proceedings. 
I have now done so and I may just inform him that he did not rise on a 
point of personal explanation. He wanted to supplement his speech by 
reading a statement and by supplying additional information to the House 
in general and to the Hon’ble Minister in particular: that is what he did. 
He was certainly not within his rights in doing so, as having already 
exceeded the time-limit he resumed his seat and another member was in 
possession of the House. So, Mr. Mukherji, I will just point it out to you 
that you were not within your rights. Mr. Mukherji referred to certain 
observations in May’s Parliamentary Practice, but they were irrelevant. 
He referred to pages 312-13 of May’s Parliamentary Practice which deal 
with personal explanations. But Mr. Mukherji did not rise on a point of 
personal explanation. As regards reference to page 338, that deals with a 
point of procedure of the House of Commons. But in this House the 

decision of the Chair is final. I would refer Mr. Mukherji to section 13 of 
the Bengal Legislative Council Procedure Buies. So, that reference to 
May’s Parliamentary Practice was also irrelevant. 

Mr. BANKIM CHANDRA MUKHERJI: May 1 make ^ statement? 
I wanted to give supplementary information to clear up certain matters — — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Mukherji you should have said that you wanted 
to rise on a point of personal explanation. 

The Bengal Vagrancy Bill; 1943. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: We will now take up the consideration of the 
Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, clause by clause. As there are no amendments, 
I do not propose to take up each clause separately. 

The question before the House is: that clauses 2 to 29 stand part of 
the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is: that clause 1 
stand part of the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question before the House is that the Title and 
Preamble be added to the Bill. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 
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Th* Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 
beg to move that the Bengal Vagraney Bill, 194-1, settled in Council, 
be passed 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Sir, on a point of order. Are we taking 
up the third reading of the Bill? If so, then I object. Because the 
second reading and third reading of a Bill cannot be taken up on one and 
the same day. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If there is objection, I cannot penuit the third 
reading to be proceeded with today. We will take up the third reading 
tomorrow. 

Mr, LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Moreover, Sir, we are .sitting tomorrow, 
as the statement regarding the supply of soft coke has been promised 
tomorrow by the Parliamentary Secretary, Mr. Biren Roy. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that case, the Hoirble Minister may move his 
motion tomorrow. The Chair either can allow the third reading to be 
taken uj) on the same day or on the following day ; hut as there is objection, 

I will not allow you to move your motion today. 

Th« Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Bui 

there is no amendment. Rule 07 of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules states that “If iio amendment is made to the clauses of 
a Bill after a motion that a Bill be taken into consideration has been agreed 
to by the Council, a motion that the Hill be passed may be made at once 
without notice”. 

In this case there is no amendment. So I do not understand why the 
third reading of the Bill cannot be taken up today. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The word there is “may", and not “shall”. As 
there is objection and as Government have allotted two days for considera- 
tion of the Bill, you should move your motion tomorrow, 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, I rise on a point of privilege. Wc were • 
given only two days for discussion of non-official business and unfortunatel> 
we did not get two full days for transacting non-official business. As I 
have got a very simple motion under lule 112 about importation of foodstuffs 
from foreign countries, may I have your permission and tlx* j)ermi8sion of 
the House to move it today P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Today is not a non-official day. It is an official day. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: May 1 requo.st. Sir, that tomorrow after the official 
business is over, an opportunity may be given to me t(» move the motion us 
it will not take a very long time? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is never the practice to have official and non- 
official business on the same day. 

The House stands adjourned till 9 a.m. tomorrow, 

AdJourmnMrt. 

The Council then adjourned till 9 a.m. on Tuesday, the 23tk 
September, 1943. . ' v 
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MEMBEES ABSENT. [27th Sbpt., 1943.] 


MMiiliert abMiit. 

The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 27th 
September, 1943; — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Naziniddin Ahmad. 

(2) Eai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra Banerjee. 

(.3) Mr. Hamidul Huq (liowdhury. 

(4) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(6) Mr. Kamini Kumar Dutta. 

(6) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(7) Mr. M. B. Jaipuria. 

(8) Mr. Humayun Kabir. 

(9) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(10) Mr. J. MoFarlane. 

(11) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moho[ana'bish. 

(12) Khan Sahib Subidali Molln. 

(13) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 
iU) Mr. T. B. Nimmo. 

(16) Mr. R. S. Purssell. 

(16) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Eahaman. 

(17) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Rashid, 

(J81 I)r. Kumud Sankar Ray. 
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BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL I^BAIES 

' 

' ' " r"^ " . L .; 

ThN SMti«A, IMS— N§. S. 


The Council met in the Legislative Chamber of the Legislative Build- 
ing, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 28th September, 1943, at 9 a.m., being the 
ninth day of the Third Session of 1943, pursuant to section C2(2)(o) of the 
Government of India Act, 1935. 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Sir Buoy Prasad Singh Roy, k.c.i.e.) was 
in the Chair. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I find tliat the Hon’hle Mr. Pain is abent; so I 
pass over question No. 55 for the time being. Question No. 5fl also stands 
in his name; so that too is passed over for the time being. No. 57 stands 
in the name of Sir Nazimuddin. But he too is absent, so that question 
is passed over also. 


Sciroity of quinine supply. 

58. Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMOAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state — 

(a) if it i.s a fact that there is an acute scarcity in the supply of 
quinine in this province; 

(5) if so, what steps the Government propose to take to extend the 
cultivation of cinchona in the Province; and 

(c) what was the pre-war price of quinine and what is its present price!' 

Mr. BIREN ROY, Parliamontary SaeroUry (on bohalf of tho Hon’blo 
Mr. Promhari Barma): (a) Owing to stoppage of imports, there has been 
shortage in the supply of quinine and its distribution has been rationed. 

(b) Government have already embarked upon a comprehensive 
programme pf extension of cultivation of cinchona in this Province. 

<c) The pre-war price was Rs. 18, and the present price is Rs. 37, per 
lb. of quinine sulphate. > 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAdUMDAR: Will the Honourable Minister be 
pleased to state the quantities of quinine distributed, district by district P 

Mr. SIREN ROY: I want notice. 

(Question No. 59 standing in tbs' name of Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee 
was put by Rai Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra, but the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy was not present in the Chamber to reply to it.) 
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Mri PRISIOENT: I just di^inr- ttie attention ol tbe Hon’ble the 
Leader of the House that Qoverhment should'' he in a positi^ to reply to 
questions when they are down on the ' Order Paper P If * Ministers after 
Ministers are absent, then 1 do not think that is fair to the House. 

Th« Hon’ble Khan Bahaihir 8AIYED MUAZZAINUDDIN HOSAINs 

It is very unfortunate, Sir, that the Mon’ hie Mr. Suhrawardy is not 
present; he will perhaps he a little late. T So I would suggest that the 
questions may he left over for the thne being till he arrives. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How many questions shall I pass over in this way? 

Test relief work' in Moakhali distriot. 

eo. Khan Bahadur ABDUL GOFRAN: Will the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge of the Hfjvenue Department he pleased to state — 

(a) if he is aware of the very acute distress now prevailing in the dis- 
tricts of Noakhali, Chittagong and Tippera; 

, (i) if so, what steps, if any, have been taken for giving relief to 

people living in this area; 

(c) what sums so far have been given from provincial revenues and 
from District Funds for the test relief work and gratuitous 
relief work in the district of Noakhali ; 

{d) who have been appointed pay-masters for these works; and 

{e) if he will he pleased to place on the Table a statement showing 
how much has been given to each Union Board for test relief 
and gratuitous relief with dates of each payment and the names 
of persons to whom these payments have been made by the 
District Board ? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bla 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Yes. Severe distress prevails in the 
districts of Noakhali and Chittagong. In Tippera although not so severe 
yet it is also acute. 

(h) Test relief worlck have been started in all these districts. Free 
Gruel Kitchens have been established in various centres of these districts 

f 

and food is being distributed to the distressed people free. 

■ 

{c) Rs. 4,18,000 for test relief works and Rs. 5,ll,i>00 for gratuitous 
relief have been sanctioned for the distriot of Noakhali out of " provincial 
revenuesk No contribution for gratuitous relief was made by the 
Distirioi Board. 

(d) Presidents of Union Boards have in general been appointed pay- 
master and distributors for these works in the rural area and the Chair- 
men of the municipalities in the urban area. 

{e) The District Board did not make any payment for gratuitous rdief . 
A statement is laid on the library table showing dates, amounts and names 
of persons to whom money for test relief works was advanced by the 
District Board from the Government grants. 
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ilr. NUR AHMEO: Arising out o! (c), wiU the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleesed to state how much money has been sanctioned for test relief 
and gratuitous relief in Chil^gong? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEAi Rs. 4,15,000 for 
gratuitous relief and Rs. 2,30,000 for test relief. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. There are some other questions replies to which 
will be given by Sir Nazim uddin. 1 am waiting for him. He rang me up 
saying that he might be a little late. 

There are three more questions coucemiag the Civil Supplies Depart- 
ment. One by Mr. B, K, R'oy Chowdbury, one by Khan Sahib Nurul Amin 
and the other by Mr. Jaipuria. Now, who is going to reply for 
Mr. SuhrawardyP 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

Sir, I can read Out the answers but cannot answer the supplementary 
questions arising out of them. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: We want to ask supplementary questions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Leader of the House will realise that today 
is the last day of the se.ssion and several questions are outstanding specially 
with regard to the Civil Supplies Department. 1 find there are altogether 
54 questions outstanding including 22 from the last .session. Government 
should have made some arrangement to reply to these (jnesions at least on 
the last day of the session. 

The Hon*bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINs 

I will draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I hope you will do so, 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, may I suggest one thing? 
It seems none of us is prepared to answer supplementary questions. So, 
the answers may be read and supplementary questions, as far as possible, 
may be answered ; it being understood that those supplementary questions 
which are not answered will l»e answered next session. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think that is going to satisfy the members. 
Reading of the answers is not so much necessary. Replies to the supple- 
mentary' questions are most important, I quite appreciate the desire to 
answ'er as many supplementary questions as you can but the Hoh’ble 
Minister in charge%r somebody else who has studied the questions should 
be here to reply to the questions. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Sir, may I make the following statement for the 
information of the honourable members? Yesterday there was a question 
in regard to the marketing societies in Bengal. Answers to that question 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I find that no copy of the statement has been 
supplied to the Council Secretary. A copy should be supplied to the 
Council Secretary as well. 

Mr. BIREN ROY: 1 have not got more than one copy, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Government Department knows that merely 
laying of a statement on the Table is not sufficient. Will you kindly see 
that a copy is supplied to the Council Secretary? 

Mr. BIREN ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Curfew Order in Midnapore. 

67. Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdEE: (a) WiU the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state 
if curfew order was in force in any of the cyclone affected areas in Midna- 
pore and 24-Pargana8 and, if so, if it was relaxed in all such areas on the 
evening of the 16th October last? 

(h) Was collective line imposed on the people of any of the affected 
areas for political reasons? 

(c) If the answer to part (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether any attempt was made for the realisa- 
tion of the fine after the ICth October in any of those places? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) Curfew was in force only in the town areas 

of Tamluk and Mahishadal. The orders were withdrawn from the Slst 
January, 1943, There was no curfew order anywhere else in the mufassal 
and the (jiiestion of relaxation in such areas does not arise. 

(6) Yes. 

(c) No. 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state what were the political reasons in view that induced them to take 
such action P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It was considered necessary 
in the interest of the people of the place. 

Control shops in Caloutta. 

8S. Mr. NARESH NATH MOOKERJEE: (a) WUl the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state 
when the promised 400 TJontrol Shops are likely to be opened? 

(6) Will they sell Coal and Standard Cloth in addition to foodstuffs? 

(<?) Will sales be restricted to the people of the immediate neighbour- 
hood or to the public at large? 
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(d) Will sales be made on the basis of ration cards? If no* do the 
Q-ovemment propose to take a fresh census through the A.R.P. as the last 
census was taken at a time when many people had evacuated the 
city due to the air raid scare? 

(e) Will the public be required to form queues in front of these shops 
daily or will rations be distributed on the basis of weekly requirements on 
dates to be fixed for each family? 

(/) If not, what steps do the Government propose to take to prevent 
the present congestion and inconvenience experienced by the poor clerks 
in obtaining their daily ration of food in time and with the least possible 
delay so that they may be able to go to work in time? 

(p) What steps do Government propose to take to ensure supplies to 
the independent and unattached labourers who have to join work very early 
in the morning? 

(A) What steps do the Government propose to take to help the 
employers, industrial concerns, municipalities and other similar concerns 
to distribute rations to their employees? Do the Government propose to 
restore the priorities which have been cancelled? 

(i) Will the scheme of distribution through the various Chambers of 
Commerce be discontinued? 

(;) What steps are being taken to ensure daily supply of rations to 
Seamen, employed in the harbour for ships’ work, who were hitherto 
receiving their rations through the Calcutta Shipping, Painting and Ships' 
Labour Contractors’ Association, and whose quota has been discontinued 
from the Ist July, 1943? 

MINISTER in charge of the CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (a) It is proposed to open the shops at 
the rate of about 25 per week with effect from September 24th. 

(6) Not at this stage, 

{e) Sales will be restricted to ration-card liolders who are registered at 
the distribution centre and who live within the zone served by a 
particular shop. 

{d) The answer to both parts of the question is in the affirmative, 

(«) No. No queues will be required to be formed, and weekly 
requirements will be allotted. 

if) Does not arise. 

(g), (A) and (j) The subject matter of these questions is under considera- 
tion in connection with the proposed rationing scheme. 

(*) It will form part of the rationing scheme. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DASs With reference to (a), will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state if from the 24th September up to now any 
shop has been opened; if so, how many? 
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TIm Hon’Me Mr. t. tU|IR AWARD Yi I cannot answer that ques- 
tion without previous notice. 

Criminal offanoM agaiatt uroman. 

•1. Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total number of criminal offences committed against women 
in Bengal in 1942; 

(ft) out of these in how many cases the victims and the culprits were 
Moslems, and in how many cases non-Moslems; and 

(c) what administrative steps have the Government taken to reduce 
the number of offences against women ? 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) 578. 

(5) Victims — 

Muslims — 306. 

Non-Muslims — 272. 

Culprits — 

Muslims — 811. 

N on-Muslims — 339 . 

(c) Offenders were prosecuted under the law. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: With reference to (r), will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether all the culprits were 
prosecuted P 

Tha Hon’bit Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have grave doubts. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please state 
how many of them were prosecuted ? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hou’ble Minister kindly 
enlighten the House as to the number of convictions for this offence during 
the last yearP 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I want notice. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, my question 
No. 82 has not been answered yet. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Let me- finish other questions first. 
There are three qi^tions relating to the Civil Supplies Department which 
were received very ^ late and there was no time to print up the replies. 
Therefore, what 1 suggest is that the Hon’ble Minister will kindly read 
the questions aa ||ell as the answers. A copy of the questions and answers 
will be Biqiplied the Hon’ble Minister. 
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Scaroity of sugar 

•2. Mr. BIRENDRA KlttlORE ROY GHOWDNURY: Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of tl» Civil Supplies Department be pleased 
to state — 

(а) the amount of sugar available per month in Calcutta for the 

civil population; 

(б) if it is the policy of the Government to allow the sale of sugar to 

the civil population only through a few controlle<l shops; 

(c) if he is aware that at present sugar is available only in a few such 

controlled shops and as a result people have to stand in long 

queues for purchasing sugar; 

(d) if he is aware that those who cannot afford the time and the 

trouble to stand in long queues have to go without sugar; and 

(e) if he is contemplating any change in the system of selling sugar 

to the civil population? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) The amount available 
in a month depends upon ^diat has been received. 

(b) No; sugar is available in hulk to large consumers, to employees 
in factories and officers through employers, and to families who combine 
among themselves and obtain sugar for their monthly requirements. 

(c) There are queues before some shops. 
id) No. 

(e) Further improvement in the methods of distribution is under 
consideration. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to 
atate what arrangements have been made by Government with regard to 
the supply of sugar in small quantities to small consumers outside 
controlled shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I have already said that if 
70 people would combine together among themselves, they could take a bag 
of sugar for their monthly requirements and distribute the sugar among 
theiaselves. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state, where it is not possible for 70 people to combine themselves, how 
the Hon’ble Minister proposes to meet the requirements of sugar to 
such consumers? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: In all possible ways— in 
the first place there are control shops, in the second place there are other 
shops which supply sugar to some people, Government shops and stores, 
and, if in spite of that, honourable members do* not find sugar in 
the market 
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Mr. HIIMAYUN KA9fRl Ariwifg: out of (tf), if I remember aright, 
the question is "sugar is aTailabie onigr in a few such oontrollod shops", 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the Government have under 
contemplation any scheme for increasing the number of control shops and 
for making sugar available to shops in the general markets? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y: We are doing our level 
best so far as the distribution of sugar is concerned to the people at large 
without throwing it about to facilitate black market operations. We can 
supply sugar to any number of shops, we can throw it on the market, but 
there will be no proper supervision and it is bound to go to the black 
market. We have got to see that the distribution is made in the proper 
quarters; and the general public are bound to suffer some inconvenience on 
that account. When rationing system will be introduc^ed, sugar will also 
be rationed along with other articles. 

Mr, HUMAYUN KABIR: Arising out of this supplementary question, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state when the rationing scheme 
may be expected to work? 

Thu Hon*blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* As the honourable member 
will see, we are appointing 25 shops per week and this will cover a very 
large portion of Calcutta by the end of October next. As it is proposed to 
have this rationing scheme on a scientific and orderly scale right from the 
very beginning, I believe that there will be some delay. But by November 
rationing scheme will come into operation as a whole. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Is the Hon ble Minister aware 
that the so-called supply stores cannot even supply rice to one-tenth of the 
population of the locality where they are situated and it has been a 
failure 

Mr. PRE8IDENT! Mr. Ray Chowdhury: You are speaking of rice, 
but this question deals with sugar. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, my question is about the proposed 
scheme of rationing in Calcutta. I want to point out that the preliminary 
steps show that it is rather a failure because 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order, you cannot discuss the principle of 
rationing of rice. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
tell us how he proposes to deal with the question of the supply of sugar 
through control shops when the distribution of rice through these shops 
has been a failure, as stated by Mr. Roy Chowdhury. 

Tht Hon’bkl Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 do not agree that the 
distribution of rioe|j[ias failed. I think that the honourable member who 
remarked that it has failed was talking without his brief and does skbt 
know what he was talking about. 
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Oommunal proportioii among Supply OfMoii. 

SS* Khan Sahib NURUL AJMINs Will the Hon’ble Ministor iih 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department be pleased to state — 

(а) the number of District Supply Oflficers in Bengal; 

(б) the number of Subdivisional Supply Officers in Bengal; and 

(c) the number of Muslims and Hindus amongst themP 

The Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) Twenty six. 

(b) Eighty-hve. 

(c) (i) District Supply Officers — 

14 Hindus. 

11 Muslims. 

1 other community (Christian). 

(ii) Subdivisional Supply Officers — 

41 Hindus. 

44 Muslims. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased! 
to state if among these officers there is any one belonging to the Scheduled’ 
Castes P 

/ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware if there are 
any belonging to the Scheduled Castes. If there are any, they are- 
included among the Hindus. 

Food Drive in Calcutta. 

84. Mr. MUNCTURAM JAIPUR! A: Will the Hon’hle Minister im 
charge of the Civil Supplies Department l)e pleased to state — 

(a) the specific purpose which the Government had in view in taking 
census on the 7th and the 8th August last in the districts of 
Howrah and Calcutta in connection with the Food Drive; and 

(h) whether this purpose has been fulfilled? 

The Hmi’blO Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: (a) To take a census of 
stock of foodgrains. 

(6) Yes. 

Mr. HARIDA8 MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if the object of the drive — the seizing of the surplus stocks — was, 
in addition to what he has stated, to distribute the stocks amongst the- 
different controlled shops. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, Sir. 

AHmm^ Khan Bahadur 8haikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I have » 
question, a very important question, regarding the price of wheat. 
Previously wheat or atta was selling at Ks. 16-8 per maund; now it haa 
been reduced to Rs. 14. May I know, Sir, what has 



HH POINT OP INFOSUATION., [28tb 8«r.^ 

Mr. PRISIOipri B^badvr^ tber« are 8e¥m»l' questions' out< 

standing and yours is’Ji0 the only important question. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD 4AN: Sir, the atta now 

being sold at Rs. 14 per maund is half atta and half bajra. So 

* 

Mr. PBfSIOENT: Ifr you want to rise on a point of information, you 
may do so and if the Hon 'hie Minister likes he may reply to your point 
of information. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD dAN: Sir, the price of 
atta has been reduced from Rs. 16-8 to Rs. 14 but that is not pure atta. 
It consists of half bajra and half wheat. Test relief centres have been 
notified that henceforth they will be supplied with this sort of atta to be 
distributed among the poor people. Now, I want to ask whether this sort 
of mixture of half bajra and half wheat can be consumed by the people in 
this climate without detriment to their health. Bajra cannot be used even 
by the people of the Punjab which is the centre of bajra. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the premises of the 
honourable ipember are entirely incorrect. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: In what respect P 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, the atta which is being 
supplied by Government through the controlled shops, — nearly 40,000 
maunds of atta we propose to put on the markets, — is the pure 
wheat product coming out from the mills not mixed with bajra at all, not 
even one per cent, of bajra is there. 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: Sir, I have 
received information 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I cannot allow you to argue. You 
wanted information. You have got the information. 

Point of infomution. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIRs On a point of information. Sir, I 
would ask for “order papers” from the Hon’ble the Home Minister with 
regard to the incident reported in the papers this morning about lathi 
charges made yesterday on certain destitute persons described as hunger- 
marchers, who were coming towards the Assembly. 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have not yet read 
today’s papers which are said to have published the statement made by me 
in another place. But, Sir, very despicable attempts are being made to 
use these poor hunger-marchers for political purposes. They had been 
deliberately sent here for the purpose of staging a demonstration. 1 do 
not know whether the honourable members would like to have a demoaetra- 
tion staged here similar to what was done in United Provinces sometiiiie 
back when a mob inaijaged to enter the Legislative Chamber of the United 
Provinces and pia^^eally stopped the proceedings of the House, ll »,.the 
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ilonovrable members are anxious to have similar s^bei- in futmre, 1 am 
ready to withdraw the ordinary police precautiob from the Assembly and 
allow the demonstrators to come in the Chamber. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Sir, may I pursue the point a little further P 
Was the attempt of the police meant to prevent the demonstrators from 
coming into the House? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. There cannot be any supplementary 
question. You wanted information and the Hon’hle Minister has supplied 
you that information. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: But, Sir, further information may bo 
required. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you want to get clarified any }K)int in the state* 
ment of the Hon’ble the Home Minister, I am prepared to give you the 
opportunity. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: My point is tliis; The Hun’ble Minister 
has said he tried to prevent the marchers from <‘oming into the Assembly 
so that they might not disturb the proceedings of the House. But is it a 
fact that actual violence w'as used in this connection on these poor people? 
They were beaten and not merely cordoned off. There were actual assaults 
on them. 

The Hofi’hle Khwaja Sir NAIIMUDDIN: The reply may be had from 
the people who set these inarcher.s on. They are entirely responsible 
aqd not we. 

Mr. HUMAYUN KABIR: Are we to understand that those who organised 
these marchers beat them up? 

AlhadJ Khan Bahadur Shaikh MUHAMMAD JAN: On a point of 
information, Sir. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. No more inftuination on this point. 

Statement of action taken on Resolution. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In accordance with the 
provision of sub-rule ( 2 ) of rule Uo of the Bengal Legislative Council 
Procedure Rules, I have the honour to place for the information of the 
Council the following statement allowing the action taken by (Government 
on the resolution of Mr. Nur Ahmed, m.l.c., regarding the rapid spread of 
eduimtion among the Muslim population of Bengal that was passed by the 
Council on 6th November, 1942: — 

“Government have not been oblivious of the need for the rapid spread 
of education among the Muslims in Bengal. As early as in 1931 they 
appointed a Committee with Khan Bahadur Maulvi M. A. Momin, ic.l.Cm 
18 President to advise on w'hat should be the policy of advancing Moslem 
education in Bengal. In 1938- they appointed another committee to advise 
Ob the improvement of the Madrasah education in the province. The 
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reports presepted by these committees were voluminous documents. A 
Special Officer was therefore appointed to examine the reports and to make 
concrete suggestions for action to be taken on the proposals therein. The 
report of this Special Officer has been received. His recommendationa 
involve very great expenditure both capital and recurring, and it is not 
possible fdlr Government in the present emergency to undertake it. When 
these proposals have been considered and implemented by Government 
after the termination of the war, a long step will have been achieved 
towards attaining the objects of the resolution adopted by the Council”. 

Statement regarding supply of soft-ooke in Calcutta. 

Ilfr MARI DAS MAZUMOAR: On a point of information, Sir. I 
would be glad to know when the proposed statement is forthcoming with 
regard to the soft-ooke situation. 

Mri PRESIDEHT: Yesterday Government promised to make a state- 
ment regarding the soft-coke situation. Are they prepared to do so?' 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I cannot say off-hand 
what is the actual position, and I do not know exactly what the honourable 
member wants to mean by soft-coke situation? 

Mr. HARIDAS MAZUMOAR: Sir, I put in a short-notice question 
with regard to that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That short-notice question was not admitted. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I can repeat what the 
Coal Controller has said that for the present 25 wagons per day have been 
allotted to Calcutta and that he will try to increase the number by 10 wagons 
making it 35 per day. I have checked up the average of last fortnight 
and beginning from the 26th August, I find that the average arrival was 
32 wagons per day from the Ondal side. I also arranged with the Coal 
tilontroller and the various railways that they would send us 25 wagons 
per day from the Azimgunj side, and the railways and the Coal Controller 
very kindly agreed to supply the wagons for us. The wagons came by a 
rather circuitous route from the coalfields tna Kiul to Azimgunj and were 
transported from Azimgunj to the other side of the river to Nashipur 
Hoad and were thus brought to Calcutta. My object was by this means 
to supplement the soft-coke supplies in Calcutta. There were great 
difficulties at first but with the co-operation of all these gentlemen we were 
able to arrange the delivery of these wagons and for some time the supplies 
were made; but all on a sudden, I regret to have to state, other perecms 
stepped in and these wagons were taken away and we are only getting 
5 wagons out of 26, and the other 20 wagons have been taken by people 
who ought to have looked after themselves instead of encroaching on our 
supplies. I claim that oWing to whatever you call it, ingenuity or other- 
wise, we were able to get these 25 wagons and Calcutta should have had 
the benefit of it, , We have lodged a protest against the transfer of these 
wagons to other pe<^le who could easily make engagements for themselves 
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in oth6r ways. I do consider that it is extremely unfair on the part of 
the other authorities to take away coal from Calcutta in this manner. One 
of the points raised by them is that “we have never had so much coal in 
Calcutta, namely, we never had so many as 60 or 70 wagons of coal in 
Cdoutta per day before this even at the best of times". But then in those 
days coal consumption was supplemented by fuel wood consumption, but 
now owing to wagon difficulties we are not getting even fuel wood for 
consumption. We are trying to get fuel wood, however, from whatever 
sources we can, but as I have said the wagon difficulty is always there. 
Also, I have no hesitation in saying in this House that there is this real 
difficulty, for which the people of Calcutta have to pay, namely, that the 
merchants and others have got to pay for the wagons heavily before fuel 
can be brought to Calcutta. This is the position. Sir, with regard to coal 
and fuel. I think, however, that the system of coal distribution is being 
regularised and I believe that now the coal situation from the point of 
view of distribution is much better than before. 

Mr. 8ACHINDRA HARAYAM SANYAL. On a point of information. 
Sir. Will the Hon’ble Minister please state what arrangements have been 
made with regard to the supply of coal to the mufassil? 

Tho Hon’bln Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* So far as the mufassil is 
concerned, I am afraid the supply has been cut down, because the Coal 
Controller proposes to supply only 5 wagons of coal per day to the mufassil 
which means 150 wagons only a month for the entire mufassil districts of 
Bengal. This I consider to be extremely inadequate. I have brought 
this to the notice of the Coal Controller but he says that he cannot do 
more. 


Tho Bongal Vagranoy Bill, 1843. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT. The House will now take up the third reading of 
the Vagrancy Bill. Khan Bahadur .jalaluddiu Ahmad. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I 
beg to move that the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, as sent by the Legislative 
Assembly be passed 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: Order, order. The proper form should be “,^as settled 
in the Council", and not as “.sent by the Assembly”. 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 1 beg 

your pardon, Sir. I beg to move that the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, as 
settled in the Council, be pasised. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Motion moved: that the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 
1943, as settled in the Council, be passed. 

Mr. NUR AHMED: Sir, 1 rise to whole-heartedly support the motion 
for the passing of the Bill. This Bill is no doubt a very useful and 
beneficient measure but in my humble opinion it is very badly drafted. It 
is vague and incomplete in many respects. I expected a much better Bill 
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from an emineni lawyer like the member wbo i« in charge of it 
and not such an incomplete Bill. Sir, possibly he is carrying 8ome« 
one else’s baby but the fact remains that he has adopted that child as hit 
own. He had an opportunity to have it improved in the other BLouse bnt 
that has not been done. On going through the clauses of the Bill 1 find 
that the definition of the term “vagrant" is too vague. Then, Sir, in the 
definition it Has been said, “person not being of European extraction found 
asking for alms in any public place, or wandering about or remaining in any 
public place in such condition or manner as makes it likely that such 
person exists by asking for alms but does not include a person collecting 
pioney or asking for food or gifts for a prescribed purpose". In this defi- 
nition the expression “public place" has been used. Now, Sir, if you 
OQ^mpare this definition with the definition given in the Calcutta Police Act, 
lection 70, the Suburban Police Act, section 40, and the Punjab Municipal 
Act, section 51, you will find that there is a difference. In those Acts the 
definition contains words “public streets". So there is a lacuna: because 
from the definition of this Bill, “public streets" have been omitted. I find 
from the definition, as given in the Calcutta Police Act, section 3, sub-section 
17, that the term “public place" has been defined as the river bank or ware- 
house or space, i.e., place where the public have access to bathe or to take 
water. So the definition in this Bill excludes public streets and other places 
such as verandah of a building. So in this sense the definition is defective, 
because it leaves out streets, verandahs or shops where generally beggars 
live and ask for alms. In that view of the matter, there will be some' 
difficulty in working tliis Bill unless the definition is revised or modified. 
There is another point and this is that begging has not been altogether 
prohibited by the provisions of this Bill. Only empoyment of any person' 
for the purpose of begging has been made a punishable offence; but begging 
in the public streets and elsewhere has not been made punishable. 

-V 

In the Punjab Municipal Act and in the Calcutta Police Act there are 
provisions for this; but in the Calcutta Police Act it is more limited. It 
gives power to the. police to get a^ beggar convicted for one mouth only. 
I ihink that it will not serve the purpose of this Bill. There is another fact 
find that is that in the Bill although the expression “police officer" has bef»n 
used, there is no definition of the term “Police officer”. Sir, anybody, 
even a countable can be said to be a police officer. If that is so, the |k>wer 
given by this Act may be misused to the great hardship of these poor 
people. Some unscrupulous constable may use this power for exacting 
money from these very unfortunate human beings. The words “police 
officer’ ’ should have been fully defined and a police officer not below the 
rank of a head constable should have been given this power. 

There is another defect in this Bill. In this ^ill there is no beneficial 
provision as is found in the Bengal Children Act and ether similar Acts. It 
is stated in the Bill vagrants should be sent to the Yfigrancy Homes; 
but it is not stated hi^ Aey would be treated there, what benefit they woSld 
derive there and #)|il would be done to improve their hard lot while they 
would be de^i|jii|t|' Ithere. This is a most significant omission. We 
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expected a much improved and a more complete Bill from a lawyer of the 
CTainence of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of this Bill, Taking all the 
provisions of the Bill into consideration, we find that the Bill does not give 
large powers to the Government to give full benefit to this class of people. 
The sole-purpose of this Bill is to remove the beggars from the streets of 
Calcutta. Begging has not been made punishable by this Bill. The sole 
purpose of this Bill seems to be to keep the streets of Calcutti clean and 
healthy but this purpose would be frustrated if begging is not 
prohibited altogether. 

As the Bill has been conceived as a war measure, there are some lacunae 
in it to which I have drawn the attention of the Hon’ble Minister. I tliink 
he will try to improve the Bill in the way 1 have suggested or in any other 
way he thinks best. * 

With these few words, I support the third reading of the Bill. 

Mr. C. E. CLARKE: Mr. President, Sir, in welcoming the passing of this 
measure coment need only be brief. At a time when Bengal is passing 
through her darkest hour, it is highly sati.sfactory that a permanent and, we 
trust, progressive step has at last been taken towards the solution of a 
problem which for a number of years has been an outstanding disgrace in 
the First City of this sub-continent. 

There is ample evidence on record in this city (hat the subject is one 
which has engaged the attention of many civic-minded bodies over a long 
period and it is fitting to pay tribute to the Rotary Club in Calcutta which 
ha's* since 1934 made repeated and strenuous efforts to direct the attention 
of Government t4 the «vils of a state of affairs that apparently bad to be 
tolerated because it could only be removed by Provincial legislation. Even 
earlier, nearly 20 years ago, other Associations with very considerahio 
energy took up this subject with the Corporation officials. That Govern- 
ment has, at last, taken action i^, however, due to the problem becoming 
#oute owing to war conditions in Calcutta. Sir, we strongly express the 
hopf) that the Bengal Vagrancy Bill wilibe applied with the fullest possiti^df^ 
vigour, particularly as we find that although full powers of operation have 
existed for some months conditions in the main streets of this city do not 
yet show any signs of improvement. 

It has to be admitted that the position has been complicated by the 
influx into Calcutta of destitute people in search for food. Although the 
provisions of the Bill fully apply to these people, this part of the problem 
is, we now understand, being dealt with under a separate scheme. This 
scheme is quite simple in that it pro'Vides* for the collection of these people 
in selected centres in Calcutta and thereafter their evacuation to relief camps 
outside Calcutta. Progrese under this scheme appears, however, to be very 
disappointing and we would urge upon Government the necessity cf taking 
more vigorous Action for the collection and evacuation of these desUtiile 
people. We understand that full arrangements have been made for food, 
shdter and sanitaiion for them in the relief camps, and we think it mosi 
unsatisfactory that there should be this delay in organising the collection 
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and transport of tke destitute to these camps. Yhe situation appears to 
require an organised campaign for 3 or 4 days, in which, if necessary, the 
eervices of non-official relief organisations, the A. B. P. .personnel and 
Civic Ghiards should he used in removing destitutes from the streets ^ 

Mfi LALIT CHANDRA DA8i On a point of order, Sir. Is thfe honour- 
ahle member entitled to speak of the destitutes of Calcutta and conluae them 
with the vagrants dealt with in this Bill? 

Mr. PRESIDENTS Why notP 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: They do not fall under the definition 
of vagrants. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Speaking generally on the question he can certainly 
refer to it, 

Mr. 'C. E* CLARKE: Meanwhile, there is the Mahalandi project. We 
hope that there will be no further delay in the completion of the Homes at 
Mahalandi. We understand that this site was aoqi^ed as iar back ae 
August 1942 and it seems to us that the delay in completing the homes 
cannot be entirely explained away by the lack of building materials or coal, 
as was at one time suggested. Can we. Sir, be given some indications now 
as to when the Homes will be ready for use and also will Government be 
pleased to say if they have satisfied themselves in regard to the accommoda- 
tion that will be required for the ever-increasing number of vagrants and 
that the homes will, in fact, be large enough for the purpose? Our object 
in drawing attention to these points is to emphasise our concern, lest the 
measure should drift into “cold storage’’ or become inoperative for -want of 
adequate preparations, foresight and plans for expansion. Having 
achieved so much, this would be a calamity. We also express a hope that 
the activities of Government will not be limited to the pages of this Bill 
but will embrance expansion for additional Homes suitably equipped aa and 
when the need arises. Touching on the point of exterument. Sir, the Homes 
at Mahalandi will, we understand, only be able to hold a limited number of, 
eay, 5,000, vagrants, and in our opinion the success of this Bill will flepeiffi 
fiji»a large measure ’’upon Government strictly enforcing the proviaioMi ior 
exterument 6f new vagrants coming into Calcutta fron#OiAefde’4hiBi ]h*evince. 
The problem will jiot be solved if Government, after removing the bulk of 
the vagrfpts to the Homes at Mahalandi, alloiv vagrants from other 
areas again to collect in Calcutta. We'shall be glad to know what arrange- 
ments Government actually propose to make under clause 10 of the Bill for 
the repf^triation- of new vagrants outside the Province. In particular, we 
would like kno^ if deBni|» arrangeme^Cs have been made with the rail- 
ways with regard to thm matter- 

Sir, in urging the strongest possib|e |mps streets of the menace 

to the health and vitality of our ovCr-wijijrite^^ehd over-crowded city, we are 
not actuated by motives that merely put these people out of sight. The 
statement of objects and reasons for the Bill is admirable in its clarity 
and we trust that |very effort will be made to carry them through 'to 
complete fulfilment. ^ 
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CoiK^ding, Sir, we add our sincere congratulations for the expeditions 
manner in which the Hon’ble Minister is going to convert an Ordinance into 
an Act which cannot be but beneficial to Bengal, particularly to the larger 
cities. 

I|r« HARIDA8 MAZUMDARs Sir, I rise to support this measure which 
is now going to be passed into an Act. This is a liealthy social welfare 
measure and as such we whole-heartedly support it. As regards the defects 
and shortcomings of the Bill, I fully as.sociate with what has fallen from 
my honourable friend Mr. Nur Ahme<l. I do not like to enter into the 
details just at present, because we can wait and see the operation of this 
measure and the defects and lacuna; that may he discovered in course of 
the working of the Act we shall have ample time to amend them if and 
when necessary. But there is one thing which I should jHiint out and 
which has also been pointed out by the last speaker that it must not 
be consigned to the dust and silence of the upper shelf, particularly in view 
of the fact that healthy social legislations have not in the past been aoted 
upon for want of funds. They have practically become dead-letter legisla- 
tions, and I hope and trust that the Hon’ble Minisler, as soon as the assent 
of His Excellency is obtained, will put this int<i operation and see that work 
is commenced at once in right earnest. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA 0A8: Sir, I desire to associate myself with 
what has fallen from the previous speakers. The Vagrancy Bill is a welcome 
measure dealing as it does with the question of vagrants. But, Sir, what 
I have heard from my honourable friend, Mr. Clarke, is not clear to me. 
It will he better if the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the Hill will explain 
the intention of the Bill. Is it the intention of the Government to apply 
the provisions of the Bill to these teniporary destitutes who had to leave 
their hearths and homes for seeking food in this ciiyK It is never the 
intention of this Bill to deal with these temporary destitutes; because it will 
appear from section 7 of the Bill that as soon as a vagrant is received by any 
■'Police officer he has to he brought before a Special Magi.strate under section 6 
and such Special Magistrate shall make a snmnmry inquiry in the prescribed 
manner and ehall record a declaration that he is a vagrant and send him to 
the Vagrants* Home. What is proposed by Mr. Clarke is that 
these destitutes now in Calcutta would be gathered together in certain 
places by the A. R. P. officers and then arrangements should be made to 
transport them to some other place outside ('alcutta. That, Sir, is a proposal 
which is never in the contemplation of this Bill. What is the intention of 
this Bill? The intention of the Bill is that ptormanent vagrants who stay 
in Calcutta should be dealt with under the proyisioni of this Bill. Now, 
while I agree with the principles of the BiU as well as with its provisions, 

I desire to point out that there are certain defects in it which may very well 
be remedied by the rule-making power of the Government. The definition 
of a * ‘vagrant” as given in the Bill is: “a person not being of European 
extraction found asking for alms in any public place, or wandering about or 
reimaining in any public place in. such condition or manner as makes it 
likely that such person exists by asking for alms but does not include a 
person ooUeoting money or asking for food or gifts for a prescribed 
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purpoae’'. Ab the Minister in charge of the Bill is a devout Muslim of the 
orthodox type, he should please consider one point, namely, as to whether 
by the rule>makiBg powers of Government it would not be possible to save 
from the clutches of the police such persons as devout Muslim fakirs, Hindu 
faJdrs and Hindu sadhus and sannyasis who come and stay in Calcutta 
but who are not really vagrants. The definition, however, is so wide that 
it covers those persons also, and they may also be dragged to the thana 
and put to very great inconvenience. I ask whether by the rule*making 
powers of Government the Hon’ble Minister may not be able to exclude 
this class of persons from the operation of the “definition” clause. Another 
thing, Sir. The war situation has made a very serious encroachment upon 
the financial means of gentlemen with regard to everything, and specially 
with regard to their wearing apparel. 1 am speaking of the poor middle 
class hhadralogs who sometimes have to appear in tattered clothes and 
walk about the streets, may he, quite absent-mindedly, thinking of particular 
subjects. Any police officer may, under the provisions of this clause, 
seiase such gentlemen and drag them to vagrants’ home. Therefore, it is 
necessary that particular care should l)e taken with regard to the definition 
of the term “Police officer”. In section G it is stated that any police officer' 
authorised in this behalf by the Commissioner of Police in Calcutta and by 
the District Magistrate elsewhere may require any person who is 
api>arent]y, — mark the word, Sir, it is only ‘apparently’ — a vagrant lo 
accompany him or any other police officer to appear before a Special 
Magistrate. Now, Sir, is this police officer to be a mere constable or is it 
meant that he will be a police officer not below the rank of a sub-inspector 
of Police? It is necessary for me to know whether the definition of the 
word police officer includes a c«m8table also. If you give this pow'er to 
any ordinary constable, it will leave the door wide open to bribery. A 
constable may seize any person and taking him to be a vagrant drag him 1o 
the Magistrate and the supposed vagrant may pay the constable something 
and get off. That is a very dangerous thing. So I would draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that attention should be j)aid to the definition of the word 
“police officer,” as to whether it does include a constable. If it does, then 
I would protest saying that it would leave tire door open to bribery, as I 
have already said. Not that I say that a sub-inspector of police is 
above bribery, but then he has got a better power of discrimination 
than an ordinary police constable. If you mean to say that these 
police officers should be below the rank of a sub-inspector .of police, 
then you must leave some directions by the rules that penalties may 
be imposed on the police wrongly dragging a man to the iJMna or 
anywhere. By the mle-medcmg powers of Government, which are veiy wide, 

1 would again ask the Hon’ble Minister if it is not possible for him to s^ 
that this police officer be not below the rank of a sub-inspector, ^en. 
Sir, there is the provision in aspect of the examination of a vag^t by 
doctors. Sub-section 1 of section 8, says *** • * he shall forthwith be 
sent in the manner prescribed to the nearest receiving centre and there 
handed over to the ouatody of the offio^'in charge in such receiving centre, 
apd eook vai^raat shaB be do^ine4 p raoh receiving centre iintU he ie sest 
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therefW)Hi to a vagrants’ home • • and then, Sir, after this 

|HK>oedure he will be subjected to medical examination. I would draw the 
attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of tlie Bill in this connection 
that for the purpose of medical examination he should see to it that women 
vagrants are not examined by male doctors. Arrangements should be made 
so that female vagrants may be examined by female doctors and the 
reports thereafter may be given, if necessary, to a higher medical officer. 
In view of the further fact that the refusal to submit to medical examination 
will entail punishment, 1 would reque.st the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Bill to see that provision is made in the rule>making power that female 
vagrants will be examined by female doctors. Another point to which I 
would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister is with regard to section 
3. This section deals with the Vagrancy Advisory Board. What I M'ould 
is that in constituting the Advisory Board regard should be had to 
the proper representation of the rneinlmrs of both the Houses oh the Board. 
Then, Sir, I would suggest further that by the rule-making power of 
Government it should be made clear what woubl be the duties and functiuns 
of that Boar<l. 1 desire particularly to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Bill to section 7 under which the Special Magistrate 
has been given power. It is .said there that the S]>ecia.l Magistrate shall 
declare whether a person is vagrant or not and his decision is final. But 
the Board has also been entrusted with the duties under sub-.sectioii 4 of 
section 3 of looking into the proper administration of the Act. So the 
Advisory Board should be empowered to revise the ilec.larations of the 
Special Magistrate. ’Ibis is a thing which should be considered. If the 
Advisory Board comes to the finding in the case of any vagrant that the 
declaration has not been correct, it w'ill be within the power of the Advisory 
Board to recommend to the Government to revi.se the decision of the 
Special Magistrate. That is a thing which should be looked into. With 
these words, I extend my support t() the ])rovisionH of this Bill and wish 
it God-speed in its journey. 

Mr. K. C. ROY CHOWDHURY: Sir, 1 have already expressed my 
views about the urgent necessity of a measure of this kind when this Bill 
was introduced. I have now to express my gratitude to the framers of the 
Bill for the excellent provisions incorporated in it. But I would like the 
Hon’ble Minister to elucidate some matters relating to clause 3 regarding 
the appointment of a Vagrancy Advisory Board. 1 do hope that when the 
appointments are made he will take into consideration the claims of several 
organisations in Calcutta and out.side which are ilealing with the problem of 
beggars, for example, the District Charitable Society, the Ramkrishna 
Mission, and I am sure there are many similar institutions among the 
Muslims; there is also the Buddhist organisation, the Refuge — these are 
the organisations which have got first-hand information about beggars and 
vagrants. I hope the Hon’ble Minister will see that only M.Ij.A’s. and 
M.D.C’b. are not appointed to this Board just for the purpose of getting 
thw Ga-operaiion. The Government need not also write to the Bengal 
National Chamber or other C^mber8 of trade and commerce for appoint- 
meittts to this Board. Their nomin^s are too busy and will not attend. 
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1 have 8ome personal experience regarding these boards. I ^as elected 
as a member of the Leper, Asylum which received big grants from the 
Calcutta Corporation and other members were also appointed to that com- 
mittee. But because it was a leper asylum and because it was situated at 
Gobra, some distance froih the city of Calcutta, not a single member attend- 
ed any meeting of the committee. Because the members were afraid of 
infection from the lepers and also because it was an out of the way place not 
a single member cared to attend the meeting. I hope Government will 
take into consideration the competence of the members they will appoint. 
(Khan Sahib Abul Quasem: What are your suggestions?) Let the 
Minister have his own way. (Khan Sahib Abul Quasem: What are your 
specific suggestions?) Government should take members from the District 
Charitable Societies and similar organisations interested in the poor. 
(Khan Sahib Abul Quasem: What sort of members you desire?) 
According to* sub-clause (3) of section d, the Board is to advise on the 
administration of this Act. 1 am sure the Board should have some power 
regarding the expansion of the scope of the definition of the term 
“Vagrants”. There may be religious beggars, Hindus, Muslims ''or 
Buddhists. In fact, Buddhism preaches V iks?iuism, that means a person 
should carry in his hand begging bowls. (Khan Saliib Abul Quasem: 
Do you want to suppress that religion?) There are Fakirs. There are 
Hindu Sannyasis and there are some who are neither Hindus nor Muham- 
madans. So the Advisory Board should have some powers, some definite 
powers and not vague powers, to expand tl»e definition of the term “Vagrants” 
so as not to include people who by their spiritual creed are beggars. People 
in the United Provinces, the Punjab and Hardwar are proud of begging. 
They do it according to their religious injunction. Many Sannyasis come to 
Calcutta during the Gangasagar mehi who are not vagrants. In Kumbh 
msZa, one meets thousands of Sannyasis who are not vagrants but beg. 
During the Gangasagar imela in December many Sadhus come here and sit 
near the river-side between the Howrah Bridge and Nimtolla Ghat. 
Supposing a police officer goes there and arrests some of them at the 
instigation of malicious people and haul fhem up before a Magistrate, Then 
those Sannyasis will be put to great trouble. So, I say that the members 
to the Advisory Board should be selected in a way so that they may tender 
good advice to the Government regarding the proper administration of this 
Bill. 

With these few words, I support the Bill. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMADs 

Mr. President, Sir, I thank the members of the House for the reception ^ 
they have accorded to this non-controversial measure and also for thn^/ 
valuable suggestions which have been made by several members in regard 
the provisions of this Bill. 1 may point out that this Bill was prepared^!' 
after discussion with various sections of the public who were interested^ i^^ 
the problem by my pj^poessor in office during the last Ministry. I myself 
gave anxious oonsidera^lion to the different clauses of tiie BilL 
In clause 28 we have prov^ed for the manner in which the vagrants, should 
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be examined, the manner in which the Advisory Boanl should be conatituted. 
and the manner in which the provisions of the Bill should be carried out. 
When necessity arises, provision will be made for dealing with the great 
influx of beggars and destitutes from the mufussil. The Bill contains 29 
clauses and it makes provision for collection of these vagrants, for their 
food, shelter, clothing, for their employment and also for their discharge 
by the Controller when he is satisfied that they will no longer resort to 
vagrancy. There i.s also provision for punishment or penalties for .the 
offenders. Sir, suggestions have been made that there are lacume in this 
Bill. As Bill has not yet been worked and is in the nature of an 
experiment in Bengal, in the course of the working of tlie Bill if 
any defect is found it can be amended. A suggestion has been 
given by Mr. Nur Ahmed with regunl to the definition of the term 
“vagrant”. I do not think there is much room for improvement in 
this definition. It is w'ide enouglj and it excludes those persons w'ho 
are really wanderers. It does not inclmle u person collecting money 
or asking for food or gifts for a prescribed purpose. It will exclude those 
charitable institutions whose object is to collect money for carrying out the 
objects of those institutions. There are institutions in Bombay, 1 know, 
where little children are put to torture, they are even subjected to burns 
to make them cry so as to extdte pity in the minds of the people. In 
Calcutta 1 have found institutions of professumal beggars where children 
are trained in the art of begging by making sores on their bodies just to 
excite pity. All this must be stopped in Bengal. 1 admit that the Muslims 
and Hindus think it their religious duty to give alms rather indiscriminately 
and sometimes they condemn the AVesterners that they <lo not encourage 
individual charity but go in only for cfdlective charity. I think there is 
some sense in .what the Westerners <lo. We do .sometimes practise indis- 
criminate charity and that encourages proiessionul vagrancy. Personally 
speaking, 1 think this Vagrancy Bill is a very welcome measure and the 
defects which may be found in its actual w orking w’ill he remedied as far as 
possible by the rules. Many honourable members have pointed out that 
the term “Police Officer” in clause 0 of the Bill has not been defined. In 
this connection, I would like to refer my friends to the expression “any 
police officer authorised by the Commissioner of Police in Calcutta and by 
the District Magistrate elsewhere”. Sf>, it w'ill he for the Con^missioner of 
Police in Calcutta to see what sort of police officer he should employ for this 
purpose. We should not* lay it down as to whether he should he a sub- 
inspector of police or an assistant sub-inspector of police or an ordinary 
constable. 1 may say without any disrespect to the members of the House 
that a sub-inspector of police is no more trustworthy than an ordinary 
constable. Besides, honourable members will realise that the Commissioner 
of Police may not have many sub-inspectors of police under him to he 
entrusted with this business; so he has got to employ other police officers 
of a lower rank. In the Criminal Procedure (’ode also it will be found 
that an ordinary constable may get hold of a man and take him to the thana, 
and there is a provision that he has to be brought before the Magistrate 
udihin 24 hours or as early as possible. Here also, we have laid down that 
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the supposed vagrant should be brought before a Special Magistrate as soon 
as possible. So, there is no hunn in laying down a provision like this — 
that any police officer authorised by the Coniinissioiier of Police or District 
Magistrate may do this work. If a District Magistrate in a particular 
place thinks that he will authorise an a.ssistant sub-inspector of police or 
a constable to do this job, then he can do so : we do not propose to limit 
bis power in a cast-iron frame. With regard to a constable being employed 
in this behalf, I may mention that there is no danger of a vagrant greasing 
his fingers as he is not likely to have much in his possession for that purpose ; 
and^if the constable has got hold of a man who has got something he can 
certainly stand up before the Special Magistrate and protest that he is not 
a vagrant. The intention is that it is only the vagrant who is to be taken ; 
we have no other intention under this Bill. 

MFi LALIT CHANDRA DA8: Is it your intention to apply this Bill to 
the destitutes now in Calcutta H 

The Hon*ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: It might 
be; but we have nt present got provision for only one thousand beggars and 
they will be carried to Mahalandi where there is accommodation for 
men. So this Act w'ill not apply to destitutes as such, because they are to 
be dealt with by the Revenue Department which is entrusted with providing 
relief. Of course, it is pertinent for honourable members to note that there 
is very little difference 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please repeat 
his last sentence? Did he use the term “impertinent”? 

The Hon’ble.Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: No, no. 

1 said that it was pertinent for honourable members to note that there was 
very little difference 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DA8: I am sorry I could not catch you 
properly. 

Tha Hon'bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: That 
there was very little difference between the destitutes and the vagrants. 
I may submit that it is not the policy of the Controller of this Department 
to take evwjir destitute who cannot be provided somewhere else and more- 
over a destitute is not always a vagrant. We propose to deal only with 
the professional vagrants under this Bill. So I ‘hope these observations 
will satisfy my friends who have spoken on this point. There is one provi- 
sion with regard to externment to which one of the honourable members 
has referred. Then one of the members said that unless such provision for 
externment is* there, vagrants from mufassil will cgme and go on staying 
here. I would refer him to section 10 in which it is stated that a vagriat 
should have to be in the area for more than a year. So no person wili be 
treated as a vagrant unless, he is bom or has been there for more than 
year. Foreigners will > be externed if they do not really belong || 
Calcutta. Some members have pointed out that particular care should be 
taken in regard to the provision for the medical mcmninntiim of feoude 
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vagT&ah. It is provided in clause 8, “niedioally examine the vagrant in 
the manner prescrihed”. I may assure the House that it will be prescribed 
to the satisfaction of the members. I would further refer the honourable 
members to clause 14 in this connection. It is provided there that a female 
vagrant shall be searched by a female only and with due regard to decency. 
So at the time of medical examination there would be a female present even 
if a female doctor is not available. It may not be possible to have so many 
female doctors; but there is pmvision that a female will be present at the 
time of medical examination 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: May I draw the attention of the Hoirble 
Minister that section 14 deals with search of vagrants and it has nothing to 
do with medical examination K 

i Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think you should allpw the Ilon’ble Minister to 
reply: You had your say. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. President, I am sorry the honourable member has not followed what I 
said. I said that we have been meticulously careful in making the provi- 
sions. But it will not be possible in every case to have a female vagrant 
examined by a female doctor. We have said “nieilically examined in the 
prescrihed manner”. This shows that every care would l»e taken to have 
it done decently. AVilh regard to the suggestimi for employing imly female 
doctors, I may point out that Bengal does not prcxluce a sutticient iiumher 
of female doctors to deal with all the female vagrants so far as their medical 
examination is concerned. 

Mr. LALIT CHANDRA DAS: 1 think there are enough female doctors 
for dealing with vagrants in Calcutta. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maului JALALUDDIN AHMAD: I do not 

think there are sufficient female doctors in Calcutta to deal with all the 
female vagrants. But I can as.surc iny hononrahle fiiend that this niedica] 
examination will be done with decency, (Mr, iMr-iT CnANOHA Das: Yes, 
decency is what is required.) Clause l(t provides that all vagrants who 
are not Intrn or has not been continuously resident in the area for more 
one year wfll be externed from Calcutta, and that (mly heggars of 
CtAcutia will come under the Act. 

With regard to vagrants’ home, I may say that these vagrants will he 
taken to Mahalandi and after their training there when it is found that 
that they have become fit for employment and after employment has been 
obtained for such vagrants by the Controller, he has power to discharge 
them. 

Another suggestion has been made that the Advisory Board should sit 
in judgment over the Special Magistrate’s decision. That proposition cannot 
be accepted. The functions of the Advisory Board will be quite different. 
The vagrants will he dealt with by the Special Magistrate summarily and if 
it is done in a circuitous way, as suggested by the honourable member, it 
will not serve the purpose of the BiU. 
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I am tliankful to Mr. Clarke for the reception he has given to this Bill. 
With regard to his suggestion that the measure should not he left in cold 
storage, I can assure him that the (ioveriiment is very serious about putting 
this Bill into operation extensively. The Bill provides for full operation m 
Calcutta at once; it is only confined to Calcutta at present. But there is 
provision in this Bill for extending its operation outside Calcutta. With 
these wfirds, 1 thank the honourable members of the House for supporting 
the, Bill unanimously. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The (|uestion before the House is: that the Bengal 
Vagrancy Bill, I!>4:5, as settled in Council, be passed. 

(The motion was agreed to.) 


Prorogation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I have it in command from His 
Excellency the Governor that the Bengal Legislative Council do now 
stand prorogued. 
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The following members were absent from the meeting held on the 28tb 
September, 1943:- 

(1) Ehan Bahadur Naciruddin Ahmad. 

(2) Rai Bahadur Eeshab Chandra Banerjee. 

(3) Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta. 

(4) Mr. Eamini Kumar Dutta. 

(5) Mr. Mohamed Hossain. 

(6) Mr. M. R. Jaipuria. 

(7) Maulana Muhammad Akrum Khan. 

(8) Mr. J. McFarlane. 

(9) Mr. Nagendra Nath Moholanabieh. 

(10) Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 

(11) Mr. R. S. PursseU. 

(12) Khan Bahadur Muklesur Kuhuman 

(13) Khan Bahadur Kazi Abdur Ra.slud. 

(14) Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Ray. 
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Discussion of the Budget for 1943-44. 

(Speech delivered on 21st September, 1943.) 

Mr. MOAZZEMALI CHAUDHURY: Mr. President, Sir, discussion 
about the Budget must be made within ten minutes; so without making 
any preface, I would say one or two things that I have got to say. For 
the last seven years we have been discussing the Budget every year. 
During these seven years we have seen the activities of three Ministries— 
Fazlul Huq-Nazimuddin, Fazlul-Syama Prosad and Nazimuddin-Goswami 
Ministries. We have noticed that on the head of Test Relief some 2 lakhs 
of rupees are spent every year. It so happens that fn some years the figure 
goes much beyond lakhs to the neighbourhood of crores. It is a matter 
of great regret and shame also that work of the test relief is not carried 
on in accordance with any “Planned Scheme”. There is no doubt that all 
this money, at least a major portion of the sum, if not the whole, is ^^asted. 
Personally I know that for want of any scheme generally test relief work 
is started at a time in the year when, before the work is half finished, it 
has got to be stopped and the distribution of the money closed because, 
in drawing up the scheme, flood comes in ; or on account of the work having 
been half done, we cannot get the fruit of the work. In most cases it is 
found that the money for the test relief is spent on removing aram and 
other kinds of jungles and weeds. Crores of rupees are thus wasted year 
after year, yet Government pays no attention to the matter. The waste 
of these crores of rupees may be stopped if we start work with a big scheme 
for the construction of inter-district roads and canals ; and when any money 
is spent on account of test relief in any district, the sum should be spent in 
accordance with the scheme. If work can be started in this way, waste 
of crores of rupees may be stopped and it is possible to carry on the work 
smoothly. I am afraid one of the great wants of the country is the want 
of roads and canals or irrigation arrangement. It may soon be removed. 
Secondly, as regards food and the food problem. Today we are all face 
to face with a serious danger. Every member of this Legislature has been 
discussing this matter quite deeply. I should like to say a word or two 
regarding this subject. The problem which today confronts us — the manner 
iu which Government is going to solve this problem — I think that if they 
have themselves understood it, they have failed to proceed with the work 
Avith courage in the manner which they themselves deem fit ; to work with 
half-hearted measures was not well advised. If the problem is to bO 
solved, drastic action must be taken; such half-hearted measures will not 
do. I may refer to one or two cases. The thing is — ^it is admitted on sflft 
hands and everybody knows it that Government, if it so chooses^ — and it 
was proved in the past that a terrorist or a oriminal — Government police 
never abused their powers in detecting a terrorist or a criminal wherever 
he might be, whether on hills or in jungites or in rivers, — ^wherever he 
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might have concealed himself; — if it is possible to trace out one man out 
of India, — ^I am not prepared to believe that Government or police officers 
are unable to trace out lakhs of maunds of rice or foodgrains. If they 
are sincerely willing to find out (rice), they can easily do so. That is my 
notion. And today we want to know why Government should not be able 
to do so. Foodgrains are not certainly a thing like a thousand rupee note 
which can be carried on one’s person. Foodgrains have beCn kept in 
concealment somewhere or other. It does not seem impossible to find them 
out. Serious efforts are not made. If it is declared from today that every 
Police Commissioner and Government officer should find out rice within 
fifteen days in their respective areas and should also see whether an> 
hoarded ri«e has been kept concealed; — if any pwof is forthcoming to show 
that after that fifteen days any concealed commodity was in his area or an.\ 
commodity had been found out after that period, that police officer or 
Government servant, in whose area such hoarded goods would be f<»und, 
should be summarily dismissed. If declaration is made in this strain 1 
believe that whatever may he hoarded in Bengal, wherever it be, would be 
unearthed. I think the movement which the Opposition in the Legislature 
have .started is being conducted along a mistaken path. Taking advantage 
of this moveniehi all the capitalists and profiteers have today become bold 
enough to conceal all their commodities. This perhaps they themselves 
are unable to understand. Their duty is not done by simply attacking 
Government; they should co-operate. For we see today that it will not 
do only to oppose Government, in view of the severe distress that is prevail- 
ing in the country. By co-operating with them (Government) we must 
try to arrive at a real solution of the problem. I am not inclined to believe 
that there i.s no rice in the country. From the day on which the Ordinance 
was issued — from that day all rice disappeared from the country; is it 
believable? Till the day preceding it there was rice in the market. At 
hundreds and thousands and lakhs of .shops rice wa.s available till the 
preceding day. How is it that those who have been engaged in business 
and trade for generations had all their business stopped? Are we to think 
that they had no stock? Stocks they have which must only be found out 
and they punished. We think that all these stockists who are hoarders 
too are the principal enemies of the country; — they should be awarded 
punishment not less than what is awarded to murderers. They would not 
be properly punished even if they are hanged. It is in consequence of their 
activities that such wailings have arisen all over the country and death- 
rate is daily mounting up. I should like to draw Government’s attention 
to another side; if they think that their point will be achieved, if they only 
succeed in securing the support of that number of members necessary for 
retaining their Ministership and that they need not look to anybody else 
and need not take the advice or suggestion of other.s, tliey would be highly 
mistaken. If the Opposition offer constructive suggestion, they shonld, 
I think, accept it. On this point I may also say that (jk>vemment is today 
opening new shops — Government controlled shops. Because the public 
had some grievances in regard to the previous controlled shops, Government 
itaeif is now opening these shops. Regarding this matter I should like to 
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Miy what I know personally. In these Government shops witiiin this time 
all these things have been foimd — about one shop I know — ^the manner in 
which rice was weighed and sold — in a tin box in the course of ten days, 
made it possible that within fifteen days some five maunds of rice were in 
surplus. And this rice was not certainly deposited back with Qovernmentgi 
About this 1 am quite certain. If such things happen at shops conducted 
by Government servants and under Government control, that is indeed 
very shameful. Let me hope Government will immediately hold enquiries 
about this matter; and what Khan Bahadur Momin has said is the most 
important thing, namely, if corruption and bribery cannot be removed 
from Government arrangements I don’t think that any progress can be 
made in any direction. Allegations have been heard against everybody 
from the Minister down to the I.C.S. Secretary. In order that such things 
might not happen in future it is necessary that all of us should make efforts 
in an organised manner; it should be the object of every party, be it 
Congress or League, that bribery and corruption is made a thing of the 
past. If in doing this a Government is to be pulled down, we should not 
lag behind. Those who will be able to do so will serve the country and 
try for the good of the country. 

w 

(Speech delivered on 21st September, 194S.) 

MFi MUNCTURAM JAIPURIA: Mr. President, Sir, the first thing 
remarkable in the Budget Estimates for this year that have been presented 
to us is that the Government anticipate a deficit of 7 crores and 36 lakhs 
this year. We should also bear in mind that the figures of the expenditure 
for the rationing scheme which the Government intend to introduce have 
not been included in this deficit. The Hon’ble Finance Minister himself 
has admitted that such a huge deficit has never occurred in the Bengal 
Budget. Therefore it is essential for us to see whether this deficit is 
unavoidable and whether the food problem in Bengal would' be solved 
through this deficit. 

On casting a glance at the terrible hardship and horrible misery which 
the people of the province of Bengal have to suffer for want of food it 
becomes apparent that like the past Ministry the present Ministry also has 
failed to solve the food problem. At the time when the present Ministry 
accepted office it held out big assurances to the distressed people of Bengid 
and promised that they would control the situation very soon. In fact, 
it took upon itself this burden voluntarily just with a view to solving this 
problem. But so far no result has ensued. In the beginning our Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Supplies had said that the shortage of foodgrains was due 
to hoarding. But after the food drive in Calcutta and Howrah he himself 
was obliged to admit that no one had any excessive hoarding. Bui so far 
as public are concerned, they thought before also, and think even how, that 
every one has no hoarding. Those who have, the Government have either 
no knowledge about them or the selfiish big guns of the Governmmit do not 
want to tell the puUio about ilmm. 

The people of Bengal have a right to know whether or not the sun 
earmarked in the Budget for solving the fp^ problen will be pnqiwr^ used. 



APPENDIX. 


203 


1945 . ] 

The benefit ol the expenses which the Government have inciirreil so far does 
not appear to have gone to the people but to only a handful of people. It 
is learnt from the paper.s that thousand.^ of maunds of foodgrains are coming 
into Bengal from outside every day. But it does not appear as to where 
it is going. Ever since the Government fixed the price of rice it has become 
difficult even to obtain rice in the market. The same is the case with wheat. 
Well may atio be obtained after a good deal of effort, but wheat cannot be 
obtained. The hardships of those who are accustomed to ijurchase w'heat 
and get it ground have greatly increased. The more are the Government 
trying, the more is the food problem becoming difficult. The present 
Ministry has appointed some members of the Muslim League and one or 
two Europeans as their agents to purchase loodgrains outside and to import 
them into Bengal. But these agents do not mind the interests of the 
people or of the Government but their own interests. The Government do 
nothing in spite of know’ing thi.s. On the contrary, they only pat their 
agents on the hack. They are themselves profiteering. For examjde, just 
take the case of purchase of w’heat in tlie I’unjub, Have the Government 
any reply to the charge of profiteering levelled against them b}’ Mr. Baldeo 
Singh, a Punjab Minister? The Government policy in this connection 
appears to be defective somewhere. Up till dtttli Ma\ the Bengal Govern- 
ment used to charge at Ks. 11-8 per maund as the pi ice of wheat from the 
mill-owner.s and caused atta to he sold in tlie market at Us. 14-H. From 
Ist June, the Government began to charge Hs. 15-8 per maund as price of 
wheat from mills and caused utta to be s<dd at Ifs. It). Thereafter from 
August 4, the Government began to supply wheat to the mills at tJie rate 
of Rs. 14-4 per maund, reducing the previous price by Us. 1-4 and caused 
attn to be sold at Rs. 10-8. Now .since Scpteinlier 20, the Government 
have fixed the price of wlieat at R.s. 1*2-12 ami the priiH> of littti ut R.s. 14. 
What is the meaning of this continuous clianges? When the Government 
were charging Rs. 11-8 as price of wheat in May, what was the reason for 
their charging Rs. Io-8 in June? What was the nece.s.sity of making this 
profit which the Bengal Government have made on wheat? And then wdiat 
was the necessity of paying such a high milling charge to the mill-owners 
and what is the reason of reducing it now? Is it true that the Government 
have appointed some members of the Muslim League as their agents for 
purchasing atto- from Punjab who used to purchase nttu at Rs. 12-4 per 
maund, Calcutta delivery, and to sell it in tlie market at K.s. 19-8 per maund 
and it is with a view to maintaining the unbounded profit of those very 
people that the Government paid such high charges to the mills also. There 
is no use in keeping the public in the dark in regard to all these things. 
The people of Bengal insist upon knowing a.s to how the smn of three and 
a half crores of rupees which the Government have earmarked in this 
Budget of theirs for the arrangement of purchase and sale of foodgrains 
will be utilised? Is that for the benefit of a number of individuals in this 
very manner? The inference that follows from this is that if the Govern- 
ment desire food may be suppUed to the people at cheap rates without 
ZvL delivery of a«a (?) worth a single pice. The Government should 
consult all the chambers, trade associations, relief societies of Calcutta and 

3)1 



294 


APPENDIX. 


[28th Sept., 1943.] 


the public food committees of the province and secure their co-operation in 
their work. So far as I understand, if the Government desire, these 
orsfanisations will become prepared to take in their hands the arrangements 
for the purchase of foodgrains and their proper distribution also. The 
Government should place before the House all these things concisely and 
prove that they really stand in need of presenting such a huge deficit. I 
say to Government with emphasis that they should tell the members of the 
House what quantity of goods, at what places, on what dates and at what 
prices have Ispahanis, Shaw Wallace and their other agents purchased, 
what is the average of those prices and then at what price the Government 
have resold that commodity to the people. They should also point out how 
and through whom the Government have got this commodity sold and what 
is the present stock of each commodity with the Government. 

The fun of the thing is that the Bengal Government have been purchas- 
ing goods incessantly. Their agents have been bringing to Bengal the 
surplus purchased in all the provinces. But, still the shortage of food 
throughout Bengal remains intact. Almost all the people have to purchase 
foodgrains in the black market and they do not get commodities according 
to their requirements in spite of paying the demanded price. The Gotern- 
ment have achieved no success whatever in putting an end to the black 
market. In this year’s Budget an increased expenditure of 31 lakhs has 
been anticipated for the Civil Supplies Department. Cannot the Govern- 
ment avoid this expenditure? If, the work of purchasing and selling 
foodgrains is entrusted to the public organisations of this place, this useless 
expenditure by the Government will be saved and at the same time the 
people will be able to get foodgrains at the controlled rates. Besides a 
provision of 3 crores and 62 lakhs has been made for the relief of the 
famine-stricken people. In my opinion if the Government employ this 
amount to relief work through non-official organisations, it will give 
considerable relief. There is no hope of people being benefited to the same 
extent if the arrangement is made by the Government direct. Those who 
are aware of the conditions obtaining in Bengal know that a good arrange- 
ment neither for feeding the destitute nor for their treatment and super- 
vision has been made by the Government. People die in agony under the 
stress of hunger and for want of medicines. Their dead bodies remain 
lying on the streets. For two or three days the post mortem on these dead 
bodies continues, then they remain lying at burning ghats for eight or 
ten hours. As a result of this, there is great apprehension of 
terrible diseases spreading in Calcutta. The Government have not 
BO far been able to make any proper provision for the starving homeless. 
Finally, 1 want to say that the province of Bengal is passing through 
abnormal difficulty today. At the present moihent the burdbk for the 
protection of the people and their lives rests on the provincial Government. 
The Government should realise this responsibility of theirs very well. 1 
hope that the Government would pay attention to my humble submission 
and direct attention to the interest of the people with the eo-operation of 
trade organisations and relief societies. It does not matter if a handful 
of traders do not gain as a result of this. 


BOP‘43l4-eS97A-9S0 



Index to the 

« 

Bengal Legislative Council Debates. 

(Official Report.) 

Third Session, 1943. 


Act- 

B»nKaI (Rural) Primary Educntiun — . 
Qufstioii and supplrmi ntnry qlU'^• 
tions rognrdinK — . Pages ‘27-2H. 

Adjournment motion(«)~ 

Discussion on — rcgartling failure of 
Government Bengal to release 
pel■Mln^ detained under rule 26 of 
the Defemr of India Buies in spite 
of t'alcutta High Court and Kt'de- 
ral (’oun dt'cisioiis against such 
detent ien. Pages 

Advortisomont (obscene)-— 

Quotion and sti|>plcineiitanes regard- 
ing — hv Mr, Nur Ahnied. Page 16.‘f. 

Advisory Committee, Local 8etf*Qovem* 

ment— 

C^uestioji regarding — hy Mr. Nur 
Ahnu'd. Page 249. 

Agrtoultural produce, marketing of— 

(Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 
Ahniisl. Pages 2'Vh>’)4. 

Ahmad, The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 

Mauivi dalaluddin— 

Notice given by — regarding motion 
for the consideration and passing of 
the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 
Page 101. 

Spewh by— in winding up the debate 
on tbe third reading of the Bengal 
Vagrancy Bill, 1943. Pages 284-88. 

Ahmad, Mr. Mosbohuddin- 

Select Committee motion on the 
Bengal Advocates’ Robeo Bill, 1941, 
moved by—. Page 227, 

Ahmod, Mr. Nur— 

Motion to circulate the Bengal Proba- 
tion of First Offenders Bill, 1942. 
moved by—. Page 228, 

Motion to circulate the Bengal In- 
decent Advertuement Prevention 
Bill, 1942. Pages 2a&>29. 


Ahmod Mr. Nur— 

Motion to ciiX'ulaU* the Bengal S'uf>- 
prwsion bf Immoral Traffic (Amend- 
ment), Bill, 1940, moved by — . 
Page 228. 

Motion to introduce tbe Bengal Cliil* 
drtMi (Anteiidrneiit) Bill, 1943, 
niovi'd by — . Pag*' 230. 

Motiuii to introdiK'c* the Reagal Holy 
Guornn Kale Hill, 1943, moved by — . 
Pag.‘ 231. 

Motion to introdiua' the Indian 
Lunacy (Bengal Aiuendineiit) Bill. 
1943, niovtal by — . Pngi-N 2!fl-i)2. 

Motion to introduce the Land Acqui- 
j^it.ion (Bengal Amendment) Bill. 
1943, moved by — . Page 232. 

Motion to intnKlvKe tbe Bengal 
Kuniine lusurnnce Fund (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1943, movc'd by—. 
Pago 229. 

Motion to iiitroduc«‘ the Bengal Cri- 
minal Proeeduft- (Election Offenoi'sl 
.Amendment Bill, 194.3, movwl by — . 
Pages 2.3tK31, 

Motion to introduce the Bengal 
Music in tbe Muslim Slirine Prohi- 
bition Bill, 1943, moved by — . Page 
231, 

Motion to intrexiuce the Bengal Melaa 
Regulation Bill, 1943, movt*d by — . 
Page 232, 

Motion to introduce the Indian Regis- 
tration (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 
1943, moved by — . Page 283. 

Question by — regarding Jute, Rice 
and Paddy Enquiry Committees. 
Page 4, 

Quiwtion by— regarding arreeli:^^^^^^ 4^^ 

Abdul Gani. Pages 34. 4 

Qu(<«ti<m by— regarding evamten hlil 
Rangoon. Page 2, i ^ 

Question by — regarding price df yam. 
Pages 19-20. 

(Question 1^— regarding land under 
paddy in Bengal. Pages 9941. 



ii 


INDEX 


Akimtf Mr. Nnr— 

Qa«6tion by — regarding Burma eva- 
cuees. Page 25. 

Queation by — regarding health of 

fitudenta. Page 28. 

Question by — regarding regulation of 
markets. Pages 32413. 

Question by — regarding special train- 
ing for second language teachers. 
Pages 29-80. 

Question by — regarding^^nedicul relief 
to villagers. Page 97. 

Question by — regarding “Grow More 
Food” campaign. Page 90. 

Que.stioii by — regarding marketing of 
ngricnltural prcxluce. Pages 263- 
54. ‘ 

Question by — regarding post-war re- 
constructions. Pages 248-49. 

Question by — regarding Local Self- 
Government .Advisory Committee. 
Pages 24849. 

Question by — ^regarding free grant of 
land to soldiers. Page 250. 

Question by — regarding Watorways 
Board. Page 245, 

Question by — regarding health of 
University students. Page 235. 

Qmwtion by — regarding small scale 
industries. Page 236. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 
garding abs<;eiie advertisement. 
Page 163. 

Question and supplementaries by — re- 
garding Mcdiools in . Calcutta and 
other areas. Pages 16^1^. 

Question and 8upplement*ries by — re- 
garding requisition of houses for 
military purposes. Pages 158-59, 

Speech by — on the third reading of 
the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 
Pages 277-79. 

Speech by — on his motion to take the 
Bengal Public Gambling (Amend- • 
meat) Bill, 1940, as reported by the 
Stdect Committee, into conaideratiim. 
Pages 223-24. 

Speech by— -on general disonssion of 
the budget. Pages 103-106. 

S^eeidi by — on ^e motion of Gie 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Sayed 
Muasiamaddin Hossain that the 
Bengal Vagranqy BQl, 1913, be 
taken into oonsideration. Page 
153. 


AbMti Mr. Nur— concld. 

Speech by — on the non-official resolu- 
tion regarding release of persouk 
detained under rule 129 or rule iS6 
of the Defence of India Ttules. 
Page 55. 

Aid (ftnaneial) to aduoatioiml mstitu* 

tiom of Caioutta— 

Question regarding — by Mr. Haridaa 
Maaumdar. Page 30. 

Amin, Khan Sahib Nurul— 

Qnestion by — regarding communal 
proportion among supply officers. 
Page 273. 

Question and supplementary questions 
by — regarding tube-wells in Cal- 
cutta. Ptiges ,‘16-;17, 89. 

SpctH’h by — on g»uieral discussion on 
the budget. Pages 116-18. 

Supplementary questions by — regard- 
ing medical relief to villagers. 
Pages 97-98. 

Azia, Khan Sahib Abdui— 

Question by — regarding Non-Agricul- 
tural Tenancy Bill. Pages 36, 158. 

Question by — regarding Bengal 
(Rural) Primary Education .Act. 
Page 27. 

Banorjoe, Rai Bahadur KMhab 

Chandra— 

Point of information raist-d by — in 
connection with the speecli of tint 
Hoii'ble Kliwaja Sir Nazimiiddin on 
the non-official resolution regarding 
release of persons detained under 
rule 129 or rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules. Pages 58-59. 

Point of order raised by — in connec- 
tion with the answers given by the 
Hon’ble Revenue Minister regarding 
abolition of the Permanent Settle- 
ment. Pages 35-36. 

Speech by — on the Supplementary 
Budget. Pages 13941. 

Speech by— on the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to 
deal properly with the food situa- 
tion in Bengal. Pages 189-91. 

•anadi* W* Suahil Kumap— 

Questiop and supplementaries 
garding arrest of — by Mr. 14^ 
Chandra Das and Mr. Har£||s 
Maanmdar, re^>ectively. Pages i|B- 
63, 



INDEX 


iii 


■amurta OMriet Raliaf OammittM— 

Question regarding — ^by Mr. Bankini 
Chandra Mukherjee. Pages 23840. 

■arm, Mr. Dhirwitfra Lai 

Speet^h by — on the SuppU-snentary 
Budget. Pages 14445. 

Bill— 

The Bengal Vagrancy — . 1943. 

Discu.st>ioii regarding contiideratioii 
of—. Pages 262^1. 

Tliird Reading <»f— . Pages 277-8H. 
Consideration motion of — . Pages 
162^. 

The Bengal Non-Agriculiural Tenancy 

Question regarding — by Khan Sahib 
.Abdul Azi*. Page ifO. 

The Bengal Non-Agricultural Tenancy 
n'emporarv Provisions) Extending 
— . 194.3. 

Governor’s assent announced by Mr. 
l*reHident regarding — . Page 44. 
The Land .Acquisition (Bengal 
.Ainendnu’iit) — , 1943. 

Motion to intnahn'e — inovosl by — 
.VI r. Nur .Ahmed (Agrtn*d to.) 
Page 232. 

The Indian ljunacy (Bengal .Amend- 
ment — . I94;i. 

Motion to intrcKliHs* — moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. (Agreed to.) Pages 
231.32. 

7’he Bengal Holy Quoran 8aki — , 194^3. 
Introduction moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. (Agreed to.) Page 231. 
The Bengal Children (Am^rndment) — . 
1943. 

Introduction motion moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. (Agreed to.) Page 
230. 

The Hindu Women’s Rights to Pro- 
perty (Extension to Agricultural 
Land)—, 1943. 

Introduction motion moved by Mr. 
Nagendra Nath Mahalanobis. 
Pagea 22930. 

The Bengal Advocates’ Robes — , IMl. 
Conaidffiration motion moved by Rai 
Bahadur Brojendra Mohan Maitra. 
Pages 224-27. 

The Bengal Probation of First Offeii- 
dem — , 1942. 

Circulation motion moved hy Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. (Motion was agreed 
to.) Page 228. 


Bilt-^oncld. 

The Bengal Famine Insuranoe Fund 
(AnunKhnent) — , 1943. Introduc- 

tion motion moved by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. (Agreed to.) Page 229. 
The Bengal Suppression of Immoral 
Traffic (.Amendment) — , 1940. 
Cin-ulfttion motion moved by Mr. 
Nur .Ahmed. (.Agrewl to.) Page 
228. 

The Bengal Publii- Oatubliug (Ani(md. 
inent) — , 1940. 

Consideration inniiou by Mr. Nur 
.Ahtned. (Agrwd to.) Pugcs 223- 
24. 

Tilt* Bengal Indecent .Advertisement 
Prevention — , 1942. 

Circulation motion movetl by Mr. 
Nur .Ahm«-d. (Withdrawn.) Page 
228. 

The Bengal laa-al S<dt-Gov<*rnment 
(Amendment)' — , 1943, 

Intrcxluciion motion moved by Mr, 
Humiiyuii Kiibir. (.VgriHnl to.) 
Pag«* 230. 

The Bengal .Mehis Regiilution — . 1943. 
Intnaluetion imdion moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahnusl. (Agrei'd to.) Page 

2.32. 

Bi-ngal Music in the Muslim Shrine 
Prohibition — , I94il. 

Introduction motion movcsl by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. (Agreed to.) Page 

2.31 . 

The Bengal Criminal PnaaKlure (Elec- 
tion Offenci-s) Amendments — , 1943. 
Intnaluction motion moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. (Agreed to.) Pages 
23(K11. 

The Indian Rt^istration (Bengal 
Amendment) — , 1943. 

Introduction motion moved by Mr. 
Nur Ahnted. (Agreed to.) Page 

233. 

Message received from the Assemb- 
ly regarding — . Page KX). 

Notice given by the Hon’ble Khan 

Btshadur Maulvi Jalalnddin 
Ahmad regarding moving for the 
consideration and passing of — . 
Page 101. 

BrsMlMW, stm to iNNHh lit MMiMpors 

Question regarding — by Mr, Hhrish 
Chandra Chakiaverti. Pages 166, 
246. 



INMX 




•utfitt-- 

PreBeotatbD of—. Pages 4448. 

- titoneral diBcumion on the — . Pages 
101-118, 12248. 

•umw avaouMt— 

Queetiona and supplementary queetions 
regarding—. Pages 25-27. 

Caloutta— 

Question regarding Food Drive in™ 
by Mr. Mungturam Jnipuria. Page 

27:1 

Question n.»gHrding control shopB in — 
by Mr. Naresh Nath Mookerjee. 
Page 208. 

(j!uc«tion regarding scarcity of sugar 
in — by Mr. Birendra Kisliore Roy 
Choffdhury. Page 271. 

Question regarding tulx'-wells in — . 
PHg(‘ 89. 

Question regarding tub»-wells in — by 
Khan Sahib Nurul .Amin. Pag«‘s 

Qntistion regarding ftnancial aid to 
educational institutions in~by Mr. 
Haridas Mastumdar. Page IK). 

(Juwtion and supplementarv questions 
regarding taxi-cabs in — . Pages 
21-28. 

Chakraverti, Mr. Siirith Chandra— 

Adjournment motion moved by — re- 
garding failure of Bengal Govern- 
ment to set at liberty persons de- 
tained under rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules in spite of High 
Court and B'edi-ral Court decisions 
against their detention and speech 
made therron. Pages 88, 63-66, 86- 
86 . 

<^omplaint made by — regarding non- 
supply of printed questions to mem- 
bors suffioteiitiy in advance. Page 
162. 

Question by — regarding breaches, etc., 
to bunds in Midnapore and Burd- 
wan. Pages 165, 246. 

Speech by — regarding general discus- 
sion on the budget. Pages 115-16. 

Speech by — on tlie motion to take the 
Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, into 
consideration. Page 154. 

Speech by— on the special motioa m- 
garding failure of the Food Minis- 
ter to deal properly with the food 
situation in Bengal Pages 17981 


ChowMwry, Mr. BiniMra KMMn Rny— 

Question by — regarding scarcity of 
sugar in Calcutta. Pi^(e 271. 

Speech by — regarding general discus- 
sion on the budget. Pages 101-103. 

Chowdhury, Mr. HamHIul Huq— 

.Speetdi by — on the special motion of 
Mr. LaJit CHiandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deal 
properly with tlie food situation in 
Bengiil. Pagi*K 184-86. 

Spe«*ch made by — on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shrisli Chandra 
Chiikraverti regarding failure of 
Government of Bengal to release 
piTHons di'taiiUH.1 under rule 26 of 
the Defence of India Rules in spite 
of Calcutta High Court and Federal 
Court decisions against such deten- 
tion. Pages 78-75. 

Sf)ewli made by — on the point of 
order raised by the Hon’ble Kbwajn 
Sir Nazimuddin in connection with 
the above motion. Pages 39-40. 

Supplementary qiu'stions by — on the 
question regarding taxi cabs in 
Calcutta. Pages 22, 24. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
qu(*8tion regarding the Bengal Jute, 
Rice and Paddy Enquiry Com- 
mittees. Pagw 13-14. 

Supplementary questions by — on tlie 
question regarding land under 
paddy. Page 32. 

Supplementary question by— on the 
question regarding abolition oi the 
Permanent filettlemMit. Page 35. 

Choudhury, Mr. Mounmtii— 

Speech by — on the . supplementary 

budget. Pages 131-33. 

Ciarin, Mr. C. E.— 

Speech by— on the third Reading 
the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. 
Pages 27981. 


Queatitm regarding reoonuueiidations 
<rf Hie Land Revenue— by Mr. Nlllr 
Ahmed. Page 34. 



INDEX 


# 

Public Relations — . 

Questions rt^arding — by Mr. Haridas 
Masnindar. Pages 249 h')0. 

The Bengal Jute, Bice and Paddy 
Knquirj' — . 

Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 
.Ahnn«d. Page 4. 

CommuTMl awant— 

Resolution moved on— by Mr. Aimilya- 
d I lone Ray. Pages l>2-6.‘l. 

Communal proportion— 

Qu(‘.sti(oi ngiirding — aiiioiig apply 
offic«*rsi by Klian Sahib Nurul Amin. 
Page 27‘.i. 

Contai— 

Question and suppieniernanes regard- 
ing distribution of paddy seeds by 
Mr. Bankim Chundrn Miikerji. 
Page .'W. 

Criminal oflenoea— 

Queation regarding — against women 
by .\lr. Harida> Ma/.uiiular. Page 
270. 

Control thopa — 

Qin'stion n^garding — in Calcutta by 
Mr. Naresli Nath Mookt'rjts'. Page 
268. 

Curfow ordor— 

Question regarding — in Midnapore by 
Rai Bahadur Kesbab Oiandra 
BanerjtH*. Page 268. 

Cyolona in Woatom Bangal— 

Question and supplomentaries regard- 
ing — by Mr. Haridas MaKumdar. 
Pages ]6(k61. 

Question regarding — . Page 94. 

Dai, Mr. Lalit Chandra— 

Adjournment motion moved by — re- 
garding food situation in Bengal. 
Page 37. 

Point ot privilege raieed by-^regard- 
ing appointment of a Public 
.Accounts C\>mmittee of the Council. 
Page 260. 

Speech made by — on the objection of 
the Hon*ble Khwaja Sir Naaimud- 
dia agaimit the adjournment motion 


▼ 

Oas, Mr. Li 

of Mr. Shri&h Chandra Oiakraverti 
rt^arding failure of Bengal Qovern* 
ineiit to set at liberty persons de- 
tainwl under rule 2C of tile Defence 
of India Rules in spite of High 
(>)urt and Federal 0>urt decision 
against the detention. Pages 38, 
40. 

Point of infonuatinn rnisiHi by — rty 
gnrding a sbort-notice que-stion os 
to the claims of tin' iiiemberH in 
rt'spect of their allowances during 
the pi'ndency of tlie Prwlamntion 
swtion 93. Page 100. 

Point of order raisisl by — in cxiuuec- 
tion with the motion for tlu' Third 
Reading of the Bengal Vagrancy 
Bill. 194.1, imnniliately on the con- 
clusion of till' Si'cond Reading. 
Page 268. 

Point of ortler laiM'd by — on tlie 

lunendment of Khan Sahib Abui 

Qiiaseni on thi> resolution of Mr. 
Httnkini t'liaiulra Datta regarding 
release of persuns dttained under 
rule I2f> or rub* 26 of the Dqfence 
of India Rules. Page •'>4. 

I’oint of order raised by — tt» to 

wliother a Parliamentary Secretary 
was compi'tent to reply to questiona 
tabled by iiiembers wln-n the 
Hon ble Minisfi-r in charge of the 
d(>piirtinen( to wliieb the question 

relat***. liappeiis t<i he prcsefit in the 
tliamber. Pages 22-24. 

Question by — ri'gardiiig iirruat of Sj- 
Hiishil Kunmr Banerji. Pages 16®- 
63. 

Qiteetioii by — regarding ‘'Grow More 

Food’’ campaign. Pages 164-66. 

Questum and supplementary queation 
by — regarding Dacca riots. Page* 

94-06. 

Special motion moved by — regarding 
failure of the Civil Supply liiniator 
to deal properly with the food 
s>ituation in Bengal. Pagt'a 167-71, 
218-21. 

by— on the Third Reading of 
the Bengal Vagrancj’ Bill, 1943. 
Pagi-^* 281-8-1. 

Hpaech < by— an the aupplemoatai7 
budget. Pagea 1^28. 



INDEX 


Vi 

Dm, Mr. LMIt Clmmlra^oncld. 

Speech made by — on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shriah Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure . of 
Gkyremment of Bengal to releaae 
perbon detained under rule 26 of 
the Defence of India Rulea inspite 
of Calcutta High Court and Federal 
Court decision against such deten- 
tion. Pages 69-71. 

nupplomeutary questions by — on the 
({uestion regarding relief work in 
Midna[>ore. Pagt*** 18-19. 

Supplementary questionh by — on the 
question nsgarding the Bengal Jute, 
Rice and Paddy Enquiry Com- 
mittees. Page 13. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question regarding ban on “Desher 
Kalha”. Pages 20-21. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question rt^garding Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Kducution Act. Pages 27- 
28. 

Supplementary question by — regard- 
ing control shops in Calcutta. Page 
269. 

8uppl«*mentar>- question by — regard- 
ing <>riminal offenres iigainst 
women. Page 270. 

Oatta, Mr. Kamini Kumar- 

Observation mode by — on the objection 
of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naaim- 
uddin against tlie adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure of 
Bengal Government to set at liberty 
persons detained under nile 26 of 
the Defence of India Rules in spite 
of the decision of the Calcutta High 
Court and Federal Court against 
the deUmtibn. Pages 4041. 

Oatta, Mr. Bankim ChaiMIra— 

Speech by — on the supplementary 
budget. Pages 126-27. 

“Oatkar Katha"— 

Queation regarding ban on — by Mr. 
Haridos MaBumdar, Page 20. 

Oiamond HartMur— 

Question and aupplemeutarieB regard- 
ing flood and cyclone in — ^by Mr. 
Ranajit Pal Choodhury and Mr. 
Haridae Maiumdar, reepeetively. 
Page 162. 


D’Roiarta, Mrs. K.— 

Speech by— on the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deed 
properly with the food situation in 
Bengal. Pages 178-79. 

Eduoation Dapartmant — 

Question regarding officers of — ^by 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 237-38. 

Educational imtitutiona of Calcutta — 

Question regarding financial aid to- 
by Mr. Haridas Masumdar. Page 
30. 

Enhancement of rent for tea ostatea— 

Question regarding — by Mr. Haridas 
Mazumdar. Page 250. 

Evacuees from Rangoon — 

Question regarding — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 2-il. 

Questions and supplementary questions 
regarding relief to—. Pages 26-27. 

Flood and cyclone in Oiamond HartMur— 

Question and supplementarics regard- 
ing — by Mr. Ranajit Pal Cffiow- 
dhury and Mr. Haridas Maznmdar, 
ri'spetttively. Page 162. 

Food— 

Questions and supplementarios by 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
‘KJrow More — ” campaign. Pages 
164-65. 

Food Adulteration Act, The ^gal— 

Question and supplementaries regardr 
ing — by Mr. Nur ALmed. Page 
244. 

Food drive — 

Question regarding — in Calcutta by 
Mr. Mungturam Jaipuria. Page 
273. 

Food situation— 

Statement on — by the Hon’ble Minis' 
ter, C^vil Supplies. Pages 4S6IR 

Froeat batwaan 

tara af tr 

Question regarding — . Page 

Qani. Abdul— 

Queetkm regarding arrest of-^^~hgr 
Nor Ahmed. Pagee d4. 



INDEX 


vii 


Gdfmi, Khan Bahadur Abdut— 

Point of information by — aa to when 
his two questions regarding test 
relief work in Noakhali district and 
seed distribution, respectirdy, put 
to Oovemment before last session, are 
expected to be answered. Page 266. 

Question by — regarding test relief 
work ill Noakhali district. Page 
266. 

Supplementaries by — on the quobtiou 
of Mr. Harida.s Ma/umdar rt>gard- 
ing “Grow More Food” ctuupaign. 

Page 252. 

% 

Goswanti, the Hon'bie Mr. Tulsi 

Chandra— 

Presentation of budget by — . Pages 
4448. 

S|>eecb by — on tii(» Supplementary 
Budget. Pages 146-4S. 

“Grow More Food*' campaign— 

Question regarding — . Pages 90. 241* 
42, 2.51-<V2, 

Health of studonta- 

Question and supplementary questions 
regarding—. Pages 28-29. 

Horbort, His Exoellonoy Sir John— 

Referenct* to the illness of — miwie by 
the Hon'ble the President. Page 1. 

Reply to the message of the Council 
from — read by Mr. President. Page 

151. 

Hoaain, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur 

Saiyad Muauamuddin— 

Laying of the Bengal Vagrancy Ordi- 
nance. 1943. before the Council, by 
— . Page 44. 

Motion niovml by — tfiat the Bengal 
Vagrancy Bill. 1943, be taken into 
c-onaideration . Page 15.3, 

Statement by — regarding action taken 
on resolution passed in the Council 
regarding irrigational projecUt in 
Eastern and Northern Bengal and 
discussion tlioreon. Pages 256-69. 

Speech by— on the Supplementary 
Budget. Pages 14142. 

Houta Couwiittio— 

NfHnination of—by Mr. President. 

Page 43. 


Questions and supplementaries regard- 
ing requisition of — for military pur- 
poses by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 
158-69. 

Induttrtas— 

Question regarding Kinall st'ale — by 
Mr. Nur AbiiUHl. Page 2.%. 

I 

irngatNmal projeota in Eutam and 

Horthem Bengal — 

Statement made ^•eg^^r<^illg ac;tion 
taken on the resolution passed by 
the Council regarding — by the 
Hon’ble Khnn Bahadur .Saiyed 
Miiazxainuddin Homiiii and discussion 
thereon. Pages 256-.')9. 

Jatpuria, Mr. Mungturam— 

Speech in Hindi by — on the Budget. 
Pages 292-94. 

Jan, AHiadJ Khan Bahadur Bhaihh 
Muhammad— 

Remarks • by — in connection with 
the remarks of the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suiirawardy during tha 
discuK.sion of the sperual motion of 
Mr. Liiiit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to 
deal properly with the food •itua- 
tion in Bengal. Page 197. 

.SjKHH^h by — on the Budget. Pages 
142-44. 

Spm-oli made by— -on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure of 
Govern numt of Bengal to release 
perw>n detained under rule 26 of 
the Defence of India Rules in spite 
of Calcutta Hij^i Court and Federal 
('onrt decision against such deten- 
tion. Pages 65^7. 

Biippleineutary questions by — regard* 
ing Food Drive in Calcutta. Paget 
273-74. 

Jute, Kiee and Faddy Enquiry Gam* 

wit t ea t 

Question regariiing — by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 4-12. 



INDEX 


Till 


Kttir, Mr. Humayui»~> 

Matton to introduce the Bengai Local 
B«lf-4^ernment (Amendmeoit) 'BUi, 
11)43, moved by — . Page 230. 

Point of order raified by — regarding 
cmnpetence of -a Parliamentary 
Hecretary to answer questions and 
supplementaries when the Hon*bIe 
Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment coucemed is present in the 
Cliamber. Pages* 23, 26. 

Hpewh made by — on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. fibrisli Chandra 
Ohakraverti regarding failure of 
(loveriuneiit ol Bengal to release 
persons detained under rule 26 of 
the Defence of India Buies in spite 
of t’alcuttii High (Tourt and Federal 
Court decision against stn-h detcMi- 
tion. Pages 76-79. 

Bpeech by — on the Budget. Pages 
137-39, 

Speech by — in connection with the 
discussion of sptK-ial motion of Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das regarding failure 
of th«‘ Food Minister to deal pro- 
perly with the food situation in 
Bengal. Pages 196, 197-200. 

Supplementary question hy — on the 
question regarding evacuees from 
Rangoon. Page 2. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question regarding the Bengal Jute, 
Rice and Paddy Enquiry Oom- 
mittt'os. Pages 13-14. 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question regarding ban on “Dt'sher 
Katha'’. Page 21. 

Supplementarj’ questions by — on the 
question regarding relief work in 
Midnapora * Pagt‘ 19. 

Bupplemantary questions by — regard- 
ing scarcity of tsugar in 'Calcutta. 
Pages 271-72. 

Bupplementar:)' questions by — on the 
question regarding Burma C'Vacuees. 
Page 25. 

Bupplemmitary qm^stiotiis by— on the 
question regarding health of 
students. Page 29. 

Khan, the Hon'ble Mr. TaimiuMln— 

Suggestion by — retgarding answering 
of supplementary questions. Page 
267. 


LtMlaw, Mr. W. B. 0.^ 

.Speech by — on the Budget. Pages 
127-29. 

Land Ravanue Commiasion— 

Question regarding reccnnmendations 
of the — by Mr. Nur Ahmed. Page 
34. 

t 

Land undar paddy — 

Question and su])plementaries regard- 
ing — ^in Bengal. Pages 30-32. 

Maitra, Rai Bahadur Braiandra Mahan — 

Point of information raised by — regard- 
ing a short-notice questioli as to the 
<’laims of members of the House to 
get travelling allowance and diet 
allowance for the period during which 
section 9.3 wa-s in operation. Page 98. 

Question by — regarding cyclone in 
Western Bengal. Pages 160-61. 

Si>ee(‘h by — on the consideration motion 
of the Bengal Advocates’ Robes Bill, 
1941. Pages 224-27. 

Mazumdar, Mr. Harldaa— 

Amendment moved by — to the special 
motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra Das 
ix'gnrding failure of the Food 
Minister to deal properly with the 
food situation in Bengal. Pages 172- 
76. 

Point of information raised by — regard- 
ing attendance of Hon’ble Ministers 
in charge of different departments 
during general discussion of the 
budget. Page 118. 

Point of order raised by — ^regarding the 
competence of the Parliamentary 
Secretary to reply to supplementaries 
when the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the department concerned ia 
present in the Chamber. Pages 22- 
23. 

Point of order rai.sed by — regardMig 
supply of printed questions and 
answers by the Council deparf^DHetrt 
to the members shortly before the 
(Hinimenoement of the Council Jiiitipgs. 
Pages 12-13. 

Question by— regarding “Grow Jllore 
Food” campaign. Page 262. * 

Question by— regarding Publki fida- 
tions Committee. Pages 249^. 
Question by — ^regarding enbanoement 
of rent for tea estates. Page 250. 



INDEX 


{X 


■, Mr. NarMit— conM. 

Question by — regarding fracas between 
passengers and conductors of 
tram-cars. Page 96. 

Question by — regarding misbehaviour 

of tram-car conductors. Pages 
246-46. 

Question by — regarding scarcity of 
quinine supply. Page 265. 

Questi<»n by — regarding financial aid to 
edtuational institutions of (’alcutta. 
Page do. 

Que.stion by — regarding ban on “Desher 
Katha”. Page 20. 

Hemarks made by— on th<‘ objection of 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazinuiddin 
against the adjournment motion 
regarding failure of Itengal Govern- 
ment to set at lil>erty persons 
detnincHl under rule 20 of the Defence 
of India Rules in -spite of the dei-ision 
of the Calcutta High Court and 
Federal Court against the detention. 
Page 09. 

Speech matle l>y- -on ilw alst'o 
adjournment motio!i. Pages 67-69. 

Sjwecb by — on the third reading of 
the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1940. 
Page 2H1. 

.Speech made l»y — on the noiM»fficial 
resolution regarding release of 
persons detained under rule 129 or 
rule 3f) of the Defence of India Rules. 
Pages 6 4-6;'). 

Sjreech by — regarding general discus- 
sion on the budget. Pages 107-109. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question rt>garding e^Hi-uees from 
itangoun. Page 0. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding arreat of Abdul 
Gani. Pages :b4. 

Supplementary question by -on the 
question regarding price of yarn. 
Page 20. 

Supplementary question by — ou the 
“Grow More FiMwl’’ campaign. 
Pages 92-9:1. 

Supplementaries by — ou the question of 
Mr. K. C. Roy Cbowdhury regarding 
presk workers. Page 160. 

Supplementaries by — on the questions 
regarding cyclone in Western Bengal. 
Page 161. 

Suppiemeniitry questiun by — on ih«' 
question regarding arrest of 
Sushil Kumar Banerjee. Page 

163 . 


Maiwiiiar, Mr. NMMai~~«0*ieM. 

Buppimnentary qiMstions by<— on the 
questitm regarding persons living cn 
the fcKitpaths of Calcutta. Pag© 
248. 

.Supplementary • question by — on the 
question regarding small ex'ale 
industries. Page 2:i6. 

Stipplemeniary question by — on the 
question regs riling Bankura District 
Relief Committw. Page 241. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding “Grow More 
FoikI’’ inmpaign. Pages 24:4-44. 

Supplemeiitary ipiestion by-— on the 
question regarding health of 
University students. Pages 186-.%. 

.Su|»pii-men1arv ipiestion by — regarding 
FikmI Drive in Calcutta. Page 278. 

.'supplementary question by — regarding 
commiiiiul profMirtion among su|>p1y 
officers. Page 27:4. 

Supplementary question by — rc’garding 
curfew order in Vlidnapore. I'age 
2(W. , 

•Supplementary ipiestion by — on the 
question regnriiitig AoimI and cyclone 
in Diamond Harbour. Page 162. 

Marketa— 

Questions regarding regulation of — by 
Mr. \nr .4hmed. Pages :42-38. 

Marketing of agrioultural produoo — 

Question regarding — by Mr. .Viir 

.\ h n led . Pages 25:4-54 . 

Modioai roliof to villagort-' 

Question regarding— by Mr. Nur 

Ahmed. Page 97. 

Motsag*— 

Rweived from the Assembly regard- 
ing the Bengal Vograntty Bill, 194.8. 
Page 1(X>. , 

Mkfnapora— 

Question reganfing l urfew order in — by 
Rai Bahadur Keshab Chandra 
Banerjee. • Pa^e 268. 

Question regarding relief work in — ^by 
Rai Sahib Jogendra Nath Ray. 

Pages 14-18. 

MMnaiMro and Burdivaft— 

Question and siipplementaries regard- 
ing breaches and datnagea to bun^ 
in — by Mr. Bfariah Chandra Chakra- 
varti. Pages 165, 246. < 



INBEX 


X 

MHitary 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing requisitions of houses for — 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 168^. 

MoholanoMs, Mr. Nagendni Nath— • 

Motion to introduce the Hindu 
Women’s Rights to Property (Ex- 
tension to Agricultural Land) Bill, 
19411, moved by — Pages 229-30. 

Question by — regarding taxi-cabs in 
Calcutta. Page 21. 

Question by — regarding abolition of the 
Permanent Settlement. Pages 34, 
;15. 

Speech by — on the budget. Pages 
146-46. 

Si>ee(,-h made by — on the adjournment 
motion regarding failure of Govem- 
irieiit of Bcmgal to release persons 
detained under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules in spite of 
Calcutta High Court and Federal 
Court decision against such deten- 
tion. Pages 75-76. 

Si>eech by — on the motion of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muasaamuddin Hosain that the 
Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, be taken 
into consideration. Pages 163-64. 

Speech by — in connection with the 
special motion of Mr. Lalit Chandra 
Das regarding failure of the Food 
Minister to deal properly with the 
fooil situation in Bengal. Pages 192, 
200-201. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
“Grow More Food” campaign. Page 
94. 

Momin, Khan Bahadur M. A.— 

Question by — on the statement of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaazamnddin Hosain regarding 

• action taken on resolution passed by 
the Council regarding small irriga- 
tional projects in Eastern and 
Northern Bengal. Pages 268-69. 

Speech by — on the budget. Pages 129- 
81. 

Speech by — on the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deal 
properly with the food situaibn in 
Bengal. Pages 181-84. 

.Supplementaries by— on the question 
regarding marln^ng of agrioultura! 
pioduoe. Page 854. * 


MMShi. Kiwa Baluidifr M. A*'-oenob. 

Supplementaries by — on the question 
regarding recommendations of the 
Land Revenue Commission. Page 
256. 

Moekerjee, Mr. Nareeh Nath- 

Supplementary questions by — on the 
question regarding taxi-cabs in 
Calcutta. Pages 22, 23, 24. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding schools in Cal- 
cutta and other areas. Page 164. 

Supplementary question by— on the 
question regarding “Grow More 
Food” campaign. Page 166. 

Mukharji, Mr. Bankitn Chandra— 

Point of information raised by — 'iu con- 
nection with the speech of the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin on 
the non-official resolution regarding 

release of persons detained under rule 
129 or rule 26 of the Defence of India 

Rules. Page 89. 

Point of privilege raised by — regarding 
the right of a member to speak in 
explanation of a imrtion of his 
8pee<‘h which has been misunderstood 
by some of the honourable members 
of the House. Pages 217-18. 

Question and supplementaries by — 
regarding the Bengal Pasture Bill. 
Pages 3.3-.34. 

Question by — regarding Bankura 

District Relief Committee. Pages 
238-40. 

Speech by — on the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deal 
properly with the food situation in 
Bengal. Pages 186-88. 

Speech made by— on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure of 
Government of Bengal to release 
persons detained under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules in spite of 
Calcutta High Court and Federal 
Court decisions against such dAtoh^ 
tiem. Pages 79-81^ ' 

Question and supplementaries by-^ 
regarding distribution of paddf 
in Contai. Page 38. 

MiikMiMb tlM Nen'M* Mr. Tirtk Ni^ 

Observation made by — on the p«^iif^'4f 
order arising out of the , kAianr 
given by him to a question regaaiiag 
Abolition of the Permanent Slttie* 
ment. Page .36. 



INI>EX 


xi 


MllkMrJ«( IlM Non’Mt Mr. Twrak NtMi— 

OOMSld. 

Statement by — in (wnnection with 
answering the question on Land 
Revenue Commission’s recommenda- 
tions. Pages 255-56. 

iNuimiiddin, the Hon’ble Khwtja Sir- 

Objections raised and observ'ations 
made by — against the adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
ChakravertJ regarding failure of 
Bengal Government to set at liberty 
persons detained under rule 26 of 
the Defence of India Rules in spite 
of High Court and Federal Court 
decisions against such detention. 
Pages ;18-:19, 42. 

Observations made by — on the jHiint of 
order raised by Mr. Humayun Kabir 
regarding difficulty of getting jiniper 
answers from the Parliamentary 
Secretary when the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the department to which 
the question relates happens to be 
present in the (’hamlM'r. Pages 26- 
27. 

Speech made by— on the non- 
official resolution of Mr. Bankim 
Chandra Dutta regarding release of 
(lersons detained under rule 129 or 
rule 26 of the Defence of India 
Rules. Pages 57-59. 

S})eech made by — on the adjournment 
motion of Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure of 
Government to release persona 
detained under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules in spite of 
Calcutta High Court and Federal 
(’ourt decisions against such deten- 
tion. Pages 81-85. 

NiimnOi Mr. T. B.— 

Speech by— i>n the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deal 
properly with the food situation in 
Bengal. Pages 176-78. 

Qoestion regarding test relief work in 
—district by Kltaii Bahadur Abdul 
Golna. Page 266. 

Releceiioe made fay Mr. Presideiit 
aliput Blatthri Abdul Karim, ex- 
M.L.C. Pages 1-2. 


Ortflnanea— 

Laying of Bengal Vagrancy — , 1943, by 
the Hon’ble Khan Babadjir Saiyed 
Muaaxamuddin Hosain. Page 44. 

Paddy 

Question and suppienientaries regard- 
ing distribution of— in Contai by 
Mr. Bankim Chandra Miikherji. 
Page .'13. 

Pain, the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Praoanna— 

Speech made by — on the budget. 

Pages l.'16S17. 

Pal Chowdhury, Mr. RanaJIt— 

Question by — regarding flood and 
pyelone in Diamond Harlw^ur. 
Page 162. 

Panel of Chalrmon— 

Nomination of —by Mr. President. 
Page 43. 

Pasture Bill- 

Question and Muppleinentarics regard- 
ing the Bengal — ^by Mr. Bankim 
(.'handra Muklierjee. Pages .33-34. 

Pormanont Bottlomont — 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing abolition of the — . Pages 34-36. 

Point of order— 

Raised by Mr. Uaridas Majumdar 
regarding siijiply of printed questions 
and replies to the meml>er« shortly 
before the Council .sittings. Pag<« 
12-13. 

Raised by Mr. H. K. Suhrawardy 
whether a member is in order if he 
said that u partiimlar jxilitical party 
is imbued with malice against the 
Ministry. Page 192. 

Point of privilofo— 

Raised by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukberji regarding the right of a 
member to speak again in clarifica- 
tion of a portion of his speech which 
has been misunderstood by some of 
the honourable members of the 
House. Pages 217-18. 

Raised by Mr. Bankim Chandra 
Mukfaerjee regarding hia right to 
speak on a point M personal explana* 
tion after he cMivered hia epeedi. 
Page 262 . 



xii 


INDEX 


Pott-war roetfMtriwtieiv- 

Queation regarding— by Mr. Nur 
Ahmed. Pages 24849. 

PrMMtnt. Mr.— 

Announcement made by — regarding 
Governor’ll asaent to the Bengal 
Non-Agricultural Tenancy (Tempo- 
rary Provisions) • Extending Bill, 
J943. Page 44. 

Decision given by — on the iwint of 
order of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
Suhrawardy as to whether a iiieinber 
is in order if he said that a parti- 
cular political ]>arty is imbued with 
malice against the ' Ministry. Page 
192. 

Decision given by— on the |Joint of 
order of Mr. Haridas Mazumdar 
regarding supply of printed questions 
and answers shortly before the 
sittings. Page 13. 

Direction given by — in connection with 
the special motions on the food 
situations in the province tabled by 
Messrs. Lalit Ghandra Das, Shrish 
(’handra Chakraverti and Haridas 
Mazumdar. Pages 121-22. 

Nomination by — to the Panel of 
Chairmen. Page 43. 

Nomination by — to the Hovqie Coin- 
inittee. Page 43. 

Reference made by — to the illness of 
the Governor of Bengal, His Exctd- 
lency Sir John Herbert. Page 1. 

Remarks by — in inmnection with the 
consideration and the third reading 
of the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, 
taking place on the same day. 
Page 263. 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
discussion of the special motion of 
Mr Lalit Chandra Das, and amend- 
ment thereto of Mr. Haridas Maxum- 
dar, regarding failure of Food 
Minister to deal properly with the 
food situation in Bengal. Pages 170, 
171, 174, 176, 180, 186, 188, 189, 191, 
192, 194, 196, 202. 

Remarks made by — on the complaints 
of a niatober regarding non-supply of 
printed questions snflleiently in 
advance. Pages 151-62. 


PrMidtnt, Mr.-T(:(m4<i 

Remarks by — in connection with the 
discussion of the motion of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzamuddin * Hosain that the 
Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, be 
taken into consideration. Page 164. 

Remarks by — that when a statement 
is made by Government, if the 

House wants to be clear on a parti- 
cular point, Government must be in 
a position to .satisfy the House. 
Page 259. 

Remarks by — in tsmnection with the 
demand made by the members tor 
iinnounceinent ot Government deci- 
sion alamt tlie appointment of a 
Public Accounts (%mimittce ot the 
(’ouncil. J’age 260. 

Roniarks made by — that Mr. Haridas 
Mazunular should withdraw the word 

“puppet Ministry” in his speech on 
the non-otticial resolution ot Mr. 
Hankim (’handra Datta regarding 
roleast? of persons detained under 
rule 129 and rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules,, Page .54. 

Remarks made by — on the desirability 
of jiutting questions in proper form 
to elicit proper answers. Page 27. 

Remarks made by — suggesting the 
desirability ot taking up the adjourn- 
meiit motion on tlie food situation in 
Bengal, after tlie 'Statement of the 
Hoii'hle Food Minister. Pages 37-38. 

Reply to the message from the Cuuncil 
regarding His Excellency Sir John 
Herbert’s illness read out by — . 
Page 161. 

Reply to Mr. Haridas Mazomdar’s 
point of information regarding 
attendance of Hon’ble Miniaters 
during budget discussion by—. 
Page 119. 

Ruling given by — on the point hi uroer 
raised by Mr. Haridaa iKazumdar 
and Mr. Lalit Chandra Dm regard- 
ing the difficulty of geititig proper 
answer to supplemental^: qncsl^ous 
from the Parliamentary' "Secretary in 
the presenoe at the Hqii’ble Minister 

in charge of the depai^Mah to whioli 
the queation rdatee. ilVage 23. 



INDEX 


xiii 


PrwMmt. mr.—rotM. 

Billing by — on the point of privilege 
raised by Mr. Bankim Chandra Mu- 
kherjee regarding Iuk right to Hpcak 
on a point of personal explanation 
after his speech. Page 202. 

Ruling l».v — on the jioint of order of 
Mr. Nagendru Nath Mahalanobis on 
the answer given to Mr. Mahalanovis' 
question regarding abolition of 
pennanent .settlement by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge <tf Hevenne. 
Pages 

Ruling given l).v — on the objection ol 
the Hoi\’ble Khwajn Sir Nazimuddin 
against the adjournment motion of 
.Mr. Shrish Chandra Chnkraverti 
regarding failur«‘ of Bengal (Jovern- 
jiieiit to set at iila-rty persons 
detained under rule 20 of the 
I)cfen(v of India Rules in spite of 
the (hx'isions of the Calcutta High 
(^mrt and Federal Court againsi 
such det«^iiti<in. Pages 41, 42, 4d. 

Ruling given by — on the point ot order 
raised !)y Khan Sahib .Ahul Qunsem 
about the admi.ssibilit.v of the 
adjournment motion moved by Mr. 
Hhrish Chandra Chakraverti regard- 
ing failure of Government of Bengal 
to releast' imrsons detainee! under 
rule 26 of the Defence of India Rulea 
in spite of Calcutta High Court and 
Federal Court decision.s against such 
detention. Page 63. 

Fran wtrlMra— 

Question and supplementaries regard- 
ing— by Mr. K. C. Ray Chowdhnry. 
Page* 168-€0. 

Frimiry EAioation Aot— 

Question and supplementarv questions 
^^^ing Bengal (Rnral)— Pages 

FUMIO AflBMmtS OMMIlittM of tlw 


Diaouflsion regarding—. Pages 260 - 

ei. 


QiMnom, KIumi Miib AAvl— 

Points of order raised by — about tlie 
admissibility of the adjouminent 
motion moved by Mr, Hhrish Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure of 
Government of Bengal to release 
persons detained under rule 26 of the 
Defence of India Rules in spite of 
Calcutta High ('ourt and Federal 
Court decisions against such deten- 
tion. Page (sf. 

Point of order raised by— regarding 
absence of tlie Hou'lile Ministers 
during the general discussion of the 
budget. Page lOf). 

Sjieech by — on the s|}eci»l motion of 
M r. Lnlit Cluindra Das regarding 
liiilure of the Food .Minister to deal 
jiroperly with the food situation in 
Bengal. J’uges 191-l);i. 

.Spix'cli by — on tlx* budget. Pages 
112 - 11 . 0 . 

Speech uiude by — on the adjonmment 
motion of .Mr. Shrish Chandra 
Chakraverti regarding failure of 
Government of Bengal to releaae 
jHTsons dettiinocl under rule 26 of 
the Defetict' of India Rules in spite 
of Calcutta High Court and Federal 
(!ourt decisions against such deten- 
tion. Pages 71-73. 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding ban on “Dosher 
Katha”. Page 21. 

Sujiplementary queations by— on the 
question regarding health of students. 
Pages 28-29. 

Supplementariea by — on the queotioo 
regarding recommeodatioiis of the 
Land Revenue Commioaion. Page 
256. 

•Supplementary question by— on the 
queetion regarding “Grow More 
Pood” campaign. Page 242. 

•Supplementaries by— on the question 
regarding abolition of the Perma- 
nent Bettlemcait. Page 36. 

Quifiliie— 

Question regarding scarcity of — sujiply 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
266. 

RangMn— 

Question regarding eracueea from — bf 
Mr. Nur Ahmed. Pages 2-3. 



INDEX 


xvi 

nay, Ral Saiitt Mftndni Natii— 

Qu«iitiun by— regarding relief work in 
Midnapore. Pages 14-18. 

Speech by — on the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deal 
properly with the food situation in 
Bengal. Pages 201-208. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar— 

Supplementary question by — on the 
question regarding land under paddy. 
Page 82. 

Raliaf Coimnittaa— 

Question regarding Bankura District — 
by Mr. Bankim Chandra Mukherji. 
Pages 2.88-40. 

Raliaf work in Ulidnapora— 

Question regarding — by Uai Saliih 
Jogendra Nath Kay. Pages 14-18. 

Roy, Mr. Afflulyadhon— 

llesolutiou moved by — regarding re- 
preHentation of the Scheduled Castes 
on the line of the communal award 
in the various services. Pages 62-63. 
Speech by — in connection with general 
discUHsion on the budget. Pages 
109-110, 111, 112, 

Roy, Mr. Blren— . 

Statement made by — in connection 
with the proposal for the appoint- 
ment of a Public Accounts Committee 
of the Counoil. Page 260. 

Statement by — regarding pasunent of 
daily and travelling allowances to 
members for the period from 24tb 
March, 1943, till prorogation of the 
Counoil <HI April, 1943, during 
which the constitution wa.^ sus- 
pended. Page 162. 

Roy Chewdliury, Mr. BIrondra Klaliera— 

Question by — regarding '‘Grow More 
Food” campaign. Pages 941-49. 

DlidwiNiiiry, Mr. KrMmk CluuMlra Roy— • 

Question by— regarding supply of rice 
through control shops. Page 979. 
Question and snpplementaries by- 
regarding payment of deameav 
allowanoe, etc., to press workers. 
Pages 158.60. 


BkowMiury, Mr. Kriskna ehaadra Rof— 

tonUd. ^ 

S]>eech by— on the third reading of the 
Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. Pages 
283-84. 

Speech by — on the special motion of 
Mr. Lalit Chandra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to 
deal properly with the food situation 
in Bengal. Pages 194-96. 

.Speech by — on the non^)fficial resolu- 
tion of Mr. Bankim Chandra Datta 
regarding release of persons detained 
under rule 129 or rule 26 of 
the Defence of India Rules. Pages 
56-57. 

.Speech by — on the motion of the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Mitazzamuddin Hosain. that the 
Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, be taken 
into consideration. Page 154. 

Speech by — on the budget. Pages 
l:i4-30. 

.Supplementary question by — regarding 
Dacca riots. Page 96. 

Supplementary question by — regarding 
‘‘Grow More Food” campaign. Page 
92. 

Banyal, Mr. Saohindra Narayait— 

S|>eech by — on the sjiecial motion of 
Mr. Lalit C'handra Das regarding 
failure of the Food Minister to deal 
properly with the food situation in 
llengal. Page 203. 

Boaroity— 

Question regarding— of quinine supply 
by Mr. Haridas Mazumdar. Page 
265. 

Soarolty of sugiir— 

Question regarding— in Caloutta, by 
Mr. Birendra Kishore Roy Ohow- 
^hury. Page 271. 

Sotwofa In Caieutta and etfiar 

Question and supplementaries rega^ 
ing— by Mr. Nnr Ahmed. Pailk 
ie3-64. 

Baoand brntuaga ttaahara 

Question regarding special tmn|ic for 
—by Mr. Nnr Ahmed. Rages 0-30. 

•aft aokt In Calautta— 

Statement regarding sujqdy by the 
Hon'ble Mr, H. S. Sahrawaidy. 
Pages 276-77. 



INDEX 


XT 


WMMh- 

Question reganlinK frw grant of 
to— liy Mr. N«r Ahmea. Page 


Taxlrabt in Caloutta— 

Question and supplementary qaettioas 
regarding — . Pages 21-25. 


SpMlal motion— 

Itegarding failure of the Civil Supply 
Minister to deal properly with the 
food situation in Bengal, by Mr. 
Lalit Chandra Das and amendment 
thereto by Mr. Haridas MaztinKlar. 
Pages 167-201. 

Statomont on tHo food situation— 

By the Hon’ble Minister, Civil 
Supplies. Pages 48-60. 

Suhrawardyi the Mon’blo Mr. H. 8. 

Observation made by— in connection 
with the suggestion for taking up 
adjournment motion on food situa- 
tion in Bengal after the statement 
of the Hon ble ImmmI Minister. Pages 
.17, 42. 

Statement made by — on the food 
situation. Page.s 48-60. 

Observation by— in connection with 
the discussion of the special motion 
of Mr. Dalit Chandra Das and 
ainendjueiit thereto of Mr. Harida.s 
Mazumdar, regarding failure of the 
('ivil Supply Minister, to deal pro- 
perly with the fmxl situation in 
Bengal. Pages 168, 176, 178, 189, 
196. 

Obaervatiem by— in connection with 
the point of information raised hy 
Mr. Shrish Chandra Chakraverti a.s 
to whether the Food Minister is pre- 
pared to answer his short-notico 
question on the food situation. 
Pago 166. 

Speech by — on food sitxiation. Pages 
205-17. 

Sufiply OIRotrs— 

Question regarding communal propor- 
tion among— Jby Khan Sahib Nurul 
Amin. Page 27,8. 

Talukdar, Or. Katiraddiit— 

Question by— regarding officers of the 
Education D^artmeot. PagM 237- 
38. 



Tm Htatu— 

Question regarding enhancement of 
rent for— by Mr. Uarides Maaum- 
<lar. Page 2.60. 

Test relief work— 

Question regarding— in Noakhali 

distrix't by Khan Bahadur Abdul 
(iofran. Page 266. 

Tram oonduotert— 

Question and siipplementaries regard- 
ing misbehaviour of — hy Mr. Haridas 
!^fazumdar. Pages 246-46. 

Tube*wclls— 

Question regarding — in Calcutta. 

Pages .'Ki, .‘17 and 89. 

Univerilty studenta— 

Question regarding health of — ^by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. Page 236. 

Vagrancy Ordinanot— 

Laying of Bengal — , 194il, hy the 

Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muazzammhiin Hosain. Page 44. 

Vagrancy— 

Third reading of the Bengal — ^Bill, 
1943. Pages 277-88. 

Wattrwayt 8oard— 

Question reganling — by Mr, Nttr 
Ahmed, Page 246. 

aa* n ^ ■ ra 

W OffIM 

Question regarding criminal offencM 
against — by Mr, Hartdaa Macumdar. 
Page 270. 

Yarii— 

Queetion r^arding price <d— by Mr. 
Nur Ahmed. Pages 19'20. 


B0P-44#S-1144A-7» 









